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Inthe face of corporate greed, govern-
nental inertia and public cynicism a
snall, dedcated and inteligent cadre
has been working steadfastly to nake
national and global institutions nore
responsi ve to environnental and hunan
needs. Jack Yost was among them In
F anet Chanpions, he intertwnes auto-
hoyahicd raraive pditicd adysis,
and profiles of twenty peopl e he had net
who vere devating their lives to the good
o thegaet .

Yat s cormtnent began when he |eft
hone to join a semnary at age 14. Hs
life vas cut short by sudden death in
Cctober, shortly ater pldishing this
book. In the intervening four decades he
edited the Rrtland Sate Uhversity stu-
dent newspaper, datenpted in van to
start a business to finance his activism
founded the Qegon
Peace Sudies Qon-sor -
tium and drected the
World Association for
World Federation. This
last job was in New York
Gty, were Yo, alife-
long Qegonian, in
sisted on ridng hs
bhicde In hs tveties,
helast his rdigas fath
and replaced it wth an
indlign, aidng otti -
msm and the notion
tha life is aout findmg
neani ng and purpose in
sone great cause.

Pofiling his cham
pons ideas, often by
quoting them Yost de
scribes a sophisticated
vision of radicad reforns including the
abolition of war and poverty con-
sciously designed to pard ld the abdition
o slavery.
fs adua antidote to poverty and envi -
ronnental degradation, Yost turs to
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Yost on the coest.
Henry George s proposa to heavily tax
| and that common heritage of all
hunani ty which has been appropriated
by a few H devotes a chapter to
George s idess, career, and vast popu-
larity in the lae1%h centuy ad to
the establishnent s reaction the birth o
neo-classical economics. Yost cites
Jef fery Smth, presi -
dent of the Geonony
Sciety, wo cdls the
land-tax devel opnent
ndd a littlekom
secr et that has
vorked every time i
has been tried.
(Smth edited the
forum on Ewiron
nental Economics in
the wnter 1998 issue
d Gegon s Riture)
Yost, like his cham
pi ons, acknow edges
that this century hes
been bathed in bl ood,
that nuch of the world
isin dsastross cod -
tions, ad that dad
reforners face enor-
nous obstacles. He notes that while the
end of the @ld Wa engendered a pal -
pabl e semnse of reief , this dbscures the
cotining threat of nuclear ho ocaust
and the urgent need to take further
action to dimnete it. O the cotinued

i

failure of the vorld coominity to prevent
genoci de, Yost cites Sr Bian Uqhart s

conclusion that because 18 US
Rangers died in Mgadishu [in 1994]
over a half mllion people in Randa | ost
thar lives.

Sill, Yost believes that this century has
gradud |y eroded the traditiona sover -
egty of nation states vhile buldng up
sonething radical ly new the soverei gnty
of hunan rights. As evidence, he details
the canpai gns thet led to the creation of
the pernanent International Qinnal
Qurt in 1998 and the treaty to ban land
mnes, signed by 125 countries in 1997.
In each case, he stresses, the key actors
were non-governnmenta  organi zati ons.
Their growng promnence and sophisti -
caion vas first dispayed a the 1992
BEarth Sumt in Ro, where citizens
tracked every decision, every procedure,
every paragraph in the devel opnent of
this gobal agenda... Reog e fromal |l over
the planet were designing the future.
Utinately, that is the challenge. Viere
to begin? ke international organiza-
tions and agencies... as huilding b ocks
for a new world order. Goba confer-
ences on the environnent, wonen s
rights, and poverty can light the vay
forvard. Get everybody invol ved.
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