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Celebration
of influential
scientific
mind

B eorriones

On March 14, the world wept
with the news that renowned sci-
entist, Stephen Hawking, passed
at the age of 76. With those years
devoted to science and discovery,
he asked big questions about the
universe and took alead role in im-
portant research.

There were two sides of him that
were influential and respected in
their own right: him as an academic
and as a public personality.

In his lifetime, he wrote and
co-authored numerous books that
took on many difficult, complex
and existential topics, including
“A Brief History of Time,” “The
Grand Design” and “The Universe
in a Nutshell.” He also was a major
part in ground-breaking research
on singularities and black holes,
among other subjects. He was one
of the biggest names in science,
even a household name, and this
glimpse of his career shows why.

With his passing, the scientif-
ic community grieved the loss of
a brilliant mind. Colleague Neil
deGrasse Tyson took to Twitter to
commemorate Hawking, saying,
“His passing has left an intellectu-
al vacuum in his wake. But it’s not
empty. Think of it as a kind of vacu-
um energy permeating the fabric of
spacetime that defies measure.”

However, the feeling of loss has
not only permeated the scientific
community, but members of every
generation, regardless of academic
interest. Many people of different
backgrounds and ages have also
been expressing their sorrow on
social media. A couple of his quotes
have been circulating, including,
“It would not be much of a universe
if it wasn’t home to the people you
love.”

Figures like Barack Obama have
also tweeted to celebrate him, say-
ing, “Have fun out there among the
stars,” along with a picture of the
two of them.

It is rare for a modern academic
to be so widely known and respect-
ed. He was not only into a scholar,
but a public personality. This could
be why sadness over his death has
been so pervasive. He is not seen as
an untouchable scholar, but some-
one who has endearing and funny
quotes, advice on life and has taken
youth seriously.
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WU community and nation say #Enough!

HNEVERAGATA

Students marched for 17 minutes in memoriam for the 17 students murdered at Parkland.

RYLEIGH NORGROVE
FEATURES EDITOR
SOPHIE SMITH
STAFF WRITER

In a gun control debate often
dominated by defeatism, words
spoken at Willamette’s Walkout:
#Enough! last Wednesday offered a
welcome message of hope. “There’s
good news out there,” said Reverend
Dr. Deb Patterson, a clergywoman
and Willamette mother who spoke
before the walkout. “Young people
like you are standing up, speaking
up and not giving up, and things
are starting to change.” NRA mem-
bership is dwindling, gun control
legislation is finally being passed
in some states and firearm manu-
facturers are filing for bankruptcy.
“Gun sales are down, my friends,”
Dr. Patterson said, evoking cheers
from the audience in Jackson Plaza.

Willamette’s walkout was in
accordance with a national move-
ment. Protesters marched to the
Oregon State Capital for 17 minutes
— in memoriam of the 17 students
murdered in last month’s Parkland
shooting.

“We mourn the 17 people vio-
lently gunned down by a teen who
had come back to his high school
in Parkland, Florida on Valentine’s
Day,” said Dr. Patterson. “How was
it possible? It was possible because
he had access to an AR-15, a rapid
fire military-style weapon that’s
capable of killing and massively

wounding scores of people in sec-
onds.”

At its core, this movement is
intent upon making noise and in-
spiring change. She continued, “It
is time for the killings to stop, as

you have said. I'm a clergywoman,
as [Chaplain Karen Wood] said —a
professional thinker and prayer,
and I'm here to tell you thoughts
and prayers are not enough.”

The success of this wave of
activism is largely due to those
spearheading it. The students of
Stoneman Douglas High School
have appeared on national televi-
sion, debated politicians and NRA
representatives and regularly tweet
to their millions of followers. Their
perseverance and energy is moti-
vating students across the country.

On the Willamette campus,
sophomore Daniel Koenig orga-
nized the walkout via Facebook.

“I want to make it clear to Con-
gress we are through with this inac-
tion. They did nothing after Colum-
bine, they did nothing after Sandy
Hook, they did nothing after the
nightclub shooting. This will not
be a shooting after which they do
nothing. That’s why this is so im-
portant to me,” said Koenig.

‘While social media activism has
been on the rise, its influence is
prevalent in the Parkland Shoot-
ing. “We are able to take control of
the conversation, we can frame it
in a positive way and actually make
progress happen,” said Koenig. “As

opposed to what has happened in
past shootings where mass media,
especially on the more conserva-
tive side, has framed these issues in
where progress does not happen.”

Members of the Willamette
community agree this movement is
particularly powerful because it is
student-led. Jack Wellman, Presi-
dent of Associated Students of Wil-
lamette University (ASWU), said
gun violence “affects all schools,
whether that be universities, high
schools or elementary schools. As
college students it is important we
are leaders on this issue.”

First-year and ASWU Sena-
tor Claire Matthews-Lingen, first
year, said, “It's that self-advocacy
piece of actually knowing what your
community needs and wants, as
opposed to somebody coming from
the outside and dictating that.” She
added that the walkout “shows that
we think this is valued almost over
our education, at this point it’s got-
tento.”

Professors and students alike
attended the walkout. Gaetano
DeLeonibus, a Willamette French
professor who walked out with his
class, thinks student activists can
show lawmakers how to affect pos-
itive change, without being tied to
interests groups like the NRA. “It’s
avery good thing that they're show-
ing the politicians how they should
be independent,” he said. “The
momentum needs to be keptup.”
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The import-

ant message

of Clinica de
Migrantes

SoprHiA GoobwiIN-RICE
STAFF WRITER

For many of us, access to
healthcare is a given. Sure, the
Willamette community has faced
its battles over student health-
care with the removal of physical
health services from Bishop this
year, and there’s no doubt that
students have given the topic lots
of thought and consideration. At
the same time, though, we know
that there are still people look-
ing out for us. As citizens of the
United States, most Willamette
students are protected under
healthcare legislation, and while
trips to the doctor or the emer-
gency room can be expensive, we
don’t live in fear that it will lead
to deportation or detainment.
For 11 million people living in
the United States, however, this
is the reality.

A couple of weeks ago, I went
to a screening of the documen-
tary “Clinica de Migrantes,” an
event put on by WU Causa and
the Willamette Events Board. I'd
seen the film before, in my Span-
ish class last semester, but it’s
one of those movies that you can
watch over and over and be im-
pacted in a new way every time.
The story follows a free clinic set
up in Philadelphia for undoc-
umented immigrants and their
families, people who might not
be able to find affordable health-
care anywhere else. The clinic is
staffed with doctors and medical
students, all of whom work pro
bono, and provides medical care
to patients who otherwise would
end up in the incredibly expen-
sive emergency room, where they
could get charged hundreds of
dollars for being given an aspi-
rin.

It’s a heart wrenching film;
several of the patients shown
have dealt with domestic vio-
lence, some have been kicked
out of hospitals and refused
more care, while the majority
have left their families behind
in their home countries and hav-
en't seen their children in years.
They work long hours for little
pay, and when they're struck with
an injury or illness, often times
they continue to work through
the pain. The clinic showed in
the film, Puentes de Salud, sees
at least 10,000 patients every
year in a small space, and has re-
ceived little outside funding and
support.
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Walkout calls for congressional action

CONTINUED from Page 1

On the protest as a whole, Pro-
fessor DeLeonibus said, “Having
been a student, and having been
active as a student when I was your
age, I definitely value the demon-
strating and voicing your opinion
in general. I think that’s a very
positive thing.”

Junior Kylah Clay touched on
the WU faculty involvement.

“You saw the professors who
are supporting students who are
missing class right now to do this,
because I think that really shows
their commitment to our safetyw
and supporting us in this really
tough conversation,”

For many students, the issue of
gun violence is personal. “There
was an instance where I was a
sophomore in high school where
a student brought a gun to school
and committed suicide in one of
our bathrooms,” said first year-
Shelby Weisberg. “This is very
personal to me. It’s not something
far away, it is something that was a
very scary reality.”

Other students have family
members in public schools who
have been affected by gun vio-
lence, or were disillusioned by
the federal government’s lack of
action.

“I'm walking out in protest to
the normalcy of gun violence. Our
government needs to be a more
active voice in that discussion,
and set aside allegiance to the
NRA and protect the people who
live here,” said Weisberg.

Natalie Lyell, sophomore, also
walked at the front of the march.
“I'm really proud seeing everyone
flood in,” she said, “because tak-
ing action now and choosing to
get that absence, choosing to leave
class and have it be awkward, that
prevents us from having to have
a funeral for people that we go to
class with.”

As the Willamette Community
continues to engage politically,
students are encouraged by Chap-
lain Karen Wood’s words. “Do not
give up.” She continued to pro-
mote the value of student activ-
ism, saying “I remember, after
Sandy Hook, giving into despair
and cynicism. So you all give me
hope. You all give me hope. Do not
give up. Do not give up.”

In reflection of the protest,
Koenig added, “I hope this means
they [students] will take what Paul
[Professor at WU’s School of Law
Dr. Diller] and Deb [Reverend Dr.
Deb Patterson] said to heart, and
get active in the political process.
Whether that means voting for
things up and down the ballot, or
lobbying at the capital or organiz-
ing their own events like this.”

This Saturday, March 24, a
second student-led march will
be held in Salem. The Willamette
community is encouraged to par-
ticipate in March For Our Lives
Salem, which will meet at 11am on
the Capitol steps.

ranorgrove@willamette.edu
slsmith@uwillamette.edu
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Members of the WU community march to the Capitol to stand in protest on its steps.

BENJAMIN LOVE

ASWU REPORT

HEATHER PEARSON
STAFF WRITRR

has also required proof that lo-
cal governments are not keeping

Trump Administration sues california over sanctuary laws

The Justice Department is
suing over three specific laws.

to protect immigrants without
documentation.

