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Tina Kotek Visits Willamette

GIA PATEL
STAFF WRITER

On Now. 1, 2022, Tina
Kotek, Democratic nominee
for  Oregon’s gubernatorial
race, visited Willamette Uni-
versity. The event was orga-
nized by Sophia Rosenberg
(‘25)
Willamette  College  Demo-
Climate Action Alli-
ance, Choice Action Team,
and Queer Student Union.

Students4Tina is a co-

from  Students4Tina,

crats,

alition of university students
across the state of Oregon that
support Kotek as the next gov-
ernor of Oregon. In a speech,
Rosenberg said,“l am person-
ally a big fan of Tina because
she supports my values, and 1
trust that she is going to get
things done in office and I es-
pecially trust that she is going
to fight for what I believe in.”
They further elaborated, say-
ing, “Republican candidates
want to make sure that our

voices are silenced. They want
to take away our bodily auton-
omy. They want to make sure
that the climate isn’t in our
hands. They want to make sure
that we have no voice and take
away our rights. This is not
what democracy looks like.”

Emma Innes (‘24), events chair
of College Democrats and ed-
itor-in-chief at The Collegian,
Ava Digre (‘26), an Advoca-
cy Leader for Choice Action
Team, and lan Curdis (‘23),
prcsidcnt of Climate Action
Alliance, were student speak-
ers at the event. The student
speakers continuously empha-
sized the need to have Kotek in
office, as she is the only candi-
date endorsed by Planned Par-
enthood, proposed measures
to combat climate change,
and addressed disparities in
Oregon that have directly im-
pacted marginalized groups.

When Kotek entered
the room, the student body

Tina Kotek addresses Willamette students. Photo by Josie Elicker

cheered, as she remarked she
hoped everyone enjoyed the
campaign pizza. Kotek said
this election year is “monu-
mental for our whole coun-
try, and Oregon’s no differ-
ent.” She went on to say, “I
would love to have your sup-
port as your next governor
because I want to make sure
your future is going to be saf-
er, more sustainable, more
affordable, so that you can

follow your dreams. I mean,
it’s that simple. And I want to
make sure we have an Oregon
where everyone feels like they
can be successful.” Kotek fur-
ther elaborated that as gover-
nor, she intends to progress
the state forward, empha-
sizing that voices of younger
Oregonians matter to her,
Cspecially in this election.

When asked what her

plan was to support the LGT-
Continued on pg. 2

Letter From the Editor

Dear Readers,

During the Fall 2020
semester, The Collegian moved
completely online to comply
with Willamette policies for the
COVID-19 pandemic. Now, The
Collegian Executive team has
made the decision to return to
print. Our goal is to publish bi
weekly newspapers, while con-
tinuing to publish on our web-
site.

The mission of The
Collegian is to accurately report
on matters of interest to the
Willamette  Community.  This
mission is best served by being
an in print newspaper, easily ac-
cessible and visible to everyone
on campus.This is a new chapter
for us, as all the current staff
joined after the switch to online
publication. As we adapt back
to print publication we appre-
ciate the Willamette Communi-
ty’s support and understanding.

I would like to extend
a special thanks to my staff; who
worked hard to put this issue to-
gether and conducted excellent
journalism.

Sincerely,
Emma Innes
Editor-in-Chief

Walking Through Willamette’s Indigenous History

MONTE REMER
STAFF WRITER

Without & i'
MNestucca (Geand Ronde)

Signs that were seen along the tour
from the Five Oaks Museum. Photos by
Monte Remer

An old tree watching

over the parking—lot by the chick-
en fountain. Boxes of bones in the
attic of Eaton. A little flower. A
plaque honoring an advocate of
gcnocidc. These pieces of Willa-
mette’s past and present were on
display Monday, Oct. 10 for the
2022 Indigenous People’s Day tour.
Hosted by student-activist Maya
Lucero-Romero (23) and Willa-
mette Professor of Biology David
Craig, the tour began at a sign
which read “This IS Kalapuyan
Land.”

The Kalapuya are a group
who have lived in the Willamette
Valley for [thousands of years].
Now, however, the Kalapuya face
the misconception that they and
their culture have vanished.

“That’s not the case”
Lucero-Romero said. “These Ore-
gon oaks in the parking lot by the
chicken-fountain are... pre-colo-
nial oaks. They were here before
the first white settlers in the Wil-
lamette Vallcy... even in the park—
ing-lot, the Indigenous culture is

still here.”

According to Craig, the
oaks were vital sources of food for
the pre-colonial Kalapuya. Facing
the trees is a map of Willamette,
[renovated with CAFES funding]
to show that this is a colonial cam-
pus.

A right at the chicken
fountain: Craig and Lucero-Rome-
ro led the group towards the Olin
Science Center. They stopped to
the side, where Craig searched
among countless plants and pulled
out a pot.

“This,” he said, “is an
Indian paintbrush.” 'The plant
is part of an effort by Craig and
Lucero-Romero to renew Willa-
mette’s indigcnous ccosystem. A
key aspect of the flower, he said, is
that it takes more than it gives. It
invades the soil of sunflowers and
grows into their roots.

Nearby, Willamette’s tall,
red-brick buildings of European
architecture rose above another
sign rooted in the ground reading,
“This IS Kalapuyan Land.”

On this Kalapuyan land,
along a wall of the Olin Science
Center, sixteen Indigenous plants
stood above the fallen leaves.
Craig explained that each plant
was a source of either medicine or
food for Indigenous peoples. Eu-
ropean settlers targeted both in a
campaign of erasing indigeneity.
To quote Lucero-Romero, “Most
people think that colonialism only
happened to the people, but it also
happened to the land.”

Both land

and  peo-

ple resisted, however. Down the
path, Craig and Lucero-Romero
stopped at the Star Trees as Craig
began to tell a story of endurance.

In the winter of 1852,
[Augustus Dowd] was on the hunt.
The wounded bear still charged
ahead. Then it disappeared behind
a snowy ridge. Dowd must have
expected a steep, rocky descent in
the mountainous country of cast-
ern California, but he gave chase
nonetheless. And then he stopped.
A massive tree stood in the clear-
ing below, clouds of green needles
nearly reaching the clouds in the
sky. Craig described how this type
of tree—a group of which form a
star on the Willamette campus—
was originally called wawona by
Indigenous peoples. Dowd named
it “the Sylvan Mastodon.” Soon af-
ter acquiring its European name,
the tree Dowd saw was cut down.
More trees and people alike were
to follow.

In the Gold Rush era,
Craig said the genocide of Indig-
enous people had reached such a
point that some settlers believed
Indigenous history should be me-
morialized before every tribe was
extinct. The wawona tree was re-
named as a memorial, but it be-
came instead a symbol of enduring
life.

“We now know of these
trees as sequoias,” Lucero-Romero
said. The name honors the [Chero-
kee linguist Sequoyah], who devel-
oped an entire writing system for
the Cherokee language. Through
the Gold Rush and the Trail of

Tears, the writing system refused
to disappear. In the present, it’s
displayed on signs and buildings
across the Cherokee Nation, and
the name of its founder endures
on the Willamette campus today
in tall green clouds which togeth-
er make a star.

Other parts of Willa-
mette’s lndigcnous history per-
sisted not because of their endur-
ing life, but because of their pain.

Craig and Lucero-Rome-
ro led the group to a sign in front
of the Town and Gown monu-
ment. The sign showed the young
Indigenous children who worked
at a manual labor school, one
much [like Willamette University
once was].

“We need to recognize
that Indigenous legacy,” Luce-
it’s
something this institution tried

ro-Romero said, “because

to take away.”

the
they pointed to Eaton at the right
of the sign and talked about the

boxes of Indigenous remains kept

Continuing tour,

in the attic, not returned to their
cultures until the late 1990s.

Despite this, both Craig
and Lucero-Romero said they
had to fight with the Willamette
administration to call actions
against Indigenous peoples an
“atrocity” on an informational
poster. That poster is Currcntly in
Collins 205, but that’s not where
the tour went. As Craig and Lu-
cero-Romero described atrocities
the Willamette administration
refused to name as such, they
stopped in front of a rock bearing
the name Jason Lee.

The

ro-Romero felt upon secing the

anger Luce-
rock in front of Walton was what
originally drew them to fighting
for indigeneity. The anger was
there again, in the crossed arms
and shaking heads of everyone on
the tour, all reading the name on
the plaque. Commemorated on
the rock outside Walton Hall is
Jason Lee, who wrote in a [March
1836 letter] “...thcy [lndigcnous
people] must perish from the face
of the Earth, and their name be
blotted out from under heaven.”
Six years later—in the buildings
where Indigenous children were
forced to do manual labor—Lee
founded Willamette University.

Following the lingering
reminders of genocide and forced
labor, there was a stark contrast:
another story of Indigenous en-
durance, standing tall and casting
shadows over the leaf-covered
carth, refusing to become blotted
out from under the October sky.
“Everybody thought it had died,”
Craig said of the tree.

Planted in 2004 where
Ford Hall is now, the oak tree was
a welcome to speakers includ-
ing [Wangari Maathail, the first

African woman to win the No-
Continued on pg. 4

Photo by Monte Remer
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Kotek Visits
Willamettte,
continued

BQ+ community in Oregon,
Kotek said that she and her
wife “decided to get in this
race because we want to have
a state where it can be a place
to be themselves, whatev-
er that looks like. It’s just so
frustrating to me that we're
still having these discussions
about what it means to just
let people be who thcy are.”
Her plans include “enforcing
anti bullying laws, enfore-
ing our hate crime laws, and
Working with an atcorney
general to make sure no one
is harassed or intimidated
in our community,” as well
as “making sure that health
care is accessible to folks
who need it, particularly, in
our transgcndcr community.”

Kotek explained that
her main priorities as gover-
nor would be addressing the
homeslessness crisis, as well
as related issues of mental
health and addiction. “What
we are going to have to do is
get out there on the streets,
work with people one on

one, help them get connect-
ed to services and meet them
where they are. There are
people who have been on the
streets for years, and they
need to feel that they can
trust somebody to get con-

nected to services like getring &
into a shelter or to a rehab. #

That’s why I've been a big fan
and proponent of converting
motels to shelters. Because
it’s casy to do, it’s quicker,
and it’s effective.” She pro-
vided the statistic that “in
Oregon, we are thousands
of housing units behind. We
need 36,000 housing units per
year for the next decade to
really meet the needs of who
lives here now, and who will
be living here in the future.”

