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Opening Days

What you need to know about Bearcat fall sports

Hello, new Bearcat.
Feeling behind? Good. Fall
sports have already begun.
Please, memorize the following
document. It will be brought up
later.

Last fall, the habitu-
ally beleaguered football team
saw an excess of coaching turn-
over. Following a precious and
narrow pre-season victory over
LaVerne, then head coach Isaac
Parker (‘02) departed from Wil-
lamette for reasons yet undis-
closed by either himself or the
university. He was thus tem-
porarily replaced by defensive
coordinator Tim Rude, who
continued the Bearcat’s proud
five-season tradition of not win-
ning a single game in confer-
ence play.

In the spring, Aric Wil-
liams, a one-time OSU Beaver
and Philadelphia Eagle, took the
helm; immediately implement-
ing some unorthodox recruit-
ing strategies. If he manages to
guide the ‘Cats to a win this fall,
consider his statue already built.
The football team plays at Mc-
Culloch on Saturdays.

In 2022, men’s soc-
cer earned their first outright
conference championship. Last
fall, however, they crumbled to
a dreary fourth-place finish. In
the dying minutes of their sea-
son’s final game, the sky broke,
pummeling them and a bland
but victorious Pacific side with
slugging raindrops. Following
the season, former head coach
Sam Adelman announced his
departure, planning to follow
his fiancée to Boston.

A highly contested
replacement  hiring  process
saw the instatement of Mat-
thew Corti-Young, an assistant

coach from UC San Diego. Cor-
ti-Young says he hopes to bring
a non-dogmatic array of per-
spectives to the job. Further re-
porting on his progress will oc-
cur as soon as we find out what
dogmatic means!

Badly injured through-
out the season, women’s soccer
earned only two wins in 23,
their fewest since at least North-
west Conference incorporation
in 2006. They did however come
back from 1-2 down to defeat
University of Puget Sound away,
the first victory of its kind since
2018. Their victory was woefully
underreported by The Collegian
at the time, but will remain a
sole, bright memory as they try
to claw their way back this fall.
Both soccer teams play at Sparks
on Fridays, Wednesdays and on
weekends.

The triathlon team
is a lot like that annoying high
school friend who got into an
Ivy League school: you never
hear from them, but their suc-
cess is omnipresent. Although
only three years old as a pro-
gram, triathlon has gone to
nattys three times. Head coach
Brett-Franz had a monster
off-season, growing the squad
from eight members to twelve.
They are also overwhelmingly
young, featuring nine under-
classmen. However, this fall
they are notably lacking last
year’s standout prospect, Riga
Grubis.

Few would say that the
cross country teams are out-
right disappointing, but they
also haven’t left ‘Cats fans with
much to be jazzed about over
the last two seasons. Jay Chew
(‘26), Will Hennum (25) and
Zoe Heino (26) are the heavi-
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est hitters. If you see them on
campus it’s customary to nod
respectfully.

More uni athletics up-
dates are released online every
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week in the “Fast Break Sports
Report” Sports and rec also cov-
ers clubs, community events and
whatever counts as recreation.

Blitz ingests some sports updates from The Collegian
Image by Skeet Starr
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New changes to Opening Days operations in
the works for the 2024-25 school year

Art by Eli Fukuji

Plans for the 2024
Opening Days have begun as
applications for Opening Days
(OD) leaders closed on Feb.
19. New OD student leaders
have been chosen and the pro-
cess of planning and integrat-
ing a new system of leadership
has emerged. The Willamette
Events and Activities website
has already posted its gener-
al structure of how the 2024
Opening Days will be run, stat-
ing, “Opening Days will give
you the tools and resources you
need throughout your first se-
mester and beyond. This year’s
program takes place Aug. 21-25,
with move-in day on August
21st.”

With the 2023 Open-
ing Days lasting six full days
from Aug. 22 to Aug. 27 in
comparison to the 2024 Open-
ing Days, which lasted only
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five days, there is an apparent
change in the schedule that cuts
out an entire day.

Along with this alter-
ation, Dean of Students and Di-
rector of Student Engagement
and Leadership Lisa Holliday
explained other changes: “[We
are] really trying to simplify the
responsibilities of the OD lead-
ers. ... So we are really trying to
say, ‘Okay, you're an OD lead-
er, you're responsible for help-
ing students connect and build
relationships and get them ac-
quainted with the campus and
resources.” Instead of having
two OD leaders per group,
there will only be one leader per
group of 15. “Instead of hiring
60 OD leaders, we will be hiring
40,” said Holliday. This adjust-
ment is meant to relieve some of
the responsibilities for OD lead-
ers, but in turn, causes Opening
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Days to be less student-led.