ASWU SENATOR

CLA Dean Ruth Feingold joined
the Associated Students of Willamette
University on Thursday March 16 as a
guest and spoke on a variety of topics
ranging from her position as Dean to
the revising of general education.

Dean Feingold mentioned there is
a big push to add new academic pro-
grams to the undergraduate college.
She spoke on the importance of inte-
grating the undergraduate school with
the law and business school to take ad-
vantage of the many resources available
there to gain a better well rounded ed-
ucation. Dean Feingold also discussed
the faculty’s work on revising the gen-
eral education program, including
looking at the language requirement,
getting rid of MOIs, and focusing on
high impact courses.

Questions arose later in the meeting
regarding the future of adding Clare-
mont School of Theology as a third Wil -
lamette graduate school, they are cur-
rently in a position of trying to legally
sell their campus. And more questions
arose regarding the shrinking number
of admitted students each year and the
impact that has on Willamette’s budget
and the courses offered.

ASWU meeting take place every Thursday

at 7 p.m. on the first floor of Ford; all stu-
dents are welcome.

bitlove@willamette.edu

On March 6, the Trump Ad-
ministration escalated its fight
against sanctuary cities by fil-
ing a lawsuit against California’s
sanctuary laws.

The United States Justice De-
partment sued Governor Jerry
Brown, attorney general Xavier
Becerra and the state of Cali-
fornia. Stating that California’s
recent sanctuary city laws make
it impossible for federal immi-
gration employees to deport in-
dividuals who are undocument-
ed. The Justice Department is
asking for a judge to block these
laws as unconstitutional.

From travel bans against
Muslim-majority countries to
attacks upon the DREAM act,
this lawsuit is the latest in the
Trump administration’s at-
tempts to fight immigration
within the United States. And
California has been one of the
most outspoken and strongest
adversaries to Trump’s immi-
gration stance.

The sanctuary laws passed
in California last year attempt
to protect undocumented im-
migrants from deportation, re-
stricting the means and times
when  federal immigration
agents can work with local offi-
cers. In condemnation of these
laws, Jeff Sessions and Donald
Trump have threatened to reduce
funding that cities and states
receive if they act as sanctuary
cities. The Justice Department

immigration information from
federal agents, and have threat-
ened politicians with criminal
charges if they implement sanc-
tuary city laws and regulations.

This lawsuit is the first lawsuit
between the federal government
and local government over immi-
gration policy.

One, the California Values Act,
limits local law enforcement
from sharing immigration in-
formation with federal officers
unless the individual in ques-
tion has been convicted of se-
rious crimes. The Immigrant
Worker Protection Act makes it
illegal for businesses to share

“From travel bans against

Muslim-majority

coun-

tries to attacks upon the

DREAM act,

this lawsuit

IS the latest in the Trump
administration’s attempts
to fight immigration within
the United States.”

“The administration is just
angry that a state has stood up to
them — one that embraces di-
versity and inclusivity and is the
sixth-largest economy in the
world thanks to the hard-working
immigrants who want to become
American citizens,” stated Kevin
De Leén, leader of the Califor-
nia State Senate, to the New York
Times.

employee immigration infor-
mation to federal agents unless
the requestor has a court order
or subpoena. Additionally, Cali-
fornia has prohibited the estab-
lishment of any new detention
centers within the state, and
has brought all current centers
under state, rather than federal,
control. Several local govern-
ments have also taken measures

California’s attorney general
Becerra states that he is entirely
confident that they will win the
suit, especially as the state has
won others against the Trump
administration previously.

“In California, our state laws
work in concert with federal law,”
he reported to the NY Times. “Our
teams work together to go after
drug dealers and go after gangvio-
lence. What we won'’t do is change
from being focused on public
safety. We're in the business of
public safety, not deportation.”

Oregon has also faced threat
from the Department of Justice
due its immigration laws. As the
oldest and one of the most ardent
proponents of sanctuary laws, for
over three decades Oregon has
had a state law prohibiting local
law enforcement from cooper-
ating with federal immigration
officials. In a statement to the
Statesman Journal, Salem’s Chief
of Police Jerry Moore confirmed
that “there is a state law that says
we don't enforce immigration
laws and that’s how we've done
business for as long as we can re-
member.”

As the proceedings of this law-
suit continue, both those in favor
and against sanctuary laws in Cal-
ifornia, Oregon and beyond wait
to see the future of sanctuary cities
revealed.

hpearson@uillamette.edu
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City of Salem cracks down on homeless camps

MATTHEW TAYLOR
STAFF WRITRR

Residents of a local homeless
camp were forced to move last week
after the Oregon State Department of
Transportation posted signs warning

individuals residing in the area to re-
move personal belongings ahead of a
planned sweep later in the month.

The camp, which was located in
downtown Salem, consisted of ap-
proximately 25 tents and was home to
dozens.

“We've got about 50 — 50 people,”
said one man living there said in an
interview with KPTV. “Right now ev-
eryone is kind of sad and quiet. No-
body knows what’s going to happen.”

The notices appeared on March 6,
and were accompanied by warnings

A homeless camp under a Salem bridge, one of many to be cleared out in the nation recently.

by city and state officials who went
tent to tent, notifying residents that
they had ten days to leave the camp
with all of their personal belongings.

This most recent removal came
just one month after a similar sweep
cleared another homeless camp un-
dera Highway 22 bridge. That remov-
al, which occurred just ahead of an
annual nationwide count of homeless
populations, caused significant frus-
tration amongst advocates. The count
provides the federal government with
information which is used to address
the issue of homelessness.

Local officials refuted the notion
that the Jan. 26 sweep had anythingto
do with the count, stating instead that
they have primarily been prompted
by complaints by local residents and
businesses, who consider the camps
to be both a health and safety hazard
and a nuisance.

“You have to walk through this
gauntlet that would be rather intimi-
dating, and there’s garbage and hor-
rible smells,” said local resident JP
Jones in an interview with KPTV. “It’s
certainly not a family environment
on that bridge. I have a great heart
for the people there and their needs,
but they need to be somewhere else.”
Jones reportedly used to frequent
the waterfront path that the camp sat
near, but stopped when it appeared.

These efforts are part of a larg-
er push in cities across the region to
eliminate homeless camps. Cities
such as Seattle and Portland have
come under intense criticism for

their policies regarding homeless
populations, with some claiming the
cities are too lenient and others con-
tending that the policies are exces-
sively harsh.

One major issue aside from com-
fortability that proponents of clear-
ing the camps have cited is the health
safety risks that the camps pose. In
Seattle, a series of infectious disease
outbreaks have prompted more calls
for both clearing the camps and in-
creasing the capacity of city homeless
shelters.

Simultaneously, many of the
methods used by cities to clear the
camps and prevent new ones from
appearing elsewhere have come un-
der fire recently, with some contend -
ing these cities essentially criminal-
izing homelessness.

“The solution to homelessness
is not going to be achieved through
making life more miserable for peo-
ple that are struggling,” said Seattle
City Council Member Mike O'Brien,
referencing the city’s use of fences
and bike racks to discourage camp-
ing.

As the homelessness crisis con-
tinues to spread and garner attention
nationwide, the need for a humane
and viable solution will only increase.
How cities respond under this pres-
sure will have widespread and long
lasting impacts.

mstaylor@willamette.edu

Myanmar Government Rejects UN Findings of Rohingya Genocide

QUINLYN MANFULL
STAFF WRITER

“There is no ethnic cleansing or
genocide in our country,” said U Aung
Tun Thet, a Myanmar government
official, to the U.N. body just one day
after a United Nations expert suggest-
ed the government was implicated in
“the crime of genocide” against Ro-
hingya Muslims.

This would not be the first time
the Myanmar government has re-
jected allegations of involvement in
the atrocities committed against the
Rohingya people. The U.N. has cited
the Rohingya situation as the “world’s
fastest growing refugee crisis.” Before
August of last year there were already

over 300,000 Rohingya refugees liv-
ing in camps, makeshift settlements,
and in host communities. That num-
ber has more than doubled since
then.

Rohingya people are denied the
right to free movement, the right to
citizenship, have been barred from
accessing higher education, and are
often subjected to forced labor. Most
recently, The Associated Press has
found and confirmed at least five
mass grave sites.

More than half a million minority
Rohingya Muslims have fled an army
campaign in just a few weeks, find-
ing refuge in Bangladesh, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Thailand. Rohingyas
have often been called the most per-

secuted minority in the world, un-
able to claim citizenship in Myanmar
where about 1.1 million of them live.

Not only has the Myanmar gov-
ernment claimed that the Rohingya
have burned down their own villag-
es, but they've gone as far as to deny
vast stories of executions, sexual vi-
olence and mass killings by the mil-
itary.

U Aung Hla Tun, Myanmar’s dep-
uty minister of information, said
recently that the mass fleeing of
Rohingya to Bangladesh was caused
by “panic just after the military op-
erations following the [Rohingya]
terrorist attacks, for fear of being
arrested for their involvement or on
suspicion,” claiming it is the fault of

Rohingya people that other Rohing-
yaare fleeing.

The situation surrounding the
Rohingya genocide has been reported
on international news platforms such
as BBC, The Economist, The Guard-
ian, and the New York Times, over the
past 4. years. However, little action
globally has come from this.

Widespread condemnation
of the Myanmar government’s action
is present, but little in terms of aid
or plans to intervene has been seen.
The U.N. Security Council appealed
to Myanmar to stop the violence but
no sanctions have been imposed.
The U.S. urged Myanmar’s troops to
“respect the rule of law, stop the vi-
olence, and end the displacement of

PATRICK LOFTUS

civilians from all communities.” Chi-
na says the international community
“should support the efforts of Myan-
mar in safeguarding the stability of its
national development.” The only aid
that has been pledged is Bangladesh
pledging build more shelters for ref-
ugees and the U.K. has pledged £59
million to support those fleeing to
Bangladesh.

