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Employee health care 
costs rise 6–7% in decade
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Undress the pant-riarchy 
LYRA KUHN
CONTRIBUTOR

SAM KEECHLER

Who needs a bed when you have a backyard? Senior Hailey Arnold 
camps out like a kid. 

Cooking for college students

FRANK MILLERMILES MaCLURE

The newly-formed Health and Wellness club hosted a free cooking 
class on Wednesday, April 15. Bon Appétit Executive Chef Joshua 
Green taught students how to make a three-course meal in one hour. 

See DORM, Page  3

When women were 
in charge of mak-
ing their own clothes, 
they chose to make 
dresses—lovely baggy 
things made of silk 
or cotton, with nary a 
camel toe in sight. 

From the Empire-
waisted dresses fa-
vored by Empress Jose-
phine and Jane Austen 
heroines to the rejec-
tion of the corset after 
the first World War, 
women have utilized 
fashion for their own 
nefarious motives. 

Now, however, there 
has been a tragic trend 
running amok, not on 
the catwalk but rather 
on the college campus; 
the yoga pant has be-
come the agent of the 
patriarchy.  

They are the most 
comfortable and stretchy 
pair of pants known to 
womankind. 

They allow us to exer-
cise (and sprawl on the 
library floor at 2 a.m.) 
with perfect impunity. 
However, they also “re-
quire” the adornment 
of the thong— those 
strips of fabric sneakily 
masquerading as un-
dergarments. 

In case you are not 
familiar with the con-
struction of the thong, 
let me enlighten you; a 
teensy triangle of fab-
ric covers the pubic re-
gion, which dwindles 
to a strip that one must 
wedge up right next 
to one’s, uhm, assholic 
region. Thongs were 
originally worn mainly 
by men, in the form 
of the loincloth. Sumo 
wrestlers wear a stur-

dier version of them. 
It is a socially ac-

ceptable and comfort-
able form of garment. 

My only issue with 
the combination of 
thongs and yoga pants 
is that it is specifical-
ly designed to avoid 
the witnessing of the 
“panty line.” Which is 
exactly what it sounds 
like. The visibility of a 
woman’s underwear 
through her pants. 

The asses of women 
have long been revered 
throughout history— 
but it is only recently 
that the demand to see 
a woman’s derriere has 
been accompanied by 
the subtext that it pref-
erably resemble the 
buttocks nude as close 
as possible. 

See PANTY, Page 10

University health care costs 
for Willamette employees have 
risen an average of six to seven 
percent in the last decade. 

This steady incline has been a 
factor in the rising cost of tuition 
for Willamette students.

According to Director of Hu-
man Resources Keith Grimm, 
health care is a significant part 
of the labor costs of the Univer-
sity, which are a major factor in 
tuition.

“Healthcare in general has 
been rising faster than the rate 
of inflation for probably 20 plus 
years,” Grimm said. “Year after 
year the cost of care has been 
going up, and that’s why in-
surance costs are going up. It’s 
driven by the real dollar being 
spent when people go to the 
doctor’s office.” 

New technology and the cost 
of living are some factors that 
increase costs. Drugs tend to be 
more expensive when first of-

fered. When they are not turned 
into generic options, the custom-
er pays more for those drugs, 
which makes the overall cost of 
health care rise. 

Health care costs more or less 
depending on the cost of living 
and housing in an area. 

Faculty and instructor sala-
ries determine how much indi-
viduals pay for health care. The 
individual pays a percentage of 
the costs based on their salary 
and the University pays for the 
rest of the total cost. Grimm 
said that the school tries to 
keep the costs to the employees 
competitive. 

“We monitor the competitive-
ness of the portion of our premi-
ums that employees must pay, as 
well as the plan/benefit design, 
and work to try to keep them 
both nationally and locally com-
petitive so that we can attract 
and retain high quality faculty 
and staff,” Grimm said.

See ANNUAL, Page 2

It’s a typical Sunday evening 
in the library at Willamette: I’m 
behind on homework and a 
little tipsy from wine, just trying 
to pull my life together. A stack 
of books bigger than Blitz is 
staring at me and I am avoiding 
making direct eye contact, hop-
ing that, somehow, if I gaze out 
the window long enough, I will 
magically be transported to a 
mountain peak with an incred-
ible view and a breath-taking 
sunrise somewhere. 

I scroll through Instagram 
for the 15th time in 15 minutes, 
staring with jealousy at the 
photos of all the adventures of 
professional photographers I 
follow. Chris Burkard is back-
packing through mountains 
in New Zealand, Alex Strohl is 
exploring spectacular lakes in 
the state of Washington, while 
Forest Woodward is surfing 
and camping on the beaches 
of Australia and Jimmy Chin 
is climbing in Yosemite. 

See TAKE, Page 8



So far in 2015, 21 bikes or bike 
parts have been reported stolen 
from campus, and 21 cars have 
been broken into. 

In comparison, 27 bikes were 
reported stolen from campus in all 
of 2014.

Bike theft is a rampant problem 
for students. With a new online 
reporting process, the Salem Po-
lice Department hopes to make it 
easier to report stolen bikes—and 
maybe get those bikes back.

On April 1, the Salem PD de-
buted its new online reporting sys-
tem. This system allows citizens 
of Salem, including Willamette 
students, to use their computers or 
smart phones to report non-emer-
gency crimes that do not require a 
police officer to immediately be on 
the scene. 

One crime that falls under this 
category is bike theft.

The online form is meant to ex-
pedite the crime reporting process 
for both citizens and the Salem 
PD.

Upon accessing the report-
ing form there is a large pop-up 
page that specifies that if there is 
an emergency, call 911. It also lays 
out the criteria for reporting using 
this system, which is only avail-
able for crimes committed within 
Salem city limits.

The next page asks that the vic-
tim select the type of crime. Some 
of the options include: Theft of a 
Bicycle, Lost Property or Unlaw-
ful Entry into a Motor Vehicle.

From here on out, the questions 

relate to details such as the date, 
time and location of the crime.

But Director of Campus Safety 
Ross Stout said he is unsure how 
helpful the system will be. 

“I think it might help, because 
people may feel less intimidated 
filling out the website form than 
they would calling down there 
and getting asked a bunch of 
awkward questions they don’t 
necessarily have the answer to,” 
Stout said.

According to Campus Safety 
Assistant Director Rich Dennis, if 
a crime is reported via phone, the 
general procedure is for the dis-
patcher to ask for contact informa-
tion and have an officer return the 
call later.

Unlike Stout, Dennis believes 
the new system will be helpful.

´,t benefits both >the person 
making the report and Salem PD] 
actually, because it can get some-
thing in the system quicker than 
waiting two or three hours before 
they talk to a real live person tak-
ing a report,” Dennis said.

Freshman Holly Walsh’s bike 
was locked outside of a dorm on 
campus with a steel bike lock and 
was stolen last semester.

Walsh did not file a report with 
the police, but said that she may 
have been more inclined to if the 
online system had existed.

“I feel like for students it would 
be easier to just do it online,” 
Walsh said.

The Salem PD’s online report-
ing system is currently only avail-
able in English.

kdobbs@willamette.edu

Environmentalist and investigative 
journalist Ma Jun spoke to students, 
faculty and community members on 
Monday, April 20 about pollution in his 
home country of China.

His lecture was titled “Transparen-
cy and China’s Green Choice.” It was 
part of the Dempsey Environmental 
Lecture Series, which is sponsored by  
Willamette’s environmental and earth 
sciences department, the Luce Schol-
ars program and the Dempsey Foun-
dation, according to the University 
website.  

The lecture is Ma’s only planned 
public appearance in the United States 
this year. He also appears in interviews 
in the documentary “Waking the Green 
Tiger,” which was screened on Sunday, 
April 19 in Cone Chapel.

University President Stephen 
Thorsett introduced Ma, and said the 
goal of Ma’s organization is to “green” 
China’s manufacturing facilities. 

Jun began his presentation by saying, 
“We cannot save our environment with-
out extensive public participation.” 

He developed applications in Chi-
na that incorporate the community 
through “micro-reporting.”

“There is one power we want to tap 
into—that is the consumer power,” Ma 
said. 

The most recent app he created—
called “Blue Maps”—displays major 
industries, and encourages consum-
ers to reach out to those that do not 
appear as blue on the map.  Reuter’s 

Business and Financial News said that 
3 million have downloaded the app in 
China. 

Ma explained his apps are used to 
inform Chinese citizens about daily 
air and water conditions. 

“This challenge matters to this gen-
eration, but also to the generation to 
come,” he said. “We want to leave 
them with habitable land.” 

Ma stayed after the lecture to answer 
additional questions and sign copies of 
his book “China’s Water Crisis.” 

Ma’s book is frequently compared to 
Rachel Carson’s landmark work “Silent 
Spring” for focusing public attention on 

a looming ecological catastrophe.
 Senior Kaitlin Plunkett Franklin said 

the idea of the Blue Map app will reso-
nate with students the most. 

“I think the app Ma Jun and the IPE 
have developed is the first step toward 
a course of direct, change-making ac-
tion,” Franklin said. 

She added, “I hope we as an interna-
tional community continue to challenge 
those corporations to own up to their 
messes, and then hold them account-
able to changing their actions.”

cssmith@willamette.edu

CONTINUED from Page 1

Willamette employ-
ees can choose between 
two health care plans, one 
through Kaiser Perman-
ente and the other through 
Pioneer Educators Health 
Trust. 

7he rates are also differ-
ent based on the salary that 
Willamette’s faculty and in-
structors earn.

“The reality, though, is 
that our plans are pretty 
rich plans,” Grimm said. 
“It’s good coverage. It 
doesn’t quite meet the Ca-
dillac threshold that the 
government has estab-
lished, but they’re very 
good in general. They’re 
better than what you would 
see in smaller organizations 
here in Salem in terms of 
the level of coverage.”

Willamette provides 
health care for all Univer-
sity employees, which in-
cludes staff and instructors, 
not just faculty, according to 
Grimm.

In general, the Universi-
ty will pay more for an indi-
vidual’s health care cover-
age per month than for em-
ployees with dependants. 

For an employee who 
makes over $100,000—and 
the average tenured faculty 
member made $115,000 last 
year—the University will 
pay almost 90 percent of the 
individual’s medical plan. 
If that employee has their 

family on their plan, Willa-
mette pays between 55 and 
64 percent, depending on 
the provider plan. 