The 2023 OD Leaders
webpage outlines the former
expectations of an OD lead-
er, stating, “They complete a
Spring Training and then re-
turn to school in August for
intensive training and prepara-
tion before Opening Days be-
gins. ... [These] leaders are also
responsible for planning all the
events and programs that occur
during Opening Days. Every
leader is a member of one of
the OD committees, each re-
sponsible for planning different
events.” Though many of these
responsibilities remain the
same, the new changes made to
the OD leader position will de-
crease this workload.

According to Holli-
day, other adjustments are due
to feedback from current first-
year students about their Open-
ing Day experiences. Some
students found the experience
to be overwhelming, as she
recalled, “There was one day
where students were busy from
eight or nine in the morning
until 11 o’clock at night. It was
Colloquium, a couple of edu-
cational programs, and then it
was Matriculation and then the
Glow Up dance. It was just too
much.” In order to create a bal-
ance within the new schedule,
a day was taken off of Opening
Days and the events were more
spread out so there would be
more time to incorporate meals
and breaks.

Willamette  student
Henry Ives (24) was an OD
leader for the 2022 school year
and in a reflection of his time,
he stated, “T've always valued
so much of the connections
that can be made with individ-
ual students and I could see the
worth of the program and how
much people got out of it.” He
transitioned his interests into
student engagement through
his position as an OD leader.

Commenting on the

changes to Opening Days that
decrease student-led activities,
Ives mentioned, “We never have
enough leaders to distribute the
workload evenly, so hopefully
that [change] takes a little bit of
stress oft student leaders because
every year was always, like, too
many people being stretched a
bit too thin.” With oncoming
class sizes increasing steadily
every year since the COVID-19
pandemic eased, OD leaders
have felt their responsibilities
increasing linearly as the role
requires more of them.

As an OD leader for
the 2021-2023 school years,
Naydine Lima-Mercado (24)
recalled, “[I] wouldn’t have
done it over and over again if I
wasn’t interested in improving
the program and being part of
that experience. ... Part of what
I would like to see changed for
Opening Days would definitely
be [more appreciation for the
leaders]. ... Opening Days lead-
ers do a lot of work. ... They
commit a lot of their time for
a small fraction of payment.”
Lima-Mercado led a group of
more than 30 international and
transfer students the first year
she participated in Opening
Days. Another year, she led a
group of 19 students with the
help of another OD leader.

“I have no doubt that
[the Opening Days staft] will
pull it together. They always
have, we always have. Opening
Days have always succeeded be-
cause of the way that we’re able
to pull it together all at once,”
said Lima-Mercado regarding
the new changes to the program.

In hopes of a better
work-education-life balance for
OD leaders and to reduce the
chances of first-year students
being overwhelmed, finalized
plans are still up in the air as the
current academic year nears its
end.*

*Article originally written on
March 20, 2024
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Willamette hookstore to implement
per-credit model for 2024-25 year

In an attempt to pre-
vent the removal of Willamette
University’s bookstore, a new
per-credit model has been con-
firmed to take place for the
2024-25 academic year with the
hopes of increasing utilization
of the bookstore.

The new per-cred-
it model is a course material
delivery program offered as a
solution by Barnes and Noble,
the university bookstore’s part-
ner for the past three years, to
increase bookstore sales. The
model has been successful after
implementation on over 200
other college campuses across
the country. It offers an expand-
ed choice for students on their
textbook purchases by charging
$20 per credit hour, allowing
students to have access to how-
ever many textbooks needed as
assigned by the instructor for
each course. About a month
before classes begin, emails will
be sent out notifying students of
the textbook materials assigned
by each of their instructors. Stu-
dents can choose to opt out at
that time and until the add/drop
period deadline, which provides
a 30-day window. After opting
out, students can still purchase
all needed materials from the
bookstore a la carte as normal.