Using satellite imagery, Amnesty
International has documented new
security bases being built on the
land that was once home to Rohingya
communities, accusing the Myanmar
government of “erasing evidence of
crimes against humanity.”

The language of genocide is fair-
ly recent in this conflict. Zeid Ra'ad
al-Hussein, the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, had previ-
ously described these systematic at-
tacks on the Rohingya by Myanmar’s
military and civilian militias as ethnic
cleansing, and just recently refer-
enced “genocide.”

Adama Dieng, the United Nations
Special Advisor on the Prevention
of Genocide, spoke on the stories he
had heard from Rohingya survivors
now taking refuge in Bangladesh. Mr
Dieng said that “the intent of the per-
petrators was the cleanse northern
Rakhine State (where most Rohing-
yalive) of their existence... possibly
even to destroy the Rohingya as such,
which, if proven, would constitute the
crime of genocide.”

Myanmar’s government and offi-
cials are standing strong in the idea
that “accusations are very easy to
make, but [they] are not involved in
anythingat all,” as said by U Aung Tun
Thet. With the U.N. and internation-
al community moving more towards
narratives of genocide, it will become
increasingly difficult for Myanmar to
not take responsibility.

gimanfull@willamette.edu
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Combat smart phones armed with addiction

JULIA DI SIMONE
STAFF WRITER

Our smartphones are designed
to be addicting. Companies turn a
profit when we spend more time
on our devices, so it’s not a co-
incidence that those annoying
bright red notification bubbles
have to be clicked to make them
disappear. Bright red is the most
eye-catching color to many of us,
and the pull-down feature you use
to refresh your Facebook feed?
That’s a trick pulled right from
slot machines: pull the lever for a
shot of dopamine.

Smartphones are irresistible at
times. They give us access to 24./7,
seemingly free entertainment
which is personally curated for us.
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube
are working hard to develop algo-
rithms which point you to recom-
mended content you are likely to
click on, keeping you on their site
longer. This is why you find your-
self awake in bed at 3 a.m. watch-
ing your twentieth consecutive
Buzzfeed video, not quite knowing
how you got here.

You can make your smartphone
less enticing by taking a note from
Tristan Harris, a former design
ethicist at Google. Harris recom-
mends visiting your phone’s acces-
sibility settings and changing your
display’s color filter to grayscale.
This makes everything on your ho-
mescreen look equally important.
Suddenly, that bright red Netflix
bubble isn't more enticing than
your dictionary app.

Try this experiment out: next
time you look at a bookshelf, iden-

tify which color spines jump out at
you the most. Chances are, you'll
find that red spines command your
attention. It is known that bright,
warm colors are particularly at-
tractive to the human eye, so it’s
no wonder that the alert bubbles
in the corner of your home screen
apps, like the number that an-
nounces how many texts you have,
are always bright red.

It’s easy to get trapped in a cy-
cle of being reactive to stimuli
from our phone. Incoming texts,
calls and app notifications light
up are screens and chime at us,
calling to be attended to. If your
phone is interrupting your day,
head to your phone’s notifications
center and re-evaluate which ones
you allow. With money on the line,
every app wants you to spend time
on it. If you download the game
Tetris, it will ask to send you no-
tifications. As a general rule, con-
sider only allowing notifications
for when human beings are trying
to interact with you and let your
entertainment apps stay silent
until you choose to open them.

You don’t get to control how
apps are designed, but you do get
to control when you are connect-
ed to those apps and when you
are not. Use the Do Not Disturb
feature when it’s time to concen-
trate. If it makes you jittery to
think about leaving your phone at
home or stashing it in your back-
pack, take this first step. When
you meet up with a friend at the
Bistro, switch your phone to Do
Not Disturb mode. You can still
keep it out on the table or in your
pocket if you need to, but incom-

ing notifications will be paused so
you can focus on connecting with
the friend you're excited to share
a Bistro cookie with.

It’s now possible to get so many
of our social needs met through
a screen rather than the people
around us. These days, you can

feel social validation when some-
one likes your newest Instagram
photo, you can feel connected
to those you miss by scrolling
through their Facebook timeline
and you can feel entertained by
watching your favorite YouTubers.
But, if tapping your screen all day

is leaving you unsatisfied, know
that you can curb your attachment
to your phone using these three
strategies.

jdisimon@uwillamette.edu

KYLEY NISHIMURA

Taproot provides a plethora of options for all

SARA FULLERTON
STAFF WRITER

No matter the time of day, if
youre looking to go out, take a
trip down State Street. As you
head towards Riverfront Park,
you'll soon find Taproot Cafe and
Lounge to your left. You’ll know it
by the flashing lights and the out-
door seating that sometimes loops
around into the alley around the
corner. They're open from 7 a.m.

until 1 a.m. or later seven days a
week, closing to minors at 9 p.m.
so they can operate as a bar.
Located in a historic 1860s
building, Taproot opened in 2015.
It’s a place whose specialty seems
to evolve with each time [ re-
turn. My first time there, not yet
of drinking age, my friends and
I came for some tea and a couple
appetizers to share. We marveled
at their looseleaf menu, which
featured 32 varieties. We also

The front entrance of Taproot Lounge & Cafe.

tried their lentil samosas and
fried brussel sprouts, which came
paired with a creamy and spicy
sauce and somehow manage to be
an iconic menu item, even among
staunch brussel sprout skeptics.
Taproot features an extensive
menu, and they somehow manage
to put care into every corner of
it. Their specialties include fresh
juices and smoothies, breakfast,
espresso from local beans, tapas,
dinners, desserts, craft beers

GIANNI MARABELLA

and cocktails ranging from the
classics to bold new concoctions.
They also showcase live music
nearly every Thursday, Friday and
Saturday night, and turn the stage
over for an Open Mic on Tuesdays.

As stated on their website,
“Our goals include supporting lo-
cal farms and businesses, while
providing an additional outlet for
musicians and artists to perform
in and display their talents.”

As youwalk in, the atmosphere
is immediately vibrant and in-
viting, much more so than might
be suggested by the building’s
exterior. The main cafe manag-
es to feel spacious even when it’s
packed, illuminated by mnatural
light streaming in through tall
windows. It has alaid back energy,
with an eccentric ambiance that is
artsy and playful without being
alienating or overbearing.

On the website they sum up
the environment with, “This his-
torical landmark has been trans-
formed into a ‘vibe’ that emanates
Salem's unique culture.”

The espresso bar is fun to look
at, with potted plants perched at
top shelves, their vines sprawl-
ing out below. The highest shelves
are devoted to a book collection.
The cafe bar itself is decked out
with kombucha on tap, a pastry
case, colorful tealight candles,
an old fashioned coffee grinder
and much more, all on an expan-
sive wooden bar made from the
cross-section of a tree, complete
with a craggy edge where the bark
had been.

The brick walls and wooden
floors and tables create a warm
mahogany glow that sets the tone

for more colorful details, like the
local art. Each booth in the main
dining area has a unique, colorful
painting on its back.

If you're coming in the morn-
ing, Taproot’s full espresso bar
features hot drinks, cold brew
and four choices of alternative
milk. The morning menu includes
several inventive egg scrambles,
smoothie bowls with generous
options for toppings, huevos ran-
cheros, breakfast tacos and burri-
tos and banana bread pain perdu.

Later in the day, there’s a
wide array of appetizers, tapas
and main dishes. Their innova-
tions incorporate the comforting,
whether your version of comfort
food is a burger or a brown rice
and quinoa bowl, and the adven-
turous. For example, you can ei-
ther go for classic fries, or dress
them up with chili lime salt, cajun
seasoning, cheddar/jack cheese
or their garlic vegan parmesan.
My personal favorite dish is the
spaghetti squash, which comes
with crispy, flavorful housemade
vegan “meatballs.” Make sure to
get it with the pesto, which is rich
and lemony.

Most importantly in my mind,
though, the Taproot staff never
get so caught up in their craft that
it overshadows connecting with
people. Every experience I've had
has suggested that creating a joy-
ful space and focusing on interac-
tion is their primary interest.

sfullert@willamette.edu
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Scott Nadelson returns to campus for reading

ANDREW PEARSON
CONTRIBUTOR

The harsh, white lights sud-
denly dim, and a soft incandes-
cence rose from behind the bev-
eled shades that circle the Hatfield
Room. Professor Danielle Deulen
stepped up and introduced Scott
Nadelson: discussing his awards
(Oregon Book Award, Great Lakes
Colleges New Writers Award an-
dReform Judaism Fiction Prize),
praising his “original, vividly
imagined characters” and their
“complex inner lives” and read-
ing a haiku she composed for the
missing Nadelson while he was on
sabbatical: "Your door is closed
still /windy March blows through
the hall /I wait for autumn."

Then Nadelson takes the podi-
um and introduces his “odd hybrid
of a book.” In “The Fourth Corner
of the World,” published on Feb
27 this year, he said that “half the
stories are historical...[and] sev-

eral of the stories are deeply au-
tobiographical, just sort of embel-
lished personal essays.”

At first he could not find a link
between the stories, even as he
planned to put them in the same
book, but Nadelson said he even-
tually realized, “what was connect-
ing them...[was that they] were
about exile.”

He begins to elaborate on this
by reading the title story, a fiction-
al account of the Jewish colony of
New Odessa. The utopian colony,
located in Southern Oregon in the
1880s, was part of “pre-Zionist
attempts to find a Jewish home-
land and escape the pogroms,”
and while it was poorly managed
and filed for bankruptey after
seven years, it was an important
precursor to both Zionism and
the “back-to-the-land movement
colonies” that grew up in Oregon
in the 1960s. The story excerpt
that Nadelson read was short and
followed the nighttime journey of

a young man named Jankel who
discovers what Nadelson calls a
“nineteenth-century threesome”
in the woods.