For employees who 
makes under $50,000, the 
University pays just over 
95 percent of their medical 
costs. If those employees 
have dependents on their 
plan, the University will 
pay between 65 and 71 per-
cent, depending on their 
plan. 

For employees who fall 
in the middle of the salary 
range—who earn between 
$50,000 and $100,000—and 
have dependents, the Uni-
versity pays between 60 and 
69 percent of their medical 
costs, depending on their 
plan. If they don’t have any 
dependents, the University 
will pay about 90 percent of 
their medical costs.

The University does cov-
er the entire dental costs of 
employees without depen-
dents who make less than 

$50,000 per year.
Rates also change yearly. 

This year, the rates for the 
Kaiser health plan decreased 
while the Pioneer rates in-
creased. The previous year, 
it was the opposite.

The Kaiser and Pioneer 
plans also differ in how 
they are organized.

The Kaiser plan is a 
Health Maintenance Orga-
nization (HMO) while the 
Pioneer plan is a Preferred 
Provider Organization 
(PPO). 

Grimm said that the 
Kaiser plan is the more 
affordable choice and it 
tends to offer richer ben-
efits, though a person must 
choose from a more limited 
set of providers.  

The Pioneer plan, how-
ever, allows for more op-
tions of providers, though 
its medical plan tends to be 
more expensive. 

ehoard@willamette.edu
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According to campus recre-
ation director Bryan Schmidt, 
the Guinness World Record 
organi]ation has officially ac-
cepted Willamette’s bid to set 
the world record for the largest 
game of red light green light—
again. Willamette previously 
set the record in the fall of 2013, 
but in January this year the 
Arizona Superbowl Committee 
overtook that record. Schmidt 
and Becca Brownlee, incoming 
ASWU vice president, plan to 
take back the record this fall, 
and now have official approval 

from Guinness.

Deborah Dancik, associ-
ate vice president of academic 
affairs, will retire at the end 
of this summer. Dancik has 
worked for the University for 
10 years in the library and for 
two years the CLA dean’s of-
fice. ,n an email sent to &/$ 
faculty, CLA dean Marlene 
0oore wrote, ´While >'anciN@ 
credits the efforts, talents and 
goodwill of others for the many 
things she has accomplished, 
her leadership is the common 
factor that has resulted in so 

much progress.”

Got tips? Email News Editor 
Bronte Dod <bdod>.

BRIEFS

Salem PD responds to 
rising car, bike thefts

CHRISTINE SMITH 
CONTRIBUTOR

Ma: It’s not easy being green 

KATIE DOBBS
STAFF WRITER “

”
>7he health care@ doesn’t 
quite meet the Cadillac 

threshold that the govern-
ment has established, but 

they’re very good in general.
Keith Grimm

Director of Human Resources

Annual CLA tuition increase 
tied to rise in health care costs

Ma Jun, a journalist and environmentalist from China, spoke to Willamette on Monday, April 
20. Ma’s work is frequently compared to Rachel Carson’s landmark book “Silent Spring.”

MIKE RHINE

***

***



On Wednesday, April 15, the 
Health and Wellness club orches-
trated a cooking class with the help 
of Bon Appétit’s General Manager 
Chris Linn and Executive Chef Josh-
ua Green. 

The cooking class, which ran for 
about an hour, covered four recipes.

Freshman Shannon Ross and ju-
nior Caroline Brinster founded the 
club earlier this year. The club has 
worked with the University to make 
changes to the campus that align with 
their goals. 

Recently, they’ve added healthier 
snack options to vending machines.

Brinster said that they designed 
the classes to provide attendees with 
basic essential cooking skills that are 
geared toward college students living 
on a budget, which is part of the mis-
sion of the club.

“It is important for us to learn how 
to prepare nutritious food instead 
of reaching for a frozen meal, which 

might contain lots of preservatives or 
unhealthy fats,” Brinster said. 

There is also a focus on the fact 
that students often must cook within 
limited spaces and with limited sup-
plies, liNe what one would find in a 
kitchen dormitory.

Junior Emily Durham, who plans 
to declare a major in exercise science, 
was one of about 10 students who at-
tended the class. 

“Learning how to cook for oneself 
is something that’s very necessary 
as I am rapidly approaching adult-
hood,” Durham said.

The demonstration began with 
a brief discussion of various cook-
ing terminology and techniques for 
preparing raw meat. After compos-
ing a marinade of lemon, rosemary, 
thyme and parsley for chicken and 
tofu, Green instructed the class on the 
most efficient and safe ways to chop 
onion, celery and carrots for a brown 
rice and vegetable pilaf. 

While they waited for the rice 
to cook, students learned a simple 
recipe for a kale salad that included 
crumbled ricotta salata, caramelized 
onions and Italian vinaigrette. 

That’s when Green brought out a 

double boiler, several large contain-
ers of strawberries and an industrial 
size bag of chocolate chips. The dou-
ble boiling process allowed for the 
melting of the chocolate chips with-
out causing burning. The strawber-
ries were dipped in the chocolate and 
placed out to dry and harden. 

While the class stared at the des-
sert, Green and Linn directed atten-
tion to the grill and stove top where 
they taught the students how to sear, 
boil and bake the marinated chicken 
and tofu. 

In 60 minutes the group was look-
ing at an abundance of Greek-style 
lemon herb chicken and tofu, rice and 
vegetable pilaf, rustic kale salad and 
chocolate-covered strawberries. 

All of the food was eaten or taken 
home by students.

Brinster and Ross hope to make 
the cooking classes a monthly event 
next year.

jsader@willamette.edu
jlindblo@willamette.edu

Since it was also the opening night 
for Willamette’s Dance Company 
spring showcase, the ASWU meeting 
last Thursday, April 16 ended up being 
one of the shortest this semester. 

As April is Sexual Assault Aware-
ness month, representatives from Sexu-
al Assault Response Allies (SARA) are 
visiting campus clubs to talk to the club 
leaders about the organization, and to 
educate students on how to be allies 
for people who have been sexually as-
saulted. 

Cynthia Chand, SARA’s coordinator 
this year, addressed the senators at the 
meeting.

“It’s about providing very basic 
knowledge about sexual assault as an 
issue here on campus, but also for you 
guys to go out there and hear stories 
from your friends in a way that is very 
survivor focused and survivor sup-
portive,” Chand said.

Statistically, Chand said Willamette 
matches national statistics for sexual 
assault, meaning that one in five stu-
dents will experience sexual assault 
during their time here. 

Moreover, 32 percent of next 
year’s incoming freshman class has 
already had prior experience with 
sexual assault, according to  Chand.  

“It’s unfortunate, and it’s some-
thing that affects people around you,” 
Chand said. 

She also said most survivors of sexual 
assault never speak about their experi-

ence to anyone, let alone any official ally 
organizations like SARA. 

Only two-thirds of survivors will 
tell their story to anyone, and less than 
a quarter of those will ever speak to a 

professional who is trained to respond 
appropriately or worNs in an official ca-
pacity, Chand said. 

The majority of survivors who dis-
close end up talking with members of 
their family or friends, which is why 
Chand said it’s important for students 
to be an informed ally. 

SARA conducted a survey last year 
showing that a large number of survi-
vors do not disclose due to fear of nega-
tive social consequences. Chand hopes 
educating others about sexual assault 
will change these sentiments. 

Chand added that Willamette is one 
of the few small liberal arts colleges 
that offers a peer�to�peer support pro-
gram like SARA. It has been on cam-
pus since 2006 and is completely con-
fidential, which means that their staff 
members have no obligations to report 
unless it involves a minor or the use of 
a weapon. 

6$5$ staff members are trained 
through on�campus and off�campus 
organizations, including the District 
$ttorney’s 2ffice, the &enter for +ope 
and Safety and the Salem Hospital. 

6$5$ staff is available to survivors 
and allies via phone every week night 
and 24 hours on the weekend as well as 
anonymous online chat on their web-
site during week nights.

If survivors want to get accommo-
dations through Reslife or disability 
services, move rooms, or take action 
through &ampus 6afety, 6$5$ staff 
are prepared to connect them with the 
departments that can help them with 
those things. SARA is also there to sup-
port allies as well.

For more information, students and 
club leaders should can contact Chand 
or visit SARA’s website at www.willa-
mette.edu/org/sara.

jlindblo@willamette.edu
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The Health and Wellness club plans to hold monthly cooking classes next year.

6exual assault affects �2� of incoming class
JOSEPH LINDBLOM-
MASUWALE
STAFF WRITER

April 13–17, 2015|
Information provided by Campus 
Safety

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

April 15, 2:50 p.m. (Skybridge): 
Campus Safety received a report 
concerning a light cover that had 
been broken on the skybridge. A 
work order was submitted to clean 
up the broken pieces.

MINOR IN POSSESSION OF AL-
COHOL

April 17, 2:20 p.m. (Matthews Park-
ing Lot): $n officer observed a stu-
dent stumble and fall to the ground.  
After verifying that the student did 
not need further medical attention, 
the officer smelled alcohol and then 
confirmed that the student was not 
of legal drinking age. During their 
conversation, the student continued 
to be argumentative toward the of-
ficer, however, the officer left the stu-
dent in the care of their friends.

POLICY VIOLATION

April 15, 9 a.m. (Lausanne Hall):  
$n officer observed a large amount 
of debris outside the building on 
the ground. The debris included a 
large amount of trash that appeared 
to have been thrown from one par-
ticular room in the building. A re-
port was forwarded to the 2ffice of 
Rights and Responsibilities.

April 15, 2:30 p.m. (Kaneko Com-
mons): Campus Safety received 
a report concerning trash on the 
ground outside of the building. The 
officer observed multiple beer cans 
and other assorted trash. The re-
porting party stated that they have 
been cleaning up the same location 
nearly weekly. The room(s) where 
the trash originated was identified.  
$ report was forwarded to the 2ffice 
of Rights and Responsibilities.

April 16, 3 p.m. (Doney Hall): Cam-
pus Safety received a report of a key 
hidden underneath a fire extinguish-
er. Campus Safety retrieved the key 
and observed that it was a copy of 
a residence hall room key. The key 
was matched to a student’s room. 
$n officer contacted the student who 
admitted to copying the key. The key 
was confiscated and the room will be 
rekeyed at the student’s expense.

THEFT

April 13, 9:15 p.m. (Lausanne Hall):  
Campus Safety received a call re-
garding a missing fire extinguisher. 
7he officer searched the surrounding 
area, but the extinguisher was not 
found. A work order was submitted 
for replacement.

