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TOM EHRMANN
REVIEWS EDITOR

As classes end and students prepare to go home for the summer, it is important for each
of us to remember the things that made this year special. The Willamette Collegian would
like to take this opportunity to look back on some of the highlights of the 2010- - 2011 aca-

demic year.

Contact: tcfirmannu;ilamL'tte.edu

Feb. 9, 2011 - Sigma Chi
raised $3700 in the Willamette
Bachelor Auction. The money
went to the Huntsman Founda-

tion charity, based in Salt Lake

City, Utah. The foundation, in .

turn, funds the Huntsman In-

stitute, a hospital that provides
cancer patients with the latest
available treatments.
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Summer of 2010 - Professor of

Art Andries Fourie traveled to Nam-bi- a

to serve as cultural envoy for the
U.S. Department of State's Bureau
of Education and Culture. His proj-

ect was funded by both the federal

government and the Willamette

University Center for Sustainable
Communities.

PS: COURTESY OF DOUG GILMORE
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COURTESY OF ANDRIES FOURIE

March 2, 2011 - In response
to proposed federal legislation
that would have cut funding from
Planned Parenthood, Willamette
students wore pink to show their

support for the organization. In a
combined effort, the College Demo-

crats and SHE ran a visibility cam-

paign and formed a petition to de-

fend Planned Parenthood.

ASTRA LINCOLN

Sept. 15, 2010 - Presi-

dent M. Lee Pelton an-

nounced that the 2010-20- 1

1 school year would be
his last as president of the

University. After 13 years
of service to the Univer-

sity, Pelton decided to
move to Boston, Massa.,
where he will serve as
the president of Emerson
College.

Earthquake off
Tahoku region coast

Sendai0

March 16, 2011 - Students, staff
and faculty came together to show

support for TIUA and TIU follow-

ing the earthquake and tsunami in
Japan. A relief fund was set up and
the Japanese Studies program was
canceled for spring 2011.

rFRANK MILLER

- Pukushima nuclear
power plants

t Tokyo International
University, Kawagoe City

Tokyo7
COLBY TAKEDA

Nov. 2, 2010 - Acclaimed author
and New York Times investigative
journalist David Rohde visited the
University. Rohde spoke about his

experience being captured by the Tal-

iban for seven months between late

2008 and early 2009, using features

from a five-pa- rt series he created on
the New York Times Web site.
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April 2, 2011 - Willamette
held its first Relay for Life. The

event, which raised money for

cancer research, was funded by

Colleges Against Cancer and
the American Cancer society.
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COURTESY OF GAULCER.COM

JORDAN WILDISH

Nov. 12, 2010 - Environmen-

tal nonprofit organization SOLV
honored Professor of Environ-

mental Politics and Director of
Willamette's Center for Sustain-
able Communities Joe Bowersox

with a 2010 Citizenship Award
for Environmental Educator of
the Year.r.'ir

ti. . t
AARON BROWN

April 13,2011 - Af-

ter a year of close work
with faculty, adminis-

tration and students,
the ASWU leader-

ship committee cre-

ated Willamette Uni-

versity's first honor
code: The Willamette
Ethic. Intended as
a governing tool for

student behavior, the
document encourages
the adoption of high
moral standards by the

campus community.
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Jan. 21, 2011 - Angela
Davis spoke at Smith Au-

ditorium before members
of the community as a part
of "Changing the Colors of
Sustainability," Willamette's

celebration of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Davis spoke about some of
King's lesser known stances
and what she calls the "pris-

on industrial complex."

COLBY TAKEDA
CAMERON HILL
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Jazmyn Li and
Brean odnik Stephen Demergasso

i1 v (Vand ciair Jazmyn Li, '11, and Stephen Demergasso, '09, are getting married on May 26, 2011. They will

be having a small wedding with around 50 guests at Hotel Vintage Plaza in (owntown Portland.
The couple will have a cake with three different layers: lemon, red velvet ar1 white chocolate.