After “The Fourth Corner of the
World,” Nadelson read from a sec-
ond, more autobiographical story.
“A Warm Breath” began with the
author grieving the death of his
friend, whom he called R., whose
death coincided with the birth of
Nadelson’s young daughter and left
him unable to enjoy the pleasures
of home life.

From there, Nadelson went on
tangents about a Russian cab driv-
er, an aggressive lawyer friend,
a synopsis of the Chekhov story
“Grief,” his junior-year English
professor and the terrible hilar-
ious sex scenes that he and his
classmates wrote into their cre-
ative-writing pieces. Ultimately, it
returned to the original subjects,
grief and his baby daughter: “But
before long I'd hear in her barks
the cadence of the Russian cab

driver in Soho, and then, within
in moments without any conscious
decision, but also without resis-
tance, my thoughts would have left
my daughter altogether and found
their way to Chekhov, and to grief.”

Nadelson described his meth-
ods in the Q&A period. “I'll write
into something as far as I can...]
sprint till I run out of breath, then
I go back and I give myself a run-
ning start again.”

He also advised writers in the
audience to “think of yourself as a
badger, you're sniffing along and
[looking for] what’s out there, just
like what’s right here...in front of
yourself: the next detail, the next
thought, the next action and let that
lead you to where it’s gonna go.”

Nadelson’s working style is un-
conventional, but he is optimis-
tic about the potential of the un-
planned story, and notes that even
the book’s unifying theme, exile,
did not come to him until it was al-
most finished.

I'walked away from Professor Na-
delson’s reading certain that he pos-
sesses a strong work ethic and has a
lot to teach his students. He explains
us that his next planned book, “One
of Us,” will be about tribes and the
rupturing of communities.

His young daughter, who sat
patiently inthe front row through-
out the whole performance, final-
ly spoke up at the end: “The one
about the people in the old house
when they find an opossum skel-
eton.” The professor smiles. “She
was reading over my shoulder the
other day.”

akpearson@willamette.edu

Stephen Hawking: science
Icon now among the stars

CONTINUED from Page 1

Therefore, not only is his bril-
liant and scientific mind being
mourned, but his character and
insight. A moment that exem-
plifies this was his response to
a teenage girl who was in atten-
dance at one of his talks at the
Sydney Opera House. She asked,
“What do you think is the cos-
mological effect of Zayn leaving
One Direction and consequently
breaking the hearts of millions of
teenage girls across the world?” as
Buzzfeed Australia reported.

“Finally, a question about
something important. My advice to
any heartbroken young girl is to pay
close attention to the study of the-
oretical physics. Because one day
there may well be proof of multiple
universes. It would not be beyond
the realms of possibility that some-
where outside of our own universe
lies another different universe.
And in that universe, Zayn is still

in One Direction. This girl may like
to know that in another possible
universe, she and Zayn are happily
married,” he responded.

He did not brush aside this
questions like others may have,
but responded to it thoughtfully
and with care to the asker. It may
be responses and actions like this
that has made this man who stud-
ies such complex topics feel relat-
able and like a role model for peo-
ple outside of the sciences as well.

It was potentially Lockheed
Martin’s tweet that encompassed
both sides of Hawking as a public
figure the best. They celebrated
both his breakthrough research
and beloved personality: “Thank
you, Stephen Hawking, for help-
ing us understand the universe
and for your indomitable spirit.
You've left us in awe of your ac-
complishments and with great
hope for humanity. We'll always
remember to look up at the stars
and not down at our feet.”

OSCAR WECKER

Hawking will stand as an im-
portant figure and his research
will continue to be studied and
revered for a very long time. The
impact of his work is proven not
for the first time, by the outpour
of emotion at his loss.

If you want to carry on his leg-
acy, or hear some words of advice
from this widely successful man,
I leave you with this quote: “One,
remember to look up at the stars
and now down at your feet. Two,
never give up work. Work gives
you meaning and purpose and life
is empty without it. Three, if you
are lucky enough to find love, re-
memberitisthere and don’t throw
it away.” Stay curious, keep pursu-
ing your goals and hold the love in
your life dearly to commemorate
this ever inspiring man.

mgjones@willamette.edu

What qualifies a
good cover song’’

DORIAN GRAYSON
STAFF WRITER

Cover songs are a contentious
topic. Some feel they're uncanny
rip-offs of songs that don’t need
changing. Some, like myself, are
in favour of them. Others have
opinions outside of a love/hate
binary. Covers are not all alike in
quality, though; not all songs take
equally well to being covered.

Despite the huge array of
eventual covers, “Golden Brown”
by The Stranglers was actually
popular in the UK at first. I doubt
you've heard it, but it is wonder-
ful. It’s also about heroin.

Through the song, the constant
piano melody grants the read-
er passage to the feelings of the
song’s persona. The lyrics com-
bine with the melody to spin out-
ward in a hypnotic spiral. Even-
tually the lilting guitar slides into
your ear like a needle into a vein
and delivers musical ecstasy.

In other words, “Golden
Brown” is very much about her-
oin. It commands such an im-
pact through its use of sound that
many have tried to cover it. Cage
the Elephant put out a cover in
2017 that, in my opinion, lacked
the fire and passion the original
had. This is because the lyrics to
“Golden Brown” are so personal
and specific.

This isn’t to say Cage the El-
ephant or anyone else is wrong
to cover “Golden Brown,” or that
others shouldn’t enjoy it. Covers
are about participating in a song,
changing it and letting it change
you. The most common form of
covering a song is singing along,
an act we all do to join in with the
songs we love and the emotions
we feel.

Some songs, then, lend them-
selves more to being covered, like
those that are universal, that ask
their listener to participate. Songs
like “Girls Just Want to Have Fun”
will always invite being covered
by different people. “Everybody
Wants to Rule the World” is a very
different song, but expresses a
similar universal truth.

In his essay, “The Literature
of Knowledge and the Literature

of Power,” Thomas De Quincey
argued that literature was that
which spoke the truth:

“Tragedy, romance, fairy tale,
all alike restore to man’s mind
the ideals of justice, of hope, of
truth, of mercy, or retribution,
which else would languish for
want of sufficient illustration.”

In other words, the art we hold
up and perpetuate is that which
speaks to our core truths. Songs
that do this and aren’t too rooted
in specifics are better suited to
reappropriation by others and,
thus, covers.

Cover songs take the familiar
and not only copy it, but manipu-
late it. On the website OverClocked
Remix, aspiring musicians and
video game enthusiasts post cov-
ers and reinterpretations of music
from video games. From the clas-
sic chiptune themes, to modern
scores, these artists take songs
across key, genre and instrument.

A catchy beat from a SNES
RPG, — “Longing of the Wind,”
becomes an aching piano ballad,
“Yearning of the Wind.” It initial-
ly sounds nothing like the original
piece, until you notice that it’s
constructed something new out of
the same musical parts. This act of
creation pushes against our defi-
nitions, as it isn't wholly original,
nor really a cover.

In the end, creating and
participating in music is fun.
Whether you're in the shower, in
the car with friends or even on a
stage, music is about expression
and enjoyment. Through rein-
terpretation, we use what we see
in ourselves in something else to
express ourselves.

“It's the only way I have
learned, to express myself /
Through other people's descrip-
tions of life,” wrote Justin Pierre
in the song “L.G. FUAD.”

dgrayson@uwillamette.edu
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NATALIE ROADARMEL
STAFF WRITER

Every morning by the Mill stream,
Dean Wentworth can be seen feeding
the ducks their breakfast. Dean is the
Botanical Curator for the University,
and has worked here for the past 18
years. About five years ago, he began
feeding the ducks.

“The way I started [feeding the
ducks] was I was working in the garden
one year, and [ was pulling weeds and
a mother duck came up to me with 13
little ducklings and just stared at me
like ‘could you help us out?’ She might
as well had been holding a sign on the
side of the road.”

Dean left his master’s program and
research project at Oregon State Uni-
versity to work for Willamette and it
is clear that his passion for this work
is still very much present today. “I'm
just glad I've gotten that opportunity,
to enjoy the wildlife here, and to plant
for them. It brings people in. I know
when they give the tours people stop at
the bridges and look over and see the
ducks, and I think it attracts people
to campus. It’s kind of a sanctuary for
ducks. And they do very little harm to
anything. They're just harmless.”

Dean not only feeds the ducks every
morning, but also purchases a special
feed for the ducklings, as they cannot
eat the usual feed he buys. He often
keeps watch for any ducklings around
Willamette in the spring, and will per-
sonally toss them feed to make sure
they are able to survive into adulthood.
In addition, Dean plants specific plant
species around campus for different
types of wildlife, such as butterflies
and hummingbirds, to make sure they
are able to thrive at Willamette.

What's most astonishing is that
Dean pays for all of this feed out of
his own pocket. This has resulted in
him spending around $30 a week to
feed the animals, including the ducks,
squirrels and nutria. “I feed the oth-
er wildlife too. Some of that may be
controversial because the nutria are
listed as an invasive species, but they
didn’t ask to come here.” His contri-
bution to Willamette’s animal species
has resulted in the school’s campus
becoming a safe and nurturing place
for them. The biological ecosystem at
Willamette greatly benefits students
and science classes, presenting the
community with learning opportuni-
ties right outside of their classrooms.

Dean is retiring after this school
year. This means that there will no
longer be anyone buying feed for the
ducks. “I can’t do much about it be-
cause I'll be on a limited retirement
income. I've been doing that now for
five years, and the ducks actually know,
when they see me they come running.
They know who feeds them. [Funding
for duck feed] probably would have to
come through the University somehow,
they'd have to budget for some of that.”
If funding for duck feed was not some-
how supported by the university in the
near future, he stated, “I think eventu-

ally what you would see is a dwindling
of the population, and they would look
for other places to go.” Although the
ducks play a prominent role in the cul-
ture of Willamette, their feed is not the
only environmental initiative on cam-
pus that has been affected by a lack of
institutional budget.

