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ASWU and Task Force to vote on divestment bylaws
in coming week amid push from students

he Associated Students of Wil-

lamette University (ASWU)

Endowment Task Force held a
town hall event on Thursday, March
13 to discuss their findings along with
public comment on thoughts regard-
ing divestment and use of endowment
funds for students. The task force was
created to “evaluate if the endowment
is being used in the best way possi-
ble,” according to Treasurer and Pres-
ident-elect Stevie Bergstrom (°26).

The Task Force committee and
town hall panel featured ASWU exec-
utive members including President
Anastasiia Lemesh ("26) and Berg-
strom in addition to ASWU senators
Ernest Jones ('28) and Evyn Baker
(’26). Ronan Cole (’28) and Ben De-
levaux (’26) contributed to both the
task force and the town hall as student
representatives. The variety of indi-
viduals involved was done in hopes to
reflect the desires of the student body.

The ASWU Task Force has
come to two options regarding the
future of the endowment— either
ASWU can continue with the cur-
rent plan and invest alongside the
university, or they can divest and use
a separate endowment management
company. Currently, the ASWU en-
dowment is a quasi-endowment,
meaning ASWU can allocate funds
where they think necessary. Up to this
point, it has been invested the same as
the university endowment.

Each College of Arts and Sci-
ences (CAS) student paﬁs aXErox-
imately $142 towards the ASWU
endowment each year. The ASWU en-
dowment currently stands at around
$394,452, and approximately 2.5%
is invested, which is around $9,861.
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Montag Center on April 8, 2025.
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The company both ASWU and Willa-
mette use to invest is Global Endow-
ment Management (GEM), an in-
vestment service that was founded in
2007 and runs an “endowment-style
investment program” according to its
website. This means that the company
attempts to invest in multiple forms
of asset classes, from real estate to pri-
vate equity.

The Task Force will vote on
the two aforementioned options
within the next two weeks, and then
they will create draft bylaw amend-
ments regarding the endowment.
These changes will be presented to the
ASWU senate to be voted on. If they
vote to divest, and ASWU approves
the bylaw changes, it would mean that
the ASWU endowment would find a

different investor. This decision would
also make the ASWU endowment en-
tirely separate from the university en-
dowment, giving full authority to the
ASWU treasurer. Ultimately, to divest
from the current status-quo of GEM
would be “leaving the comfort zone”
according to Bergstrom.

T%)is creation of a task force
comes at a time when college students
across the country are pushing for
their universities to divest from com-
panies that are complicit in the Isra-
el-Hamas war. Students at Willamette
have organized multiple times since
the push in the 1980s to divest in
companies that were complacent with
Apartheid South Africa. Recently, in
the spring semester of 2024, students
participated in an occupation of the

Putnam University Center, calling for
Willamette’s general endowment to
be divested.

One of the concerns regardin
ASWU divestment is the workloa

« presented for the future treasurer,
= adding onto a large to-do list. The

ASWU treasurer manages the fund-
ing of over 90 clubs and organiza-
tions on campus, such as the Outdoor
Program and the Community Action
Fund for Equity and Sustainability
(CAFES). Currently, ASWU is reap-
ing the benefits of investment with-
out the work, considering an outside
manager through GEM works solely
on both ASWU’s and Willamette's
endowment. “Whatever decision we
make eventually falls on the shoul-
ders of the treasurer,” said Bergstrom.

An expressed criticism among
students at the town hall was a per-
ceived lack of urgency in both ASWU
and the treasurer to investigate the
endowment and add it to the forefront
of the responsibilities of the treasurer.
Bergstrom stated in an interview that
she telt ASWU had let students down
by not prioritizing timeliness or atten-
tion with regard to the endowment
earlier, noting that “ASWU dropped
the ball on that”

The ASWU Task Force will
be Votin%1 on the endowment some-
time in the coming weeks and, if the
amendment is passed, will present to
the senate soon after. ASWU assured
a full, detailed report of their reason-
ing behind any decision they reach on
the amendment of the bylaws.

This is a developing story. Further cov-
erage will be posted online as more in-
formation is received.

Oregon Senate Bill 702 introduced to tackle
rising youth nicotine consumption

n Jan. 13, 2025, Senate Bill

702, a progressive piece of le%;

islation that aims to ban yout
access to flavored tobacco and nico-
tine products, was introduced by Or-
egon lawmakers.

The bill addresses the rising
youth addiction rates to flavored va-
pes and other nicotine goods, listing
sgeciﬁc flavors or scents like “men-
thol, mint, wintergreen, chocolate,

cocoa, vanilla, honey or molasses or
any fruit, candy, dessert, alcoholic
beverage, herb or spice”

Willamette alumna Hayle
Freedman (’09), the 2024-25 l\/}’arﬁ
and Melody Teppola distinguished
presidential visiting professor in the
Public Health Ethics, Advocacy, and
Leadership (PHEAL) program, ex-

lained that the bill pre§ominant—
y targets nicotine delivery devices,

Karmen Zhao « Staff Writer « March 20

such as vapes, Juuls and other e-cig-
arettes that are flavored. “Vapes are
pretty much exclusively flavored. It’s
a chemical version of a tobacco prod-
uct, right? Otherwise, without fla-
vor, smoking is not very attractive,”
Freedman said. “Who are they target-
ing? Kids and young people. They are
selling products that are attractively
packaged, appear fun, and mask the
awful taste of tobacco or chemicals.”

Freedman noted that even
though there are restrictions on to-
bacco and nicotine products being
purchased for or sold to minors un-
der the age of 21, youth are still able
to access them illegally if they can
obtain them from older siblings,
friends, relatives or tobacco retailers
who do not scan for ID.