When asked why they
support Kotek, Abbi Rich-
eson (26) said, “Kotek is the
best eligible candidate and
supports most of my opin-

ions.” Kathleen Snyder (‘26)

said, “ I am voting for Tina |

because she is advocating
for rights that queer wom-

cn havc bccn rclying on fOI‘ |

years.” Overall, Tina Kotek
emphasized the importance

of voting, encouraging stu- ¥

dents to vote, reach out to
those they know and partic-
ipate in campaign activities.
Update: Tina Kotek was elected
Governor of Oregon in a tight
race.

Sociology Department Changes their Course
Offerings and Graduation Requirements

The sociology depart-
ment will be transitioning to
a new structure as of Fall 2022,
changing their course offerings
and major requirements. These
changes will only be in effect for
any new students starting this fall
who declare the sociology ma-
jor and won't affect any current
sociology  students, according
to sociology professor Jonckke
Koomen. However, all current
sociology majors will be given the

choice to “opt into the new socli-

EMILY EMBLETON

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

jors are still sorting out with their
advisors.

Professor Koomen said
that the Sociology department
decided to change their course of-
ferings and requirements for three
main reasons. It was primarily a
reaction based on students’ senior
evaluations and what courses they
said “contributed a lot to their
education in sociology” and those
that “didn’t contribute as much
to their education or felt mis-
matched with the rest of their soc.

ology| major if they want to and if major”, Professor Koomen said.

it works for them.”

All declared sociology
majors and minors were informed
of these changes at a Zoom meet-
ing held at the beginning of the
Fall 2022 Semester. Senior so-
ciology major Graham George
(‘23), who attended that meeting,
said that the primary change he
became aware of is that the de-
partment no longer requires an
internship to graduate; they are
now offering a career course as
part of their “senior experience”
in place of the internship. He said
the changes ultimately make it
casier to graduate. Whether the
career course is required or actu-
ally a substitute of the internship
was unclear to him, and is some-
thing he as well as many other ma-

The department was also respond-
ing to students’ need for flexibili-
ty in their schedule, especially in
the wake of the pandemic. As the
sociology department (and Willa-
mette as a whole) is secing an in-
crease in non-traditional students,

Professor Koomen said that facul- |

ty “wanted to build more flexibil-
ity in the major so that they could
count more classes outside the
socliology] department” as well as
provide more ways for students to
fulfill their requirements.

The final reason is due
to an unfortunate decrease in the
sociology faculty, down from six
to only three: Professor Koomen,
Professor Lorenzen and Professor
Drew, who is currently away for
the semester. The department has
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been suffering from the univer-
sity’s “long-term hiring freeze,”
which they are just now lifting
to hire more permanent faculty
members. The department is hop-
ing to be able to hire a professor
part-time in the spring, but ulti-
mately is unsure when they will be
hiring additional faculty.

George said that he’s ul-
timatcly excited about these new
changes and probably will opt
into the new major program since
it alleviates the requirement to do
an internship, though he still can
do one if he has the time or finds
the right program. All sociology

majors are given until the end of

the fall semester to determine if
they want to opt into the new
program to complete their degree
here at Willamette.

Professor Janet Loren-
zen, the sociology department
chair, declined an interview, but
did state that the sociology de-
partment is not the only depart-
ment undergoing these sorts of
structural changes.

Photos by Josie Elicker

On Tuesday, Oct. 4, there was
a gas leak in the Baxter com-
pound, which includes a first
year residence hall and Bishop
Wellness center. The Willamette
community received an emer-
gency notice at 12:54pm order-
ing an evacuation of Baxter. Stu-
dents were alerted the building
was safe to enter shortly after
jpm.

According to Director
of Campus Safcty Ross Stout,
the leak was caused by a mal-
functioning part on one of the
two boilers in Baxter. Contrac-
tors were rcplacing the other
boiler when their detectors ac-

tivated. The contractors alert-
ed Campus Safcty who sent a

Fire Truck outside of Baxter. Photo by Criss EWI

News Brief: Baxter Gas Leak

EMMA INNES
EDITOR IN CHIEF

At
this point the smell of gas was

maintenance WOI'kCI' over.

obvious, so the fire alarm was
activated to evacuate Baxter,
automatically calling the fire
dcpartmcnt in the process. The
ma]functioning boiler was fixed
and after the building was vent-
ed out it was cleared for stu-
dents to return.

Stout,
carbon monoxide detectors did

According to
go off Monday, Oct. 3 but were
turned off because thcy were
presumed to be connected to
the contractor’s work. Addi-
tionally, some students reported
experiencing symptoms such as

hcadachcs on that Monday.
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WU s stll affiliated with the United

Methodist Church. Whatdoes it
imply?

ALAN COHEN
STAFF WRITER

For many years, Willa- cant, the Board of Trustees saves
mette University (WU) has been three seats for representatives o
accepting students and faculty the UMC.
The United Methodist

gious conviction. In fact, many Church is a Protestant denomi-

regardless of their faith or reli-

students believe that WU cut nation that is currently affiliaced
ties long ago with the Method- with 107 higher education insti-
ist Mission. Nonetheless, Willa- tutions in the United States, in-
mette still has an official affilia- cluding WU.

tion with the United Methodist Section 1.7.2 of the WU

Church (UMC), and, although Bylaws states that “in recogni-
two of them are currently va- tion of the long standing rela-

The Disappearance of Compass Cas

GIA PATEL
STAFF WRITER

As of 2022, Compass Students with existing Com-
Cash has been discontinued and  pass Cash will be able to use it
funds can no longer be add- until the end of the academic
ed to Compass Cash accounts. year. When Compass Cash was

Art by Macy Loy

tionship between the univer-
sity and the United Methodist
Church (UMCQ), there will be
three representatives of the re-
gional conference on the Board
of Trustees: the Bishop [...] who
has the right to attend any meet-
ing of the Board, including ex-
ecutive sessions, and the right
to participate in all discussions,
but without the right to vote or
make motions; plus a clergyper-
son and a lay representative who
are nominated by the Bishop in
consultation with the Trustee-
ship Committee, and elected by
the Board to three—year terms.”
According to the Ad-

-
L
==

ministrative Secretary to the
Board Colleen
Kawahara, “Willamette’s Board
is without the UMC clergy and

of Trustees,

lay representatives. The current
bishop has announced her retire-
ment so we are waiting until the
new bishop is appointed to have
those spots on our board filled”.
The WU website states
that “United Methodist students
have access to a denomination-
ally-based scholarship and loan
program, as well as some special-
ly designated Willamette funds.”
This scholarship is provided by
the United Methodist Higher
(UM-
HEF) up to $4,000 exclusively
for UMC members. Accord-
ing to the UMHEF website, for
an institution to partner with
UMHEF, it needs to meet cer-

tain criteria, including a “clear-

Education Foundation

ly defined church relationship,”
which Willamette fulfills with
its formal affiliation.

Ineda Pearl Adesanya
is the University Chaplain and
Director of Spiritual and Reli-
gious Life. She “provide[s] spac-
es for wellbeing and connection
through programming and one-
on-one care sessions.” Adesanya
noted that “the Chaplain’s office
is not even a Christian office
at all. Tt provides for the inner
well-being of students, staff and

h introduced to Willamette in this became even more prev-

2008, it provided a method of alent. Even prior to the pan-

payment for a number of dif- demic, the implementation of

ferent services offered at Wil-
lamette University, including
the Vending machines, Goudy
Commons, Bon Appétit pro-
viders, iaundry services and
photocopying services. Ross
Stout, director of Campus
Safety, points to the modern
era of debit and credit cards
as the main reason for the dis-
continuation of compass cash.

Stout said Compass
Cash “was very popular then
[in 2008] because it was a time
when we didn’t have the pro-
liferation of debit and credit
cards like we do today. Some
people had them and some
people didn’t. Now, everyone
has one.” Stout also empha—
sizes the distinction between
flex and

cash, saying, “flex dollars are

dollars compass

only associated with a meal

p]:ll’l. T}IOSC do]lars can’t bC

spent anywhere else. In fact,
we don’t even really consider

" them ‘dollars,” because they’re

not refundable. Compass Cash
was real money that you de-
posited into your Willamette
account for your benefit to

! use for spending.”

Similar to what Stout
said, in today’s modern age,
almost everyone has a debit
or credit card, and with the
uprise of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and online shopping,

credit and debit card readers
at Willamette University was
drasticaliy increasing, seeing
that more and more students
had one.
Stout
this, saying that “vendors, like

emphasized

Pepsi, started providing their
own credit card readers on the
Vending machines, but pre-
viously, we had these readers
associated with our Compass
Cash program that allowed
people to use their ID card.”
As this shift occurred rapidly,
Bon Appétit services such as
Rick’s Cafe and Blitz Market,
as well as the Bistro, started
implementing card readers as
their main forms of payment.
Stout claborated that during
this time, “the only reason we
were using the Compass Cash
was for Bon Appétit and The
Bistro. But both of them now
have the ability to take debit
or credit cards. So it became
kind of si]]y in some ways that
people would take their debit
or credit card and go online to
transfer money to their Com-
pass Card account only to
spend it and then have to re-
plenish it wich that same debit
or credit card.” Stout added,
“it just became this extra step
that no one was interested in,
costing the university time and
money to maintain it. So the

faculty, and it’s not only for peo-
ple who are religious, but also for
people who recognize they need
he]p with their inner life.”

“The school no longer
has a hard affiliacion with the
Methodist  Church,”  Chaplain
Adesanya said. “We come out
of the Methodist tradition. [The
founders| were actually unaf-
filiated Protestant Evangelical
Christians, but Willamette later
became a Methodist institution
of higher learning under the lead-
ership of the Methodist Bishop.”
Adesanya also mentioned that
“in the past, there was a decision
made to discontinue that hard
affiliation with the Methodist
Church,” and that “the Bishop is
no ]onger in charge of the Uni-
versity.” This means that, even
though the UMC is still repre-
sented on the Board of Trust-
ces, and a special scholarship is
offered exclusively to Methodist
students, WU remains religiously
independent and values students
coming from all sorts of religious
backgrounds (or lack thereof).