The textbook section
of the Willamette Bookstore al-
lows students to easily purchase
the course materials they need.
Photo by Alma Snortum-Phelps
If a student chooses to stay opt-
ed in as per the default of the
model, they will then choose
the option of physical or digital
textbooks unless specified by the
instructor, as well as the delivery
method. Digital textbooks will
be made available through Can-
vas, while physical textbooks
can be delivered to the universi-
ty bookstore located in Putnam
University Center or to the stu-
dent’s chosen home address. It
is notable that all physical text-

books are rentals, including lab
manuals, and must be returned
at the end of each semester to be
reused by other students. Stu-
dents can choose to purchase
any chosen textbooks at the end
of the semester at a reduced but
additional price.

As for payment, it is
required to pay for the total of
all credits signed up for each
semester if a student chooses
to opt in, regardless of whether
or not they require textbooks.
Registered  credits  exclude
courses ending in “x.” An ex-
ample model of this payment
system could look like $240 for
12 credits and $360 for 18 cred-
its. Additionally, the model will
exclude non-textbook items
such as lab goggles, art supplies,
calculators, etc., but all will still
be available for purchase at the
bookstore. The model adds the
textbook fees to the student’s
calculated tuition and fees pack-
age, allowing for financial aid to
be applied to cover the costs if
applicable.

Dean of the College
of Arts & Sciences Ruth Fein-
gold explained that the current
bookstore model is being dis-
continued by Barnes and Noble
at universities of similar size to
Willamette and said that the
company required implementa-
tion of a different model to con-
tinue the partnership.

“It may not have been
my choice to [implement the
per-credit model], but it just
adds an additional option,” said
Feingold. “It’s not a big annoy-
ance to opt out,” she added.

Feingold noted that
only 30% of current students
utilize the bookstore, causing
a loss of money for both the
university as well as Barnes
and Noble. The new model is
expected to increase student
purchases from the bookstore
to 80%, which will be profitable
for both parties involved. Using

Nardin Ishak « Staff Writer

the new model, students are ex-
pected to save 35-50% on aver-
age over purchasing books. Fe-
ingold invited faculty members
as well as Associated Students of
Willamette University (ASWU)
to discuss the new model when
the idea first arose back in the
fall of 2023.

The textbook section
of the Willamette Bookstore
allows students to easily pur-
chase the course materials they
need. Photos by Alma Snor-
tum-Phelps
“Generally speaking, [facul-
ty and students] asked a lot of
the right questions that helped
us and informed us on how to
work better with Barnes and
Noble,” said Associate Vice
President of Budget and Facili-
ties Anne Gallagher.

Dean Feingold added
that there were initial suspicions
from faculty and students re-
garding the new model, but as-
sured that the Frequently Asked
Questions web page released on
April 22 evolved from the con-
cerns that had been brought up
to the table during departmen-
tal chair meetings where the
College Council student repre-
sentatives were also present.

“I was worried it was a
capitalist trap that would force
students to spend more money
than needed,” said history pro-
fessor William Smaldone.

After his initial con-
cerns were answered including
the fact that students can just
opt out, Smaldone is optimis-
tic that the new model will be
effective in keeping the book-
store open and increasing sales,
as well as be cheaper for some
students who take courses such
as his. He recalls having to re-
assign a core textbook in one
of his history courses after the
price doubled to over one hun-
dred dollars with consideration
that it was only one of five other
assigned texts.

“I think it is a positive
option,” said Gallagher. “There
were several rounds of commu-
nication, Dan Valles (Chief Op-
erating Officer) is ready with a
comprehensive communication
package so there will be oppor-
tunity for students to educate
themselves.” Feingold encour-
ages students to be informed
consumers and opt in or out as
they see fit depending on their
courses and needs.
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Oregon legislature’s $3 million investment in
Willamette baseball
Ernie Samora « Staff Writer
The Roy S. “Spec”
Keene Stadium, otherwise

known as “The John,” is gaining
some upgrades. The Oregon leg-
islature recently granted $3 mil-
lion to Willamette for the addi-
tion of artificial turf and lights
to the baseball field.

This funding is a part
of Senate Bill 5701, designating
funding to entertainment and
cultural organizations across
the state. While the bill passed
with an overwhelming majori-
ty (49-7) on March 7, there are
some who believe the money
could be better distributed.

SB5701 is a “Christ-
mas Tree Bill,” decorated with
quality-of-life  improvements
and gifts to encourage econom-
ic growth and make constitu-
ents happy. The Salem Baseball
and Softball Turf Project has
raised over half the funds need-
ed; SB5701 provides the last of
the funding to make the project
possible.