(continued on page 2)

News—pg. 2
o Salem Talks Science
« Flavored vape ban

IN THIS ISSUE

T { e
i S

W | YR

Lifestyles—pgs. 3-5

o Asher animal sanctuary
« Vintage fair

« Cool classes

« Patricia Price profile

o The Devil’s Advocate

» Goudy meal plan

Sports & Rec—pg. 6
o Tennis deep dive

« Elijah Schwartz &
Special Olympics

Photojournalism—
ps. 7

« Spring flowers




page 2

NEWS

www.willamettecollegian.com

Additionally, 2022 data pro-
vided by the Truth Initiative, released
on April 5, 2024, highlighted the sta-
tistics of different nicotine products
used by youth. Specifically, the data
noted that “10.8% of 11th graders in
Oregon used electronic VaEOI' prod-
ucts on at least one day in the past 30

days”

With most brands of vapes
such as ELFBAR, Juice Head, and
Flum coming in bright-colored pack-
aging while advertising flavors such as
cotton candy and watermelon, Freed-
man noted that “the biggest danger
of vaping is people getting hooked
on nicotine at a young age when they
aren't even aware of the harms” She
expressed that the health consequenc-
es of vaping are still actively being re-
searched, however, nicotine addiction
is its current most harmful effect.
With smoking being the number one
leading cause of preventable deaths
in the United States, vapes are an im-
portant component of the smoking
epidemic.

Though it is commonly known
that vaping is the act of inhaling aero-
sol nicotine, “some people argue that
it is a cessation device,” said Kiera At-
kinson ("25), an economics and public
health major who actively leads efforts
to raise awareness about the tobacco
epidemic. Atkinson explained that
smoking cessation devices are prod-
ucts that help people quit smoking by
replacing nicotine cravings with nico-
tine patches, gum, prescription medi-
cation or other methods without cig-
arettes. “These flavored vapes aren't
FDA-approved as cessation devices,’
Atkinson said, clarifying that Bill 702
states that FDA-approved cessation
devices would not ge illegalized if the
bill passes.

On March 4, 2025, a public
hearing was held, during which the
floor was open to verbal testimony and
submitted written testimony about
the public’s thoughts behind this bill.
In attending the hearing regarding
Bill 702, Atkinson reflected that there
were people who attended in support

of the bill but also people who were
in opposition of it. She stated, “There
were people wearing these blue
T-shirts that said, ‘Save Our Stores,
who were people who owned a small
franchise like a convenience store
that sells flavored nicotine products”
These small business owners argued
that they have always scanned IDs for
any sales made on tobacco and nico-
tine goods, expressing that the con-
cerns lie in improper training of em-
ployees, whic
is a solvable is-
sue.

“I think
the biggest ar-

ument  this

ill makes is
to try to turn
you away from
tobacco
showing how

ross it can

e. You might
try a cigarette
or a non-fla-
vored vape and
it just tastes

ross without
the yummy fla-
voring. I think
that the goal of
the bill is just
to get youth to
stop smoking,” Atkinson stated. “It’s
not directly targeting adults and their
smoking usage.

Freedman noted that cam-
paigns such as Flavors Hook Oregon
Kids and progressive research like the
2018 Oregon Tobacco and Alcohol
Retail Assessment (TARA) Project
help in highlighting nicotine misuse
within minors. Flavors Hook Oregon
Kids is a movement of over 60 orga-
nizations with the united purpose of
protecting youth from tobacco addic-
tion through passing Bill 702. Its web-
site argues that the tobacco industry
builds lifelong customers by “target-
ing children and other vulnerable

roups with candy-like flavors and
eceptive marketing”

A sign announces the ban on ELFBAR vapes.
Art by ELLIE STARR

As an active advocate for the
TARA Project, Atkinson outlined that
its purpose is to gather data about all
the tobacco retailers in the state of
Oregon. Having surveyed over 2,000
tobacco retailers across Oregon, the
TARA Project is continuously obtain-
ing data about the tobacco product
placements and availability within
each franchise. It observes how these
goods are advertised and who target
audiences are, providing informa-
tion tor how fu-
ture guidelines
could be written
to combat the
tobacco indus-

try.

Zlong with
being an ad-
vocate for the
TARA project,
Atkinson  has
also created a
survey in order
to “understand
the Willamette
Community’s
interest and fa-
miliarity  with
current bills
proposed in
Oregon regard-
ing tobacco” It
outlines the ob-
jectives and varying perspectives of
Senate Bill 702 and also makes note
of other bills, such as Senate Bill 544,
House Bill 2053, and House Bill 2528.

Additionally, the American
Cancer Society (ACS) has released a
statement regarding Bill 702, stating,
“Cancer patients, survivors, teen ad-
vocates, and others from throughout
Oregon” have spoken to legislators on
A}}))ri 1, 2025 with hopes to end the
tobacco industry targeting their prod-
ucts towards youth. April 1 has been
named “Take Down Tobacco Nation-
al Day of Action,” in which youth
communities express their concerns
about the tobacco industry. Advocates
within the ACS note that companies
utilize flavored products to draw in a

certain crowd of customers, which ul-
timately leads to a rise in death rates
and health care costs within Oregon.

According to the ACS web-
site, they are partnered with a wide
range of governing cities, including
Oregon City, Salem, Happy Valley,
Lake Oswego, Milwaukie, New%)lrt,
Depoe Bay, Siletz and Waldport. They
also collaborated with various school
boards, such as Parkrose, Tualatin-Ti-
gard and Klamath Falls. All these cit-
ies and school boards working along-
side the ACS have made statements
towards the Oregon State Legislature
to end the sales of flavored tobacco
products.

On April 8, a work session was
scheduled for the Senate Committee
On Early Childhood and Behavioral
Health to discuss the topics of Bill 702
and voted to send it towards further
processing by the Senate Committee
on Finance and Revenue.

“There’s alot of bipartisan sup-
ort for Bill 702 now that the initial
earing has happened and it is in its

next stage,” Freedman stated. Should
this bill be passed, it will not go into
full effect until the summer of 2026,
allowing time for tobacco retailers to
enact changes to their businesses to fit
the demands of the bill.

As Bill 702 targets the root
problem of youth nicotine addic-
tion, Freedman noted, “It’s really easy
when we think about habits like vap-
ing and smoking to assign blame to
the person who'’s vaping and smoking.
I think we need to do a better job of
really pointing blame where its due,
which is the Tobacco Industry which
is predatory and aggressive.”

Freedman concluded that
though it is an individual’s choice to
purchase and use these items, “we’re
neglectini the power of social pres-
sure, marKketing, social media, and ad-
vertising, all of these things coalesc-
ing together to be really influential”

More updates on the move-
ment of this bill can be seen on the
Oreéon State Legislature website un-
der SB 702.