WU does not have an
intention to disaffiliate with the
UMC in the near future, and
therefore remains, as Chaplain
Adesanya stated, “an indepen-
dent, secular, non-sectarian Uni-
versity with a purely symbolic
Methodist affiliation.”

decision was made that after
this academic year, Compass
Cash would be completely dis-
continued.”

When asked about if
a program like Compass Cash
would be implemented at Wil-
lamette University again, Stout
answered, “I think the replace-
ment is that people have debit
and credit cards. Bon Appétit,
the bookstore, at the Bistro,
printing services, all of those
places that accepted the Com-
pass Cash now accept credit
cards and it’s a much more ver-
satile tool for people. We have
grown out of the need to have
Compass Cash.”

Students are still able
to access and use their Com-
pass Cash this year as the
program phases out. Stout
highlights that there are still
places on campus that accept
compass cash. “The only plac—
es on campus that still accept
Compass Cash are the Bis-
tro and Bon Appetit services,
which include Goudy Com-
mons, Ricks Cafe, and the
Mill Stream Market. No other
services accept Compass Cash
anymore.” If students are un-
interested in spending their
remaining Compass Cash, they
are also able to retain a refund
by emailing the service center
at  service-center-info@willa-
mette.edu receiving the refund
via check in the mail.
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The Bearcat Minimum: Your student

burnoutwon’t fix itself.

Drinking a couple of
shots of espresso in the Bistro.
Staying up late hours. Taking
a day off of class. Feeling a lack
of motivation. All of these traits
highlight the presence of the in-
tangible behemoth of student
burnout hitting hard on Willa-
mette’s campus.

Burnouts are weird.
They're individualized and com-
plicated, but yet emotionally
relatable. The commonality of
burnouts among the student
body is that they are caused by
the overwhelming accumulation
of stress, responsibilities and
commitment leading to emotion-
al fatigue, a loss in motivation
and negative emotional health.

The of

burnout on campus lies in the

root student
“Willamette culture” of activ-
ism, involvement and opportuni-
ty-taking. Our culture is derived
direetly from the university mis-
sion statement, “To turn knowl-
edge into action and lead lives of
achievement, contribution, and
meaning.” While burnout takes
form in underclass students as
trial-and-error and overloading

tor of student engagement and
leadership, has worked with stu-
dent leaders dealing with burn-
outs. Her solution is to clear-
]y outline priorities and limit
commitments to an extent that
is mentally and physically feasi-
ble. “You might care about a lot
of things,” she said, but “there’s
only so many hours in the day.”
Additionally, she pointed out
that having a packed schedule
fails to incorporate unexpected
events or emergencies, which
can be as simp]e as meeting with
a friend and chatting for an
hour.

According to Sue Cor-
ner, dean of admissions, eco-
nomic problems caused by the
pandemic have been another
stressor adding to the burn-
out Corner has found a trend

amongst the new admitted
students. A vast amount of
students’ applications  high-

lighted how exhausted and over-
whelmed they were by lectures
over a device and the limitations
to learning it imposed. “The hi-
erarchy of needs gets all shuffled
around when there’s this kind of
economic crisis,” she said. Stu-
dents now physically returning
to Willamette are challenged to
once again adapt their online
routine they've developed over
the two and a half years of the
pandemic.

Don Thomson, the dean
for health and well-being, tack-
les the misconception that stu-
dent overwhelm is a mere ‘time

SEAN OLSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

themselves with clubs and ac-
tivities, upperclass scudents con-
tinue to burn out by engaging
in leadership opportunities and
committing to specialized fields
of studies in seminars, capstones
and thesis. Regardless, the com-
mon ground among all is that

students overload their plates.

“When I was a younger
student on campus,” said Oak-
ley Phoenix, the president of
ASWU, “I needed to have three
jobs to be able to afford to go to
Willamette.” Without adequate
family financial support, work-
ing to pay tuition and other costs
was not a choice. In addition,
Phoenix passionately engages in
theater, advocacy for trans peo-
ple of color, BIPOC advocacy,
and in other clubs throughout
campus. “Because I had all these
jobs, I had all these classes,
wanted to have a couple of clubs
that I could just go have a good
time. But all of that adds up to
having a really, really full calen-
dar!” they said. “Most folks that
are overcommitted aren’t doing

it because they want to.”

|

Lisa Holiday, the direc-

management problem’ or lack of
organization: “They think you
have a time management prob-
lem; like, no, you have a time
problem.” Students commit to
various activities which conflict
in time, or physically are not
possible within 24 hours a day.

“Reflect on how many titles are
in your Google signature right
now,” Thomson teased: “Right,
and [other students] all kind
of [give| the look that you just
gave me.” The titles we display
exemplify the way we want to
be presented—with our proud-
est achievements. However,
this student philosophy is what
Thomson argues causes students
to publicly present a facade of
normality, when internally we
all relate to being burned out,
lonely and other negative emo-
tions.

When having a part-
time job on campus, being an
athlete, taking a leadership role
and having to cope with their
hours of academic assignments,
students first sacrifice sleep.
Lack of sleep negatively affects
awareness, mental health and
emotional state while also de-
teriorating your performance
in the other commitments you
sacrificed your sleep for in the
first place. When cutting sleep
becomes routine, it creates an
endless negative spiral. Con-
stant underperformance drains
more time and energy than it
did initially, causing students to

sacrifice more sleep.

“I think one of the gen-
eralities that is mostly true is
that Willamette students have a
hard time with self-care,” stated
Thomson. From eating to exer-
cise, getting good rest to doing
fun things, self-care is a neces-
sity to maintain physieal and
emotional balance. Thomson
highlighted that the underly-
ing issue is that students place
their self-care secondary to oth-
er commitments. “The question
then becomes, what keeps you
from doing those things? Like
what are the barriers to actively
prioritizing some self-care, like
what gets in the way?” he said.
The solution to preventing men-
tal burnout is for students to
be cognizant of their often in-
tuitive self-care when outlining
priorities.

Willamette presents
numerous free services available
on campus to receive counsel-
ing, care and advice. For exam-
ple, the recently added UWill
is a telehealth service available
for students seeking immediate
or scheduled mental health sup-
port. It is a resource available all
year, including holidays and sea-
sonal breaks, and done through
texting, video-calling or phone
calling. Additionally, counsel-
ors can be adjusted based upon
preferences including issue, gen-
der, language or ethnicity.

For students who have
concerns related to Willamette
life, the Bishop Wellness Cen-

Art by Aissatou Coyle

ter—available from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. on weckdays—is an-
other alternative. “If there are
academic concerns or things
related to your campus life,
sometimes students choose to
interact with a physical Wil-
lamette counselor,” Thomson
said. Hidden amongst the
depths of Bishop center is the
Mind Spa. It includes a leath-
er, multi-setting massage chair
and a full spectrum light to
brighten you up on a cloudy,
rainy Oregonday!

Passion-driven bear-
cats, there are only 24 hours
a day.. With COVID proto-
cols fading away, burnouts
are slapping harder than ever.
However, whether a trusted
friend or the Bishop center,
having support is always a big
plus. Burnouts can feel lonely
and daunting, but many stu-
dents are on the same boat.
It’s important to take care of
yourself in the culture of over-
commitment and overachieve-
ment.

Indigenous History, continued

bel Peace Prize. When
the foundations of Ford
appeared in the tree’s
place, most people as-
sumed that it was gone
forever.

It wasn’t. In fact,
it didn’t go very far. In a
place just barely out of
sight from Ford’s upper
windows, the oak was
replanted. Its roots now
grow into the ground
lining the path from
first
years walk to Goudy and

where

Belknap,

ducks sleep in its shade.

It survives.

Near the
another sign read “This

tree,

IS Kalapuyan Land.” In
1856, there were [344

people
corded alive]. Today, in

Kalapuya re-
2022, there are [4,000
Kalapuya  people] in
Oregon. On the Willa-
mette campus—in the
parking—lot, along the
walls of buildings, near-
ly touching the clouds,
along paths, and in the
work of Indigenous stu-
dents and staff—indige-
neity survives.
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SHUCHAT and the Cost of Art

Coming back into the room,
Parker Jones (‘23) knew that
the mannequin would be there.
He’s the one who put it up—just
a foam head on a broomstick
and a box, dressed in one of
Jones” hoodies, with a hefty bot-
tle of apple juice for structural
support. The mannequin sure
looked different, however, in the
darkness outside his window:
“Actually recording it,” he said,
“and creating the spooky ambi-
ence, became something totally
new, became fear.”

Upon jumpscaring him-
self, Jones realized that all was
going according to plan. His
final project for the Shuchat
Arts Fellowship Program was
to create six works of art which
represented Paul Ekman’s six

basic emotions. He presented

MONTE REMER
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the mannequin and other works ¥
from late August to early Sep-
tember of this year. Shuchat is a
program which provides annual
$5,500 stipends to Willamette
students majoring in art, music
or theater.

The stipend covers eight
weeks of work, time in which
this year’s Shuchat fellows creat-
ed their projects.

For Mia Apodaca (‘24),
their project was a story that
needed to be told: “I started no-
ticing that we did a lot of dead
white man plays [in ctheater class-
but how do you find those
people you don’t hear about?
We tend to be like, ‘oh, my sto-
ry’s already been told. I don’t

esl...

have to make a space for myself.
I can observe.’ But as a POC in
a white-dominated school, in a

Photo prowded by Oakley Phoenix

projectis a soundtrack for a fan-
tasy Videogame. The game itself
doesn’t exist, but that isn’t im-
portant. “You don’t even have
to play the video game, you just
listen to the soundtrack” he
said. He plans on a release of the
project’s website in the coming
weeks and hopes the project it-
self will soon follow.

About his hopes for
“The M.LD.I. String Quartet,”
Valencia said, “I feel like, if T can
get somebody to cry [with my
music] or just feel inspired, I feel
like I've done my job.”

In contrast, Oak Phoe-
nix (‘23) found his successes
more in participants’ happiness.
Perhaps the greatest of these
successes was seeing his partic-
ipants hugging. He also loved
adding more souvenirs to his and
Jones’ studio.

Pulling out one such
souvenir, he said, “It’s just an
ass.” He chiseled it out of a sheet
of metal, and it now sits to the
right of the mannequin. “That
was one of the picces that in-
spired this summer project, be-
cause like, let’s make it fun, let’s
make intimacy less taboo.”