In return for the state
funding, the field will be avail-
able for rent to local K-12,
college and community orga-
nizations during the Bearcats’
oft-season. The deal was made as
part of a recent partnership be-
tween Willamette, Salem-Keizer
Public Schools and the Salem
Baseball Club to address the
needs of Salem youth.

“The youth of Sa-
lem-Keizer desperately need
more year round safe outdoor

A mallard flies overhead and lands on a sports turf. It nibbles on the grass and then appears shocked.

space,” wrote Luke Emanuel
of the Salem Baseball and Soft-
ball Turf Project in the funding
request. The field will also be
available for YMCA, Boys &
Girls Club and Special Olym-
pics programming needs. Fur-
thermore, the Keene stadium
will become an emergency di-
saster relief destination for Mar-
ion County. The state also hopes
the increased funding will spur
tourism to Salem.

Although there are
over 100 synthetic turf baseball
and softball fields in Oregon,
none are in Salem. Consider-
ing that 84% of Salem-Keizer’s
40,318 students are economical-
ly disadvantaged, many are un-

Art by Alice Thornes

able to participate in organized
sports. The Salem-Keizer school
district, in the midst of budget
cuts, is unable to afford to add
turf to all six of the public high
schools’ 12 baseball and softball
fields as would be necessary to
comply with Title IX. Through
SB5701, many children and
locals across Salem will final-
ly have access to a safe, central
outdoor environment to play
baseball and softball.
Willamette also hopes
to benefit from the upgrades.
Synthetic turf fields conserve
water, reduce maintenance and
reduce environmental pollution
from gas-powered equipment
and fertilizer. Players will no

longer have to sponge pools of
water in order to use the field
while it’s raining. Currently, if it
is raining during practice times,
players have to find alternate
areas to practice, using McCull-
och’s or Sparks’ turf fields. If
these fields are in use by another
athletic team, practices are re-
scheduled. Improving Willa-
mette baseball’s practices will
only have positive results on
their already strong presence.
“It will improve quality and
ability to play,” said outfielder
Nate Hamburger (26). “We're
going to get out there and keep
winning.”

Highlights from the ‘Tour de Bearcat’: Top 5

In the summer of
2023, T left my car in Oregon
and utilized biking as my pri-
mary method of transportation
around Denver. I fell in love.
Biking turned the entire world
into a spectacle. There was so

much to see just slightly off the
beaten path. Upon returning
to Salem, I sold my car. Need-
ing ways to spend my mornings
besides staring at the ceiling
questioning the past or worry-
ing about the future, I took to

Ernie Samora e Staff Writer

parks and what I learned

biking.

However, I quickly re-
alized biking without direction
does little to fill the soul. I de-
cided to give myself a challenge,
something to empower me: a
SMART goal. I planned to bike

to every park in Salem before
my graduation. The “Tour de
Bearcat” has taken me to Sa-
lem’s hidden corners, spanned
over three bikes and profoundly
changed the way I view myself
and life.
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Here are the five best parks, in
order of visitation, paired with
what I learned along the way.
Geer Community
Park requires a bike ride down
State Street. While a designated
lane exists, the constant bar-
rage of cars hurtling past at 45
mph demands nerves of steel.
For my own safety, I chose the
sidewalk. State Street is one of
the only routes close to cam-
pus that crosses I-5. While the
newly planned skatepark has yet
to break ground in Geer, there
is a designated bike park at the
back. I spent nearly an hour on
the trails that day and have since
returned solely for the bike park.
Fairmount City Park
sits atop a long incline. Once I
climbed my way to the top of
the hill, I found a bench over-
looking the Fairmount Reser-
voir building. As I sat, a flock of
birds danced in the skies above
me. The best part about climb-
ing a hill is that you can enjoy
coasting back down — feel the
wind on your face and be free.
Clark Creek Park, a
hidden serene haven, lies tucked
away just beyond the bustling
commerce of Commercial

Street. Life overflows from this
park, from the titular Clark
Creek flowing through the area
to the bee that really wanted to

be my friend to the family play-
ing basketball for the duration
of my visit. The park’s profound
effect on me left a sparkle that
not even my bike being stolen
three days later, nor the hidden,
irreparable frame damage of the
Facebook Marketplace lemon
three months later, could extin-
guish. Besides, the cost of my
bikes over the year was less than
what I would have spent on gas
in a semester.