David Craig wants to spread the word about white oaks.
Salem is willing to listen.

iology professor David Craig,
wearing his distinctive green
glasses, walked around a
crowded restaurant with a large bag
of acorns, giving them out for people
to plant. It was an original start to the
first event of Salem Talks Science, an
initiative started by local couple Tay-
lor and Dylan McDowell to make the
Salem community more engaged with
and interested in science.
Dozens filled Venti’s Cafe, the

restaurant where Craig presented his
work, “The Decade of the Oak,” on
Thursday, March 27, and listened as
he presented the curiosities and im-
portance of the Oregon white oak.
In addition to his teaching work at
Willamette, Craig has been involved
in researching human interaction in
the environment and the behavior of
multiple species for years.

Attendees first played a quiz
led by Craig that revealed everything

Professor David Craig speaks at an event entitled The Decade of Oak: Oregon’s
Mighty Tree for Common Ground, at Venti’s on 325 Court St NE, Salem, Oregon,
on March 27, 2025.

Photo by IRIS MCCLURE
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from how to say oak tree in Chinook
Wawa — the Indigenous language of
the Kalapuya peoples and other tribes
in the Pacific Northwest — to what
the science community calls a person
who studies tree rings. The answer
to the latter is a dendrochronologist,
Craig revealed, as there happened to
be one in the audience.

Craig then stressed the impor-
tance of protecting old white oaks, as
they are “water conservation wizards”
essential to the wellbeing of many
other species in the Willamette Valley,
especially the white breasted nuthatc
bird, which has a very high affinity to
white oaks. At the age when humans
start using glasses and getting visibl
old, oaks are “just getting started,”
Crai%said. He also joked that the oaks
are the “same color as money,” signi-
tying their capacity to protect the fer-
tility of the land — an e(sipecially im-
portant task as the world gets hotter
and drier due to climate change.

Oaks are present in Oregon
residents’s lives in a more meaningful
way than they might think, includ-
il%g making up a substantial portion
of the new terminal at Portland In-
ternational Airport and the floor at
Ventis — where the event was held
— Craig noted. The trees are in parks
and people’s backyards, and oaks are
also instrumental to the well-being of
multiple species, including humans

and their interaction with the envi-
ronment.

Craig argues we should pro-
tect the Oregon white oak by planting
more, {)rotecting the existing trees,
especially the old ones, and tracking
their development. He is deeply in-
volved in preserving white oaks in the
Salem community, from document-
ing the history of one of the oldest in
Salem — removed last year by the city
due to a fungus spread — to partner-
ing with his students to study them
closely after an ice storm damaged
many.

Craig also founded Growing
Oaks, a project that “entails collecting
acorns from Oregon Oaks and grow-
ing them into saplings to be planted
around Willamette’s campus, the Zena
property, as well as gublic and private
properties around Salem,” according
to its website.

Referencing the acorns he
gave out at the start of the talk, Craig
talked about his interest in planting
more oak trees in Salem. “You plant
acorns in your yard. I plant acorns in
other people’s yards,” he joked.

Taylor and Dylan McDowell
have not announced the next speak-
ers of Salem Talks Science but plan to
make their science pub a long term
and regular occurrence, especially af-
ter the success of Craig’s talk, which
filled up the restaurant.
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Meet Asher House, Salem’s unique local animal sanctuary

illamette University students
Wshare their city of residence

with a variety of folks, in-
cluding over 100 rescued dogs that
have found a home at the Asher
House, a 240-acre sanctuary that
houses a variety of animals and boasts
a multi-million social media fol-
lowing. According to its website, the
Asher House “currently has over 140
animals, including dogs, cats, birds,
donkeys, llamas, alpacas, cows, hors-
es, pigs, goats, sheep and even a ram.”
The unique aspect of Asher House is
that its animals live in a home envi-
ronment instead of in cages like they
would at many other shelters.

the

Asker %ouse

Animals waiting to be adopted from the Asher house.

Art by BASIL ALLEN

As Asher House owner Lee
Asher described, “There is nothing
like it in the entire world to have 160
dogs all live together in a house. We
wanted them to feel that family envi-
ronment, so if and when they go up
for adoption they can know this en-
vironment well” Some animals, such
as horses and llamas, live on farmland
and in stalls, while domestic animals
such as dogs and cats live in a huge
house filled with beds and structures.

Fields stretch out throughout the hills
of the sanctuary where the dogs can
run and the farm animals can graze
freely.

Asher has always been work-
ing to help animals
find homes. Before
COVID-19, he
would visit various
animal shelters
and do whatever
he could to pro-
mote the animals
on social media
to get them ad-
opted. He focused
especially on the
animals that had
been in shelters for
a long time. Once
the pandemic hit,
Asher realized that
he could no longer
visit these shelters
as frequently as he
wantecé, but he still
“wanted to make a
difference and save
animals” This de-
sire led him to cre-
ate his own sanc-
tuary in Estacada,
Oregon,  before

Maya Darski « Staff Writer « March 14

moving operations to Salem in 2022.

Asher emphasized that the
current sanctuary would not be pos-
sible without his team of workers.
“I'm very lucky to have a team of peo-
ple who understand that some of my
ideas can be outrageous. They are able
to take my dreams and make it into
reality”

As for why Salem was chosen
to be the place to %uild the sanctuary,
Asher explained, “One of the beautiful
things about Salem that’s uncommon
for a city is [that it has] such beauti-
ful land to be able to use, while also
being close to grocery stores and vet-
erinarians.” He feels that the commu-
nity has been very welcoming, with
“neighbors coming up with new ideas
and helping [them] improve [Asher
House] every day”

One of tﬁe biggest challenges
for Asher when creatinﬁ the Salem
sanctuag was bringing his vision to
reality. He was told by many that “it
was ... significantly easier to build
what I wanted on flatland” The rolling
hills and the weather did make build-
ing much more difficult, and Asher
realized that they needed to get the
fencing down first because they “had
a lot of dogs and not a lot of fencing”

Social media has been a big
part of Asher House’s success. Asher
reflected on how “[they] were able
to build a really beautiful communi-
ty which is very unique, special and
supportive” Because the online com-
munity “is so supportive and believes
in the Asher House’s mission,” Asher
feels “a re?ﬁonsibility to show up for
them by filming and posting every
day” He uploads stories on Instagram
for his 2 million followers and does
livestreams of him walking with dogs

and answering viewers questions be-
cause he wants others to be able to
watch the progress of the sanctuary.
The Asher House also has a TikTo
with 2 million followers, as well as a
YouTube channel where videos about
daily life in Asher House or the ani-
mals’ stories are posted frequently.