What makes sustainability at Wil-
lamette difficult to navigate is the fact
that it is not run by a single group or
person. It is a connected effort be-
tween students, staff, faculty, the Sus-
tainability Institute, Green Fund, La
Chispa and multiple other groups on
campus. These groups to work sep-
arately toward one communal goal:
a more sustainable, equitable and
well-rounded Willamette community
and world.

Sustainability is heavily market-
ed to prospective students and po-
tentially one of the main persuasions
for convincing prospective students
to choose Willamette as their school.
Sustainability is listed under the “Why
Willamette” page on the Willamette
website. The first image website visi-
tors see when they click on this page is
of the Zena Forest. Zena is also greatly
prevalent in packets received by pro-
spective students and one of the main
talking points about sustainability at
Willamette.

This is understandable. Zena is a
wonderful property that holds high
amounts of potential and opportuni-
ty for research and conservation. Ev-
erything stated by Willamette about
Zena Forest in their materials for pro-
spective and current students is true.
As one pamphlet states, Zena“is “305
acres at Willamette’s sustainable man-
aged research and education outdoor
landscape.” Although Willamette's
ownership of Zena offers significant
opportunity to students, it becomes an
issue is when students feel their actual
involvement at Zena during their time
at Willamette does not match the level
it is marketed. Sophomore Claire Poc-
kell-Wilson expressed, “Sustainabil-
ity on campus is something that you
can market really well to prospective
students. You see that with the Zena
forest, and the marketing they have
on the website. Based on a lot of con-
versations I've had with students who
are first years this year, they came here
thinking that they were going to be
spending a lot of time out at Zena For-
est, and that’s unfortunately not really
the case.” Aside from Farm Club, few
Willamette community members have
regular access to the property.

This disconnect between how sus-
tainability is marketed and how it is
experienced by students is present
in more areas than Zena. In the past,
sustainability groups on campus have
lacked proper communication, re-
sulting in lost student and faculty ef-
forts to bring increasingly sustainable
practices to Willamette. Pockell-Wil-
son, recently premiered a newsletter
entitled “Roots Of Change” to con-
nect environmental, social justice and
wellness centered groups on campus

after identifying this disconnect, and
the need for a more unifying voice be-
tween these groups. Separate efforts
between sustainability minded groups
on campus has also caused students,
especially underclassmen, to feel ut-
terly confused about where to begin
with sustainability when they arrive
at Willamette. “I was really shocked
that there wasn’t an easy way to get in-
volved. The longer I've been here the
more I've realized there are some super
great things going on, they re just real-
ly hard to find, especially as a first year
student,” commented first-year Ol-
ive Murdoch Meyer. So what are these
groups? How are they intertwined, and
how has Willamette’s sustainability
budget been affecting them?

The Sustainability Institute works to
promote and connect students to sus-
tainability initiatives across the Wil-
lamette University campus. Joe Abra-
ham is the Institute Director, Claire
Pockell-Wilson the Communications
Coordinator, Olive Murdoch Meyer
the Project Coordinator, and I, Natalie
Roadarmel, hold the role of the Com-
munications Intern.

Next school year, the Sustainability
Institute, along with many other de-
partments on campus, will be faced
with significant budget cuts. This
means that the Sustainability Insti-
tute’s usual $15,000 budget will be re-
duced to $3,000 dollars for the 2018-
2019 school year.

Sustability starts

stead of hourly wages. This will aid
in giving a set budget for student pay,
as with hourly pay students can eas-
ily work more or less hours than they
are allotted weekly, but will likely also
help with increased budget issues.
Although stipends can be beneficial,
accessibility to jobs and hourly wages
are extremely important in issues of
sustainability. Sustainability is often
an issue that is primarily accessible to
the upper-class white population, and
changing this by creating ways for peo-
ple of every background to be able to be
involved should be a top priority.

The Green Fund is a superb resource
that Willamette offers to its students.
Every semester, students have the op-
tion of “opting-in” and paying a $25
sustainability fee which is then used to
fund projects focused on support en-
vironmental justice, equity and gener-
al campus-wide wellness. The Green
Fund committee is formed of seven
students who are in charge of deciding
how these funds are allocated to proj-
ects proposed by students, faculty and
staff. Emma Sharpe, Committee Chair
of the Green Fund, explained, The
Green Fund was initially very specific
to environmental sustainability, but
now we definitely are open to proj-
ects related to environmental justice,
social justice, and generally campus
wellness.” In the 2017-2018 school

year, Wor the Green
Fund as around 8o percent.

When asked what the Sustainahﬂ()%/»ith Willamette’s tight budget,

ty Institute budget typically funds. Joe
Abraham stated, “A lot of it is special
projects. The student wages compo-
nent has always been significant, you
know 30-4.0 percent of the budget goes
to paying students because I think it’s
important to provide student opportu-
nities tolead and learn and those kinds
of things. Events, communications, I
mean, it’s kind of emerging and now
it's gone. Now [the budget] going to
things like paper.”

This budget cut will not only in-
hibit the ability for the Sustainability
Institute to host events it self-funds,
but also increases pressure on other
University financial outlets such as the
Green Fund.

Students for Sustainability, a pro-
gram [ have been heavily involved with
creating, is set to be introduced to
Willamette next year as an organiza-
tion aimed at increasing sustainability
across campus, as well as student in-
volvement in these initiatives. It will
hopefully be funded by a Green Fund
annual grant which was submitted this
spring. “It’s very clear to me that if it
wasn’'t for student leadership, pay-
ing into the Green Fund, and having a
student-led Green Fund, we wouldn’t
have much to work with,” stated Abra-
ham.

Other departments have also been
faced with restricted budgets, wheth-
er through University budget cuts or
other causes. Next school year, Com-
munity Service Learning (CSL) will
be switching to semesterly leader-
ship awards, or student stipends, in-

the Green Fund has become an out-
let for environmental justice funding
throughout campus. This year was the
first time that the money requested
through annual Green Fund grants
exceeded the amount of student fees
the Green Fund collected this school
year. Although the Green Fund is a
great source for environmental justice
funding, it does not hold the amount
of money that is being demanded by
students for piloting projects. Sharpe
commented, “I think that burden falls
alittle bit hard, especially this year, on
the Green Fund.”

Sharpe added, “I think that we try to
make it clear that we are here for the
students, and especially hopefully this
year we've tried to reach out to many
communities of students on campus
as much as we could to basically em-
power them and we are the body of
money that can produce their ideas.”
The Green Fund is a place that any-
body at Willamette can submit a grant
to. “Students want equity and diver-
sity and the Green Fund can deliver
that,” Sharpe explained. By providing
an accessible and free place for Willa-
mette community members to request
grants, the Green Fund has created
an equitable place for people to come
to with their project ideas. “We really
are here to empower students and give
them a chance to make their ideas ac-
tually happen.”

La Chispa, also known as the Salem
Spark, is a group on campus that “...
seeks to increase environmental jus-
tice awareness and conversations at
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Willamette University, while collabo-
rating with diverse partners in Salem
and in the larger Willamette Valley.”
This group is a student-led group that
~works to address environmental rac-
ism and the inequalities of environ-
mental privilege. As accessibility is
one of the foundations of their work,

Catalina de Onis, Willamette commu-

nications professor and founder of
La Chispa, commented on how Wil-
lamette can work to make environ-
mental justice more accessible to the
whole of the Willamette population.
“An environmental justice commit-
ment can be advanced at Willamette by
supporting those students, faculty and
staff, and other community members
beyond Willamette, who have direct
knowledge of what it means to live in
places that have been targeted for pol-
luting practices. An environmental
justice focus urges people who care to
consider thelong-time call by envi-
ronmental justice actors and activists
to understand “the environment” in
the plural, not as a place apart but as
places where we live, work, recreate
and much more.”

By under-funding sustainability,

illamette is creating an environment

in which students may not be fully
compensated for their work, which
risks accessibility in working for envi-
ronmental issues on campus. de Onis

adds, “Furthermore, environmental
justice seeks to resist the ways that
environmental degradation and toxic

practices disproportionately impact
" people of color and low-income com-

munities—and it is these perspectives
and experiences that are vital for dis-
mantling extractivist logics and prac-
tices. With creativity, coalition build-
ing and caring, environmental justice
teachings urge us that another world
is possible and worth struggling for.”
Student leadership and action is one of
the main bringers of sustainability and
environmental justice to Willamette.
We must make it accessible for stu-
dents to put the time and energy they
want into these initiatives and create
an attainable way for everybody in the
Willamette community to become in-
volved.

A prime example of student lead-
ership in sustainability on campus is
composting. This semester, a group of
six students came together after real-
izing they were all working towards a
common goal: bringing composting

to Willamette residence halls. These
students spent hours upon hours of
unpaid time working through road-
blocks and past composting attempts
to accomplish their goals. Their work
was mainly funded through an old
Green Fund grant, which was submit-
ted by Abigail Bernhard. Although all
students involved with this effort were
happytoworkasvolunteers, theyhave a
right to be compensated for the prom-
inent amount of time they put into this
project. Willamette sadly does not have
a budget for wages such as this, other
than the Green Fund which has already
been faced with higher amounts of re-
quested grant money than they are able
to fund.