Just a 10-minute bike
ride from campus, Englewood
Park is Salem’s first city park.
Filled with trees, Englewood
looks as if someone decided
to install a playground in the
middle of the forest. For me,
this was a perfect spot to take
a break after a two-hour bike
ride and contemplate my jour-
ney. The trees shade Englewood
while the few sun rays peeking
through gently kiss the forest
floor. Wow, life is beautiful! Af-
ter sitting for a brief moment,
I hopped back on my bike and
headed home, quickly reenter-
ing the suburbs which appear
distant from any forest.

Keizer’s Sunset Park
also ranks among the best. The
entrance is a small gate on a
suburban corner. Intrepid bik-
ers may miss the entrance en-
tirely when exploring the area.

A small trail welcomed me — I
felt as though I was walking into
someone’s backyard. Once in-
side, I found a huge open field
right on the Willamette River.
Houses on either side of the
park are the only reminders
of the city which surrounds it.
Growing up in Denver, it was
impossible to escape the urban
sprawl without physically leav-
ing the city. Several Salem parks
offer a complete escape from
the city bustle, allowing one to
leave their worries behind and
immerse themselves in nature’s
tranquility. In Sunset Park, all
that exists is Sunset Park.

On my way home from
Sunset came a rain that seemed
like a drizzle. The wind and rain
could make some rides pret-
ty harsh and reduce speed and
traction. If you are unprepared,
what may seem like a drizzle
will quickly find you completely
soaked. I am tougher than the
rain. As Natasha Bedingfield
said, “Release your inhibitions /
Feel the rain on your skin / No
one else can feel it for you/ Only
you can let it in.”

Honorable mentions
are (of course) Minto-Brown,
Bush’s Pasture Park and River-
front. You can get completely
lost in both Minto-Brown and
Bush’s Pasture. Bush’s Pasture

features another forest that I
love. In the spring, you can
catch the Willamette Bearcats
hitting a homer into the trees.
The Soap Box Derby hill is also
great fun to speed down. River-
front Park, sitting right on the
Willamette River, is open, wel-
coming and always full of life.

This is just a small
glimpse of what I saw through-
out the Tour de Bearcat. There is
so much beauty to Salem if one
seizes the opportunity to look
for it. My favorite thing about
the Salem parks is how quick-
ly you can completely immerse
yourself in nature, forgetting
you are in a city.

Biking has become a
true love of mine. I bike nearly
every day, and it saturates my
life with meaning. Even a full
wipeout on a beer run could not
stop me from getting back in the
saddle the very next day. When
life knocks you down, it is okay
to hunch over in pain saying
‘ow’ for a few minutes, but you
have to get up, grab the rest of
your beer and ride on. Sure, the
pain will persist, but you can
continue on. You can climb any
hill, calm any storm, master any
route. With just 11 more parks
to go before my journey is com-
plete, I can peddle away from
this journey a changed man.

\(,‘*l& Sl \

Images by Ernie Samora



page 6

LIFESTYLES

www.willamettecollegian.com

Willamette University’s unwelcome guests:
Invasive species on campus

Lee Parsons

Willamette ~ Univer-
sity is the home of quite a few
invasive species, from plants to
mammals. Contrary to popular
belief, an invasive species does
not need to be an introduced
species. According to the Oi-
kos Journal, invasive species are
defined as “the rapid appear-
ance of a state of dominance
of a species.” They can be both
native and non-native species
— Willamette has both. The
ecological effect and the impact
on humans that a species has,
not its place of origin, define if
it’s invasive. In light of Nation-
al Invasive Species Awareness
Week from Feb. 26 to March 1,
here are some invasive species
Willamette students regularly
interact with.

One of the more popu-
lar invasive species here at Wil-
lamette is the nutria. Multiple
on-campus nutria had babies
recently, adding to their pop-
ulation and popular image on
campus. Nutria are semi-aquat-
ic rodents whose scientific name
(Myocastor coypus) translates
to “mouse beaver,” which is a
good description of what they
look like. They are usually about

12 pounds. While they are ador-
able, it is strongly recommend-
ed that you do not approach
or pet them as they will bite
potential predators. The nutria
is invasive, as according to the
US Department of Agriculture,
they “cause extensive damage
to wetlands, agricultural crops,
and structural foundations such
as dikes and roads.” They can
also carry diseases such as tu-
berculosis that are harmful to
humans.