That’s what Phoenix’s
project is all about. Inspired by
his Catholic school sex educa-
tion—or lack therecof—he ex-
plored the ways in which young
people have been misinformed
about sex, and ways to improve
the conversation around sex . He
presented the project from late
August to early September. Ic
consisted of intensive conversa-

tions, anonymous confessions,
interactive art and introspec-
tion.

One of Phoenix’s picces
made it to his final presentation,
but he doesn’t know whether it
was successful. “Because the con-
cept for it was...you play music
that you like, that makes you
feel confident, and just dance in
the space where no one else can
see you. And truthfully, I don’t
know if anyone did it, because |
never walked in and saw some-
one doing it...maybe it's not my
place to know if anyone actually
did it

So Why did the Shuchat
Fellows do it? Why do many
continue to do it—this grueling
process of making art, some-
times art that just gets thrown
away, or that risks going unseen

after so much efforc? Why, to

-

b" .’

white-dominated industry, I had
to realize that I had to push for

my story.”

Apodaca’s project is a
play titled “Ladybug: What More
Can I Be?” The protagonist Lady-
bug navigates life, love and loss,
and under-represented  voices
are at the play’s heart. Apodaca
wanted a play by a Latine play—
wright, played by Latine actors
and made with a Latine audi-
ence in mind. The decision to
have a nearly all-Latine cast was
a difficult one, but anything less,
they said, would be a disservice
to their work.

When she and her fam-
ily moved to Oregon, Emerald
Russell (‘24) realized a similar
need to tell her own story. Rus-
sell—just a kid at the time—was
thinking about how happy she

was to be escaping racism. “Or-

make Phoenix’s example a met-
aphor, do six people spend their
time setting stages on which they
can only hope people will dance?
To change the world. To
create something beautiful. To
bring people together. To make
mistakes.
Jones hesitated when
asked how he imagined the per-
fect version of his project. Then,
with a confident grin, he said, “I
think failure was the perfection.”

Note: Danny Davis (‘23), another
of the Shuchat fellows, did not
respond to an interview request.
Her project includes voiceover
work for advertisements, audio-
book narration, corporate train-
ing and descriptive audio for film
and television.

Photo prowded by Oakley Phoenix
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cgon is liberal”, she was told. “It
won'’t be so bad there.”

Then she was told of the
Oregon sundown towns. “I got
warned,” she said, “like, you bet-
ter watch out.” She saw the mur-
der of George Floyd and other
innocent Black lives: “Especially
at college, I saw performatism at
its best when it comes to social
issues. I have seen racism in set-
tings both small and large, [and]
ever so sly it is not thought to be
racist...as long as someone stays
under the guise of being woke, it
is deemed to be good enough.”
be-
tween 2020 and the 1960s, Rus-
sell looked to the life of Aretha
Franklin. Already, she was tak-

Sceing  parallels

ing notes for what would even-
tually become her final project:
a concert chronicling the history
of Black activist music from the

1940s to the present, with racial
violence across the nation and
tokenism and microaggressions
at home forming the backdrop
to her artistic process. After a lot
of work and a long time coming,
Russell’s concert What Moves
Your Soul has a debut date of
November 6 at 3 p.m. in Smith
Auditorium.

Other Fellows saw their
visions change as they worked:
“Initially I just wanted, like, a
string quartet and to add some
synth,” Matthew Quirarte Va-
lencia (‘23) said, “but as I kept
going | figured, okay, maybe I
wanna expand my instrumenta-
tion, I wanna write for a whole
symphony maybe. Then I started
writing this piece...and I started
writing that with every orches-
tral instrument under the sun.”

Quirarte

Valencia’s

Willamette Welcomes Lisa Logan:
New Director of the GRAC

This June, Willamette
University welcomed a new staff
member: Director of the Gender
Resource and Advocaey Center
(GRAC), Lisa Logan.

Logan comes to Willa-
mette from Eastern Washington
University, where they managed
the Women’s and Gender Edu-
cation Center (WAGE) for seven
years. They received their Bache-
lor of Art in Women’s and Gen-
der Studies at Eastern before
getting their Master’s Degree
from the University of Arizona.
Following their education, they
held roles in various environ-
mental, anti-racist and anti-vi-
olence nonproﬁt organizations.
Now, Logan is excited to branch
into advocacy at Willamette.

When asked about their
interest and passion for gender
education and advocacy, Logan
said: “I am [a] nonbinary trans
person, and I have my master’s in
Gender and Women’s Studies, so
it’s part of my expertise and [ was
really passionate about serving
LGBTQ students.” Logan said
they were excited upon ﬁnding
out Willimatte is in the Pride
Index’s top ten of religiouslaf-
filiated schools, “It scems like a
very LGBTQ-friendly place.”

Logan, along with the
Chaplain, the Sexual Assault Re-
sponse Advocates (SARAs) and
the counselors at Bishop Well-

JULIETTE BURNS
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ness Center, are all confidential
advocates—trained confidential
responders to gender and sexu-
al violence. They are given 40+
hours of training with the Ore-
gon Sexual Assault Task Force,
as well as training on campus.
The training with the Task Force
covers a range of topics on rele-
vant issues that an advocate may
encounter, and gives trainees ac-
cess to debriefs and advice from
those on the Task Force.

When it comes to the
GRAC itself; Logan said that its
greatest strength is in its work-
ers. Within the center, student
workers come together to pro-
vide education, resources, and
events. Logan added, “All of the
students who work here are by
far our greatest strength. They’re
passionate and informed, edu-
cated, committed to really trans-
forming not just Willamette, but
the culture into a more friendly
place for survivors. Their com-
mitment is really, really high.”

Overall,
time at Willamette, Logan hopes

during their

to teach students to refine their
activism skills, help the student
staff at the GRAC set work
boundaries and foster an open,
healthy work environment. The
GRAC is a place for all students,
a place of collaboration which
Logan hopes to truly foster.
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50 Years of Title IX

June 23 marked 50 years since
Richard Nixon signed Title IX
into law. Tide IX, a 37-word
law, changed the landscape of
education and sports for wom-
en. However, credit for this
bill does not belong to the late
former president. Instead, two
women should be credited: Patsy
Mink and Edith Green.

Mink was a trailblazer
for women in government. She
was the firse Hawaiian woman,
the first woman of color, the
first  Japanese-American, and
the youngest person to serve Ha-
waii in Congress. Both Mink and
Green prioritized education and
gender equality.

Green is a Willamette
Law School alumna. She at-
tended Willamette Law from
1927-1929. She grew up in Sa-
lem and taught in Salem for
ten years here. In 1954, Green
became the second woman to
represent Oregon in the House
of Representatives. She served
for twenty years and was given
the nickname “Mrs. Education”
because of her intense focus on
education and the need for di-
versification in the public school
system. Her most lasting legacy
was Title IX.

one of the three requirements of
Title IX to be compliant. Today,
Willamette meets two of the
three options.

In 2016, the rowing team
argued that the athletic depart-
ment did not meet any. They did
not meet the first prong because
athletics should represent a pro-
portionally equal athletics pop-
ulation to the student body. Nor
did they meet the second prong,
“the school must demonstrate a
continual expansion of athletic
opportunities for the underrep-
resented sex.” (Collegian 2016)
At the time, Willamette had not

NED MARTIN
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Title IX passed through
Congress despite adamant push-
back from many men in office.
When it passed, Green said, “I
don’t know when I have ever
been so pleased.” While Title IX
remains the law 50 years later, it
is not without problems. One of
the many issues plaguing sports
across the country is a lack of
women coaches.

According to a Forbes
magazine report, before 1972,
women held “90% of the head
coaching positions for women’s
teams.” Today, around 40% of
women’s teams and approxi-
mately 10% of men’s teams across
the NCAA have women coach-
es. Athletic directors are also
predominantly men. Willamette
Volleyball Head Coach Lily Hal-
lock said, “One of the major
downfalls of Title IX is that as
there has been more money put
into women’s athletics, more
men are now in cbarge.”

Of'the 11 women’s teams
on campus, five are coached
by women. None of the men’s
teams have women coaches. A
majority of the school’s assis-
tant coaches are men as well.
This is not to say Willamette has
practiced misogynistic hiring

sidered a club. Yet the Acthletics
Department has found a way to
add two NCAA sports in the
last six years.

The lack of Tocal compe-
tition played a role in the time it
took to add these sports. Shevlin
explained the difficulties for
Willamette were geographical,
“[Willamecte is the only] insti-
tution in Oregon or Washing-
ton [that competes in triathlon].
There are some Colorado and
California schools, although not
Division II1.” This means Willa-
mette triathletes must travel out

practices. Instead, it shows the

persistence of misogyny in the
NCAA. Hallock insists the Ath-
letic Department “truly believes
in equality between men and
women’s sports.” While gender
diversity in coaching has been
negatively affected by Title IX,
the athletes have benefitted.
Before 1972, only 1 in

27 girls participated in high

of state to Illinois during their
regular season.

Another problem some
people have with Title IX is the
binary gender language. Shevlin
explained how the school has
made efforts to accommodate
students with a “transgendcr
inclusion policy for athletics
and Campus Recreation... [that]
is up for revision. We just had
a group meeting the other day.
We will work on a revision be-
cause a lot has happened in that
space.” This issue has seen a lot
of debates in the courts, but is

school sports. Today around 2
in 5 girls are playing sports in
high school. Hallock highlight-
ed this progress. She explained
that Title IX’s implementation
exposed stark contrasts between
her adolescence to her moth-
er’s. Hallock explained that her
mother “grew up in the 1950s,
where that meant that she got
to play sports a couple of times

continuing to evolve.
LGBTQ
tion transcends Willamette. The
NCAA has not changcd its stance
on the gender binary. As Shevlin

I‘QPI‘CSCI’ltﬁ—

explained, Willamette and the
NWC has allowed students who
identify differently than their as-
signed gender at birch to play. But
many transitioning students may
be held out of competition at the
national level.