The best part about work-
ing at an animal sanctuary for Asher
is getting to see these animals “get a
second chance” and undergo a trans-
formation where they “learn to trust
and love again” He added, “It’s really
beautiful to see the animals succeed
and see them go from a shelter envi-
ronment to a sanctuary like this. A
dog wouldn't be able to imagine it

Asher offers encouragement
for Willamette students who may be
looking towards a future of doing
work similar to his own. He encour-
ages starting with volunteering at a
local animal shelter, such as Marion
County Animal Services or Oregon
Humane. “There’s a lot of foster pro-
grams, so many different things peo-
ple can do in terms of giving back
and spending their time wisely” He
said that the most important thing
students can do to pursue working in
animal rescue and care is to “learn as
much as you can,” from volunteering
to going on to getting a job at a shelter
or sanctuary. Asher said that wheth-
er it be animal sanctuary work or any
other job, “once you feel a confidence
to go in your own direction, thats ex-
actly what you should do”

Asher said that the biggest way
students can support Asher House is
by “sharing our mission and to treat
each other and animals with kind-
ness.” Visit asherhouse.com to learn
more about Asher House.

Two Willamette students combine their passions for
upceycling and fashion at the Vintage Craft Fair

n March 20 a Vintage Craft

Fair took place on campus,

bringing in students, crafters
and resellers to Willamette. Featuring
a collection of attractions including
handcrafted bags, vintage artifacts,
second-hand clothes, anc% even a raf-
fle to win a vintage item, this craft fair
ensured that any student could find
something that interested them.

Sabella Pisicoli ('27) and Aid-
en Dopson ('25), the two organizers
for the event, decided to host this fair
to contribute to the campus com-
munity and to “celebrate the spring”
Numerous vendors spread out on the
second floor of the University Center
for the event, some having travelled
into Salem for the event and others
currently attending Willamette.

Pisicoli has a unique back-
ground in reselling, which made her
perfect for the role of organizer for
this event. Her parents were some
of the first eBay resellers, giving her
early insight into and experience with
the practice, and as she got older,
she progressively became more in-
terested in fashion. Pisicoli also has
experience being a “contract worker
at different music festivals,” and she
has “set up different flea and vendor
markets” in addition to reselling her
own clothing. Back at home in South-
ern California, she explained that she
has “a lot of partnerships with estate
sale companies [that] would let [her]
know when there is an estate sale go-
ing on”

To Pisicoli, the Craft Fair was

a combination of both her passion for
reselling and fashion. Pisicoli’s booth
was clothing-based, with her clothes
acquired from estate sales and various
second-hand and thrift stores.

On the other hand, Dopson
has a passion for clothes and selling
them, but “hasn’t done many pop-up
shops or flea markets before” This is
his second time doing an event like
this. He felt that it was “nice to have
more people coming together and en-
gaging, trading, selling, and upcycling
clothes and to see people come out
and work on projects together.” At the
Vintage Craft Fair, Dopson also had a
clothing booth where he sold clothes
he no igonger wore. He said that al-
though he didn’t use these clothes
anymore, he knew that “other people
might like to wear them.”

Dopson sees fashion as “very
individual and a form of self-expres-
sion” He noted feeling fortunate to
have the opportunity to “give clothes
to people who like doing the same
thing and putting different clothes on
and having a good time,” and was glad
that this event was able to become a
reality because “fashion can make
[his] day, like when someone [has] a
good outfit on.”

Some vendors, such as Ore-
on State University third-year stu-
ent Evany Noriega, came to expand

their small businesses. She sold cro-
chet goodies such as bags, beanies
and accessories. Noriega is “Corval-
lis-based right now;” but she travels to
different cities to sell her goods and

Maya Darski « Staff Writer « March 31

Glen Kloster, a vendor, smiles in front of his stand as he shows off his vintage finds
at Willamette University on March 20, 2025.
Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI

get her name out to the world.
Ariana Elsberne, who spe-
cializes in hand-carved stamps with
original designs, came to sell her
hand-printed clothing and accesso-
ries. Two years ago, Elsberne formed
an interest in clothing and was “trying
to figure out how to put somethin
on clothing and started with vinyl,
but upon realizing that vinyl fails to
hold up in the wash, she transferred
to screen printing. When Elsberne

“remembered how much [she] loved
carving stamps ... [she] got back into
that, learning how to transfer [the
stamps] onto clothing”

Pisicoli has another sustain-
ability-based event planned to take
place on April 24 at Brown Field,
where there will be vendors selling

oods that use recycled materials. The
theme of the event is reselling and up-
cycling, similar to the Vintage Craft
Fair.
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Navigating the course catalog:

A look at fun classes for fall term

ourse selection is coming up!

While this means that some

are locked into required cours-
es, others might be looking for a class
or two to fill in the gaps. There are so
many fun and interesting classes be-
ing offered next term, it can be hard to
choose. Here are a few that professors
and students on campus find interest-
ing:

INTST-199 Top: Negotiation and
Diplomacy with professor Greg
Felker

Instead of focusing on the
subject matter of international or
comparative politics, this class is fo-
cused on the more practical aspects
and skills that are involved in negoti-
ation and diplomacy. Professor Greg
Felker descriges the class as “learnin
by doing” Students in this class wi
take part in a two-credit course teach-
ing the material and a one-credit lab
in which they are given the opportu-
nity to exhibit what they have learned.
This lab consists of a model United
Nations, where students simulate the
United Nations structure, each rep-
resenting a different country and us-
ing negotiation and diplomatic skills
learned in class to properly navigate
the situations. This well-rounded
class is the perfect way for students to
further their understanding of inter-
national studies and comparative pol-
itics through application in modeled
to real-life situations and examples.