April 14, 2 p.m. (Gatke Hall): An em-
ployee called to report that a speaker 
had been stolen from their office. 
The employee stated that work had 
been done in their office, and that 
the door had not been secured after-
ward. When they returned the fol-
lowing day, the item was gone.

April 14, 8:30 p.m. (Hatfield Li-
brary): A student reported that their 
bike had been stolen.  The student 
had left the bike locked outside the 
building with a cable type lock.  
When they returned, the lock had 
been cut and the bike was gone.

*PLEASE CONTACT CAMPUS 
SAFETY IF YOU HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION REGARDING 
THESE INCIDENTS.

Campus safety 
RepoRt

SAM KEECHLER

Bon Appétit Executive Chef Joshua 
Green taught the healthy cooking class to 
a group of about 10 students. 

SAM KEECHLER

Dorm room diet on the chopping block 
JEROME SADER
GUEST WRITER

JOSEPH LINDBLOM-
MASUWALE
STAFF WRITER

SARA coordinator Cynthia Chand spoke 
to ASWU during their meeting on Thurs-
day, April 16.

KELSEY FALK



TEDDY WU
STAFF WRITER

Sophomore creative writ-
ing major Tyler Griswold 
has created an album titled 
“Pariah: Asylum Fury” 
about disability studies and 
advocating positive social 
change for the cause.

The project started in Pro-
fessor Allison Hobgood’s 
colloquium class last year 
on disability in literature. 

The class was Griswold’s 
first choice, and he TuicNly 
immersed himself in the 
material and in disability 
theory overall. The course 
inspired him so much that 
he opted to apply for a Col-
lege Colloquium grant and 
was swiftly approved.

The grant unfolded in 
three parts: An intensive 
research period curated by 
+obgood, the creation of 
an album surrounding the 
studies and, lastly, commu-
nity outreach and education 
at 1orth 6alem +igh 6chool, 
from which Griswold grad-
uated in 2013. 

Inspiration for “Pariah: 
Asylum Fury” came from 
the Oregon State Hospital 
here in 6alem. 7here, he 
learned of urns filled with 
ashes of the unclaimed 
dead—some being upwards 
of 50 years old. Time and 
nature had turned these 
urns all different shades of 
bright colors. 

6ome may find this sight 
revolting or too morbid. To 
Griswold, they were heart-
ening. The urns showed 
“something brighter at the 
end of [life].”

The album is pervasive 
with references to drown-
ing, both sonically and lyri-
cally. Watery synths echo 
the sounds of ocean tides, 
while Griswold flips visions 
of sinNing into positive feel-
ings of love and happiness.

Griswold’s vocals are no-
ticeably free of manipula-
tion liNe autotune or pitch 
correction. He stresses that 
this rawness maintains 
the purity of emotion and 
heightens the meaning be-
hind the lyrics. “I had to 
maNe this album represen-

tative of who , truly am,” he 
put it.

The combination of ethe-
real instrumentals and un-
varnished vocals is some-
times jarring and occasion-
ally hard to understand. 

Griswold admits to this, as 
“mixing was the biggest chal-
lenge in maNing this album.” 

It was a grueling process: 
Some of the songs were in 
progress for over a year, and 
he acNnowledges there were 
“points in the album where 
he wanted to give up.”

'espite these setbacNs, 
Griswold is immensely 
proud of the effort, which 
he is “still surprised” that 
he accomplished.

$s for future plans, Gris-
wold is currently maNing 

another album based on 
reinterpretations of Sylvia 
Plath’s poetry. For this proj-
ect, he is looNing for collab-
orators. 

This grant process has 
also furthered his ambitions 
of becoming a psychiatrist 
to help others suffering 
through mental impairment.

Griswold will be per-
forming twice this upcom-
ing weeN� for 665' on 
Wednesday at 11:10 a.m. in 
Eaton 209 and during Wu-
lapalooza on Friday at 10:30 
a.m. in -acNson 3la]a. %oth 
shows will offer free copies 
of “Pariah: Asylum Fury” to 
attendees.

twu@willamette.edu

EMILY THIMESCH
GUEST WRITER

,’ve sNipped a decent amount of 
school for things liNe music festi-
vals, and people always asN in as-
tonishment, ´+ow in the world do 
you get away with that?” 

The reality is: How do you not?
School is no doubt something I 

care about doing well in and I do 
my homeworN most the time. %ut 
, also have sNipped my share of 
classes to lay by the Mill Stream 
and do absolutely nothing. 

,n that sense, how is that any dif-
ferent than going to a music festi-
val" $rguably, sNipping class and 
physically being on campus is al-
most worse. $nd if you thinN going 
to a music festival is not worth it, 
you’re simply missing out.

,n my opinion, the worst part of 
big music festivals is the superflu-
ous amount of articles by Elite Dai-
ly and &omplex about ´%asic %itch-
es” and “Coachella Style is Trash.” 

/et me asN you a Tuestion� 
W+$7 '2 <28 &$5(" 

From festival to festival, day 
to day and performance to per-
formance, it’s all hit or miss³but 
that’s part of the experience. 

,f you thinN that three to four 
days �or even one) of dancing, 
drinNing, smoNing or wiggin’ out 
on other goodies in the sun is go-
ing to go perfectly, then you are a 
superstar who needs to share their 
secrets. 

7hat’s what also maNes them so 
great. Getting to dance all day and 
be silly around people that are all 

there to have a good time: Why 
would you let anything ruin that 
for you? Even school.  

/iNe , said, it’s important to care 
about school, but we’re all adults³
maybe not very mature ones—but 
we still are in charge of our own 
lives.

Even though that next Monday 
or Tuesday after a music festival 

feels liNe the epitome of death, , 
wouldn’t change one hour of sleep 
missed, money spent on stupid 
things or feeling liNe ,’ll never have 
an intellectual thought again, at the 
end of it all. 

Those are the memories I will 
cherish and looN bacN on and laugh, 
more so than any class I missed. 

ethimesc@willamette.edu
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”

“Getting to dance 
all day and be 
silly around 

people that are 
all there to have 

a good time; 
why would you 
let anything ruin 

that for you?

Ferris Bueller 
goes to Coachella

ARTS
The Hallie Ford Chair in Writ-
ing and the English depart-
ment will host multiple-award-
winning poet /inda %ierds on 
7hursday, $pril 2� in the +at-
field 5oom of the library at ���0 
p.m for a free reading. %ierds’ 
recent booN, ́ 5oget’s ,llusions,” 
was a top contender for the 2014 
1ational %ooN $ward in 3oetry.

***

After mentoring a handful of 
local high schools during the 
day, 3ortland 6tate 8niversity’s 
Grammy-nominated director 
of Ma]], -eff %aNer, will perform 
with the youth groups and the 
Willamette Singers in Smith Au-
ditorium on Friday, $pril 2� at 
���0 p.m. $dmission is techni-
cally free, but small donations 

are highly encouraged.

***

Having Wulapalooza with-
drawals" -oin the 6alem %icycle 
&lub for their 0onster &ooNie 
%icycle 5ide, an exciting Mour-
ney that will taNe cyclists from 
the Capitol building to Cham-
poeg 6tate 3arN and bacN³a 
total of �� miles. 5egistration is 
$25 and pre-made sandwiches 
mid�ride cost an extra ��.�0. 
Participants will gather on Sun-
day, $pril 2� between � and �0 
a.m� maNe sure to wear your 
helmet and obey all traffic laws.

***

Got culture?
Contact Juliana Cohen 

<jacohen>.

ADVERTISEMENT

'itching autotune, a student 
sings of death and disability 

7he album artwork for 7yler *riswold’s “3ariah� Asylum )ury” was inspired by the urns at the 2regon State +ospital. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF EMMA SARGENT

ART BY MICHELLE SULLIVAN
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BULLET
BEARCAT

Profs need 
fresh air, too

JULIANA 
COHEN

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

I had no idea that college professors 
taNe their students on field trips. 7hey 
don’t typically call them ´field trips�” in 
this mature setting, we trade in that child-
ish euphemism and say that we’re going 
on a visit…in lieu of or in addition to reg-
ular class hours.

7o my surprise, , had the pleasure of 
leaving campus this semester on two 
separate occasions: to a biodiesel plant 
in Salem with my non-major chem class 
and to the Chinese and Japanese gardens 
in Portland with Professor Xijuan Zhou 
of the 5eligious 6tudies department.

, hope every %earcat eventually has a 
day that transcends the routine of higher 
education� <our professor taNes the (ng-
lish class outside for the afternoon, ev-
eryone in the room wants to debate the 
politics of ́ 7he 'arN .night” or maybe, a 
cute classmate laughs at your MoNe. 

(ither way, it’s a moment that maNes 
showing up worthwhile.

2n the way to the biodiesel plant, us 
students were alone in the van, as one of 
us had University permission to lead the 
way. It was oddly quiet in the vehicle—
were my peers also marveling at the nov-
elty of it all? 

We didn’t spend long at the stripped-
down factory, and by the looNs of the 
worNers, they seemed eager for us to get 
out of their way. Yet I will never again 
thinN about used cooNing oil the same� 
Our guide pointed to a vat of dirty lip-
ids from Oregon restaurants and prisons 
that, through refining, becomes a sustain-
able energy source.

,n contrast, the trip to 3ortland was 
more of a voluntary experience, since it 
reTuired waNing up early on a 6unday 
and hopping on a 9 a.m. school bus in 
front of the &hicNen Fountain �=hou calls 
it the Eagle Fountain—a far superior 
name).

/iNe many exhausted students, , al-
ways second guess attending almost any 
event or gathering related to school, con-
vinced that my laziness is inescapable. 

%ut this time, , sensed, correctly, some-
thing unique about the day ahead. With 
the proper context, otherwise typical 
Portland tourist attractions became sup-
plemental material for my intro to Chi-
nese religions class. 

$t the /an 6u Garden, the scenery 
from the course’s thousand-year-old 
stories came to life and I felt deeply en-
grossed in every plaque on the property. 

'uring our lunch breaN, =hou, my 
friend and I connected in the boutique 
Tao of Tea house (the brand served at the 
%istro) and ate marvelous moon caNes 
and marbled eggs.

It was a joint trip with another one of 
=hou’s classes, so the later stop at the -ap-
anese gardens didn’t directly relate to our 
material. I still gained major insight into 
the positioning of the rocNs, the preva-
lence of rocN lanterns and how calming 
the flow of water can feel. 