Many Willamette students are put-
ting everything they have into creating
a more sustainable campus. And the
good news is, it is paying off. The Uni-
versity is currently in the process of
drafting a Climate Action Plan, which
should be approved by next fall. This
plan will work to reduce the universi-
ty’s overall carbon emissions by pro-
moting behavioral change campaigns,
which will be accessible to the whole
Willamette community. These cam-
paigns will be student-interest led

and this spring semester there will be
multiple forums as an opportunity for
students, staff and faculty to be apart
of the conversation that reviews this
plan. Senior Sarah Brush (‘18) who
serves on the Sustainability Advisory
Board explained, “All of this change
requires that we have constant pres-
sure to make the change. So it’s hard
when we don’t see that change imme-
diately, especially as students when
our time here is fleeting. As long as
people keep applying that pressure,
it'll happen.” This student pressure
is not only what will drive future sus-
tainability at Willamette, but is what
currently propels it. I have never met
more driven, passionate, and inspir-
ing students who are willing to do any-
thing it takes to accomplish their goals
than I have in my time being involved
with sustainability at Willamette. “It’s
hard. Change is hard,” stated Murdoch
Meyer. And it is. Change is hard, but
the student voice holds the potential
for it to come in the most beneficial
way to Willamette’s campus and com-
munity.

naroadarmel@willamette.edu
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UMBC makes history with defeat of Virginia

MARCH MAUNESS

JARED SPOHR
STAFF WRITER

It’s that time of year again: the
time of college basketball heart-
break. All over the nation, fans are
watching one of the most unpredict-
able playoff seasons in history un-
fold. There have been major upsets
and serious heartbreak. Not a single
perfect bracket made it past the first
round of the tournament. Perhaps
one of the biggest bracket busters
was the UMBC Retrievers extremely
unlikely victory over Virginia.

In an article published on
FiveThirtyEight, it was explained
that Virginia had a 98 percent
probability of winning. UMBC’s
upset was nothing short of spec-
tacular. However, Virginia played
their worst game all season. Their
offense, considered one of the best
in the country, shot just 41 percent
from the floor, while arguably the
best defense in the nation was com-
pletely helpless against the UMBC
offensive attack. The Retrievers
shot 5o percent from downtown, an
incredible accomplishment.

Here’s a statistic that will drive
college basketball fans nuts: Vir-
ginia’s defense held opponents to
an average of 53.4 points per game
during the regular season. UMBC
torched them for 53 points in the
second half alone.

While that game resulted in a
devastated Cavaliers team, an-
other big story to come out of the
opening weekend was the Neva-
da Wolfpack’s insane comeback
against the Cincinnati Bearcats. In
what Henry Bushnell from Yahoo
Sports described as a “comeback

PATRICK LOFTUS

more miraculous than Patriots
over Falcons,” the Wolfpack ral-
lied from a 22 point deficit in the
second half to upend Cincinnati
in one of the greatest comebacks
in college basketball history.

The Bearcats dominated most
of the game, until someone lit a
fire in the Wolves’ belly. Nevada
went on to score 16 unanswered
points in the second half. After a
brief period of getting dominat-
ed, the Bearcats appeared to get
back on track to victory for a brief
moment. But then the wheels fell

off as Cincinnati failed to make a
single field goal in the final 5:48
in the game.

Cody Martin led the comeback
for Nevada, as he scored 25 points,
dished out 7 assists and hauled in
6 rebounds. However, unlikely
hero Josh Hall came off the bench
for Nevada, and after grabbing
Martin’s miss, he floated one in to
give his team the lead for the first
time in the game with nine sec-
onds left. The Wolfpack held on
for the remaining nine seconds,
and chaos broke loose on the
court as the Nevada players cele-
brated one of the best comebacks
in college basketball history.

Moving forward, it seems im-
possible to predict nearly any-
thing at this point. However,
preliminary Regional winner
predictions from Bleacher Report
have Nevada winning the South,
Gonzaga winning the West, Villa-
nova securing the East and Kan-
sas taking the Midwest. Villanova
can never be discounted, as the
defending mnational champions
are an incredible team that many
people believe have the potential
to pull it off a second year in a row.
However, the odds are stacked
high against the Wildcats, as there
have only been six back-to-back
champions since the tournament
started in 1939.

Here’s to hoping more history
is made in the second half of the
tournament!

jspohr@willamette.edu

Bearcat Baseball sweeps the Swarthmore Garnet

DANI SAUNDERS
STAFF WRITER

The Bearcat baseball team played
this last Friday and Saturday, taking
on the Garnet from Swarthmore
College. It was a successful week-
end, with the Bearcats coming out
on top with a three-game sweep,
advancing their record to 12-11 on
the season.

On Friday, March 16, the first
game of the series started out with a
bang as the Bearcats secured a four-
run lead over Swarthmore. Seniors
Cameron Igarashi and Troy Conway
lit up the first inning as Igarashi
knocked out a base-hit and Conway
followed up with a walk. Both play-
ers advanced on a pass ball and then
scored on two ground -out RBIs, one

from junior Gonnor Bailey and the
other from senior Eric Del Prado.

The Bearcats scored one more
run in the bottom of the second in-
ning with help from seniors Perry
Van Eckhardt (who walked and stole
a base) and Del Prado (who hit a sin-
gle), allowing Van Eckhardt to score.
There was little to no action from the
Bearcats offensively until the sev-
enth inning when Van Eckhardt hit
a single to get on base and Igarashi
bunted to advance Van Eckhardt to
second. Conway hit a single, allow-
ing Van Eckhardt to score, and then
Bailey came up to bat and blasted a
two-run homerun. Senior Jack Brett
scored the final run of the game for
the Bearcats in the bottom of the
eighth with a solo homerun. The fi-
nal score of the game on Friday was
8-3 with a Willamette victory.
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On Saturday, the 17th, the first
game of the doubleheader began
with a two-run lead from Swarth-
more in the first three innings.
The bottom of the third inning
saw action as Igarashi hit a single
and advanced on a bunt from Con-
way. Bailey came up to the plate
and hit another two-run home run
to tie up the game 2-2. The Gar-
net scored again in the top of the
sixth inning, but then the Bear-
cat offense scored five runs in the
bottom of the sixth, making the
score 7-3. Hits by Van Eckhardt,
junior Tyler Janitz, Igarashi, and
Bailey contributed to the advance.
Swarthmore tacked on one more
run and that was it, leaving the
score 7-4 with the Bearcats on top
with a second game win of the se-
ries.
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CHRIS SABATO

A tarp covers the field during a rain delay (left). Junior pitcher Brandon Nelson delivers a pitch (right).

The second game on Saturday
lit up during the bottom of the
second inning when Del Prado
shot a double to right field. Soph-
omore Brendan Natuzzi sacrifice
bunted to advance Del Prado, and
then Brett hit an RBI double to
score Del Prado. Janitz hit a sin-
gle to advance Brett to third and
himself onto first, and then Van
Eckhardt blasted another single,
scoring another run for the Bear-
cats. Senior Mason Fessler walked

after this to load up the bases. Six
runs were scored in the second in-
ning. The Garnet attempted to an-
swer back, but they did not come
close as the Bearcats came back in
the bottom of the fourth inning to
tack on three more runs, making
the score 9-2. One last run was
scored in the fifth inning by Van
Eckhardt.

dsaunder@willamette.edu
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Willamette Track and Field has a strong showing

ERIC DEL PRADO
SPORTS EDITOR

Willamette Track and Field
competed in a a dual meet against
Corban University at Charles
Bowles Track in McCullough
Stadium on Tuesday, March 13
through Thursday March 15.

On Tuesday, sophomore Me-
lissa Scott and first year Keaton
Beckman held leads in both the
heptathlon and decathlon. Af-
ter four events in the heptathlon
Scott had 2,109 points. She came
in first place in the 100-meter
hurdles as well as the high jump.
She came in third place in the
shot put and fourth place in the
200-meter sprint. The winner
of the 200-meter sprint in the
heptathlon was Willamette first
year Grace Grookham-Guy. After
the heptathlon was completed on
Wednesday, Scott came in sec-
ond place with 3,185 points and
Crookham-Guy came in fourth
place with 2,954 points. Gra-
ham-Guy won three events in the
heptathlon.

In the men’s decathlon, first
year Keaton Beckmann won with
6,184, points. Beckmann won four
events and sophomore Brian Peck
came in third place with 5,675
points.

Also on Wednesday, Sopho-
more Josh Martin won the men’s
hammer throw on Wednesday
with a throw of 142°9.25.” Sopho-
more Hope Duenas won the wom-
en’s hammer throw with a throw
of 147°4.50.7

On Thursday senior Hannah
Swanson won the 3,000 meter
steeplechase. She completed the
race in 10:4.9.91, and she beat the
second place finisher by 54.90
seconds. This time was the fifth

this we

fasted in Willamette history. Due-
nas also took first place in the dis-
cus throw. The throw of 140'7.75
moved her into fifth all time. Se-
nior Jewell Sparks set a personal
best with a time of 26.58 seconds
in the 200-meter run. This was
good for a second place finish in
the event. Junior Hazel Carr won
the 1500-meter run while sopho-
more Kyla Shade came in second.
Carralso won the 8oo-meter race.
Junior Alex Stacy won the triple
jump with a personal record of
33'7-75"

The Willamette men’s
4x100-meter relay team won with
a time of 43.4.2 seconds. The team
was made up of seniors Jack Well-
man and D’Angelo Guiton, junior
Orion Ewell and sophomore Con-
nor Giannini. Sophomore Eli-
jah Hall-Crockett won the men’s
triple jump and came in second
in the high jump. Wellman won
the 200-meter, while sophomore
Riley Burton came in second.
Sophomore Saige Swan came in
first place in the shot put while
Martin came in second place. The
10,000 meter race was dominated
by the Bearcats. Senior Ricardo
Flores-Castillo won the event,
sophomore Kellen Bulger came in
second and junior Keith Carlson
came in third place.

Asateam, the Willamette Men’s
team beat Corban by a score of 65-
48. The Willamette Women’s team
lost a close one to Corban, as the
final score was 60-53. The Bear-
cats will run again on Saturday
March 24, at the Willamette Invi-
tational at Charles Bowles Track.

edelprad@uwillamette.edu
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A Willamette runner leads in the steeplechase (top). Runners from Willamette Womens track (bottom,).

ek In sports

Sun

Mon

wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

AARON ODA
STAFF WRITER

points and ranking third in re-

NBA

The top story in the NBA is
once again that of our Portland
Trail Blazers. They are still on a
winning streak, which has now
been extended to 13 games due
to Sunday’s win against the Los
Angeles Clippers by a score of
122-109. This streak means that
the team has not lost since the
all-star break, which was about
four weeks ago.