Seemingly everywhere
you look on campus, there are
squirrels, mostly Eastern Gray
squirrels. Medium-sized, gray
and brown, the Eastern Gray
squirrels are invasive and out-
compete native squirrels. In-
troduced to Salem and Oregon
for the first time in 1918, these
squirrels have done nothing but
spread since. Research by the
Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife (ODFW) shows that
due to the fierce competition
they provide for food sources,
the small amount of territory
they need, the high breeding
rates and their ability to be near
humans, “when [the Eastern
Gray Squirrel] moves into a

o Staff Writer

new subdivision or urban area,
it typically replaces native squir-
rels in five to 10 years.” To curb
the spread of the Eastern Gray,
the ODFW determined you
cannot bring them into Oregon,
relocate them within the state or
rehabilitate them when they are
injured.

Wild carrot, or Queen
Anne’s lace, is an invasive plant
on campus. This plant has been
used for medicinal purposes
throughout history, including
to help women lower their fer-
tility. It is challenging to erad-
icate, as one of the only effec-
tive ways of removing it is by
hand-pulling every plant. This
plant is strikingly similar in ap-
pearance to the flower Baby’s
Breath, is usually one to four
feet tall and smells like carrots.
According to the University of
Minnesota, Queen Anne’s lace
“can outcompete other species
due to its faster maturation rate
and size.”

Turkeys are another
species introduced to Oregon
that can be spotted at Willa-
mette, and they have spread
rapidly since their introduction.
Turkeys can cause problems
for humans living
in the same com-
munities,  which
is one reason they
are determined to
be invasive. Con-
siderations  For
Coexisting ~ With
Wild Turkeys, pro-
vided by ODFW,
highlights the way
turkeys can dam-
age property in
various ways and
exhibit aggres-
sive behavior to-
ward humans. It
is a good practice
to avoid feeding
wildlife, but you
should  especial-
ly avoid feeding
invasive  species,

and ODFW recommends that
people avoid feeding turkeys in
particular. Feeding turkeys can
create food aggression and a re-
liance on humans for survival.

Another plant invad-
ing campus is the daisy. While
there is a native daisy species,
the Ox-eye species is aggressive
and invasive in Oregon, as it has
a creeping root system that can
wipe out neighboring plants.
When in bloom the plants vary
from one to three feet tall, with
flowers at the tops of the stems.
The National Park Service said,
“It forms dense stands that tend
to displace native vegetation ....
The end result is a species-poor
plant community.” The daisies’
aggressive displacement of oth-
er plants creates a lack of biodi-
versity which harms the ecosys-
tems it invades. These flowers
are difficult to get rid of, as “each
flower head can produce up to
200 seeds that spread by wind
or animals and remain viable in
the soil for several years.”

These species are only
a few of the invasive species we
have on campus; there are many
more. Despite their potentially
interesting, cute or pretty ap-
pearance, these species cause
massive disruptions in their en-
vironments and to humans in
their communities. If you would
like to help curb the spread of
invasive species, there are steps
you can take! Make sure you
aren’t feeding any invasive ani-
mals, even unintentionally (like
allowing invasive squirrels to eat
from your bird feeder), never
release pets you no longer want
into the outdoors, don’t move
wild plants and animals into dif-
ferent areas, and consider vol-
unteering with local programs
that work to remove invasive
species. If you are interested in
such efforts, one such program
is the Oregon Invasive Species
Council, which has volunteer
opportunities at removal events
across the state.
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Opinion: Envisioning the new Salem Center
as a communal space with affordable options

Salem Center is a
shopping mall in the heart of
downtown. Unfortunately, it
isn’t known for its incredible
reputation. The Yelp reviews
sum the space up pretty well:
“Boarded windows, lights off
and scattered people shuffling
around with nothing to do. It
looked like ‘Last Man on Earth,’
if you've seen that show”; “[I
don’t know] how they are stay-
ing alive, let alone the smaller
businesses”; “[The city] should
just close it down, it’s a waste of
retail space.” These are just a few
examples of what local residents
are saying about Salem Center.
Of course, then, it was news to
the community when local in-
vestors Kelly McDonald, Pat-
rick Carney and Mark Shipman
bought out the acres to invest in
renovating the mall.