Over the winter break, Li was commuting back and forth spending ape dfiin La Center,Breanna Jagodnik, '13, and Eoin Sinclair, '13, are hoping to have their
in the summer of 2013, after they both graduate. The wedding will most

likely take place in Oregon, though they said the
Wash, with her family and one day in Portland, Ore with Demergasso's familvShp spent Christ
mas Eve in Portland.

" That day, we took a walk on Mount Tabor near his house, and on the very top of Mount
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venue has not been decided.
Sinclair proposed unexpectedly in the green

room of the theater one night and, after stutter-

ing for a while, Jagodnik said, "Yes."

A week later, Sinclair presented jagodnik with
an engagement ring at Silver Falls. Their song is

"La Vie en Rose" by Edith Piath and they are plan-

ning to have a chocolate or possibly a red velvet
cake with white frosting at the wedding.

Jagodnik's favorite memory from their rela-

tionship is the couple's first kiss. "He looked at
me and said, 'Would you be offended if I kissed

you right now?' and I kind of shrugged (because
I wasn't sure) so he grabbed me and kissed me

iffir '
f

Tabor, overlooking the skyline of Portland,
he proposed to me. He totally forgot to get
on one knee, but I was way too happy to care
about that. And he made it up on the way
down anyways," Li said.

Their favorite memory is a Civil War game
from 2009. "Stephen and I both love sports,
and we enjoy going to games together. The
civil war game of 2009 was so dramatic be-

cause it was the determining game for Rose
Bowl. It ws close at times, but Ducks pulled
it off and won. We took a trip to L.A. in the
following winter break to see the Ducks play
in the Rose bowl," Li said.

- v

COURTESY OF JAGODNIK AND SINCLAIR

t

COURTESY OF LI AND DEMERGASSO

outside my room in Terra," Jagodnik said.

Sinclair's favorite memory is the first time the couple said, "I love you." "We

were sitting in a cafe and I wasn't saying it, but he knew what I wanted to say
and then I got frustrated and said, 'Fine! I love you!' He said it back, of course.
And this was only a week after we started dating," Jagodnik said. Jessica Larsen

and Alex Sahbaee09Auriana Gabriel and
i

Jaiica Larsen, '11, and Alex Sahbaee are planning on a September wedding, close tov Spencer Perry day that they met. The couple said it will probably be a small affair and for the venue,

AdSana Gabel, '11, and Spencer Perry are to be married on August 4, 2012
nl , T. T", f. 111 ,
Black Kaf cn located near Sisters, Ure. rerry proposed wnen ne took Uabr,
out for dinneJn Portland for their six-ye- anniversary and then to Saint Cupca ke j

(

Durte

"The
for dessert. As tkey were standing in line, Gabriel noticed a sign with the special o
the day: BlurWry Princess cupcake."

Bluberry Princess is a nickname Perry gave Adriana because her father is a blueberry
farmer. Whiljeshe as reading the sign, Perry got down on one knee and popped the

they are considering Cone Chapel,
a vineyard or Voodoo Doughnuts
(which has a chapel to rent out and
they cater).

Their song is "Better Together"
by Jack Johnson. They want either
a red velvet or lemon cake.

Larsend described the proposal,
"We got orange chicken from Panda
Express and drove out to Depoe Bay
and it was pitch black, except for all
the stars and the headlights, and he
asked me while we were eating our
food at the picnic table. It was really

question. mm C t.!V
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The couple's song is "Better To-

gether" by Jack Johnson and they are

planning on having white cupcakes
on the big day.

Gabriel's favorite memory is from
high school when they were both on
a Europe trip with their classes. "One
night when we were in Germany, we
went at an outdoor rink
in a little village and it started to
lightly snow. It was beautiful and
such a great time," Gabriel said.

COURTESY OF LARSEN AND SAHBAEE ol mi. olio auu
listening to the waves," Larsen said.