ENGL-101W Multi Ethnic Adoles-
cents with professor Janet Cho
English 101W classes come
in a multitude of formats, but they all
share the goal of providing students
with the critical thinking and writing
skills necessary to navigate their col-
lege journeys. In this particular itera-
tion of the class, professor Janet Cho’s
goal is to provide students with these
tools while also giving them unique
opportunities to express themselves
and relate to the characters that they
read about. Cho said this course was

best served as a 100-level class because
“most of the students [in 101W] are
first- and second-year students. Their
memories and experiences as high
schoolers or teenagers are very much
alive in comparison to juniors or se-
niors, so they can make connections
between the characters’ experiences
with their own experiences.” Through
better connection to the source ma-
terial and engaging projects such as
zine or podcast assignments, this class
is designed to provide a memorable
English 101 experience. This writ-
ing-centered class is a great opportu-
nity for students to accomplish both
their Writing Program and Arts and
Humanities requirements.

HIST-131W Demand Democracy
17th c. with professor Sammy Basu

This course covers the English
Revolution spanning from 1640-
1651, ending with the beheading of
Kin§ Charles the first. Professor Sam-
my Basu, who teaches the course, de-
scribes this time as “a fun period — it’s
surprisingly modern; it’s surprisingly
radical” What makes this revolu-
tion so particularly interesting is the
new form of media that was erupting
during this time: print. Through this
medium and expanding literacy rates,
the people living under the monarchy
were given a voice for mass commu-
nication. This explosion of literature
served to educate the lower classes
at the time and today serves as a use-
tul tool for students, providing them
with a plethora of primary sources
to learn from. Basu commented on
this unique course, sharing that “even
though this is a 100-level class, this
is a chance for students to actually
work with primary source documents
... and try to make sense of this stuft
themselves.” With this class, students
can chip away at their Social Science
requirement.

BIOL-246 Human Anatomy with
professor Lucas Ettinger
In Human Anatomy, students

Aubrey Tuttle « Staff Writer « March 14

An empty classroom in Eaton Hall on the Salem campus, on April 1, 2025.
The Oregon State Capitol stands in the background.
Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI

will be given the tools to learn the hu-
man musculoskeletal, neural and or-
gan systems. While this course might
seem daunting based on the title
alone, students like Sage Julia Miller
('27) are excited for the opportunity
to take the class. Miller said, “I guess
[that this class is] not what typically
draws people, but I think its really
cool,” adding, “You get to look [and
learn] about bones! So cool!” Human
Anatomy is a great course for students
interested in going into the medical
field; it also fulfills the Natural Science
distribution credits.

SOC-199-01 Top: Sociology of Gen-
der with professor Sarah Chivers
Open to students of all disci-
plines, this intro course takes a deep
dive into the sociology of gender.
Starting first with how gender is a part
of our identities as something that we
express, the course then moves on

to focus on how gender is an aspect
of our everyday interactions that is
contextually and relationally specific
before then moving on to talk about
how these gender identities and ex-
pressions structure our institutions
and shape structures of power. Pro-
fessor Sarah Chivers, w%o will be
teaching this class in the fall, said that
“through this process, we try to build
connections with each other around
both our personal experiences and
the larger structural force in society
that can strain a lot of choices that we
think that we have in society”

These examples are only a
small sample of the incredible courses
being offered for the fall term of 2025;
the remainin%] classes are available for
viewing on the course catalog. With
class registration dates rapidly ap-
proaching, there is not much to say
other than, “May the odds be ever in
your favor”

-

The Devil’s Advocate

Lee Parsons e Lifestyles Editor

AIRPOR

SELF STORAGE -«

From Campus!

About The Property

Located on Turner Rd. near Salem
Airport and Walmart Supercenter -
just off |-5 for easy access. Store your
belongings in a locally operated
facility that offers secure hassle free
storage in small to large sizes!

& On-site
Management

@ Gated Access

@ Rent Online

971-239-0388

Move-in Specials

a0-15% OFF

Features

& 24/7 Cameras

@ Dollies & Carts
> Packing Supplies
@ 5x5 to 10x25 units

2142 Turner Rd. SE
Salem, OR 97302

Disclaimer: The Devil’s Advocate is a sa-
tirical column that does not reflect the
views or opinions of The Collegian. The
Collegian and columnist do not recom-
mend the advice and are not responsible
for its consequences if acted on.

Goudy keeps changing the tofu recipe,
how do I survive this hardship?
-Jazz

Goudy tofu is so reliably bland that I doubt
a changing recipe could affect the taste buds
much — but either way, you should just cov-
er up the taste. The spices Goudy offers near
the utensils are your best bet. Find a combi-
nation of spices that is bearable on the tofu
and season it yourself. This should work re-
gardless of the supposed flavor of the tofu,
as it is generally tasteless. Your unique spice
blend should cover up any weak flavor they
have offered.

I’m almost ready to graduate and I have a
deep fear of the future ... I wanted some
[advice] on how to savor the moments I
have being so close to [my friends] now in-
stead of worrying about when we will ulti-
mately have to lE)art ways, at least for a bit.
How can I be ok with starting over socially

in a new place? (abbreviated)
-Scared and Alone

The light at the end of the undergraduate
tunnelgawaits us all, and I have found the
best way to survive is to ignore its all-en-
compassing brightness. If you would prefer
a more concrete solution, you should begin
making enemies of all your friends. Some
quick ways to do this include keying their
cars, replacing their shampoo with perma-
nently altering hair products of any kind,
being a bit too honest, or attempting to steal
from them. Once all your friends hate you,
you’ll be ready for a life alone after gradua-
tion, just in time for much of the class of 25
to leave the state. Once you've struck out on
your own, you could attempt to make more
permanent friendships and hope your repu-
tation has failed to precede you — it proba-
bly will.

Submit to The
Devil's Advocate
here to see your
complaint in the
next issue!
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From Bearcat to founder of a major classical music firm,
Patricia Price ('04) shares her memories of Willamette

o =

Patricia Price (‘04) poses for a portrait.
Photo courtesy of Fadi Kheir
H as a child, Patricia Price’s (04)

high school choir teacher in-
spired her to choose a career in music.
This career began with her music and
philosophy degrees from Willamette
University, and the alumna now leads
one of the most prestigious classical
music firms in the world.