%ut 6unday is a precious day, reserved 
for the push and pull between procrasti-
nation and determination, maNing a non�
vital absence completely understandable. 

It’s just impossible to anticipate oppor-
tunities liNe these on the hori]on. For all , 
Nnow, education may never be this fun or 
dynamic again.

8ntil the next surprise, ,’ll fondly re-
member the van giggling as hail pound-
ed the roof on the way bacN from the bio-
diesel plant.

jacohen@willamette.edu

ROBIN THORSON
DISTRIBUTOR

7his summer, powdered 
alcohol will become legal 
across the nation under the 
brand name 3alcohol. 7o find 
out what it would be liNe, , 
tried maNing some myself. 

What ensued was an adven-
ture of culinary arts, chem-
istry and research to ensure 
that this stuff is actually legal.

I made powdered alcohol 
by mixing Everclear with 
tapioca maltodextrin, a type 
of starch. The best brand of 
maltodextrin to use is N-Zor-

bit 0, so , bought some from 
$ma]on and got to worN as 
soon as it arrived.

Some people heard about 
what , was doing, and asNed 
if ,’d Nnown how to maNe it 
because of some cra]y tricNs , 
learned as a chemistry major. 

I had to explain that I’m not 
a mad scientist; I just found a 
recipe on the Internet.

0aNing powdered alcohol 
was pretty easy; all I had to 
do was mix the two ingredi-
ents and stir them together. 
The recipe I used said how 
much of each to use, but , 
didn’t play by their rules. 

N-Zorbit M is the dri-
est substance ,’ve ever seen, 
composed of a fine powder 
that explodes up into the air if 
you Must looN at it wrong, and 
it has an amazing capacity to 
absorb liquid. 

5ather than following 
the recipe, , Must tooN a bowl 
of maltodextrin and slowly 
added (verclear until , liNed 
the consistency.

My favorite consistency 
of powdered alcohol was 
made by mixing one cup of 
Everclear with four and a half 
cups of 1�=orbit 0, resulting 

in a sticNy, lumpy powder. 
It has about half the alco-
hol concentration of vodNa, 
meaning that two shots of it 
form a standard drinN.  

It also has seven times 
more alcohol than my source 
recipe called for. Every other 
recipe on the Internet seems 
to agree with that one, but 
don’t follow them unless you 
Must want a fine dry powder 
that contains one standard 
drinN per meal�si]ed portion. 

Follow my recipe instead.
Now that we have our 

powdered alcohol, what do 
we do with it?  Nasal inges-
tion is out of the question!  

The original intention of 
3alcohol is to maNe mixed 
drinNs out of it, but , don’t 
see the point. If you want 
drinNs, Must use liTuid alco-
hol and don’t bother with 
the powder. 

, thinN it goes best with 
solid foods, including pi]]a, 
tacos and rice. What other 
ideas can you come up with?

Eat responsibly.

rthorson@willamette.edu

Turning Everclear into dust 

Robin 7horson put this stuff on a burrito³really.

Fiction: read chapter 1 
oI 1ataOie 3ate’s ¶&KoiFe’
NATALIE PATE
GUEST WRITER

White.
All Liam can see is white. 

White walls, white floors, 
a white, rectangular table 
perched in the center of a 
white room complete with a 
simple, white chair. $ small 
piece of blacN technology 
tucNed in the corner where 
the white ceiling meets the 
white door frame is the only 
outlier, along with /iam’s 
darN sNin. +e tugs nervous-
ly under the table at the 
white clothing the Admin-
istration provided him. The 
clothes are scrub�liNe, made 
of a thin, but surprisingly 
sturdy fabric. 

His temples pulse at the 
brightness of the room and a 
headache remains from the 
morning. Liam was abduct-
ed from his home just hours 
before, memories of his 

family screaming still burn-
ing and flashing through his 
mind in fragmented, unpre-
dictable pieces. 

+e starts to rub his head, 
hoping to soothe the pain. 
A mechanical sound comes 
from the equipment in the 
corner as it adjusts to his 
every move. +e looNs up 
at it and Nnows someone is 
watching him intently.

“Where am I? What did 
I do?” 

Pearls of sweat drip 
heavily down his face, 
salty when they hit his lips. 
He wipes his hand across 
his brow before a droplet 
lands in his eye. He leaves 
his hand wrapped around 
his lips and jaw. He stares 
blanNly� waiting for some-
thing, anything that will 
give him a clue of what’s 
happening. 

0inutes later, a voice 
bursts abruptly from the 
blacN machine in the corner. 
,t is feminine, but mechani-
cal and artificial. 

6he says, ́ ,nmate 2��/-3, 
you are in Cubicle 13 after 
violating $rticle 2�b of the 
New State Code of Ethics 
on -anuary ��, 20�� at 2���� 
Central Time. This crime is 
punishable by Choice. You 
have 2� hours to maNe your 
Choice. When you have 
made your &hoice, please 
press the button in the cen-
ter of the table that corre-
sponds with your Choice. 
<ou may maNe your &hoice 
as soon as desired, but &on-
sequences shall be admin-
istered should you neglect 
your duty within the allot-
ted time. For further ques-
tions, you Nnow Who to 
asN.” 

7he voice cuts off and 
suddenly the room returns 
to its sicNening silence. 
Liam stares at the voice 
box, struggling to breathe. 
Trying to replay what the 
voice said, he looNs at the 
table in front of him. He 
sees two buttons in the 
center of the surface. %oth 
buttons, placed only inches 
apart and no larger than a 
Tuarter each, are eTual in 
si]e, shape and sheen, but 
the base of the button to his 
right is outlined with a red 
circle.

“What?” Liam breathes 
out in a whisper. “What 
am ,«"” +is voice fades, 
his eyes searching the but-
tons rapidly. +is fingers 
grip his shaven head. He 
becomes too overwhelmed 
and screams, ´What am 
I supposed to do?!” His 
whole body shaNes with 
every breath. He pulls his 
Nnees up into the seat and 
wraps his arms around his 
legs, embracing himself.  

´7hinN. 7hinN. What is 
$rticle 2�b"”

Liam studied the New 
State Code of Ethics when 
he was in school. All pu-
pils are tested on it yearly 
until they graduate at the 
age of ��. $nd although 
Articles of the Code are 
posted throughout the 
6tate, he didn’t pay much 
mind to them while walN-
ing to worN or when walN-
ing home. 

“What the hell is Article 
2�b" What did , do"”

He began searching his 
memory, trying to recall 
any and every Article he 
could.

The hollowing feeling 

in Liam’s chest grows as 
he racNs his brain. +e lets 
out small screams and 
yelps through the tears, his 
body twisting and contort-
ing with frustration. He 
remembers learning about 
2�b, but thinNing it would 
never apply to his actions 
he had Nnowingly put it 
out of his mind.

Fearing he might lose 
himself in his thoughts, 
Liam stands up and begins 
pacing the room. The room 
is very small. 7he lacN of 
windows maNes it seem 
even smaller. He is only 
able to taNe a few paces 
before turning around. His 
arms are crossed tightly, 
his necN lowered as he 
stares at the floor.

“What was I doing on 
the ��th at 2����" 7hat was 
just last night…”

Liam thought through 
his day; his morning rou-
tine with his wife and two 
daughters, his walN to 
worN, his morning 'rinN 
with 3aul from accounting, 
the paperworN he worNed 
on at the office, his walN 
home, his dinner, his night-
time routine of bathing the 
girls and reading them a 
story. %y 2����, he was in 
bed with &larissa, reading 
the Newspaper from the 
day before. 

%ut reading a 6tate ap-
proved paper wasn’t a 
crime...

Come hear the rest of the 
story at a public reading and 
facilitated discussion in Mon-
tag Den, April 28 from 7-8:30 
p.m.

 
npate@willamette.edu

3ate also runs the Amnesty ,n-
ternational chapter on campus.

PRODUCT REVIEW

MILES MACCLURE

PALOMA HENNESSY
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BAND PHOTOS COURTESY OF BAND, KELLIE STANDISH, SHANNON SOLLITT

Pace yourself. The festival is 12 
hours long.

Drink water. 
Water bottles will be available for $5 

at the info booth all day.

Wear sunscreen. There’s free sun-
screen at the info booth.

Write your name on your stuff. 
There will be tape and sharpies at 

the info booth.

There are blankets available for 
everyone at the UC edge of Brown 

Field.

Respect the space so we can keep 
hosting Wulapalooza.

Bring warm clothes. It gets chilly 
when the sun goes down. 

Wear good shoes for walking and 
dancing. If you must be barefoot, 

keep an eye out for glass.

Consider carrying a small bag with 
supplies (water, snacks, sunscreen, 

bandaids, ID, etc.). 
May we suggest a fanny pack?

/ittle first aid Nits are available at 
the info booth.

Be discreet with whatever activities 
you might choose to engage in, and 

be respectful of others.

Take care of your friends and
 help people in need. 

WULAPALOOZA 
SURVIVAL GUIDE

COMPILED BY MEMBERS OF 
WULAPALOOZA COMMITTEE

TEDDY WU
CONTRIBUTOR

Katy and the Null 
Sets: Under a clever 
band name, fresh-
man Katy Ohsiek 
and no one else per-
form well-assembled 
acoustic covers on 
both guitar and uku-
lele. She peforms on 
Jackson Plaza at 1:10 
p.m.

STUDENT BANDS TO LOOK OUT FOR

10:00–10:10 a.m. — Arizona Jonson
10:15–10:25 a.m. — Third Birds
10:30–10:45 a.m. — Tempest
10:50–11:00 a.m. — World War 5
11:05–11:15 a.m. — Will Helgeson
11:25–11:40 a.m. — Sweet English   
                                  Consonance
11:45–11:155 a.m. — Arianna Seal
12:00–12:10 p.m. — DJ Stickky            
                                  Soundwavves
12:15–12:25 p.m. — Morgan Hill
12:30–12:45 p.m. — Kangaroo Court
12:45–12:55 p.m. — UpTop
12:55–1:05 p.m. — Tandem

1:10–1:25 p.m. — Katy and the Null Sets
1:30–1:45 p.m — Highkin and Anderson
1:50–2:05 p.m. — CastorRhodes
2:10–2:20 p.m. — RICH DENNIS
2:25–2:40 p.m. — Teddy and Ryan
2:45–3:00 p.m. — Aidan Morrison
3:15–3:30 p.m. — Maid Marion
3:40–3:55 p.m. — Nako Boys
4:10–4:25 p.m. — Charlotte’s Dread
4:35–4:50 p.m. — Nips and 
                  the Sunshine Boys
5:00–5:15 p.m. — Mr. Fahrenheit and the                  
                              Good Old Fashioned      
                              Lover Boys

People Under The Stairs
The Thermals . Dent May 
Down North . Shaprece

Shrimp-182: So named after one of their member’s food 
allergy, a quartet of ASP students shred through hard-
nosed rock and punk jams in the style of—you guessed 
it—Blink-182. They perform on Brown Field at 2:00 p.m.