Overall, Title IX’s lega—
cy has had positive effects on US
athletics. On one hand, coaches
and those making decisions in

a year.” Hallock, on the other
hand, could begin sports in the
first grade. These changes to the
landscape of women’s sports
have enhanced diversity at the
collegiate level. Before 1972, 15%
of collegiate athletes were wom-
en. Today, almost half of colle-
giate athletes are women (44%).
However, equality in numbers
is not the only way for schools
to stay within the guidelines of
Title IX. As Associate Athlet-
ic Director and Senior Woman
Shevlin
explained, “Most schools, espe-
cially with a football team, and
most schools in general, very

Administrator Leslie

rarely meet proportionality.”
Recently, the Athletic
Department has made serious
efforts to maintain Title IX
compliance. However, the de-
partment has not been immune
to controversy. In 2016, “The
university made the difficult
decision to end the rowing pro-
gram really because of safety. We
were using the Willamette River,
currents had changed, there was
not a safe and sustainable way
to continue that program,” said
Rob Passage, Willamette ath-
letic director. Willamettel faced
backlash on the decision from
both athletes and the student
body. So how is Willamette Ti-
tle IX—compliant today? The law
only requires schools to meet

sports are still predominantly
men. However, women’s athlet-
ics has become more competi-
tive as more and more girls are
growing up playing sports. It is
not as if Title IX could change
the landscape of sports all by it-
self, Passage, said it best when he
said,”there’s still room to grow.”
It will take continued efforts to
diversify athletics at Willamette,
the NWC, and the NCAA. This
year, we celebrate Title IX for all
the advances the law has made in
sports.

created a new team for women
in over two decades. The third
prong requires schools to fully
accommodate both interests and
abilities of the underrepresented
sex in sports. At the time, it ap-
pcared Willamette did not meet
this requirement either. They
disbanded a full roster while not
bringing in more women ath-
letes.

Willamette’s  athletic
department came to terms with
the rowing team and Tide IX
requirements. Athletics resolved
the issue of disbanding rowing
by planning to implement wom-
en’s lacrosse and triachlon. The
athletic department has stressed
the difficulty of implementing
new sports. Shevlin explained,
“typically, sports... have to hit
a certain threshold, and then
they’re an actual sport, where
the NCAA sponsors the nation-
al championship.” Before that
point, sports can only be con-

Fun fact: There are Apartments in McCulloch Stadium

SKEET STARR
STAFF WRITER

McCulloch stadium, the figurative
home of Bearcat football, baseball
and track, is also the literal home
of certain athletic department
staff. “Upstairs of the stadium,
above all the locker rooms, there
are conference rooms...and at one
end, the very south end, there’s
this apartment,” said Rob Passage,
director of intercollegiate athlet-
ics. In fact, according to Passage,
there are four private apartments,

which
kitchen, living space, and bath-

surround a communal

room.

Unlike the late Trailblaz-
ers owner Paul Allen’s glamor-
ous and mysterious Moda Center
apartment, the McCulloch Sta-
dium units are born of necessi-

ty, not excess. The athletics de-
partment uses the apartments as
transitional bousing for seasonal
and recently transplanted staff.
“It’s not great, actually,” Passage
admits. “That’s why it’s probably
transitional. It’s not like people
are like, ‘Hey I want to live here
for a while.” He explains further:
“It is something that allows them
a place to live during the season
while they’re coaching, and/or
live while they are trying to fig-
ure out Salem, and find, y’know,
longer—term housing,” Similar
housing options exist in Willa-
mette’s broader academic sector,
said Associate Athletics Director
Leslie Shelvin. The Kaneko com-
plex includes housing options for
similar purposes.

The McCulloch apart-

ments were added during the
1992 renovation of McCulloch.
According to then writer Christ
Garrettz in a 1992 issue of The
Collegian, as part of the renova-
tion,“A new second floor has been
constructed; It will house meet-
ing, offices, and apartments.” As
of Oct. 2022, the apartments
house two assistant coaches from
the bascball and football pro-
grams. The residents are expected
to carry out small tasks related
to the upkeep of the stadium,
including mal(ing sure ligbts are
turned off;, and all the gates are
locked or unlocked.
Socially minded stu-
dents migbt give the side eye to
work housing programs. In many
instances

througbout bistory,

company housing and stores have

been instruments for worker
abuse. However, unlike in the
company towns of old, McCull-
och stadium residents aren’t paid
in scrip, and according to Pas-
sage, they aren’t directly paying
rent either. Stadium residents
are taxed as if their housing is
a form of income, but are not
billed by the university. Still,
considering ongoing rent in-
creases in Salem, the relationship
between the university and its
working residents could stand to
become more tenuous if demand
for cheaper housing solutions in-
creases among staff. For now, the
stadium housing program makes
sense for many members of the
athletic staff. At the very least,
their commute seems hard to
beat.
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Searching for Downtown Salem’s
Skate Scene

Tired of Opening Days and faced
with the prospect of another
first year ice-breaking event, I
slunk back to my dorm to grab
my skateboard. A quick google
search for “Nearest Skatcpark”
led me ten blocks northwest to
four quarter pipes, a low flatrail,
and a concrete pyramid in a grove
of Douglas Firs on the far side of
Marion Square Park. Shouldered
out of the transition section by
BMXers and relegated to the more
mellow street section of the park,
[ plied my trade, trying back 180s
on flatground. It was a moonlit,
t-shirt-wearing night in August,
and no other skateboarder was in
the park. A new Willamette stu-
dent skater may find themselves
wandering aimlessly through the
brick and granite buildings of
the central area. A trained eye
may land on a statue of a cravel-
ing minister perpetually riding a
horse on three grindab]c granite
ledges. A stone plaza lined with
small varying stair sets lies a block
from the office of revenue, which
holds two mellow kicker ramps, a
handful of stair sets and a perfect
metallic ]edgc ona scu]pturc in its
courtyard. Although the central
area houses numerous temples to
street skating, one may struggle to
find any monks. Local skater and
Zumiez employee Roman Carden
puts it simply: “The scene around
here is so minimal, yknow? It’s
bare minimum.”

The older generation of
skaters in the area have more to
say. In the late ‘9o0s and ‘oos, “we’d
have 25 people trying to skate SP
(Marion Square Park, otherwise
known as Salem Park) on a Friday
night,” says seasoned local Max
Carlson. Pete Ingram, owner of
Blast Off Vintage clothing store
and skate counter, agrees: “There

was more people putting in /"

cffort.” Each of these long—
time scene members at-
tributes a ]argc portion
of the success of the old
downtown Salem scene
back to one shop: EXIT
Real World. Founded in 1993
by Missy Samice, a graduate of
Willamette’s Atkinson School of
Management, EXIT led the skate
culture of the downtown area for
over two decades. At SP, Max Carl-
son regaled me with tales of EXIT’s
skate team. Pro skaters Sebo Walk-

SKEET STARR
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er (Krooked, Spitfire, Bones Swiss
cce.), and Tyler Bledsoe (Quasi,
HUF), among others, got their
first break in the industry ac EXIT.
Former EXIT Real World co-own-
er Jake

“Those guys would just meet up

Hauswirth Cxplained,
at the shop and go filming. They
just needed somewhere to be a
part of” The team was “pretty clite
and pretty hard to get onto,” says
Carlson, who used to work at the
shop. Between Hauswirth, Carlson
and Ingram, I listened to hours of
tall tales about the happen- ings

during the EXIT era.
A vert ramp on the I:.
stage of the El- .

sinore Theater, a

frontside flip over
the SP pyramid to
flac performed by

Baker Skateboards’
renowned  Andrew
Reynolds, free shoe

giveaways at SP, and so
on. All agree that EXIT was
the downtown skate communi-
ty’s cultural hub. As online sales
became more popular in the 2010,
“it got harder and harder to have
a retail store,” says Hauswirth. In
2014, EXIT packed up for good,
leaving behind a void.

Today three skate shops
operate within the central area:
Blast Off Vintage, Caakes, and
Zumicz. Blast Off Vintage, run by
Pete Ingram, houses a small skate
counter near the front desk
of a large store which pri-
marily focuses on vintage
clothing. When T first
entered the store,

I immediately /
saw who 1 A&
thought

must

be

In-

gram  hang-
ing out next
to the count-
er. He wears a
healthy white

beard, a trucker hat
and board shorts. The joint was
full of customers. When I first
approached him, we could hardly
understand each other over the
punk rock blaring from his sound

PR

system. Between transactions,
he Cxp]ained to me that he first
opened the skate counter using
surplus products from the de-
funct EXIT Real World. Today,
there does not seem to be too
much surplus to go around in
terms of skate gear at Blast Off.
Ingram helps keep skaters sup-
plied, but vintage clothing re-
mains his main focus.

A few blocks down
High Street from Blast Off lies
Caakes. The banner on Caakes’
website proclaims, “Caakes is a
street inspircd ]ifcsty]c brand...
that collaborates with inspired
individuals to produce custom,
onc-of-a-kind designs to con-
nect you to your authentic self.”
Struggling Caakes ownership has
recently placed Aumsville born
vert skater Nolan Roebke at the
head of day to day management.
Stepping off the busy street into
Caakes, I was immediately greet-
ed by Roebke, glossy concrete
flooring, bare white walls, and a
perfectly  windexed
skate counter.

. When 1

spoke with Roeb-
ke around 4 p.m., he told
me, “It’s been slow today. We ha-
ven't had a customer.” Charged

with bringing the apparel-based

Caakes back from the brink of

closure, Roebke hopes to refocus
the skate-
boarding retail with a special

storefront towards

interest in vert. Vert is a form
of skating that requires Tony
Hawk-esque skate ramps, which
are hard to find in the Salem
arca. “I don’t want to complete-
ly change the skate scene, but I
want more people to know about
vert skating.” As I left the shop,
he offered a customer 35% off a
new pair of Lakai’s, but in the
end Caakes didn’t have the cor-
rect shoe size in stock.

Lastly, nestled within
Salem Center Mall, across from
the Foot Locker and adjacent
to the Hot Topic, one of 739
worldwide Zumiez storefronts
supplies the Salem populace
with “...many brands; Vans, Nike
SB, Obey, Adidas, RIPNDIP,

Thrasher, Primitive, Diamond

Supply & more,” according to
their website. “Zumiez seems
to try..at least the workers
seem to try...that’s all we got,”
says Carlson. Rocbke, a former
Zumiez employee, put his feel-
ings more bluntly: “As a skater
I absolutely despise Zumiez.”
Pete Ingram is in the planning
stages of a new sticker design
to sell at Blast Off which reads,

“We're small but we're not in
the mall.” Roman Carden,
a current Zumiez em-
ployee, holds a more
nuanced viewpoint

of the

issue.

corporate
“Pll - skate
corporate stuff, Tll
fucking skate Nikes. I
. don’t give a shit.”
A\  Still, he admics,

“I'd rather go
2 to Caakes
or Blast
Off
Vin-

tage
up here

if 1 have the
option to, but
it’s

not often
that I get the option to.”