“Like most careers, it starts
out with an inspirational teacher,” she
said. Price, who goes by Trish, also
credits Willamette for allowing her to

aving already mastered piano

combine her passion for music — the
“center of (her) world” — with a busi-
ness education.

“Willamette had a great music
program and offered a well-rounded
Eortfolio of options for me to explore

oth performance and a different field
with the intention of going to gradu-
ate school,” she said. While at Willa-
mette, Price double-majored in piano
performance and philosophy and par-
ticipated in study abroad programs in
Austria and Greece. Embracing the
Willamette tradition of overachieve-
ment, she noted she was “pretty busy
as a student” throughout her educa-
tion.

“The liberal arts education in
general is an important way of explor-
ing who you are at that stage in life.
And Willamette’s backdrop afforded
me the opportunity to explore mu-
sic, philosophy, a little bit of political
science, a lot of different disciplines,’
Price said.

After graduation, Price was
awarded a Fulbright Teaching As-
sistantship and returned to Vien-
na, making many friends through a
unique opportunity she “wouldn’t
have been able to do without Willa-
mette” She noted the university was a
“very supportive presence” through-
out her time in Europe.

But as Price’s Fulbright assis-
tantship came to an end, she had to
make difficult choices. After realizing
that a career in music performance
was not for her but still wanting mu-

Alan Cohen o Staff Writer « March 3

sic to be part of her life, Price decided
to return to the United States to con-
tinue her education in music manage-
ment.

“I realized that I wanted to
make sure that my life is focused on
music and musicians,” she said. Price,
originally from Spokane, Washington,
returned to Willamette to complete
an MBA — which she obtained in
2009 — and quickly proved her talent
and expertise by rising in the music
industry. While a graduate student,
she served as an assistant at a music
distributor and later ran the classical
music division at Portland-based Al-
legro Media Group, a nationally rec-
ognized record label. Right after grad-
uation, Price was chosen as executive
director of Portland Piano Interna-
tional, a “wonderful recital series and
festival in Portland.”

Both positions allowed the
Willamette alumna to get acquainted
with the music industry, with the latter
giving her the opportunity to experi-
ence the “nonprofit side of things,” she
said. After serving in other positions
and working as a consultant in the in-
dustry, Price’s work “quickly grew to
be what is our company today, which
is 8VA Music Consultancy, she said.

The company, which was
founded in POI'ﬂl:E)ln and later re-
located to New York City, provides
marketing and public relations ser-
vices to orchestras and classical mu-
sicians. According to its website, 8VA
Music Consultancy also provides ar-

tistic planning and event production
and has worked with groups like the
American Symphony Orchestra, Tai-
wan Philharmonic, National Chil-
dren’s Chorus and Seattle Chamber
Music Society.

Many professionals in the mu-
sic industry either have music or busi-
ness expertise, but rarely both, Price
said. Thanks to Willamette, she not-
ed, she is an exception. “Even though
I was a piano performance major,
having that MBA education gives me
more confidence in business settings
to know that I can present to boards
and business people with a fluent vo-
cabulary of terms while also being
able to speak to musicians on a sim-
ilar plane,” she said.

Apart from aiding her success,
Price cites Willamette as impacting
her personal life too. “I'm lucky that
my best friends still to today are from
Willamette, from both undergrad and
graduate school,” Price said. She con-
nects with her group of Willamette
frieir,}ds often, and “that’s really spe-
cial.

“I hope students today realize
what a wonderful opportunity four
years to explore passions can be,” Price
said, despite noting that the universi-
ty has changed significantly since she
was a student in the early 2000s. “It’s
something I look back on with fond-
ness. The ability to learn and focus on
curiosity is something you only get
during that period of your life”

Opinion: Calculating the cost:

Goudy meal plans are not worth it

oudy has received a multitude

of complaints throughout the

years. From “Chicken Gate,
a scandal involving undercooked
chicken being served to students in
2023, to simple criticisms of the qual-
ity, student complaints always seem
to be about food. The prices that
students and parents are paying to
experience Goudy, however, are not
as thoroughly discussed. When pre-
sented with the meal 1Elan options,
it is easy to recognize that the prices
are high. However, without doing the
math, it can appear that this is just
the fair price students have to pay for
15 weeks’ worth of meals. This is not
the case, though; buying your food in
cash can cost up to $1,782 less than
buying a meal plan. This statistic, as
well as the evidence presented below,
begs the question of whether or not
the meal plan is worth it and if not,
why it is the only option provided to
students who are already paying so
much for room and board.

So let’s do the math together,
and see if meal plan holders are get-
ting their money’s worth. Holders of
the 19-meal plan pay $3,985 per term.
If we subtract the $50 of flex dollars
that this plan provides, we are left
with $3,935 left over for housing to
provide you with a guaranteed ticket
to every meal that Goudy serves. For
students, breakfast is priced at $5.80,
Lunch/Brunch at $8.50 and Dinner
is $9.90. If students went to all 19
meals for the week, they would spend
$157.80 per week buying them out-
right. If we multiply this number by
the 15 weeks of school, the cost totals
$2,367. This is a whopping $1,568 less

than the meal plan that students are
paying for to get 19 meals.

There is a similar price gap in
the other plans as well. Using the same
math as above, if a student went to the
most expensive combination of meals
throughout the week, they would be
spending $1,932 for 14 meals and
$1,422 for 10 meals a week. Even if we
subtract the flex dollars from the price
of the meal plan, buying each meal
separately would save you $1,782 for
the 14 meal plan and $1,728 for the
10.

Information regarding indi-
vidual meal prices cannot be found
on the Willamette website, nor is it
listed on the Bon Appetit Willamette
website. The only way to obtain this
information appears to be to read the
list of prices oft of a flier sitting at the
front kiosk in Goudy. When contact-
ed with questions about the price of
meal plansBon Appetit let us know
that housing determines those prices.
Housing did not respond to a request
for comment.