Their favorite memory is when they went to Newport for a weekend. "We walked on
the beach all day, almost got stung by jellyfish, toured a book-theme- d hotel anX really
good crab. Best weekend ever," Larsen recalls.

COURTESY OF GABRIEL AND PERRY

dMadi Chapman an
Colin Cushman

Andrea Hand and
Tom Chiapella J

iad on 12adi Chapman, '12, and Colin Cushman, '12, will be getting marr:
Tom Chiapella,' 11, and uSirrrraii hadt Lazy F Camp, near Ellensburg, Wash. It is the summer camp where G

worked for the past two sumAndrea Hand, '09, plan to
get married in the summer of
2012, but haven't set anything
in stone. For now, they said,

mers and one that he grew up T

attending. About 100 people IT , ?ythey are just enjoying their en

gagement.
Chiapella proposed last De

Willi!,! WIW .W" - rm-
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cember when the couple went

will be in attendance, most of
whom will be family.

Cushman proposed to
Chapman at a park near his
house. It was a meaningful
place to him, because he did
his Eagle Scout project there.

They walked a little, and
Cushman sat Chapman down
at a bench near a little pond.
He pulled out a camera and
said, "before..." and took a

picture. Then he got down

sledding. After playing in the
snow, they headed over to Sis-

ters, Ore., seeking food. Chia-

pella continued to drive past all
the restaurants and went straight
to Five Pine Lodge.

"Little did I know, he had
booked a romantic winter getCOURTESY OF HAND AND CHIAPELLA

away. We had a beautiful little cabin on one knee and asked her to couwesy of chapman and cushman

marry him. She said, "Yes." Then Cushman took another "after" picture.
At their wedding, guests will be eating cupcakes and the the couple's first dance will

be to the theme from "Beauty and the Beast."
Their favorite memories include visiting their respective families in Seattle, Denver

and Phoenix, as well as singing together in Cone Chapel.

to ourselves and when we walked in, there was a ring on the bed and Tom proposed
to me," Hand said. The couple plans to havea white cake at the wedding and their
song is "Sweet Dream" (accousatic version) by Beyonce.

Chiapella's favorite memory, besides the proposal, is when they both went to
Victoria, B.C. "We visited the Butchard Gardens and Butterfly Garden. It was our
first vacation together and it was beautiful," Chiapella said.
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Your heritage is an important part ofyour life. Make that connection
with your grandparents. They have a lot to offer you about your
sense of identity. Make a connection with your community. Give back
by being a volunteer. Educate yourself on women's issues. Most

importantly, be an advocate and work for equal pay for women. In

doing so, you will help fight poverty in families. Stay in touch with your
elected representatives. Email, write or telephone them. You do have
influence over them and they do listen. Tell them what you think about
the Pay Check Fairness Act."

DOLORES MLYNARCZYK

POSTAGE CLERK & WILLAMETTE

SCIENCE OUTREACH COORDINATOR
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EMILY SCHUEMAN
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What observe when 'm at Willamette, empirically, is this great lack of

where you'll try anything, ... your mind is wide open,
you're doing what you're passionate about and are immune to criticism.

Keep that, don't lose that and become a self-conscio- us adult that only
does the things that you're good at. Keep that great openness because
I think it will serve you in the long run. It keeps you youthful and it keeps
you in touch with new things and new ideas."

-- '
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KRISTEN GRAINGER
VICE PRESIDENT & EXECUTIVE

ASSISTANT TO PRESIDENT PELTONL L 1

Act on your liberal arts education by engaging in the arts of liberation.
What does such liberation entail? One should strive to be authentic.
Authenticity in turn requires both recurring self-scrutin- y and an
ongoing cultivation of awareness about others and the world. One
has to know how to look, where to look, and what to look for to notice
one's own insights and blind spots, and likewise the ways in which the
world variously requires one's attention and distracts."
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SAMMY BASU
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF POLITICS

CAMERON HILL
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The obv'ous tbngs are take chances, understanding that your first job is

not your last job, that in your work, your play, your life really, be true to who

you are and try to present to the world your authentic, genuine self. Use

your talents and resources on behalf of others, always. Recognize that
you've been given a wonderful gift at Willamette and that there are others
wboVe not benefited from a Willamette education and it's really your duty
to continue to serve humanity. That is your ultimate duty, to make of this old
world a new world through service that may lead to larger society."