Shops and culture are im-
portant, but skate scenes are
built on concrete foundations.
In terms of parks, the central
area’s begrudgingly beloved
SP has remained unchangcd
since its opening in the ear-
ly ‘90s. Meanwhile, nearby
Carlson Skatepark in Keizer
(Keizer Park) has recently been
revamped by the legendary
Dreamland  skatepark  com-
pany. Dreamland, which was
founded by the concrete gue-
rillas who created Portland’s
iconic Burnside park, fixed
structural issues at Keizer. They
also added brand new features
to make the already huge com-
plex irresistible to local skat-
ers. Carlson explains that over
the years, the younger genera-
tion of SP skaters weaned out.
“Maybc it’s because there’s so
many good parks around here.”
When I met Carden at SP, he
explained to me that he pre-
ferred to go to Keizer Park,
but wound up at SP out of
necessity. Rcfcrcncing Salem’s

unhoused population, Roebke

Photos by Macy oy

remarked, “The parks are fine,
it’s the people that go to them
that suck.”

The central area’s sur-
plus of street spots are guarded
by local state and government
regulations. A“pedestrian safe-
ty zone” encompases a vast
swath of the downtown area,
and from the river to the cap-
itol, prohibited
even on public sidewalks. Of

skating is

course, government buildings
that lie bcyond the safcty zone
also prohibit skateboarding.
“There’s a rumor that the in-
ventor of skatestoppers is from
Salem,” claims Carlson.

Despite the lack of eas-
ily skateable infrastructure and
cultural backing, the down-
town scenc’s faint and hopeful
heartbeat can still be heard.
Carden explained a theory of
his to me: “if we just start skat-
ing all the shit in the world and
make every business complain
about how skaters are skating
their stuff, eventually they're
gonna have to revamp this [Sa-
lem Park] so skaters stay away
from those businesses, right?”
In terms of SP revamp plans,
Carlson hopes to sece a park
that extends all the way under
the bridge so that there will
always be a dry place to ride.
In order to restore the scene
of the ‘oos he says, “we would
just need a shop like Missy’s
again.” The old growth firs pose
a problem for park expansion
plans, but both Carden and
Carlson imagine them protec-
tively surrounded with skate-
able transitions. Furthermore,
salvation could await the scene
three miles east of SP at Geer
Park, where the City of Salem
plans to break ground for a
new 20,000 sq. ft. skatepark in
2024.

The Willamette street
skater of today stands on the
edge of a neglected frontier.
The perils of this frontier must
be met with optimism, and a
true love for skatcboarding.
Come rain, cop, security guard
or forgotten park, downtown
Salem skaters must brave the
elements to reach their poten-
tial. At SP, I asked a kid who
couldn’c be more than 15 what
he thought T had to include
in this article. He thought for
a moment then responded:

“Keep pushing, don’t give up.”
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Leaving It All on the Court: Volleyball Set for First
Winning Season Since 2016

Heading into  last
weckend’s  matchups  against
the Loggers and the Lutes on
Oct. 28th and 29th, Bearcat
volleyball was locked in a four
way tie with Puget Sound,
Whitworth, and George Fox
for the Northwest Confer-
ence (NWCQC) title. The Log-
gers felled the Bearcats with
a 3-0 sweep, two sets of which
were within two points. Then
the Lutes narrowly scraped
out a win in the fifth set, 15-
12. The weekend’s disappoint-
ing results all but knock the
Bearcats out of the title race.
This weckend, though, they
still stand to leave a mark on
Willamette Vollcyball histo-
ry. If the team pulls out a win
against cither Lewis and Clark
or George Fox, they will earn
the second NWC

winning season in 15 years, and

Bearcats’

the first since 2016.

Olivia Cadien (‘25),
who leads the squad in kills
with 271 on the season, ex-
plained via email: “The team
put in a lot of work in the
off season and we worked
on fine-tuning our shots and
working on our defense. I
think some of it [our success]
has to do with our mindset
this year, too. We have a large
graduating class, and we came
out from the beginning of the
season thinking, ‘we need to all
play for each other and not for
ourselves.” Shyla Sato (‘23),
team leader in digs with 443,
continued on the same email
thread: “I think we were real-
1y starting to learn how to gel

tOthhCI’ as a team. EVCI’y year

cach individual player is so
talented and brings different
skills to the court, but it’s just
a matter of us putting all the
pieces together.” The prima-
ry playcrs of the starting six
are Cadien, Dani Queja (‘23),
Emma Porter (‘23), and Sato.
Cadien and Queja combine
for 55% of all kills. Porter alone
completed 86% of all assists.
The four combined make up
80% of the team’s digs, with
Sato leading the group by a
mile.

Alongside these four’s
dominance on the stat sheet,
the Bearcat supporting crew
continue to make sure the
system runs smoothly. In the
email interview Cadien said: “I
think that our middle block-
ers, Kaitlyn Westby (‘25), Syd-
ney Locke (‘26), and recently
Nora Wade (‘26), have been big
impacts oﬁ‘ensivcly and defen-
sivcly. 'Ihcy get hugc blocks,
kills, and, less noticeably, hold
the blockers and the other
side, al]owing for us to have
only one blocker up when we
hit.” Sato pointed out that
the entire team functions as a
unit dedicated to improving
cach other. “The whole team
deserves to be recognized. Al-
though our digs, assists, and
kills are what's shown on the
stat sheet, we aren’t able to
get better every single day if
it wasn’t for our teammates
pushing us in practice.”

The Bearcats are 5-1
at home this season, and hope
to capitalize on that advan-
tage this weckend. “Playing
at home is always fun and ex-

SKEET STARR
STAFF WRITER

citing. It provides a feeling
of comfort being on our own
court, but we owe a lot of our
success to the fans” said Sarto.
“We love our cheering section
and can attribute a lot of our
at home wins to them. They
bring an immense amount of
energy to the game and we al-
ways appreciate everyone who
comes out.”

Three of the big four
this season, as well as two oth-
er big point carners, Stecle
Jasa and Lexi Martin, are se-
niors. Cadien, a sophomore,
isn’t worried for the future of
the squad, however. “I think
it will be difficule losing our
seniors, but we have many
freshmen this year that have
the ability to step in next year.
I do not doubt that we will
come out next year having put
in the work during off seca-
son and building on what we
have accomplished this year.”
And as for this weekend, the
seniors will undoubtedly be
looking to make a statement
for their last dance. Sato ex-
plained; “Although we have
had a lot of success, I think it’s
also important to acknowl-
edge the losses we have had
this season. We have played
some really tough matches and
I think it made us motivated to
get back in the gym and work
even harder.” It’s the positive
culture displayed here that
has kept the Bearcats together
throughout the season. And as
for the Bruins and Pioneers,
read the above quote back to
yourself; and start praying.

Emma Porter at Willamette vs. Pacific University, Sept. 12, 2022. Photo: Photo: Kendrick Arakaki/Willamette University

Men’s Soccer wins the Northwest
Conference

ERNIE SAMORA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Photos from the team’s Instagram.

It’s a great day to
be a Bearcat!

It has been a phe-
nomenal season for Willa-
mette Men’s Soccer. After
an electric victory against
the Linfield Wildcats in
McMinnville, Men’s Soc-
cer has ofﬁcially won the
Northwest
The Bearcats brought an

Conference!

explosive energy to the
field, ending with a final
score of 5-0. Men’s Soccer
is also currently ranked
#25 in the NCAA DIII
National Coaches’ Top 25
Poll.

15 Bearcats have
scored at least one goal, for
a total of 49 in the season.
Pierce Gallaway (‘23) leads
with an impressive 11 goals
and six assists. Goalkeeper
Pierluca Carnovale (‘24)
ended the season with an
astonishing 48 saves.

The team worked
hard for their victory.
They began their training
their offseason.

during

The start of their season
marked weekly 6 am.
training, sometimes in
the cold and rain. Their
determination and un-
paralleled amount of time
training makes their vic-
tory even sweeter. “Win-
ning the conference was
an absolutely surreal feel-
ing,” Carnovale said. “Our
coaches and senior class
really deserve this.”

Carnovale also
wanted to show apprecia-
tion to the fans who sup-
ported them. “Shout-out
to everyone who came to
a match or streamed an
away game, we couldn’t
have done it without you.”

If you see any of
the soccer players around
campus, be sure to tell
them congratulations and
be sure to support them
Saturday the 12th as they
play Wisconsin Platteville
in Chicago at the national
tournament!
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“We want to bring the
Willamette community together
and make it fun to be a Bearcat.”
Ryan Johns (‘24), president of the
Northwest Conference Student
Athlete Committee,
dent of the Willamette Student
Athlete  Advisory Committee
(SAAC) and offensive lineman
on Willamette Football, is hop-
ing to make Willamette Achlet-
ics and the Bearcat community

co-presi-

better than ever.

The Covid-19 pandem-
ic made folks understandably
concerned about going to large
public events, including live
sporting events. Now that the

SAAC seeks to bring Willamette Community together

campus is able to better manage
Covid on-campus and restric-
tions are beginning to return to
the pre-pandemic norm, SAAC
is trying to get more people at
the games and build the Bearcat
community.
SAAC is

tee of two students from ecach

a  commit-

sports team that meet biweekly
to discuss service events, events
to bring campus together, and
how to foster an engaged student
athlete population. SAAC’s mo-
tivation is rooted in Willamette’s
motto: “Non nobis solum nati
sumus,” or “Not unto ourselves
alone are we born.” Their ulti-
mate goal is to build and better
our community through athlet-
ics, bring athletes into the com-

munity, bring community into
athletics and ultimately build
leaders.

One challenge SAAC
has experienced is a disconnect
between student athletes and
non-athletes. “People don’t know
when the games are. They don’t
know how to get there,” Johns
said. Some students are not in-
formed of when athletic events
are occurring, making it difficulc
to get them in the stands. In or-
der to offset this, SAAC provides
a poster with the dates of all the
on-campus home games in the
athletic center on the second
floor of Sparks. Johns also said
that the Bearcat app is a great
way to keep track of when and
where home games are taking

place.