Students living on campus
who do not have a kitchen ameni-
ty are required to have and pay for a
meal plan. This seems like an obvious
stipulation for a college student liv-
ing on campus, given that they have
few other ways to feed themselves.
However, the cost of the meal plan is
the true issue — because the plan is
required, prices can be set with little
room for alternatives.

Of course, the benefit to pay-
ing extra for the meal plan despite the
price gap would be that meal plans
can be paid for by scholarships or
loans. Not everyone can afford to pay

Aubrey Tuttle « Staff Writer « Feb. 12

the price of tui-
tion, housing and
dining  upfront,
and this system
creates a delayed
convenience for
the student. It
does not, however,
seem fair to only
give students this
one option.

After hear-
il%g about the size
of this pricing gap,
Andrew enne
(’26) found the sit-
uation to be unfair,
and said “[they
think] the fact
that the univer-
sity doesn’t really
make that infor-
mation clear, like
the fact that doin
the math is the on%y way to figure that
out, is kind of shitty” Furthermore,
they added, “Framing the different
meal plan tiers as budget options for a
student, then, it is very misleading for
them to all be more expensive than it
w011111d be to just not do any meal plan
atall”

Ezra Neely ('26) added that
the lack of information regarding
these numbers and the breakdown of
the cost of meal plans is doing a dis-
service to the tuition payers. “It seems
like we are more focused on trying to
help the university and not the stu-
dents,” said Neely.

This theory would make sense
if the price gap was dgoing towards the
betterment of Goudy — it is possible

The Goudy experience.
Art by ALYSSA DIGGDON

that the extra costs paid by students
on a meal plan go towards staffing,
supplies, materials, etc., in order to
keep the price down for those not in
the meal plan. The current meal plan
structure is thus in the best interest of
students or other customers without a
plan, but certainly not for those who
are required to have one.

Even so, this information
should be disclosed to those paying
inflated prices or at least be transpar-
ent regarding this price bump. Along-
side transparency, students living on
campus should also have the oppor-
tunity to choose another option for
their dining pleasures, one that might
Erant a bit more grace to their pocket-

ooks.
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Bon Appétit’s Elijah Schwartz shines at
Special Olympics Regional basketball tournament

hen asked if he was the
Wbest player on his basket-

ball team, Elijah Schwartz
answered, “Yes. I don't want to brag,
but yes. 'm one of the best players”
In addition to being a famifi)ar face
on campus, Schwartz is a star player
for the Marion County Capitals, wﬁo,
on March 16, secured the Division A
victory for Oregons annual Special
Olympics basketball tournament at
North Salem High School.

When he’s not playing ball
himself, Schwartz can be found at
basketball games supporting the
Bearcats or in the Goudy Commons
cafeteria where he works for Cafe Bon
Appétit. Schwartz is also currently the
team manager for Salem’s professional
basketball team, The Salem Capitals.

According to  Schwartz,
alongside their tournament victory,
his team also won the tournament
sportsmanship award. “It was huge
all around. My coach said, ‘Most im-
portantly is to win the sportsmanship
award no matter what cause that’s just

b2

bigger than basketball

When asked about his favor-
ite part of the tournament, Schwartz
responded, “The last game because
everyone &)layed and we scored 50
points, and that was the highest of the
season.” Schwartz said he had “about
12 points and eight or nine assists in
the final game personally”

A" prolific outside shooter,
Schwartz also values his role as a team
player. “There’s value in everyone.
Find that value and latch onto it. ...
You don’t have to be selfish about how
you Elay. You don’t have to be self-
ish about how you coach. Figure out
the pieces to the puzzle, and it can
really work,” he said. When discuss-
ing his current teammates, he made
sure to name all of them and reflect-
ed on each of their additions to the
game. “[Peyton] was one of our fun-
niest teammates. ... Joey was our best
one-handed full-court shot,” he said.

Schwartz began his playing
career at Crossler Middle School be-
fore first managing and eventually
making the varsity team at South Sa-
lem. During the Saxons’ 2016 senior

Kat Thornton « Staff Writer « April 4

night, Schwartz played as a starter. “I
hit the first three of the game,” he said.
“It was so much fun”

He said his current Capitals
teammate, Ryan Hopt, inspire him
to pursue team management when
they both attended South Salem High
School. “He was a senior when I was
a freshman. [He was] one of my big-
gest role models in high school just as
a team manager. ... | wanted to be a
team manager in high school my first
year cause of Ryan,” he said.

In regards to the Marion
County Capitals, 2024-25 was only
Schwartz’s second season playing.
Their next season kicks off in January,
and Schwartz hopes that many of his
teammates will return and they will
get to keep working on the game to-
gether and refining their skills.

At present, Schwartz is excited
about the upcoming games for the Sa-
lem Capitals. “We have a home game
O}l;l April 11 if people can come out to
that”

Elijah Schwartz.
Photo courtesy of Elijah Schwartz

‘People want it more’: A struggling women’s tennis
finds hope through first-ever derby victory

Ruby Thompson (MBA 25) strikes the ball
against Pacific on March 2, 2025.
Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI

he past decade and a half has

not been kind to Willamette

women’s tennis. Should results
hold, 2025 marks the program’s 14th
straight losing season. But according
to veteran player Ruby Thompson
(MBA ’25) and new Director of Ten-
nis Samuel Fecteau, a light may be
shining at the end of the tunnel. Much
of this newfound optimism comes
from a historic 4-3 win against Lin-

field in Salem on March
9, marking the first time
in recorded conference
history that Willamette
downed the Wildcats.

The win against Lin-
field was hard-fought
even before the match
began, as the Bearcats
were down their num-
B ber one Pla er, Alexa de
Crinis ('26), to illness.
Tennis, although an in-
dividual sport, is played
in ranked positions.
With de Crinis out, ev-
ery singles player on the
team had to move one
rank up — thus facing
a harder opponent than
they had prepared for.
Despite the odds, the
Bearcats hung on to vic-
tory.

Some of the most de-
cisive wins for the ’Cats
in the Linfield match
came from unlikely dou-
bles pairings; again, due
to the absence of their
number one, all the dou-
bles teams had to be re-
arranged, too — not just
their singles rankings.