... II I v- ;- - V
M. LEE PELTON

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

COLBY TAKEOA
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"There is so much about my time at Willamette that I loved, but
one of the fondest memories I will have is sitting next to the Mill
Stream, feet in the water, just as the weather in Oregon warms up,
with good friends and good conversation. There are so many rea-

sons to be happy about leaving Willamette, but this is certainly one
thing I will miss."

-- Mark Bernt

'e

COURTESY OF MOLLY ENZMINGER

Senior Molly Enzminger poses with juniors Emily Johnson (left) and Claire Fallat (right).

"Dear Willamette, thank you for three years of
education and preparation for graduate studies.
I'm off to Syracuse University for a masters pro-

gram and feel prepared for the challenges that
lay ahead. Last year, while registering for classes
for my senior year, it was surreal. I did not know
how to feel about graduating and leaving the fa-

miliarity of Willamette's beautiful grounds, histor-
ic buildings, wonderful professors who know my
name all too well and friends that I've made. Now,
with May 15 quickly approaching and my thesis
in hand, I am glad to be called an alumnus of Wi-
llamette University."

-- Tiara Foster

"I value the profusion of opportunities offered by Wil-

lamette's constructive academic and social environment.
The most common follow-u- p question to idea proposals
throughout my time here, whether coming from students,
staff or faculty, was not 'why should we do this?' but in-

stead 'what can we do to make this work?' The passion
for personal refinement at Willamette is palpable."

-- Brent Hengeveld

"Willamette . . . sometimes it feels too small, but when
it comes down to it, it's like family ... sometimes it's a
loving parent, other times an annoying sibling, but it
really does love you."

-- Gabi Esser l K V. f . ( A' V I - - t it,,'. St
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"My time at Willamette has been an experience
that I could never have imagined. I was able to break
out of my shell and effectively share my thoughts and
opinions. I have met great people and had the oppor-
tunity to learn from many inspirational professors.
After graduating I plan to work over the summer and
attend graduate school at Emerson College in the In-

tegrated Marketing and Communications program."

-- Admire Brown

COURTESY OF GABI ESSER

A group of seniors and alumni pose for a photo during ASWU Trash Awareness Week.

"From the Capitol catching fire, to bars bars, to
the car in the Mill Stream, to the proportion of peo-

ple wearing flannel shirts, life outside WU just won't
come close."

-- Kaeley Pruitt-Ham- m

"I remember each semester at Willamette by the
relationships I formed with professors and fellow
students. Each friendship has contributed to who
I am and my aspirations for the future. I thank
Willamette for the welcoming campus atmosphere
that has allowed me to grow as a person and dis-

cover my interests."

-- Molly Enzminger

r..

"If anyone was still wondering who almost burned
down Kaneko spring of freshman year, it was me.
On another note, it's been one hell of a ride."

-- Alex Lopez
COURTESY OF ADMIRE BROWN

Brown, Lucille Muli, Hazel Johnson and Danielle Barnett have many fond memories of their time atSeniors Admire
the University.
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It una been a long and fruitful year for Bearcat

j,rts, full of touchdowns and buzzer beaters

y -- like. We here at the Collegian sports section have
ALLISON SZETO

Willamette defenders gang tackle a Lewis and Clark player during the Bearcats' 65-2- 4 victory over the Pioneers last fall
p nience. Until next year, Go Bearcats!