Sweet English Consonance: With Nick Newman singing 
and playing piano and Jason Pegis on cello, the duet (not pic
tured) performs original works and covers that are wholly 
moving. They perform on Jackson Plaza at 11:25 a.m.



As Wulapalooza 2k15 
creeps closer to us, I’ve 
found myself reflecting on 
the ghosts of Wula’s past. 
Though this will be my third 
and final Wula, , feel that 
it only takes one to get the 
sense of the crazy fun that 
can take place. Any Wula 
veteran is likely to have one 
memory that sticks out to 
them the most, despite how 
much of the day they cannot 
remember. 

Personally, I’ve never had 
a particularly “wild Wula,” 
but oh, the things I have 
seen. I’ve been around peo-
ple passed out by the Mill 
Stream; I’ve kicked intoxi-
cated comrades out of the 
Bistro; I’ve put friends to bed 
at 6 p.m. You might think 
I’ve seen it all by now, but 
I know that there are more 
great stories on the horizon. 

Beyond the silly stories 
of who has done what, the 
experiences , reflect on the 
most in my senior year have 
more to do with the atmo-
sphere that is created by the 
music itself. The amount of 
performances that are com-
piled each year has always 
astounded me. 

Despite the diverse tastes 
in music among Willamette 
students, there is usually 
something for everyone at 

Wulapalooza, from student 
bands to the featured line-
ups. I have had so much 
fun watching rap battles fol-
lowed by folk bands inviting 
friends to sing on stage with 
them. I enjoy hearing cov-
ers of music ranging from 
screamo bands to my favor-
ite Daft Punk song (“Digital 
Love,” FYI). I was blown 
away by the violin-playing 
God, Kishi Bashi.  I’ve been 
a part of the crazy mosh-pit 
crowd jumping around to 
Moonhooch’s energetic, sax-
ophone dance music until I 
couldn’t breathe. 

These are my favorite 
Wula moments: where I am 
completely submerged in 
the musical atmosphere. 

So, whether craziness is 
your scene, let it be known 
that Wula can appeal to 
many. I expect this year’s 
Wula to please, just as it has 
in the past. Wula provides 
music you might not listen 
to otherwise and an opportu-
nity to talk to people you’ve 
never gotten a chance to in-
teract with before. Whether 
you plan on hula hooping in 
the sun for hours, or staying 
huddled in a tent with your 
friends to stay out of the rain, 
Wulapalooza 2k15 will, as 
have all of the years preced-
ing it, provide fantastic mem-
ories. 

vyoungba@willamette.edu

GHOSTS OF WULAS PAST
TORI YOUNGBAUER
GUEST WRITER
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WULA
“Shaprece. I just like her sound…it’s new, like a lot of 
the music I’m looking for myself. It’s a good mix of 

electronic, vocal, soft-sound.” 
-Emily Weatherford, senior

´0y dignity sail off into the sunset«” 
-Sam Hilburn, senior

People Under the Stairs! They’re from Cali. And 
I actually know them. 

- Rebecca Hayes, senior

People Under the Stairs. I listened to them before 
knowing they were coming to Wula, and I enjoy their 

music. -Miles MacClure, freshman

“The Thermals—My cousin’s in it.” 
-Jacob Henderson, freshman

“The opportunity to see everyone. Wula is one of the 
only events of the year that almost everybody comes 

to.” -Lauren Travis, senior

WHO WHAT ARE 
YOU MOST EXCITED 

TO SEE?

/

SENIOR REFLECTION

10:00–10:15 a.m. — Catbus
10:30–10:45 a.m. — Brian Highkin (band)
10:55–11:10 a.m. — Front(all)obes
11:20–11:35 a.m. — Kelsey Muller
11:45–12:00 p.m. — Bryan/Ben/Reece
12:10–12:25 p.m. — plz responder
12:35–12:50 p.m. — Slim Pickins
1:05–1:20 p.m. — Cocoa Butter Kisses
1:30–1:45 p.m. — ETS
2:00–2:15 p.m. — Shrimp–182
2:30–2:45 p.m. — Poop Stoop and the Scrattlebugs
3:00–3:15 p.m. — B@ty
3:30–3:45 p.m. — Pale Ale
4:00–4:15 p.m. — Rotten Veggies
4:30–4:45 p.m. — CATHODE
4:55–5:10 p.m. — [Deadly] Infunktion

Nako Boys: Though their name is perhaps a misnomer, as 
there are females included, this fiery seven�member collec-
tive performs hip-hop that is no holds barred and no bars 
withheld. They perform on Jackson Plaza at 3:40 p.m.

twu@willamette.edu

plz responder: With 
only a guitar and a 
keyboard, seniors Zane 
Sparling and Annika 
Hagelin craft bitter-
sweet songs that are al-
together miserable and 
beautiful. They per-
form on Brown Field at 
12:10 p.m.

 With Nick Newman singing 
and playing piano and Jason Pegis on cello, the duet (not pic-
tured) performs original works and covers that are wholly 
moving. They perform on Jackson Plaza at 11:25 a.m.



If you’ve been planning to start 

working out, but haven’t quite 

gotten around to it yet, let me tell 

you something: There is no better 

day than today. 

Working out should no longer 

be at the bottom of your priority 

list. 

Not to say it should be at the 

top, but it should be a part of your 

daily routine. No more thinking 

about it, no more complaining 

about it—just do it. 

There are plenty of reasons why 

people stop working out, but there 

are so many more reasons why 

you should start. 

Your workout can be what you 

want and therefore can be as short 

as 30 minutes, if that’s all your 

schedule allows. 

Exercise should be fun. 

7he Ney to starting is finding a 
workout that sounds enjoyable to 

you and is compatible with your 

schedule. 

In order to maintain that high-

energy and fun feeling toward your 

workout of choice, here are a few 

guidelines that might help.

First, talk to people who par-

take in your chosen activity to learn 

about the proper way to do it. For 

example, many people complain 

that running simply isn’t enjoyable, 

or the activity causes knee pain or 

stomach cramps. 

Maybe running isn’t your cup 

of tea. 

However, it is important to learn 

proper running form/techniques 

and do those to the best of your 

ability to avoid injuries before you 

give up entirely. 

Then, mix it up. 

Evaluate the workout routines 

that you’ve done in the past. 

What are the ones that make you 

cringe? Which made you feel 

good and strong?

There are lots of ways to make 

your daily workout feel exciting 

and challenging, leaving that mun-

dane, chore-like feeling behind. 

+ere’s a list of different activi-
ties that you may not have thought 

were an option and could be quite 

fun for you. 

To start, ease into it. Don’t go 

too hard or too fast. There is no 

need to shy away from activity.

croberts@willamette.edu

Until three years ago, I thought ultimate 

frisbee was just a game PE teachers made 

up, liNe capture the flag or dodgeball. 
But after coming to Willamette and see-

ing the intensity, passion, skill and hard 

work fans of the game bring to their practic-

es three days a week, all year-round, I know 

that ultimate is the real deal. 

Played seven on seven, ultimate is a no 

contact, continuous-play sport and is self-

refereed, relying on the fair play and good 

sportsmanship of every player. 

The objective of the game is to score by 

passing the disc into the opposing team’s 

end zone. The player in possession of the 

disc cannot run, but instead must pass to the 

remaining � receivers on the field. 
6ometimes , find it difficult to walN and 

drink water at the same time, let alone throw 

a plastic disc to a moving target. 

From an outsider’s perspective, ulti-

mate Frisbee is a strange athletic mishmash: 

played on what looks like a minimalistic 

football field with the fluidity of soccer and 
the fast pace of basketball, it has the poten-

tial to appeal to all sports fans. 

And like lacrosse and water polo, it is 

quickly invading the West Coast. 

“California is a hotbed for ultimate,” 

men’s club captain Erik Sandersen said. “It’s 

becoming a huge sport. Last time I checked, 

it’s the fastest growing youth sport behind 

either rugby or lacrosse.”

According to USA Ultimate, the sport is 

played in more than 42 countries and, as of 

2012, has over 35,000 members. There are 

even professional ultimate teams nation-

wide, including the Portland Stags and the 

Seattle Rainmakers. 

But the most mind-blowing indication of 

the sport’s growing popularity is that more 

Frisbees are sold each year than footballs, 

baseballs and basketballs combined, an esti-

mation that comes from the Centers for Dis-

ease Control. 

Sandersen, who has been playing ulti-

mate Frisbee since sixth grade, was captain 

of his high school team for two years, an ac-

complishment made even more impressive 

by the fact that during his four years on the 

team, they won state championships twice. 

Clearly there is something about this dis-

tinctive sport that inspires lasting love and 

dedication. Junior Jackson Waite-Himmel-

wright, another veteran player on the men’s 

club team, says that the beauty of the sport 

is in the game itself. 

´,t has beautiful flow, complicated tactics 
and is just thoroughly enjoyable to play,” he 

said.

So if you’re looking to try something new 

and haven’t collapsed from stress or lack of 

sleep in these last few weeks of school, the 

men’s and women’s ultimate Frisbee club 

always welcomes interested players, regard-

less of experience. 

The club practices on Mondays at 8:30 

p.m. and Wednesdays at 7 p.m., and scrim-

mages on the quad on Friday afternoons. 

 

arisolo@willamette.edu
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Take a micro adventure, make macro memories 
CONTINUED from Page 1

The best time to start 

working out? Yesterday
Ultimate: Not just for chill bros 

Go to the soccer field and 
learn what times people come 

to play a pick-up game.  Join 

them!

Join a climbing gym—

there’s even one in Salem.

Rent a bike from the bike 

shop on campus and take long 

rides to the farm or valley of 

Salem. Venture out and learn 

new bike paths and routes. 

You might also come to ap-

preciate Salem just a little 

more than you thought.