Even with the discon-
nect, Johns said the attendance
of games is on the rise. There are
more people, both students and
folks from the broader Salem
community, at the games than
there have been the previous two
years. Before classes began, the
football team volunteered at a
local youth football jamboree.
Now, Johns has seen several of
the Salem locals they met attend-
ing the football games. By bring-
ing athletics into the community,
Willamette Football expanded
and strengthened the Bearcat
community.

Considering the class of
2026 is the largest freshman class
in seven years and Covid is more

manageable on campus, there is
an opportunity to get more stu-
dents in the stands than we have
had since the start of the pan-
demic.

In the future, SAAC
will be arranging several themed
games, such as a “pink out” or
a Halloween event. Events and
themes will be listed on the Bear-
cats app. Potential events coming
in the future include tailgates,
barbeques, and maybe even food
trucks. If you have anything you
think
games more fun, reach out to a
SAAC representative to let them
know!

When asked for any fi-

nal comments, Johns had this to

would make the sport

say: “Go Bearcats!”

Sprinter in a Strange Land

Willamette’s student ath-
letes are notorious for
missing classes, tests and
other learning activities.
Countless roll calls have
been delayed by bewil-
dered  professors  who
distinctly remember hav-
ing more students. What
you may not know is that
those athletes are honor
bound to fulfill 2 commit-
ment much more import-
ant than any old midterm
exam. Those athletes are
going to sit on a bus for
several hours, run around
on a big rectangle for an
hour or so, and then hop
right back on the bus.
Simon Kidder (‘24)
is all too aware of the
time spent traveling. As a
member of Willamette’s
Men’s Track and Men’s
Soccer teams, a shocking
percentage of his life has
been devoted to sitting on
a bus for tens of thousands
of meters so he can get out
and run four hundred. He
explained that the track
team’s meets are almost
always within Oregon’s
borders, “which is nice
because you don’t have to
travel that far,” but he did
mention the 2022 North-
west Conference meet, a
two-day event in Tacoma,
as a rare and exhausting
exception.These numbers
pale in comparison to his
travel for soccer. After
describing a five day trip
to San Antonio, he took
a moment to think before

RYAN STROBEL
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confirming that it was the
longest trip he had taken
for the sport. The grim re-
ality of Kidder’s situation
did not seem to affect his
outlook. “Yes, those over-
night trips take out a lot
of time, but they’re also
just so much fun—the bus
rides with the team and
that social aspect. Just
getting to hang out with
the team for a long time.”

Katherine Thorn-
ton (‘24), another mem-
ber of the track team,
echoed the sentiment.
When I asked how she
preferred to spend down-
time on the track bus, she
said she typically tried
and failed at both sleep-
ing and homework before
resorting to team interac-
tions “like talking, playing
games, hanging out, play-
ing rock paper scissors for

» she contin-

two hours...
ued, listing other games
that could be played “with
minimal equipment,” in-
cluding ninja, chopsticks,
zip-zap-zop, mafia, and
other fourth grade clas-
Spotify

blends was another pre-

sics.  Creating
ferred activity. She even
cited playing “Egyptian
rat slap” as one of the best
memories she made in her
time on the track & field
team.

But these trips are
not all fun and games.
Thornton described the
difficulty of sleeping in a

hotel room as an obstacle

e
4

~
e

to consider before com-
peting. Apprehension can
build after arriving at a ri-
val school, and the unfamil-
iar environment may affect
the player’s mindset. Kaio-
na Apio (‘24) once achieved
their personal javelin re-
cord on Western Oregon’s
track “just because the run-
way was a little similar” to
the one at McCulloch Sta-
dium. Apio continued: “it
definitely shouldn’c affect
you mentally. You should
be stronger than that. But
I do really remember that
Lane’s track is blue.” Al-
though the blue track did
not come up again in our
interview, the implication
was clear.

In their respective
interviews, Apio and Kid-
der both recalled one spe-
cific trip, nicknamed the
“Whits Trip.” This week-
end-spanning odyssey gets
the journeys to our two

-

Photo from Willamette Athletics website.

least convenient rivals over
and done with in one fell-
swoop. It begins with ei-
ther Whitman College, in
Walla Walla, Washington
or Whitworth University
in Spokane, Washington.
From Salem, the bus ride
to Whitman takes
five hours. Whitworth ap-
proaches seven. The team

over

leaves early on Friday
morning and returns to Sa-
lem late on Sunday evening,
or even carly on Monday
morning, in extreme cases.
The athletes
for this article unanimous-
ly agreed that Willamette

professors don’t hesitate

interviewed

to make accommodations
for their schedules, but I've
personally witnessed many
athletes
consequences

face unintended
from such
trips. Turning in assign-
ments late, missing import-
ant material, or presenting

on Google Slides after ev-

cryonc ClSC already went is

an inescapable reality of the
Division III athlete.

All of the time and
energy spent traveling can
take its toll on student
athletes. When 1 asked
Thornton if this shared ex-
perience was important to
team bonding, she told me,
“Yeah, it can be. Sometimes
it can just be exhausting.
But we're tired in silence
together.” Apio, near the
end of their interview, said,
“sports affect our lives so
much, especially when we’re
involved in them. They're
a big part of our identity,
and so being trapped in
some kind of vehicle, with a
bunch of other people, who
you know from practicing
every day and also have
that identity... You're going
to compete and prove this
identity. It’s definitely very
good for team-building.”
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Review: 24 Hour Theater

PRIYA THOREN
STAFF WRITER

ThC 24 hOl.lI' long StI‘CtCh Of time

between 8 p.m. of Saturday, Oct.
15 and Sunday, Oct. 16 was jam-
packed with the hustle of writing,
directing and acting five one-act
plays. Actors showed up already
in a costume of their choice on
Saturday evening, tasking the
playwrights to come up with a
story around them; the act was
also required to feature a magic
wand. After hours of rehearsals,
Student Theatre Arts Group for
Equity (S.T.A.G.E.) opened the
doors of Putnam Studio in the
M. Lee Pelton Theatre building
on campus at 7 p.m. Sunday eve-
ning to welcome an cager audi-
ence to their showcase.

The first play, “Age-
Old Question,” written by Ike
Turman and directed by Sophie
Files, featured four immortal
characters who banded together
to try and diffuse a bomb. The
characters seemed reluctant to
do this task, and had some witty
banter as they tried to figure out
how to diffuse it. The theme of
magic wand had an integral part
in the act, with the bomb even-
tual]y magica]]y disappeared by
Gray (p]ayed by Nur Yuceoral).

Turman, the mind be-
hind “Age-Old Question” said:
“It felt really cool to get to ap-
pl_y my writing to something...
not very often do big projects
come along where people can
collaborate with bringing their
strengths together as opposed to
individualistic approaches. Peo-
ple get boxed into things they
don’t want to be in, but here

everyone got to bring strengths
and the end result was a collabo-
rative effort where you could see
everyone’s artistic methods on
display,” he said. Sophie Files was
the director of “Age-Old Ques-
tion” and said that directing the
act was very chaotic. They ex-
pressed their need for sleep, but
also their pride for their actors.

The second play, “This
is a Satchel,” written by River
Hosten and directed by Elliott
Alongi, was set within the fa-
miliar walls of Baxter Hall. The
whole play enjoyed the noise of
laughter from the audience—a
jab at the recent gas leak in the
complex elicited an especial—
ly large reaction. Olle Wurtzel
played Olle, who donned a heavy
Russian accent that made the al-
ready funny lines even funnier.
Haley (played by Haley Jarvis)
and her roommate Lani (played
by Lani Southern) perfectly
presented the air of amicable
roommates. However, it was re-
vealed that the siblings’ parents
were responsible for the death
of Lani’s parents, and she sought
revenge by becoming Ha]ey’s
roommate to kill her and her
brother. Luckily, Haley was able
to escape and free Olle before it
was too late. The mundane feel
of regular college life combined
with the plot twist made for a
comedic and gripping act over-
all.

“This is a Satchel” actor
Haley Jarvis found the experi-
ence to be really fun—everybody

was very supportive of each oth-

er, she said. She added that it
was a great community bonding
event, and that anybody should
consider doing 24 Hour Theatre,
even if they have never done
anything related to theatre be-
fore. It allows people to explore
different avenues of theatre, like
directing, writing, etcetera, she
said. Fellow “This is a Satchel”
actor Lani Southern was proud
to say that this was her third
time doing 24 Hour Theatre. It is
always a lot of fun; most things
are silly in 24 Hour Theatre, she
said.

The third play, “Happy
Birthday,” written by Caleb Lar-
son and directed by Ella String-
er, took a more emotional route
but kept up with the theme of
plot twists. The play began with
Vivian (played by Tori Purpura)
watching silently from a desk as
April (played by Fracesca Finch)
sobbed to the ground about her
neglectful mother. Vivian in-
vited April to her house, where
she began to slip and reveal her
true motives of using April as a
replacement for her late daugh-
ter Chloe. Apri]’s fear was quite
palpable, but I found the whole
concept to be a litde predice-
able. However, I commend the
knife fighting scene, which was
just the right amount of intense.

Next “Bar-
on Mind,” written by Vincent

up was

Schillings and directed by lrislyn
Monteith. The play began with a
comedic sequence of emails read
out loud by their writers, Olga
Hanford (played by Margareth
Ramos) and Geoff
Davis (played by
Noah Mendel). It
seemed to be your
casual  workplace
dispute comedy,
- until ghost Horace
i Hanford  (played
by Chase Pyne) ap-
peared after being
= summoned by the
| phrase “It wouldn’t
hurt to be a bit
- more spirited” and
- awand ofpower. It
was then revealed
that he was Olga’s

great—great—great—

Photos by Karina May

grandfather. After reading aloud
a family story about a monkey
and teaching Olga how to op-
timize her power in the work-
place, Horace left. What stood
out to me the most was the un-
abashed promotion of Oregon
American Federation of Labor
- Congress of Industrial Organi-
zations (AFL-CIO), which was
funny and memorable in its rep-
ctition and singing of the orga-
nization’s phone number, which
for the record is 503-232-1195.

Mind”  play-
wright Vincent Schillings de-

“Baron

scribed the writing process as
a haze. Schillings had begun
writing the act at 11 p-m. Satur-
day evening and was back at his
dorm at 4 a.m. Sunday morning.
Chase Pyne, aka Horace Hanford
in “Baron Mind,” summarized
his 24 hour theatre experience
as both terrifying and amazing.
He had had no prior experience
in theatre, but his nerves were
not visible on stage. He was sur-
prisingly not that tired after the
show, Pyne said.