Volleyball
The young volleyball squad finished with a 6 record

(5-1- 1 NWC), just one game out of fourth place. Still, the
team gained considerable experience and competed well
with upper-echelo- n teams. Senior captain Molly Blanken-shi- p

earned Second Team All-NW- recognition, and fresh-

man Carly Hargrave earned Honorable Mention.

Men's Cross Country
The men's team dominated the NWC during the sea-

son, retaining a high national ranking throughout. A slim
second-plac- e finish at the NWC Championships did not
mar the team's aspirations, as they won the West Regional
and advanced to nationals. Senior Stefan Redfield gained

status with a 17th-plac- e finish at nationals.

Women's Cross Country
The women were successful throughout the season in

the NWC. The team finished third in the NWC Champi-
onships, with senior Kimber Mattox taking the individual
title. At nationals, Mattox was named an for
her 35th-plac- e finish. For both teams, Coach Matt McGuirk
was named West Region Coach of the Year.

Football
The Bearcats went 2-- 2 in their first four games, all

against ranked teams. The first two games took the team to
Wisconsin and Texas. The 'Cats finished with a 7-- 3 record,
slipping to third in the NWC only after a close loss in the
season finale against PLU. Seven players earned First Team
All-NW- honors and 16 players earned honors overall.

Women's Soccer
The Bearcats finished overall, in NWC play.

Second-Tea- honors were awarded to ju-

nior Stephanie Skelly, sophomore Andrea Rowan and se-

nior Alex Batzer. Seniors Kelli Gano and Megan Moore
earned honorable mention bids.

Men's Soccer
Bearcat soccer compiled a record and played

without 2009 leading scorer Erik Kaufman, who missed
the season due to injury. Bolstered by a stalwart defense
and a strong freshman class, the 'Cats competed well across
the NWC. Junior Brendan Dineen and sophomore Mike
McGrew were named Honorable Mention All-NW-

Ar
WINTER
Men's Basketball
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A youthful Bearcats team, led by Junior
Taylor Mounts, struggled to start off the
season but showed signs of life throughout.
Mounts averaged 20 ppg and received Sec-

ond Team All-NW- Honors for Willamette,
which ended 8 overall.

Women's Basketball
Willamette ended the year at 0 over-

all. High scorers for the season were senior
Alex Zennan, who ended her college career
ranked fifth on Willamette's e points
list, and junior Kaileigh Westermann, who
recorded five consecutive double-double- s

during the season.

Men's Swimming
With only three members on this year's

squad, the 'Cats had a rough season. How-

ever, individual swimmers had success. In
the NWC Championships, freshman Chris
Whitehead placed 13th in the 200-yar- d

breaststroke, improving by over two seconds.

Women's Swimming
In the NWC Championships, freshman

Erin Parkinson placed ninth in the women's
1,650-yar- d freestyle. Sophomore Lauren Ball-ing-

took seventh in the championship final
of the 200-yar- d freestyle.

-

ALLISON SZETO
MARCO FIALLO

Junior forward Kaileigh Westermann drives to the basket against UPS.Senior Matthew Houser awaits a return during doubles play.

SPRING Women's Track and Field
Senior Kimber Mattox won the 3,000-mete- r

steeplechase, the 1,500-met- run and
the 5,000-mete- r run at the NWC Cham-

pionships to be

Rowing
During the Western Intercollegiate Row-

ing Association's Championship Regatta,
the Bearcats placed second in the Petite Fi-

nal of the wom
en's varsity 8,
took third in
the Third Final
of the men's

varsity 8 and
second for the
W28 by just
2.7 seconds.

named Wom-
en's Athlete of
the Meet. Junior
Jaela Dinsmore
won the title
for Willamette
in the women's
400-met- dash.

Men's Golf
A young

team finished

strong this
season at the
NWC Champi

Lacrosse
Willamette lacrosse had a promising year

under new coach Kyle Tolzman with the help
of junior attack Ian McAnnis-Entenman'- s 42
goals and 16 assists. Low numbers of players
did not slow the team down. It was also bol-

stered by sophomore Sean Harding in goal.