Join the Salem YMCA to 

get access to their dance and 

exercise classes. 7hey offer ev-

erything from yoga to cycling 

to Zumba, and the monthly 

price is discounted for college 

students.

Buy a hula hoop and look 

up ways to use it to exercise. 

There are guides all over the 

Internet on how to hula hoop 

to stay fit�

1.

5.

4.

3.

2.

Think Big. Allow 

your mind to wan-

der and your imagination 

to get carried away.

Think Small. What’s 

the first tiny step 
you need to take in order 

to get going?

Start small!

But do start!

1.

4.

3.

2.

BASE CAMP SALEM—214 ft: Wake up to the birds chirping—but still 
make it to your 8 a.m. on time.

7he men’s and women’s 8ltimate clubs welcome those of all skill leYels and athletic 
abilities, and play intercollegiate games and tournaments.

KELLIE STANDISH

KELLIE STANDISH

MIKE RHINE

Even my roommate’s sister 

is snow camping on Mount 

Hood, and I’m stuck in the li-

brary? 

The reality is that as much as 

I, or anyone, might love being 

outdoors, it isn’t always fea-

sible to be climbing mountains 

on the other side of the world, 

or even spend every weekend 

backpacking at the Gorge. 

The more time I spend 

working in the library, the 

more I’ve been thinking about 

this. That’s when I came 

across an article about the Na-

tional Geographic Adventurer 

of the Year for 2012, Alastair 

Humphreys. 

Unlike others praised for 

their treks across the world, his 

accolades for the year took a 

different route. 
It’s something he calls mi-

croadventure. 

Just because a schedule only 

allows for microadventure 

doesn’t mean that it’s any less 

of an adventure. 

$dventure is about finding 
something new and exhilarat-

ing, removing yourself from 

your comfort zone and plac-

ing yourself in what John Bur-

roughs calls “direct and imme-

diate contact with things, life 

with the false wrappings torn 

away.” 

Removing yourself from the 

overstimulation of everyday 

life, even for 15 minutes, al-

lows us to approach the world 

with an open mind, willing to 

experience and actually appre-

ciate all that it has to offer. 
It is a refresh button for our 

very busy lives, and the best 

part is that anyone can partici-

pate Humphrey said. 

This isn’t just for the profes-

sional athletes and Instagram 

stars, but the “normal people.” 

It’s for those students usually 

stuck in the library on a Sun-

day evening. 

It only requires that you 

think outside of the box and 

open your mind to the joy that 

comes from taking a moment 

away from regular life.

Humphrey’s four steps 
to microadventure: 

Even Salem can be a spot 

for microadventure. 

From pitching a tent in 

your backyard or the quad 

(it’s been done before), bik-

ing to Minto-Brown park or 

the town of Independence, 

jumping in the Willamette 

River (the Minto-Brown sec-

tion is nice), building a fort, 

slacklining, climbing a tree, 

walking somewhere you 

would normally drive, run-

ning until you get a little 

lost, climbing a water tower 

or walking up to watch the 

sunset from the graveyard 

on Commercial Street; there 

are plenty of opportunities 

for the adventurer in you to 

take advantage of.

The purpose is to remove 

ourselves from the over-

stimulation of our lives and 

to take the time to fully ap-

preciate the world around 

us, even if that means wak-

ing up in a tent at 7 a.m. to 

the sound of chickens and 

the train. 

Climb a hill, jump in a 

river, sleep under the stars, 

whatever you do take one 

moment this week to go on 

a microadventure

kstandis@willamette.edu



BASEBALL (20-16, 10-14 NWC)
Whitworth 5, Willamette 3: 
Each team tallied 12 hits in 
the %earcats’ loss to the 3i-
rates on Saturday. Senior 
+unter *allant went � for 
� with a run� senior -ordan 
Ramp went 2 for � with 
an RBI and senior Rolenn 
+imuro was 2 for � with a 
run scored. 
Whitworth 8, Willamette 7: 
Senior Tiras Koon hit a 
two�run home run in the 
third inning, his 11th of 
the season� to giYe the 
%earcats a �²2 lead in the 
second game of the dou-
bleheader on Saturday, 
but the Bearcats ultimately 
fell to the Pirates. Koon 
was � for � with a run and 
three R%,s� +imuro was � 
for � with three R%,s and 
*allant was 2 for � with 
two runs and an R%,. :il-
lamette lost the last game 
of the series the following 
day, though Koon tallied 
yet another homer in the 
loss.

GOLF
Willamette Spring Thaw: 
For the men, senior Ryan 
.ukula recorded a ���
hole score of 149 to place 
Àfth indiYidually and lead 
the Bearcats to a second 
place tie in the team stand-
ings at the tournament last 
weekend. /inÀeld took Àrst 
place with a team score of 
���� while :illamette and 
*eorge )o[ followed with 
team scores of �20. Soph-
omore Peter Mitzel tied 
for ninth indiYidually with 
a score of 155 and sopho-
more Collin Fuller scored 
157 to place 11th.
)or the women’s team� -u-
nior Taneesh Sra scored 
��� in �� holes to take 

Àrst place at last week-
end’s tournament� while 
teammate senior Letty 
*allup shot ��� to take 
second place in the indi-
Yidual standings. +ow-
eYer� the %earcats Must 
barely slipped to /inÀeld in 
the team standings� who 
pulled away in the second 
round of the tournament 
and posted a Ànal team 
score of ���. Sra was 
named 1:C :omen’s 
Golf Student-Athlete of the 
:eek for winning the indi-
Yidual title.

SOFTBALL (16-22, 13-15 NWC)
Willamette 1, Linfield 0:  
Sophomore -ade Smith 
threw a complete game 
shutout in the %earcats’ 
Àrst game on Saturday� 
striking out seYen and al-
lowing Must three hits. 7he 
only run of the game came 
when Munior Myranda 
Ramirez scored on a sin-
gle by senior Amanda Ab-
sher. Willamette dropped 
the next three games of 
the series to the Wildcats 
to end their season.

ROWING
NWC Rowing Championship: 
The Bearcats competed 
in the Àrst�eYer 1orth-
west Conference Rowing 
Championship in Van-
couYer� :A on Sunday� 
placing fourth in the team 
standings. )iYe teams 
competed� with 3uget 
Sound taking the team 
title. :illamette Ànished in 
front of 3aciÀc.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Kris Bryant, a 23-year-old baseball 

phenom and the second coming of 

Babe Ruth, made his Major League de-

but last week. This is a big deal for a 

few reasons.

First, Bryant is one of the best home 

run hitters this game has ever seen, 

as far as amateur and minor league 

baseball goes. The numbers are mind-

boggling. 

When Bryant was a senior at the 

University of San Diego, he led the na-

tion in home runs with 31. 

To put that in perspective, Willa-

mette’s own Tiras Koon is tied for the 

NCAA Division III national lead, and 

tied for third most in the nation across 

all NCAA divisions—and he has 12. 

Tiras is an amazing hitter and it 

seems like he hits two every game, but 

there are only three games left in the 

season.

Reason number two why Bryant 

getting called up is a big deal is a little 

more personal—to me, at least. 

It marks a day that I never thought 

would come.  I can’t believe it is here, 

in fact.  

Bryant is 23 years old, and he is now 

the fifth youngest person in the 0aMor 
Leagues. This means that Major Leagu-

ers, guys that I look up to and are big-

ger than life to me, are now basically 

my age. This is a sad realization.  

When I was little, I used to compare 

the age of players with my dad’s age.  

They’ve always seemed hella old—

after all, they have always been taller 

than me, stronger than me and faster 

than me…basically better than me at 

every facet of the sport. 

But it never bothered me.  

They are older, that’s how I’ll be 

when I’m that age!

It has been happening for years now, 

I just haven’t wanted to acknowledge 

it. 1ational’s outfielder %ryce +arper 
was on the cover of Sports Illustrated 

when he was 16. I was 15. I saw that 

and I thought, “OK, I have some work 

to do.” 

Harper won the National League 

Rookie of the Year award when he was 

19 and while I was playing high school 

baseball. I am currently 21 and still 

have a lot of work to do.

I can’t get over this realization. 

Marcus Mariota is 21 years old. 

Johnny Football is 22. These athletes 

are idolized by people our age, but I 

can’t bring myself to do it. 

My favorite college team is the Wil-

lamette Bearcats. I also like Cal, Holy 

Names, Saint Mary’s, Colorado State 

and many other schools, because I 

have friends that play sports there. 

%ut it’s different when ,’m watching, 
say, the March Madness tournament.

Some of those guys graduated high 

school two whole years after me. It 

Nind of pissed me off, to be honest.
Plus, now I don’t think I will ever 

spend my money on a player jersey. 

Now that I’m the same age as the 

players, why would I wear a shirt that 

has a name other than my own on the 

back? (Though a Tyler Olson replica 

jersey would be badass, I wouldn’t 

wear it.)

Now, unless I grow 4 inches, gain 

30 pounds, drop, like, 2 full seconds 

off of my �0�yard dash and somehow 
learn to hit a 95 mph fastball and 87 

mph slider, it doesn’t look like I’ll be 

playing against Kris Bryant and Bryce 

Harper any time soon. 

That sucks. 

But it has to be a part of growing up, 

I guess.

gclary@willamette.edu
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NBA
7he playoffs have begun, so here’s 

a quick summary of how it all started. 

In the West, Golden State won their 

first game over the 3elicans, which is 
still a terrible name for a sports team. 

Portland’s injuries combined with 

Memphis’ physicality suggest it’s go-

ing to be a long series for the Trail Blaz-

ers. 0emphis won the first game easily. 
The third-seeded Clippers are fac-

ing the sixth-seed Spurs, who are better 

than your run-of-the-mill sixth seed. So 

that sucks for the Clipps. 

7hey managed to win the first game 
anyway, and their cool new owner was 

happy. 

Houston is playing Dallas, which 

is cool because they are in-state ri-

vals. In the East, Atlanta is playing 

%rooNlyn and the +awNs tooN the first 
game. Drake is pissed because Toronto 

dropped its first game to the Wi]ards. 
Well, actually, he solved the problem 

by becoming to a Wizards fan for the 

night. 

Chicago beat the Milwaukee Bucks 

and Derrick Rose played the whole 

game (side note: he also played well). 