First-year duo Gio
Horner (’28) and Sofia
Spencer ("28), who had
practiced together just
once before the Linfield
match, narrowly won
No. 2 doubles 7-6. Ruby
Thompson and Marie
Tarrab (’26) also won
No. 3 doubles 6-2. Final-
ly, to clinch the W for the Bearcats,
Horner, Thompson and Alicia Sola
(’26) won in No. 4, No. 5 and No. 6
singles, respectively.

For Thompson, the key to the
Bearcats’ win wasn't talent, but tac-
tics. A way to make up for the lack of
experience and chemistry between
teammates due to the doubles shake-
ups was by playing patiently and wait-

Catie Mohr « Staff Writer « March 27

ing for the right opportunity to win
rather than coming out aggressive. In
her eyes, one of the main reasons the
‘Cats have been a struggling program
for so long is a tendency to try to pla
at a level they simply aren’t capable of:
“We used to play so much for show.
And we would just lose every match
for ourselves. ... We got so stuck in
losing repetitively for so long that we
just wanted to make it look good.”

This shift in the Linfield win
towards a slower, more intelligent
playstyle marks a huge step for-
ward for the program, according to
Thompson. “That whole match was
kind of [us] just outwaiting Linfield.
... Everybody was very patient and
focused on strategy, thought through
their points, and literally just played a
better game than Linfield did’

Thompson gave a lot of credit
to the individual improvements she
saw from her returning teammates, as
well as the way the first-years stepped
up and performed in such an im-
portant moment. The Linfield match
allowed the team to demonstrate a
certainty in their own skills that just
hadn't been present in prior years:
“The confidence and the energy and
the talent that was on the court was
just so much better from [where we
were] last year”

Thompson, at the very least,
attributed this particular win to the
current director of tennis, Sam Fect-
eau.

Fecteau, who replaced Tyler
Linscott as interim director in Au-
gust 2024, officially assumed his new
role in November. He had previously
served as the assistant coach for the
program. Discussing the transition,
Fecteau said that “things have been
relatively seamless. I have a great rap-
port with the players. I've really en-
joyed getting to work with them.”

Willamette tennis has had one

ancing two programs can be tricky,
[as] makin%l sure that everybody feels
seen is really important to me,” said
Fecteau. “And that can be tricky when
it’s just me and generally just one oth-
er.

For Fecteau, the small suc-
cesses the team has experienced this
year have more to do with the culture
the players have established amon
themselves than anything he’s done. ¢
don’t know, maybe I'm just inheriting
something that has developed over
time. I'm not gonna sit here and say
that I've done anything new or spe-
cic?l. People want it more,” he reflect-
ed.

There’s a long road ahead for
women’s tennis, but Fecteau feels
there’s more reason for optimism than
pessimism: “There’s no saying what
the future is if we work hard and we
kinda put our heads down and focus
on our own development. We could
be a program that could succeed in
the future; we just have to lay the
groundwork for that success.” For the
whole team, Willamette’s tennis pro-
gram has nothing to lose — and ev-
erything to gain.

The women’s tennis team faces Linfield
at home on Sunday, April 13 at 11 a.m.

Read the "Fast Break,"
Willamette's premier university
athletics column ... or else.
New issues Tuesday mornings.

director of tennis for both the men’s ‘...

and women’s teams since 2019, a fea-
ture that is not necessarily uncommon
for similar programs but that comes
with its own unique challenges. “Bal-
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Photojournalism: April showers bring spring flowers

Sofie Szigeti « Staff Photographer « April 4

ne of the most telling signs that s]irin has arrived is the blooming of flowers. Finally, Mother Nature can emerge from winter with a beautiful rainbow
of colors. I have tried to capture this lovely celebration of resilience through close up shots of blooming spring flowers.

Japanese pieris. Kinnikinnick.
Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI

Catawba rosebay. Grape hyacinth.
Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI

£

Baby’s breath spirea. Common camellia.
Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI Photo by SOFIE SZIGETI
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Early April Crossword

Crossword submitted by EZRA NELSEN

ACROSS 50 Dr. Jones,
1 Graffitist, for familiarly
one 51 Three, to Caesar
7 Subtract to 52 Priest's robe

reverse 53 Small, American

10 Currency of a SE west-coast
Asian city-state mollusks

13 Essayist, Ralph 62 Honolulu's
Waldo island

15 Its raised or 63 Soccer star,
lowered after a Messi
performance 64 Opening

16 Rope on a 65" , crackle,
square-rigger pop"

17 Gave an 66 IHOP
inquisitive look competitor

20 Sixteenths of a 67 Home of
Ib. 53-across

21 %kating surface  powWN

22 Teenage' , 1 "Romeo and
Mutant"Nana Juliet” city
Turtles 2 Home of the
Mutagen Jaguars?

23 Negatives

3 German/Polish

25 Tastes, say

49 Words on a

24 "Yeah, right!" border river 28 Laughed yellow triangle
26 Invasion of 4 MLK and heartily, say 50 Sick
Normandy 9-down 29 Young newts 52 Knee parts,
27 "__and a tooth 5 Enzyme suffix 30 Dave Grohl abbr.
for a tooth” 6 Creedence fights this 53 Angeles and
33 Flying saucers Clearwater 31 Bay footballers, Alamos prefix
34 Prefix meaning Revival B-side familiarly 54 "The Lord of
Chmgse to "Bad Moon 32 Not go beyond the Rings"
35 Provide Rising" 35 Metal letter actor, McKellen
passageonline - pragigen, 36 Skye of "Say 55 Article in some
38 Jaw Lincoln, Anything" Hip-Hop titles
42 Makes a familiarly 37 Soul singer, 56 Never, in
reservation 8 Calendar box Hendryx Germany
43 Like some seats g wggjjl " (1999 38 Easter 57 Along time
in a stadium rap S(;g) decorations? 58 Atlanta news
44 Actress 10 Walked briskly 39 Squishy chairs network
Hathaway 11 Pot sticker 40 Give for some 59 Florida island
45Like sometales 45 Library decimal time 60 Astronaut,
46 Plus system 41 Whirlpool Jemison
47 Bush Sr.quote 14 Cheesy chips 43 Association for 61 Relaxing resort
beforg tax 18 Close 31-down
promise 19 Lotion 48 Thousand times
alternative thousand, abbr.
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