Men's Tennis
The men's team had a superb season,

posting an 11-- 1 record in the NWC, finish-

ing in second behind Whitman. Sopho-
mores Michael Baumgartner and Joshua
Wong were named First Team All-NW- se-

lections. In the fall, junior Cody Ferguson
(NWC Second Team) stood out by reaching
the USTAITA Northwest Regional Final.

Women's Tennis
Women's tennis finished 10-- 7 overall,

good for fourth place in the NWC. Senior
Natalia Agarycheva was named First Team All-NW-

In the fall, Agarycheva also advanced

to the USTAITA Nationals. Junior Shannon
Palmer and freshman Sabrina Gutierrez were
selected to the NWC Second Team.

Baseball

Despite losing Preseason
Mitch Rowan to injury, the team finished
the year at 1 (12-1- 2 NWC). Senior
TC Lee led the team offensively, batting
.417 with 66 hits, 12 homers and 44 RBIs.

Junior pitcher Blake Paisley went 5-- 1 with
a 2.21 ERA. Sophomore Brandon Simon
registered 41 strikeouts, a 2.31 ERA and a
7-- 4 record.

Softball
The Bearcats ended the season in fourth

place in the NWC. They compiled a con-

ference record of 16-1- 2 behind the strong
pitching of junior Alex Watilo and the big
bat of junior Mica Romero (.374 avg. 5 HR
and 24 RBI).

Men's Track &. Field
The team won seven men's events at the

NWC Championships, finishing in second
place. For the men's team, five athletes met
the NCAA provisional standards this year:
Leo Castillo, Evin Colignon, Ben Dono-

van, David Oppat and Stefan Redfield.

Rugby
The Wil-

lamette Rugby
Football Club
(WRFC) had a

rebuilding year,
with many play-

ers stepping
onto the pitch

onships. In the I
- ,..second round, -,.,

freshman Jacob
Simonson shot a 75, helping the Bearcats

to an eighth place finish. The Bearcats also
finished sixth at the Pacific Invitational in

April, where Simonson placed 23rd overall.

for the first time. Led by senior captain Ste-

phen Branch and senior hooker Sean Irving,
the WRFC season culminated in the final
match at University of British Columbia.



MAY 15, 2011 SENIOR COLUMNS COLLEGIAN

.3 ...r
I !;j J u . 1

GOLD
LAUREN v F7S' BELLUSCI

MICHELLE rV "1

rr'.V- -

EDITOR IN CHIEF MANAGING EDITOR

f 1 J

As a tour guide, 1 get asked on a regular basis why 1 ..chose

Willamette. Each time, I give the my stock answer jabout

wanting a small liberal arts college out of state and all the

great opportunities that the University has to offer.
(

Last week, however, instead of asking me why I.'chose

Willamette, one girl asked me what my favorite experi-

ence had been during my four years here.
j

was completely caught off guard; my practiced
response no longer applied. While those things have

been a big part of my experience at WU, and I'fn not
lying' when I cite them as the reason I decided to
come here, they are not what I will remember ten
years from now. f

My experience at Willamette has been unfor-

gettable, but not because we are "the first uni-

versity in West" or because our "largest lecture
hall" holds only 50 students. J

It's because of the amazing people I have

met along the way, and the unforgettable
memories we have made together.

On that note, I leave this campus with
undying love for: WinCo,
break at Rockaway Beach, Pete's o'clock,
joy rides, the Deceptacon, "in I your
pocko," ice skating across campus in
freak; blizzards, pint night, the quad si-

de (the musical), "special" fish teapots,
Tillamook, being kicked into the Mill

Stream, unexpected homeless people,
purple birthdays, Tyra, opera-pell- a,

zoo pals, Scubahot pocketwe the
peoplewah-wahchincoteagu-

phones in the ocean, Rockstars,

Ag I sit down to write this, the last thing I will ever .write
!ur rhe Collegian, I'm unsure of what to say that is not fconv

pleiely cliche or sappy. I can't believe that four years.'have

gone by, it seems like OD was just yesterday. I'll never tor-y-

the experiences I've had or the people I've methere
- it's'nll been said before. j

It seems that there are certain things that we are ex-

pected to say at graduation. Not that there is anything
wrong with using these particular phrases, but j. will

try to stay away from them and make some attempt
at originality. We'll see how that goes.