Cleveland won over Boston. They have 

LeBron and everyone in the East is 

lame so ,’m sure the &avs will be fine. 
Since the Collegian pays me some 

money to write about sports, I am clear-

ly an expert, so I am going to grace you 

with my prediction for the playoffs. 
Atlanta will play Cleveland for the 

(astern conference finals and /e%ron 
will beat the Hawks to advance to the 

1%$ finals. 
Golden State will play the Clippers 

and Steph Curry will forget how to 

miss, propelling the Warriors into the 

finals. .lay 7hompson will maNe some 
shots too, which will be enough for the 

Warriors to beat LeBron. 

Yes, I am picking the team with the 

best record in the NBA. That’s what ex-

perts do. 

MLB  

Baseball is heating up, web gems are 

being made, bombs are being struck; 

life is pretty good. Here’s some random 

stuff going on, with very poor transitions 
throughout. 

The Dodgers are on a seven-game 

win streak; they are good. The Giants are 

1–9 in their last 10 games; they aren’t so 

good. 

-on /ester can’t throw a ball to first, so 
he threw his entire glove over there and 

it worked. Alex Rodriguez hit a ball re-

ally, really far. 

I hate Alex Rodriguez. 

7wo teams that are in first as of 0on-

day that you didn’t know about: Hous-

ton Astros and the New York Mets. 

Don’t worry, it’s a long season, they’ll 

be bad again soon. 

NFL
Tim Tebow signed with the Eagles. I 

don’t care and neither should you. 

MLS
The Timbers played a game at Yankee 

Stadium and won 1–0 because of a goal 

from Dairon Asprilla. That’s pretty cool! 

+owever, they are tied for fifth«out of 
10… 

I cannot emphasize enough how aver-

age they are. 

blepire@willamette.edu

BLAKE LEPIRE
STAFF WRITER

What’s my 

age again?
GORDIE
CLARY

COLUMNIST

Tennis ends 
,n the final weeN of the 

men’s and women’s tennis 

seasons, both teams saw 

impressive performances 

from each of their lone se-

niors, as both Denise Pol-

tavski and Jack Schreiber 

finished their Willamette 
careers on top.

Despite falling to 

George Fox Universi-

ty 8–1, the men’s team 

fought valiantly, led by 

Schreiber, who picked up 

Willamette’s only victory 

of the match with a 6–4, 

7–6 (7–2) win at the No. 2 

singles spot.

´-acN finished the sea-

son so strong, starting 

with his comeback win at 

Caltech [on March 25],”  

Willamette head coach 

Rick Wood said in an inter-

view with Willamette ath-

letics. “Today was another 

battle with both teams 

cheering every point.”

Other big contributors 

to the 2015 spring season 

for the men were junior 

Blake Brash, junior Gun-

nar Lee and freshman Ja-

cob Blaisdell. 

Combined, all three 

achieved 17 singles wins 

as everyone played multi-

ple positions in a challeng-

ing season.

In particular, Brash reg-

istered a positive 5–3 re-

cord in No. 4 singles, while 

the duo of him and junior 

Sam Wexman earned a 4–2 

record in No. 2 doubles.

On the season, Sch-

reiber finished with seven 
victories, five of which 
came from No. 2 singles. 

“My mindset was to 

leave nothing in the tank 

and to enjoy the matches 

as much as I can,” he said, 

after the final match. ´, 
wanted to finish off my 
career as strongly as I 

could for myself and my 

teammates.”

As for the women’s team, 

they also graduated one of 

their best in Poltavski.

A two-time First Team 

All-Northwest Confer-

ence selection and having 

won 11 matches this sea-

son, Poltavski maintained 

her hot streak coming into 

her final weeNend, coming 
from behind to garner the 

victory.

In the No. 1 singles 

match against George Fox, 

she rallied past her oppo-

nent after dropping the 

first set. 
Poltavski won the 

second set and then tri-

umphed in a super tie-

breaker played instead of 

a third set, finishing her 
illustrious career with a 

win, 1–6, 6–3, 10–4.

´7he first half of my 
match was tough. I lost 

the first set and was down 
3-1 in the second set,” Pol-

tavski said. “But I never 

lost confidence that , 
would win. I just focused 

on the next point.”

Having ended her ca-

reer on a positive note, 

Poltavski also had some-

thing to say to her team 

after her final match as a 
Bearcat. 

“I look forward to see-

ing them develop through-

out their college careers,” 

she said. “I couldn’t have 

asked for a better team for 

my last season.”

egidding@willamette.edu

EVAN GIDDINGS
STAFF WRITER
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If you think you’re a rebel, you’re not

We’ve all been rebels at 
some point in our lives, at 
least in our minds. 

Sometimes that means 
just dying our hair pink in 
high school, but even that 
action is admirable—taking 
a stand for something (even 
something cosmetic) is au-
thentic and purposeful. 

We should question, how-
ever, what the purpose is to 
being a “rebel.” What does 
it mean to rebel against soci-
ety? 

A rebel is someone who 
feels that the framework of 
society does not serve its in-
tended purpose or is actually 
a detriment to human exis-
tence as a whole, whether for 
individuals or the collective. 
7hey fight against a system 

or a way of life they feel they 
would have been forced to 
accept had they not taken ac-
tion.

Deep down, we all want to 
be rebels. We revel in chanc-
es to differentiate ourselves 

from the rest of society, in or-
der to promote our own self-
worth or because we want to 
act as individuals.

2ne thing , find hilarious 
is the constant demonstra-
tion of rebellion in politics—
if you listen closely, both 
liberals and conservatives 
frequently frame themselves 
as going against the status 
quo, even though their con-

ventional political opinions 
make up the status quo.

We feel a need to oppose 
majority viewpoints—most-
ly because we feel that fit-
ting into a crowd is some-
thing that we shouldn’t do, 

because we run the risk of 
seeming like someone who 
can’t think for themselves.

The irony is that the major-
ity of people think this way, 
and this inevitably becomes 
a society of people who think 
they’re all individuals.

Rebellion to the average 
person means “carving a 
niche where you feel supe-
rior to others.” 

I’m sorry to say that isn’t 
rebellion in the slightest. It’s 
simply playing into typical 
American thinking, because 
we exist in a system that 
supposedly is built on that 
same way of thinking—what 
we know as the American 
dream.

How does one rebel then? 
Well, it does involve having 
an individualistic sense of 
thought, but it doesn’t in-
volve watching semi-unpop-
ular TV shows or drinking 
different brands of beer.

A real, sincere rebel is a 
rebel not by choice but by 
accident. They analyze their 
situation from a sincere point 
of view and they then act ac-
cordingly to oppose said sys-
tem.

In this sense, a rebel has 
purpose—the actions that 
they take are not merely to 
seem different from every-
one else but instead meant 
to make meaningful and sin-
cere impact on a society that 
(to them) fails to live up to 
their standards.

I’m not meant to be an au-
thority on this, as it’s fairly 
clear I’m no rebel. As of now, 
I’m writing a column for 
my University’s newspaper 
about rebellion and explor-
ing exactly what that concept 
actually stands for.

The least I can say is that 
a rebel is sincere and acts au-
thentically. They are not wor-
ried about their relation to 
society as a whole—they’re 
not trying to be different, 
they’re trying to be real.

zboyden@willamette.edu

ZACK BOYDEN
COLUMNIST

”“A real, sincere rebel is 
a rebel not by choice, 
but by accident.

Do panty lines cross the line? 

 CONTINUED from Page 1

Somewhere along the 
line, it has been decided 
by the Patriarchy that to 
see a woman’s underwear 
through her pants is a turn 
off to be avoided at all 
costs, and that nothing can  
obscure the (nearly) un-
adorned female booty from 
the male gaze. 

Or the female gaze. This 
is not an issue that will be 

mentioned in any Beyoncé 
song. There is no right or 
wrong way to wear clothing, 
as long as it is propelled by 
personal choice and comfort. 

But, I am uncomfortable 
with the idea that some of 
these decisions are subcon-
sciously propelled by the 
Man. 

You could hypothetically 
fuck the patriarchy (literal-
ly or non-literally) by wear-
ing yoga pants with your 

most comfortable under-
wear, with your panty line 
streaking in the sunlight. 
Or you could wear yoga 
pants sans underwear and 
let it all hang out. Or you 
could just say “fuck pants 
in general, forever” and 
wear dresses in the freezing 
cold Oregon weather like 
our ancestresses. 

Maybe that is how you 
truly defy the status quo, the 
“everyone is doing it, so it 

must be a beauty standard” 
lurking behind every mirror 
and reflective surface. 

Do what you want, and 
know why you are doing it. 

If my education at Wil-
lamette has taught me any-
thing, it’s that knowledge is 
power only when wielded 
for the sake of self-explora-
tion, and sometimes down-
right anarchy. 

lkuhn@willamette.edu

LANCE ROSSI

JAKE SAIKI
CONTRIBUTOR

Hello Bearcats. It’s nice to be talking 
with you again. 

I’m just your average boy next door, 
looking for love in all the wrong places. 

At the moment, I am writing from 
the island of Ireland, where I have been 
studying and having the time of my life 
for the past four months experiencing 
culture shock (the light switches are 
outside the bathroom?!) after culture 
shock (there are other types of money 
than US dollars?!). 

But I jest. 
In terms of actual concerning things 

that I have experienced, conceptions 
of sexuality have by far been the most 
stressful and difficult for me while 
abroad. 

I clearly have neither the knowledge 
nor authority to speak of LGBTQA ex-
periences in all of Ireland, and my com-
plaints concern the interactions I’ve had 
with Grindr members and university 
students with strong latent worldviews 
of heteronormativity, and prescribed 
ideas of how males and females should 
behave. 

There is often an element of surprise 
and disbelief when I’m “out-ed” in the 
United States—but here in Ireland that 
surprise is more akin to becoming a Re-
publican after four years at Willamette, 
rather than admitting I don’t enjoy nuts 
in ice cream. 

Irish disbelievers often point to the 
existence of my friend Erin at my side 
as proof of my straight-ness. 

Honey, I’m gay, not allergic to vaginas. 
Another time I was walking to a pub 

with some Irish lads from choir (in Ire-
land 
hairflip
 we say ´lads” a lot), and 
they were educating me about finding 
a girl, saying, “You gotta be sure of two 
things before you go home with her. 
First, ask her if she has land, and then 
ask her if that land has road space, be-
cause that’s where the real money’s at.” 