Dame Dollah took center
stage as he provided the team
26.2 points and 7.4, assists in
the last five games. The Blazers
have also been able to play some
stout defense allowing the fifth
best points per game mark at 103

bound with 45.4 per game. With
stats like these on both ends of
the floor we should continue to
see success from the Blazers.
In the last five games they have
played top tier competition, in-
cluding the likes of the Golden
State Warriors winning 125—108,
the Cleveland Cavaliers winning
113-105, and the Miami Heat
winning 115-99.

MLB

We are officially less than two
weeks from opening day, 10 to be
exact. This baseball season will
be exciting to watch because, just
like basketball, there was a lot of
movement with star players to
already good teams. The most
obvious move that fits this cri-

teria is Giancarlo Stanton, who
is now a New York Yankee stand-
ing with his buddy Aaron Judge.
These two bashers will not want
to be a pair to be messed with
this season, especially at home.
Some have boldly predicted that
both guys could achieve the 60
home run mark and maybe even
push beyond that, which would
rank them inside the top five of
all time.

Another moveris Andrew Mc-
Cutchen, who is headed to Mc-
Covey cove. This 2013 National
League MVP is going to add an
experienced and productive bat
to an already dangerous lineup
with Buster Bosey, Brandon Belt
and Hunter Pence. Another bold
prediction is that the 2018 World
Series is brought back to the bay
because it is an even year and the

Giants will return to glory after
skipping 2016 in what has been a
dominant decade for them.

NCAAB

This years tournament has
earned the title of March Mad-
ness. Right off the bat, we saw
a 16 seeded team beat a first
seeded team for the first time
ever. The UMBC retrievers beat
the top overall seed Virginia by
a score of 74-54. The South re-
gion that UMBC found itself in
was setting records on its own,
as it is the first one ever to not
have a seed 1-4 advance to the
sweet 16 round. The four teams
that are left are ninth seed Kan-
sas State, fifth seeded Kentucky,
11th seeded Loyola Chicago, and
seventh seeded Nevada.

The Loyola Chicago team has
also been making headlines in
the tournament because of the
98 year old Sister Jean, who is
the team’s champlin has been
leading the team in prayer be-
fore games. How can a story be
any more endearing than having
a 98 year old lady help a team
navigate the rough and tumble
season.

Ohh brah have you ever noticed
quote of the week:

“Credit cards are what people
use after they discover that mon-
ey can’t buy everything.” —Joe
Moore

aoda@willamette.edu

KEELY MCCORMICK
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Fighting
Ignorance

GIANNI MARABELLA
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

As everyone on TV will tell you,
we live in a post-facts world. Poli-
ticians can say whatever they want,
and it’s frustrating to see how little
you'd have to dig to disprove some of
the claims being made by the people
in charge. It feels like if only people
did a little research instead of re-
peating everything they hear on the
television, then maybe our society
wouldn’t feel so backwards.

The problem at the center of this
is that, in this world of “fake news,”
so many people in this country are
happy to believe the first thing they
hear and regurgitate it to as many
people as they can. The range in vo-
cabulary you're likely to see scrolling
through FaceBook gets smaller and
smaller as more and more people
become content to say the exact same
things.

As liberal arts students the hope
is that the people we are surround-
ed with don't fall prey to the same
ignorance that seems to define this
country. However, I can’t say that as a
community we always make an effort
to stay educated and to really under-
stand the issues we engage in.

Willamette’s community is one
that encourages its students to chal-
lenge systems that we find unjust.
Whether it be at the level of how we
are graded in class or how we stand
up oppressive social structures, the
Willamette student is expected to be
somewhat less defined by the apathy
that generally defines the people of
this country.

Where some people fall short is
that they learn to go along with what-
ever the campus majority believes
(reactions to larger political issues
are rarely polarized here) and they
don't feel the need to educate them-
selves further. And while I com-
mend anyone who works to hold up
those whom our society has ignored,
we can't just stop being advocates at
the easiest possible point. It's easy to
hold up a sign, but that’s just a sur-
face level way to actually engage in
these issues.

At the end of the day, a lot of the
conversations you're likely to have
on this campus regarding social is-
sues tend to go the same way. We
have the same words and phrases we
pass around before making an at-
tempt to form our own opinions.

A word I hear thrown around a
lot is ‘problematic.’ I feel privileged
to live in a culture that doesn’t stand
by and let backwards discourse slide.
However, I find it concerning how
often the word ‘problematic’ comes
from the mouths of people who are
only tenuously connected to the is-
sue and wouldn’t be able to hold their
ground in a debate if confronted.

People have learned to identify
problematic behaviors and para-
digms, but at the end of the day their
understanding is just that — surface
level identification. And if we just
repeat the same rhetoric we hear
passed on from our peers and the in-
ternet, how different are we from the
those on the television who think the
government wants to ban handguns?

No matter what you fight for, your
cause will crumble if you don’t edu-
cate yourself enough to stand up for
it.

gimarabella@uwillamette.edu

The Salem clinic that deceives women

SOPHIE SMITH
STAFF WRITER

There is a picketer outside Sa-
lem’s Planned Parenthood. Bun-
dled in winter clothes on a blus-
tery day, in one hand he grasps a
tattered umbrella and in the oth-
er, a sign demanding passersby
pray for aborted fetuses. Against
my better judgement, I approach
the man.

The protester, who is associ-
ated with several local pro-life
groups, tells me about St. Ger-
maine’s, a Catholic women’s
health center next door, and its
mobile clinic (sonograms on
wheels!), and then he hands me

and breast cancer, and the Amer-
ican Journal of Public Health es-
timates fewer than 0.05 percent
of women obtaining abortions
experience complications.

But the worst thing in the bag
is a list of dozens of alterna-
tive clinics and resources in the
area. The list reveals the pro-life
movement in Salem to be much
greater than one rogue Catholic
in an empty parking lot.

Atthe top of the listis the Hope
Pregnancy Clinic, a nondenom-
inational Christian organization
near Planned Parenthood. On
its website, Hope clinic adver-
tises its “options counseling,” a
free service that allows pregnant

“More people need to be
aware of the prevalence of
Crisis Pregnancy Centers —
their anonymity makes it far
too easy for unwilling wom-
en to fall into their danger-

ous hands.”

a “Blessings Bag” filled with bro-
chures and Snickers bars. I say
goodbye with a smile on my face.
It isn’t until I round the corner
and open the bag that I realize I
just validated the crusade of an
extremist.

The brochures in the bag are
filled with misconceptions about
abortions — they say abortions
are riskier than childbirth, and
that every abortion a woman has
increases her likelihood of get-
ting breast cancer. This unapolo-
getic negligence of scientific fact
makes my skin crawl; there is no
correlation between abortions

women to discuss with an expert
their three choices: parenting,
adoption and abortion. Yet clos-
er inspection of the site reveals
the only medical procedures the
clinic offers are pregnancy tests
and ultrasounds. No abortions.
From my perspective as an
outsider, the Hope Pregnancy
Clinic shows all signs of being a
Crisis Pregnancy Center. In 2014,
VICE news produced a fantastic
piece called “Fake Abortion Clin-
ics of America: Misconception.”
It describes Crisis Pregnancy
Centers, facilities that advertise
themselves as abortion providers

but whose real mission is to de-
ter women from pursuing abor-
tions. Patients receive counseling
sessions, in which staff mem-
bers warn women of the health
risks associated with abortions,
whether factual or not, and talk
about the religious and moral im-
plications of the operation. As of
2014, Crisis Pregnancy Centers
outnumbered legitimate abortion
clinics five to one.

It may seem harsh to classify
Hope Pregnancy Clinic as a Cri-
sis Pregnancy Center. The clinic
does good work for the communi-
ty, providing low-income women
free maternity and baby clothes,
aswell as strollers and car seats. [
do not even have proof their “op-
tions counseling” sessions ac-
tively try to dissuade women from
seeking abortions.

But I still hold the firm belief
that Hope Pregnancy Clinic is not
a place for women dealing with
unplanned pregnancies. My ev-
idence: lining the front desk are
brochures identical to the ones
the protester outside Planned
Parenthood gave me. An organi-
zation spreading medical falsities
and religious dogma is not the
type to support a woman set on
obtaining an abortion.

Hope Pregnancy Center has
asserted itself as the primary pro-
vider of pregnancy care in the Sa-
lem area — it seems all roads lead
to Hope. I called several numbers
on the list of resources the pro-
tester gave me, and nearly every-
one I spoke to suggested I give
Hope clinic a visit. I live-chatted
with an operator from a preg-
nancy center in Woodburn, Ore-
gon, who, when asked where one
could receive an abortion in the
area, gave me the address to Hope
clinic. When I responded, “To
be clear, Hope Pregnancy Clinic
does not perform abortions,” she
suggested I go anyway, just to take
things “step by step.” A chat on
Option Line, a similar organiza-
tion, ended the same way. After

the operator told me to visit Hope
clinic and I told her they do not
provide abortions, she discon-
nected the chat. When I messaged
her again, she disconnected the
chat a second time.

Hope Pregnancy Clinic is at
the center of a massive and de-
ceptive web of pro-life advocates
in the Salem area. The clinic pre-
tends to be unbiased, but its very
affiliation with bodies like Op-
tion Line, Salem Right to Life and
the protester outside Planned
Parenthood proves it prioritizes
its religious beliefs over the well-
being of vulnerable women.