Rather than reflecting on our time here at the
University, I'm going to look toward the future.
Yes, tire future, that ominous and now n6t-- s

distant place. f

I know the future freaks me out (name that
tune?), and I know that it scares most of you as

well. Many of us, myself included, are unsure
of our paths, and those that
have decided on their paths might be .won-

dering if they have made the right choice.
While I am in no position to offet any-

one advice in this regard, I do know for

certain that every one of you whom have

met or come into contact with is incred-

ibly intelligent, capable and passionate.
I won't tell you that you can do any-

thing you put your mind to because
that is not only cliche, but naive as

well. I

I will, however, say that 1 am
confident that each and every one
of you has the ability to be sue-- f
cessful in whatever you choose j

i

i
KRISTEN
K E L L A R

HEIDI
ANDERSEN

COLBY
TAKEDA

roorrisicles, noddin' my head like

yeahj Juan, Copper John's, Go- - f

liath .burgers and the amazing
dysfunctional family without ;

to pursue. Maybe the future
doesn't have to be so ominous
after 5 all. Congratulations,
ClassW2011! Iwhich 1 would never nave SUBSCRIPTION

MANAGERFEATURE EDITOR PHOTO EDITORmad6 it through.
Contact: j 1

lgold.Kywulamette.edu i
Contact: j
mbelluscwillamette.edu

i
"Everyone comes into ',your V hate math. Lucky tor

I

My fate is

quite' hopeful: I will attend the

University of Minnesota in thet
fall, in pursuit of a math Ph.D.

Unfortunately, since I ma-

triculated with the class of 2012,
I wil leave many friends behind. I

will also leave behind my lovely job
of delivering the Collegian around

campus every Wednesday at 6 a.m.
I'm really going to miss those soli-

tary mornings of fresh air, wet grass,
coffee and newsprint.

I'll tell you, though: I am really
looking forward to becoming a le-

gitimate member of society. I spent
two years at community college before

coming here, but before that, my name
could be found on no school records
anywhere. I was a secular homeschooler,
and therefore did not exist.

While homeschool taught me to think
and work independently, it deprived me

of the feeling that I was worth anything to
anyone other than my parents. It also de-

prived me of a high school graduation and

prom, which are, of course, the two greatest
experiences life has to offer.

But as of May 15, I can close the book
on my checkered past. My name is now on

a plaque in the Math Department. I am leav-

ing my memory with friends, professors and
those whom I mentored.

I have spent $300 on the first class ring

life for a reason; some good, some
bad. They shape, form or break i

us. But in the end they make us
who we are," Twitter personality
ispeakswag once tweeted.

As a sophomore, I transferred to
Willamette from a school with more
than 20,000 students. I thought that
I wanted a smaller school and smaller
classes. Willamette offered that and a
sense of community that wasn't at my
previous school.

When I reflect on my time here,
I see the most challenging three years
of my life. But without transferring, I

wouldn't be the person I am today.'.
Every hardship made me stronger.

Every bad experience made me realize
the things that I never want to deal with

again. Every moment of happiness doesn't
last forever, but neither do the moments
of sorrow. ,

I've met people that I can't imagine life
without. I've had experiences I hope to nev-

er forget. '.

Willamette opened my eyes and broad-
ened my horizons. It has provided me with

options I never thought possible. It made me
realize what I want to do with my life.