According to an article
from the Statesman
Journal, McDonald,
Carney and Shipman
are three Dbusiness
partners who pride
themselves on be-
ing from Oregon. All
three say they appre-
ciate the potential Sa-
lem Center has to be-
come a vibrant place
and a better reflection
of what they believe
to be the essence of
the Salem communi-
ty. McDonald, Car-
ney and Shipman are
looking to renovate
Salem Center in order
to flip its entire con-
notation as a “horrible
and miserable place to
be,” and they plan to
achieve that goal by
catering to what the
people living in Salem
are looking for in a
shopping center.

All of this

begs the question:

what do Willamette students,
now calling Salem home, want
in a shopping center? As the
majority of Willamette consists
of college students who are bud-
geting (i.e., learning to suck it
up and eat the two end pieces
of the bread loaf because even
though you know it’s just bread,
you still swear it tastes differ-
ent), what are Bearcats looking
for in a shopping center?

The current Salem
Center is, admittedly, a dud.
Contrary to how it might seem
within the on-campus bubble,
Willamette college students do
not make up the whole popu-
lation of Salem, and thus, ame-
nities in Salem Center need to
apply to everyone in Salem. The
center has chain department
stores like American Eagle, Bath
& Body Works and the scariest
place to get your ears pierced,

Brooke Austin « Staff Writer

Claire’s. After several years of
Salem Center’s continual de-
cline, it is clear that these stores
are not what the people of Salem
are looking for.

From a college student
standpoint, what do the Bear-
cats want to see in the new and
improved Salem Center? Some
students expressed wanting
public areas for people to spend
time in without necessarily hav-
ing to spend a lot of money.
Annie Birch Wright (27) said,
“A lot of infrastructure is built
around keeping people moving
and buying things, so I think it
would be so cool to have a place
where that isn’t the case.” Birch
Wright also emphasized a de-
sire to see the new Salem Center
shift toward more sustainable
development and take a few
steps toward carbon neutrality.

Other students pro-

posed the benefits of having
basic necessities easily accessi-
ble, like expanding their walk-
able grocery store selection to
more than just Safeway with its
big lines and even bigger pric-
es. Some proposed affordable
clothing stores for students to
grab staples.

Though the students
of Willamette are looking for a
variety of things, it goes without
saying that all are excited to see
the renovations of Salem Center
under McDonald, Carney and
Shipman. Their goal is to “add
new energy to this vibrant, hu-
man gathering place for greater
Salem,” and despite what specif-
ic qualities people are looking
for in the new shopping center,
it’s clear that Salem residents are
looking forward to seeing peo-
ple use the full potential of Sa-
lem Center.

Image by Alma Snortum-Phelps
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Opening Days Crossword

— Across
— — [4] Group to go hiking, climbing and
. kayaking with

| | | | | | | | | [5] Type of “birds” atop the Hatfield
fountain
[7] Quietest place on campus
|5 | | | | | | [9] Price of a Bistro chocolate chip
5 cookie
— L [10] WU'’s restroom-located, sec-
ond-best news source

Down
[1] Everyone’s favorite bearcat
| | ] [2] The Collegian’s mascot

[3] Name of Steve Thorsett’s communi-
ty-wide emails
_— [6] A capella group known for their

10
| | | | | | | | signature accessory
[8] Rodent often seen by the Mill
Stream
suIYD [g]
Tadeq ja110L, [01] weidoid 100pmQ [¥]
Tefjop auQ [6] I9[[eM, WOL] SPIOM [€]
eLnN [8] sj009g [7]
pu023s ppyIeH [£] z)d [1]

pueqpeaH [9] stomsuy TH E CO I. L EG IAN IS

Staff Roster H I RI N G!

Exec Join Willamette’s OPEN POSITIONS
Eleanor Hu « Editor in Chief independent student Visual Manager
Bjorn Domst « Managing Editor newspaper! Dz e e
Leo Schoenbrun « Business Manager S
Staff Photographer
I ditO?"S : . J k Staff Artist
Robin Linares « News Editor %
Lee Parsons « Lifestyles Editor L
Priya Thoren . Opinions Editor
Skeet Starr » Sports Editor Get paid for your writing, photography,
Lucy Devlaeminck . Photography Editor and art, no experience required! Apply

Handshake by September 3.
Eli Fukuji « Digital Art Editor on Handshake by September

Alma Snortum-Phelps - Layout Editor

www.willamettecollegian.com | @willamette_collegian