Out of desperation to not have to 
unpack or understand what they had 
just said, I asked what sort of questions 
I should ask before taking a guy home 
and they just sort of looked like a bus 
had hit them. Here I was thinking we 
were a couple of guys bein’ dudes, and 
dudes bein’ guys, but I guess I read the 
signals wrong, because they didn’t re-
ally talk to me after that. 

7his is a difficult article to write be-
cause it’s not as if these same scenarios 
don’t happen in the States, but for me 
it’s the first time since leaving high 
school that my sexuality has been so 
unique, bizarre and surprising to so 
many young people.

Grindr has been a really depressing 
experience too as there are startlingly 
few members within a reasonable dis-
tance of me despite the size and young, 
average age of Galway residents. More 
worrisome and problematic on Irish 
Grindr is the sort of information that 
guys put on their description. 

The sort of terrifyingly racist and 
homophobic comments ranged from 
“Only Irish or American sausage for 
me, no black, or Arab” to “I’m straight-
acting, looking for the same,” or even 
“If I wanted a woman, I’d be straight. 
Be manly.” 

This is absolutely not an Irish spe-
cific problem as ,’ve seen the same and 
worse from members in the US, but it is 
far, far, far more ubiquitous here in Ire-
land from my very limited and specific 
experiences.

Slán go fóill Bearcats. While Tom Cot-
ton might tell me to “get perspective” 
and be happy I’m not getting executed, 
let’s instead celebrate the vibrant and 
accepting culture that many at W8 fight 
to expand and protect everyday. 

jsaiki@willamette.edu

Grindr 
abroad

MELE ANA KASTNER
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You cry and 
your tears 
are PANTS

My mom and I share a very intense 
and strange form of only child/single 
parent ESP.

One of us always knows when the 
other needs to talk or wants to sing 
off-key to musicals together or needs a 
strangely specific text filled with mis-
cellaneous emojis. 

She and I have far too many diffi-
cult-to-explain inside jokes and home-
made songs that we shout at each 
other. 

What it comes down to is this: I’m 
really fucking lucky because my mom 
is one of my best friends.

On Sunday, I was watching “The 
Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants” in 
my friend’s room in Belknap. For the 
record, that film is much sadder to see 
now than I ever remember it being 
when it first came out. 

The movie is a minefield of feelings. 
I mean, (SPOILER ALERT) there’s a 

twelve-year-old who dies from cancer. 
There’s a beautiful girl falling apart 
as she grapples with autonomy and 
sexuality and mental illness. There’s a 
whole lot of broken household/single 
parent/lack of father figure angst that 
always hits real close to home for me.

Basically, you think “Sisterhood of 
the Traveling Pants” won’t be able 
to touch you because you’re an adult 
who is immune to cinematic sadness 
and then—BAM!—you’re crying be-
cause some thrift-store jeans miracu-
lously fit four very different teenagers 
perfectly and help hold them together 
during the first summer they’ve spent 
apart. 

So, during an intense hospital scene 
that was ripping my heart to shreds as 
is, I get a text from my mom inform-
ing me that my great aunt had passed 
away earlier that day.

It’s always hard when people you 
know die. I don’t think that’s a thing 
that will ever get easy. 

As Tibby mourned the loss of her 
very young friend on screen, I mourn-
ed this very old person who’d existed 
on the periphery of my life from my 
perch on a secondhand couch in a col-
lege dorm. 

I cried in the unattractive and very 
obvious way that I tend to cry. 

I cried for Tibby’s loss and my own. 
I cried for my mom and my aunts and 
my family. I cried for the oldest gen-
eration of Pilusos that is slowly ceas-
ing to be. 

I cried for my own impeding de-
mise. I cried because the act of los-
ing, be it people or things or dreams 
or ideas, can strip you of your hard-
fought sense of control in this ever-
changing world.

An often unspoken fact I’ve been 
dealing with is this: Death is the larg-
est side effect of living. 

It’s inevitable and looms constantly 
on the horizon, which is a heavy bur-
den to bear as college students, but the 
truth never seems to be an easy pill to 
swallow, and I believe we’ve begun to 
outgrow sugarcoating. 

We’re coming to the end of another 
school year, Bearcats, because we’ve 
constructed our lives cyclically. But, 
just because something ends that 
doesn’t mean it’s ever really over or 
gone. 

So, this one’s for my mom and my 
late aunt Bea and those of you who 
know the inescapable ache of loss, 
but, most importantly, this is for all of 
us as we work to keep living. 

kpiluso@willamette.edu

KATE PILUSO
COLUMNIST

JOSEPH GOOD 
GUEST WRITER 

On March 31, the Pales-
tinian $uthority �3$) offi-
cially became a member of 
the International Criminal 
Court, in order to—as the 
PA so claims—prosecute 
Israeli civilian and military 
leaders for alleged crimes 
on Palestinian territory.

Though I am certainly 
no supporter of Israel’s 
settlement building activity 
in the West Bank, the PA’s 
move can only be seen as 
one of absolute hypocrisy.

As the PA asks the ICC to 
investigate alleged Israeli 
war crimes, it maintains 
a partnership established 

last fall with Hamas, an 
internationally-designated 
terrorist organization that 
has killed and injured thou-
sands of Israeli civilians in 
suicide attacks on public 
busses, elementary schools 
and restaurants.  Even 
Amnesty International de-
clared that the actions taken 
by Hamas in last summer’s 
war in Gaza constituted 
war crimes.

The even bigger irony in 
the PA’s move is that it sup-
posedly wants to prosecute 
the very Israelis on which 
it relies upon to retain 
power.  It is no secret that 
the Palestinian Author-
ity is disgustingly corrupt, 
unpopular and therefore 

weak: The leaders of their 
“resistance” drive luxury 
cars, live in mansions in a 
gated communities in Ra-
mallah separate from the 
population and steal tens 
of millions in development 
aid annually.  

This is all well docu-
mented, established fact—
just ask Abu Mazen, the 
“democratically elected” 
president of the PA (whose 
term expired in 2009) about 
the $100 million he has in 
Swiss bank accounts, or the 
European Court of Audi-
tors, which reported that 
the PA lost $2.7 billion in de-
velopment funds between 
2008 and 2012—more than 
25 percent of total allocated 

funds—due to “corruption 
and mismanagement.”

After the PA lost control 
of the Gaza strip to Hamas 
about a decade ago, it was 
the Israeli security services 
that ensured that they were 
not overthrown in the West 
Bank as well. The Israeli 
government even provides 
funding, logistical support 
and training to the Palestin-
ian Security Forces.  

Yet, the Palestinian Au-
thority states that it wants 
these very ,sraeli officials to 
face “justice.”  

7hem first.

jgood@willamette.edu

'on’t GisPiss <$

Young adult (YA) novels 
are focused on a specific age 
group. 

The target audience is 
supposed to be somewhere 
from 13- to 17-years-old. 
Accordingly, the typical 
protagonist in the genre is 
usually aged somewhere in 
those delicate teenage years, 
assumedly to be more relat-
able to the expected reader. 

The topics that are ad-
dressed—love, self-identity, 
adventure—are topics that 
are crafted to appeal to 

the developing pubescent 
mind.

Even the name of the 
genre, young adult (though 
I certainly wouldn’t have 
considered myself anything 
like an adult at the ripe old 
age of 17), narrows this par-
ticular literary market to a 
very precise group of con-
sumers.

And like most things that 
are targeted toward teenag-
ers, YA novels are mocked 
for it.

Ridiculed for being 
childish and shallow, the 
YA genre is easily dismissed 
by the most critical in the 
literary world as little more 
than instantaneously grati-

fying garbage—or, at the 
very least, nothing of sig-
nificant literary worth.

Yet somehow, this 
doesn’t stop me and many, 
many others that no lon-
ger fit the definitive young 
adult “range” from truly 
adoring them.

Critiques of this genre 
are absolutely correct: YA 
books are not as complex as 
the great literary works of 
yore. 

Authors like Rick Rior-
dan (“Percy Jackson”) and 
Suzanne Collins (“Hunger 
Games”) can never hold a 
candle to the symbolism 
and imagery of Charles 
Dickens and Mark Twain. 

YA novels often don’t reflect 
reality and end their stories 
far too neatly to truly be be-
lievable.

But you know what? 
That’s not the fucking point.

I’m familiar with Char-
lotte Brontë, Toni Morrison, 
Victor Hugo and John Stein-
beck. 

Yes, sometimes these 
great historical authors say 
things of such profound 
wisdom that it shifts my en-
tire perspective on an issue. 

But, ultimately, the effect 
these stories have on me, as 
an individual person mak-
ing my way in the world, 
is sorely limited outside the 
classroom.

This is where the impact 
of YA novels takes a signifi-
cantly different route than 
their culture-worthy coun-
terparts. 

No one is trying to claim 
that YA books are the stuff 
of literary legend. 

But they hold their own 
importance. In this realm 
of imagination, there is no 
need to limit ourselves to 
the painfully average so-
cial conventions of realism. 
The reason YA novels tend 
to end neatly is there is no 
reason to think that happy 
endings aren’t possible. We 
are not in reality anymore.

These are stories about 
the teenagers we all thought 
we could be—rebels against 
authority. 

YA books are about teen-
agers struggling against 
parents, government, cul-
tural roles, expectations, 
prejudice, murderers, ty-
rants, teachers, robbers and 
themselves. 

They are about hardships 
and heartbreak and burden 
and overcoming it all. They 
are about kids—young 
adults, if we must—trying 
to understand themselves 
and their place in the world, 
and succeeding.

People want to read this. 
Because if they can man-

age to do that in their fan-
tastically difficult and dan-
gerous world, then surely 
we can, too.

YA novels may not be 
things of literary treasure. 

But they have an equally 
important purpose.

Hope.

mmeeks@willamette.edu

CAMERON BEAN

MARJORIE MEEKS
COLUMNIST

Should Palestine see their day in court? 
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ADVERTISEMENT

Scoot or die

We invite you to submit letters to 
the editor. Letters are limited to 150 

words, must include your name 
and must be submitted by Monday 

at noon on the week of intended 
publication. 

The Collegian reserves the right to edit 
for length and clarity. Please email 

letters to <zsparlin>.

Letters to the Editor Corrections:
The Collegian invites its readers to 
submit corrections for publication. 
Errors found in print can be sent 
to <zsparlin> and will be corrected 
in the next edition of the paper.

amAZEING 
sTART 

Finish

MELE ANA KASTNER

ADVERTISEMENT

.ŗOia

MELE ANA KASTNER
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