As I graduate and get ready for the next chap-
ter of my life, I still don't feel that sense of com-

munity that Willamette boasts. In September, I

will gather my purple garbs and attend North-

western University, a community into which

already feel welcomed. I've never truly felt like a

Bearcat, and I don't know that I ever will.

Sadly, there is one thing that I do know: I a

ready feel like a Wildcat.

me,! I was able to avoid, en- -

rolling in any college math
courses while at Willamette.
After four years without a math
class, I thought I should use my
firsthand final column to prove to
everyone, and myself, that I. can

still calculate even the most diffi-

cult mathematical equations.
In August of 2007, I made my

first' WU friends in Opening Days

group 24. As schoolwork and ex-

tracurricular activities started to pile

up, Special K granola bars became my
lifesaver. They were both an amazing o

substitute for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, and also sold in a pack of 36 for

very cheap at Costco. 1

As a freshman, my max bench press was
a lousy 115 lbs. and has since increased to

a colossal 170 lbs., which is still pretty lousy.
My senior thesis cited 54 different sources,
and, after all these years, I was only featured in
rhe campus safety report three times.

So, if you divide the amount of pages that
I've printed out on school printers (5994) by the
number of times I starred in the campus safety re-

port (3), then add the number of pounds that I've

improved my bench press by (55) and the number
of bars in a Costco box of Special K bars (36) and, fi-

nally, subtract my Opening Days group number (24)
and the number of sources in my thesis (54) you get
2011, a number that will forever connect my classmates

and me.

Sadly, I had to repeatedly use a calculator to figure
his all out, but I would like to congratulate the class
f 2011. Just remember, life may not be as easy as pi, bur
vou aren't bounded by limits, simplify your compoiuid
ohlems and grow exponentially, you are sure to discover a

icrion in life that you'll love and enjoy.

. ntact: ctakedawillamette.edu

1 lave ever owned, and will wear it from
now on to prove to all who see it and all who
doubted, that I did it. I am legitimate. I finally,
fin 11

y exist.

Contact: Vkearwiameite.ehi it act: handeTscwillamelte.edu
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SilJ Back row, from left to right: Matt Soma, Heidi Andersen, Kristen Kellar, Lucas Miller, John Lind,

Matt Pitchford, Sean Fogerty, Colby Takeda, Hannah Waller.
Front row, from left to right: Victoria Osborne, Jenna Shellan, Erika
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Scott Klein
Michelle Lenox
Mika Lim
Kimber Mattox
Victoria Mayfield
Taylor McKenzie
Danielle Miles
Kristen Norton
Charlotte Osborne
Kathryn Pawlick
Christopher Propst
Nicholas Schoeppner
Jennifer Seward
Heather Shohet
Mari Smith
Nathan Smith
Sarah Spring
Tyler Starr
Larissa Stiglich
Lisa Takeuchi
Philip Taylor
Michael Vitousek
Catherine Walker

Dr. Dale T. Mortensen '61

ADVERTISEMENT

The Willamette chapter of Phi Beta Kappa would
like to congratulate its new members who have

been recognized for their scholarly achievement,
strong character and broad academic and

cultural interests
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Eating Disorders & Exercise Addiction
If Eating and Body Image Issues Have Taken
Control of Your Life, We Offer Healing for Body,
Mind and Soul
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for support.
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Gregory Alderson
Heidi Andersen
Lauren Anderson-Connoll- y

Emily Anderson
Sydney Best
Kali Boehle-Silv- a

Kira Bohm
Julie Britt
Kelsey Copes-Gerbit- z

Kate Eaton
Molly Enzminger
Jessa Fowler
Shealyn Friedrich
Caitlin Godwin
Katherine Grauel
Heidi Hall
Hannah Harper
Megan Horning
Andrew Hoskins
Katherine Hoth
Zachary Hutchinson
Stephanie Jones
Kelly Kean

2010-201- 1 Alumni Member:
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The 2011 members will be inducted on Saturday, May 14
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