The power of Hope clinic and
the pervasiveness of anti-abor-
tion sentiments in Salem is dis-
heartening, but there is still hope
for pregnant women in town.
Salem’s Planned Parenthood, de-
spite being one of the city’s few
secular women’s health clinics,
still stands tall, and the access to
healthcare for Oregon women is
secure for now. In July 2017 Gov-
ernor Kate Brown signed into law
the Reproductive Health Equity
Act, alaw that provides reproduc-
tive care to all women, regardless
of insurance coverage or citizen-
ship status. No longer should the
zero-cost services of religious
women’s healthcare centers be
incentive enough to draw women
to them.

More people need to be aware
of the prevalence of Crisis Preg-
nancy Centers — their anonymity
makes it far too easy for unwitting
women to fall into their danger-
ous hands. Spreading awareness
of the centers’ deception, as well
as continuing to support essen-
tial organizations like Planned
Parenthood, is at the core of the
fight to protect the sexuality,
health and freedom of women
across the country.

slsmith@willamette.edu

The interconnected

CONTINUED from Page 1

The United States’ healthcare
system leaves a lot to be desired,
but somehow the millions of un-
documented workerslivingamong
us still get swept under the rug no
matter what. The Affordable Care
Act makes no mention of cover-
age for such immigrants, and
while many Amer-
icans defend
the idea that
immigrants
are unwel-
come threats,
the fact still
remains that
they were, in
a sense, invit-
ed here.

Restaurants,
fields and factories
all benefit from the
cheap labor that undoc-
umented immigrants give,
free of employer obligations
that come with documented cit-
izens. Yet when it comes time to
give their workers the access to
basic human needs, employers
balk. “It’s just too much,” com-
plained one manager in a scene

of “Clinica de Migrantes,” as the
founder of the clinic met with lo-
cal restaurant owners to discuss a
day in which a third of the restau-
rants’ total sales went to the clin-
ic. Too much to provide medical

attention to the work-
ers, whom
the

busi-
ness de- pends on to
stay open and functioning.

nature of healthcare

The struggles of undocumented
workers in the United States often
stay quiet, as the threat of depor-
tation looms and documented

Americans
stay

rel -
atively uneducated on the
issues. Yet films like “Clinica”
provide a powerful, raw look into
the truth of the system and call
viewers to take action towards
reform. The best way to do this

is, especially on a campus like
Willamette’s, is to show up. The
screening I went to was attended
by relatively few students, while
the message deserves to be broad-
cast across the entire school.

You may not think it affects

you directly or that you can do
anything to help, but the
truth is that it may
be a reality for

one of your
classmates
or friends.

It affects the
community in
whichyoulive,
the industries
PN\@C@ that support the
\\ﬁP United States and
W millions of hardworking
people who share this coun-
try as their home. So please,
show up for such events. Be-
gin to understand the issues that
hide in the shadows, and spread
the word everyone starts to under-
stand. It shouldn’t just be the duty
of a tiny clinic in Pennsylvania.

sjgoodwinrice@willamette.edu

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed here are the author’s own, and do not reflect the perspectives of the Opinions Editor or the Collegian staff.
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Lack of options for boyhood

BRETT YOUTSEY
STAFF WRITER

In the wake of another school
shooting, the same cyclical gun
debate begins. With two sides in
constant disagreement, there is a
general acceptance that there will
always be people intent on harm-
ing others. The gun control debate
is an argument over how to miti-
gate harms caused by these people.

Because of this acceptance, the
public does not dwell on social
influences behind school shoot-
ers and labels the issue under the
umbrella term of mental health.
Whether it be bullying, a broken
home or a violent personality, an
individual explanation is enough
to appear conclusive. Personal is-
sues are certainly a factor behind
shooters, but they have always ex-
isted among everyone.

The explosion of school shoot-
ings is a modern and overwhelm-
ingly male phenomena that goes
beyond simple mental health. So-
ciety is placing an unfair burden
on boys to adapt to wildly differ-
ent expectations. Boys today are
stuck in no man’s land between
the masculine tropes in popular
culture and the non-aggressive
mandates in education. For young
men who center their identities
around masculine tropes, they are
finding themselves increasingly
alienated.

Whether true or not, millions
of parents believe masculine
traits are inherent. They raise
their boys in an environments
where playing war, wrestling and
hunting is acceptable behavior,
even encouraged. Central figures
these boys’ lives typically include
military figures from Alexander

the Great to George Washing-
ton. The urge to follow masculine
tropes is overwhelming. In my
own childhood a stick that looked
like a sword or gun was the most
valuable possession in the world.

From the first day of school,
boys quickly learn that any ag-
gressive behavior, no matter
how trivial, is unacceptable. The
teachers throw the coveted sticks
over the playground fence, wres-
tling matches are broken up and
a boy’s last solace, a finger gun, is
met with detention.

What kind of strange world
are we making for boys? A world
where they can watch movies and
play games glorifying war, but
cannot even so much as mention
agun in class.

For many boys school becomes
a prison, and if they have no out-
lets for rowdiness at home, it be-

comes a prison they cannot es-
cape. The result is fertile grounds
for deep seated animosity.

Modern education classifies
traditional masculinity as vio-
lent and antisocial but offers few
examples of alternatives. Every
year there are less and less male
role models in the classroom.
According to the organization,
MenTeach, 16 to 18 percent of ele-
mentary and middle school teach-
ers are men. The Association of
American Educators has reported
men have declined from the ma-
jority to 42 percent of high school
teachers over a few decades.

A teacher serves as an educa-
tor and an example of adult be-
havior. Because of the deficit in
male teachers, boys are less likely
to receive mentoring in healthy
masculinity and identify roles for
themselves in society. How are

boys expected to fundamentally
change their nature, if they cannot
turn to teachers who can relate?

In world where boys feel they
do not belong, they disengage.
They drop out, ignore college and
look for alternatives to pursue
their masculinity. This antisocial
behavior takes many forms. The
dozens of school shooters are a
small fragment of the young men
resentful with the modern world.

No matter how many guns are
taken or how many teachers are
armed, the conditions that create
school shooters will continue to
intensify. If we want to avoid fur-
ther tragedies, we need address
the role of masculinity in modern
society.

bjyoutsey@willamette.edu

When

QUINLYN MANFULL
STAFF WRITER

This past week the Oregon
Legislature passed a bill renewing
“limited term” drivers’ licenses
for Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals (DACA), Deferred
Action for Parental Accountability
(DAPA), and Temporary Protect-
ed Status (TPS) recipients for two
years.

House Bill 4111 is current-
ly sitting on the Governor’s desk
awaiting signature, but can be ex-
pected to be signed into law soon.
This small gain in rights for im-
migrants in Oregon can be seen as
a victory in a world where loss is
all too expected. The United States
has been stripping immigrants of
rights, creating increasingly vi-
olent spaces for them across the
country.

This did not start with Trump.
The dehumanization and exclu-
sion of immigrants is what led to
policy that crafts an “exception-
al” immigrant — i.e. DACA. 2010
saw the highest number of de-
portations ever, thanks to chang-
es in policy by President Obama.
Through shifting deportation to
a less visible sphere, Obama was
able to paint himself as pro-im-
migrant, garnering the support of
immigrant populations across the
country while still mechanizing
the state as a violent tool.

HB 4111 allows DACA and TPS
recipients to apply for licenses
without needing “to provide proof
of legal presence in the United
States” if the state transportation
department previously issued
them a drivers’ license, permit
or ID card, if the applicant has an
employment authorization doc-
ument and if that document ex-
pired on or after Aug. 1, 2014,.

This is a success. Immigrant
rights groups have fought hard to
ensure access to a driver’s license,
which gives the ability to drive your
kids to school, get to work, and
pick up groceries. Those in oppo-
sition to this amendment on HB
4111 spoke in terms of protection
and security, continuing the rhet-
oric that immigrants are a threat to
our security.

Framing immigration as a secu-
rity issue has always been a guise
to further criminalize immigrants.

progress 1sn’t progressing

Increasing ICE agents, further mil-
itarizing their forces, bolstering
border control and increasing de-
portations have all been discussed
as security concerns above all
else — regardless of evidence that
proves immigrants by and large do
not commit violent crimes.
Narratives of security are the
same as narratives of violence.
DACA and DREAMer rhetoric
propped up these notions as well.
Through crafting an “outstanding”
immigrant, you buy into the idea
that the average immigrant is not
outstanding, you say that people
must be outstanding to be Ameri-
can —which is just not true.
Expecting immigrants to be ex-
ceptional among a population that

is mediocre at best is absurd to
say the least, and oppressive at its
worst. Human beings are demon-
ized based on arbitrary standards
crafted in order to exclude. We see
this everyday with the stories of
DACA recipients filling our news
feeds. I am in awe of the amazing
work being done by DACA recip-
ients, but I do not think immi-
grants must be great in order to be
considered worthy.

What is the basis of citizenship
in the United States? Exception-
ality? Whiteness? Ability to con-
tribute to a labor force? All and
none of the above?

This “success” is more of a ba-
sic life necessity. We have come a
long way from fighting for direct

pathways to citizenship, and not
in the right direction. Rights that
were already meek have been con-
tinually chipped away at, move-
ments towards increased rights
have failed or been put on hold
by direct action by the Obama and
Trump administrations.

Activism is draining, espe-
cially when it involves violence
perpetrated against your body. It
is difficult and exhausting to put
your body on the line, to speak out
and to take up space where you are
not wanted, all while dealing with
the inherent pain of merely exist-
ing as an act of resistance. When
your body is inherently political,
politicizing it more through direct
activism is an added strain. Add

consistent loss and a lack of hope
for the future on top of that, and
it becomes existentially fatiguing.

Revolutionary fatigue is hard
to overcome. It is amazing to see
a success, but what happens when
affording an extension of tempo-
rary drivers’ licenses for only a
handful of immigrants who have
no current pathway to citizenship
becomes the big win? Goals have
been pushed down to become
things that used to be a given,
things that 10 years ago wouldn’t
feel like a victory at all.

gimanfull@willamette.edu
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