The final play was ti-
tled “Arcane Arcade,” written
by Anna Burns and directed by
Lily Walsh. The act was short

but eventful, as two friends dis-
covered a magic wand within
the floor of an abandoned ar-
cade. The sudden flickering of
lights accompanied the voice of
the owner of the wand—a spell-
demanded it be
returned to them and snatched
it back to the right part of the

universe. The music was a nice

CZlStCI‘—WhO

touch, and the concept of having
a voice offstage was interesting,
and I think the desired mystical
effect was achieved.

The sheer range of emo-
tions that was able to be config-
ured and displayed all within 24
hours was a feat that 1 believe
the entire cast and crew of the
event should be proud of. The re-
actions from the audience were
a great addition to the comfort-
able and casual atmosphere of
the night, and the sense of com-
munity extended past the stage.
would say that this is one Willa-
mette event you do not want to
miss out on—whether you prefer
Working on the productions or
would rather be in the audience,
Putnam Studio is the place to be
on 24 Hour Theatre night.
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Staff Picks: When Does The Holiday Season Begin?

Topic: When does the Holiday Season begin? Are you a November 1st person, or does it not even cross
your mind until the beginning of December?
Compiled by: Bella Montalvo, Opinions Editor

Disclaimer: The views/opinions expressed are from the individual staff members and do not reflect the perspective of the Collegian Staff , nor
the view of the Collegian as a whole. The submissions are unedited/altered from what was submitted by individual staff members.

The Pick: A week beforeThanksgiv-
ing-New Years Day

Submitted by: Gus Gunter, Busi-
ness Manager

Staff Comment: | think that the
greater holiday season starts about
a week and a half before thanksgiv-
ing and last until New Years

The Pick: October is for Halloween,
festive decor can come out during
Daylight savings, but the Holiday
season starts in December
Submitted by: Chrissy Ewald, Man-
aging Editor

Staff Comment:October is the
month of Halloween and should be
observed accordingly. | love when
people put up festive lights around
daylight savings (because WOW
winter in Oregon can be dark), but
| think people need to wait until De-

respect for Thanksgiving.

The Pick: November 1st
Submitted by: Maille Olgyay, Artist
Staff Comment: | think Christmas
time starts after Halloween. Octo-
ber is for Halloween but November
and December are for Christmas. (
personally | don't like Thanksgiving
because of the history)

The Pick: November 1st
Submitted by: Monte Remer, Staff
Writer

Staff Comment: | mean ideally Hal-
loween would just never end, but
the second that it does, Christmas
songs should be blaring.

The Pick: November 1st
Submitted by: Eleanor Hu, Life-
styles Editor

Staff Comment: 1| am huge on

celebrate Thanksgiving, so as soon
as October 31st ends I'm celebrat-
ing the holidays. Actual holiday ac-
tivities might not happen until a lit-
tle later, but November 1st is Mariah
Carey time.

The Pick: The end of the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade
Submitted by: Emma Innes, Editor
In Chief

Staff Comment: October should be
Halloween only. | dont mind stores
setting out Christmas stuff in No-
vember and festive lights should be
kept up from November to at least
February because pretty and Ore-
gon dark. The Holiday season be-
gins when Santa arrives at the end
of Macy’'s Thanksgiving day parade.
However, | will be drinking as many
peppermint mochas as | can from

cember for Christmas things out of Christmas music and | don't

November onward.

Opinion : My experience at Willa-
mette as an international student

I'm an international ex-

change student from the UK and
I've been studying at Willamette
University for over a month now.
During my short time here I've
experienced plenty of culture
shocks and have had time to re-
flect on the many peculiarities of
life in the U.S. From education to
recreation, I've encountered sev-
eral differences between here and
home.

En-
glish-speaking country I expect-

Coming to an
ed the number of cultural barri-
ers to be minimal. Since an early
age I've been heavily exposed to
American culture through lots of
different media, from late-night
television shows like Saturday
Night Live to some of my favor-
ite music artists, and so I arrived
in this country believing that 1
was already familiar witch its peo-
ple and conventions. However 1
quickly came to realize that the
U.S. is unique in so many ways.
I'll start with some of
the differences between Willa-
mette and my home university,
the University of Birmingham.
The teaching model here ac Wil-
lamette is more rigorous than

JIMMY SIMPSON
STAFF WRITER

that practiced in the British high—
er education system. While back
home the onus is very much on
the student to conduct their own
independent study and research,
the learning here is much more
closely assessed and guided by the
professor. Here we are marked
on attendance and participation
in classes. Assessment also takes
a variety of forms, from presen-
tations to summaries of the key
reading. Moreover the workload
defiitely feels more intense. As
someone who is accustomed to
no more than an hour or two of
preparation for every class per
wecek, the weekly homework as-
signments and large quantities of
rcading are at times challcnging.
For all its demands, the academ-
ic experience here is nonetheless
rewarding. I've found myself en-
gagecl and participating in class
content to a much greater degree.
I've learned so much in just the
first few weeks of semester, and |
am constantly ehallenged by my
professors, but in a way that feels
healthy and stimulating.

There are other aspects
of American campus life that I've
found intriguing and at times
even jarring. The emphasis on
extracurricular activities, partic-
ularly the culture of sport pro-

moted here at Willamette, differs
a fair bit from British campus
life. In the UK most students
(at least from my own personal
experience) come to school first
and foremost to pursue their
degree.  Extracurricular  com-
mitments are often secondary,
while here almost everyone ['ve
met has their own project or side
hustle(s). Most people play or
have played for a sports team (or
several) from elementary school
onward. Many of the male stu-
dents I have met at Willamette
in particular have told me that
their primary reason for coming
to university is to advance their
sporting carcers. Undergraduate
life at Willamette extends far be-
yond just academics. The univer-
sity is just as much a community
as it is an institution of higher
education; it promotes physical,
spiritual and emotional devel-
opment just as much as it does
good grades and employability.
The emphasis on extracurricu-
lars certainly makes for a more
well-rounded undergraduate ex-
perience.

Life beyond Willamette
has presented even more sur-
prises (as well as the occasional
challenge). Its difficult to un-
derstate just how much bigger
everything is here in the U.S. Be
it the portion sizes, cars, houses,
billboards, you name it: Ameri-
cans don’t shy away from making
everything and anything jumbo
size. Recently I found myself in
a Starbucks in Seattle and what |

expected to be a small macchiato
turned out to be comparable to a
grande back home. This is clear-
ly an expression of the much
broader consumer culture prac-
ticed here in the U.S. Yes, we
have all the big brand names in
the UK, but American consumer
habits are pretty distinct. Every-
one (well, almost everyone) has
the newest iPhone, the newest
Nikes, the biggest and flashiest
car. [ may be exaggerating, but it
all amounts to a status symbol in
a way that it just doesn’t for us
Brits. I've talked at length about
the peculiarities of U.S. culture
with my fellow British exchange
students.

A few weceks ago Clem-
mie Little (‘23), a friend from
home who is also here at Willa-
mette, observed how spending
money and outward expressions
of wealth seem to be “cool” here
in the U.S., especially among
young people. Among British
students this is generally not the
case. Buying from thrift stores
(or, as we call them, “charity
shops”), dressing cheap, embrac-
ing tat and “slumming” it are
all precty common features of
British university culture. Not
so here. There are plenty of oth-
er culcural differences, from the
obvious (spelling) to the more
subtle (certain social conven-
tions and cultural expectations).
Of course there are also the less
trivial differences, the not-so-
pleasant characteristics of the

U.S. political system, which,

well, T won’t go into here.

I'd briefly like to discuss
a recent event that significantly
impacted me and brought my
forcign status into sharp focus:
namely, the death of Queen Eliz-
abeth II. Just several weeks into
the fall semester the world was
shaken by the news that Brit-
ain’s longest—reigning monarch
had died at the age ofninety—six.
Though I am personally no roy-
alist and staunchly oppose the
British monarchy, I cannot deny
that experiencing such a mon-
umental historical event so far
removed from my home country
left me with strange and compli-
cated feelings. Being absent from
all the mourning and pageantry
surrounding the Queen’s death
was certainly an odd experience,
and observing my country’s re-
sponse from afar felt somewhat
alienating. Though the event
made headline news everywhere,
I could sense that it didn’t quite
hold the same importance for
my American peers. It high—
lighted the fact that the culture
I grew up in, and the one that |
call home, is just one ofmany in
the grand scheme of everything.

My time so far living
and studying abroad has un-
doubtedly broadened my per-
spective of the world in which
we live. While at times strange
and emotionally taxing, it has
made for a humbling and fasci-
nating experience.
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10 Years Ago
Headlines from
November 14, 2012

WU football routs UPS
50

Why all your stolen
soudy dishes are cost-

ing you money

1he Willamette hook-
wp: tps and tricks

PubCat on campus: givel
it a shot

ASWU passes and act
vo fund the Blitz the

Bearcat Program

50 Years Ago
Headlines from
November 16, 1972

Beatles decline said due
(o almighty dollar’

Cats rolled by Loggers

Politics seen destroying
language

/Harvey named law dean

[.ichens indicate air
quality

L llis jazz concert given
senate vote of confidence

Vor discussing uniform

100 Years Ago
Headlines from
November 15, 1922

“Win my chum week” to
open on Sunday eve

Country club is scene of
Adelante Webster party

Miss Jeffers announces
er bethrothal to Mr.
Weniz

Iniercollegiate Commit-
tee to gather in Portland

methods

ART AND COMICS

Willamette is just six schools in a Trenchcoat.

Art by Chrissy Ewald

Wheel of Goudy. Art by Chrissy Ewald

Boots the duck. Art by Minna Zhou

SN N

ACROSS

2. This major has changes to
the requirements

3. this type of tree remains in
Sparks lot

6. Blitz’s predecessor

8. This fellowship gave stu-
dents money for art projects
9. This Student organization
puts on shows in 24 hours
10. 50 years of this law

11. Being phased out by WU

DOWN

1. Collegian staff disagree on
when this season begins

2. Skeet Starr went looking for
this culture in Salem

4. Name of The Collegian’s
mascot

5. Blitz market can’c sell chis
anymore

7. Found in the football stadi-

Boots the miscommu-
nication. Art by Maille

Olgyay

Barney's revenge. Art by Josie Elicker



