How’s Our Health?

Each year in our nation’s capital, Worldwatch Institute publishes its State of the

World Report. Here in Oregon, the state’s Progress Board periodically issues its

Benchmarks. This report card tells us—in part—how close we are to healing our environ-
ment. Left unanswered are more fundamental questions such as: How many acres of
parks per resident? Are the government’s standards strict enough? How much does the
cost of land take from the average resident’s income? And, most basic, is leisure time

growing or not? Despite its shortcomings, this list contains good news and a few surprises.
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From Oregon Shines 11: Updating Oregon’s Strategic Plan: A Report to The People of Oregon From The Oregon Progress Board
& The Governor’s Oregon Shines Task Force (Salem, May 1997), page 78.
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Besides urban planning, another casu-
alty was a Nike employee. Armed with
detailed charts and maps, Trip Allen urged
Beaverton to stick to the plan. He was
warned not to continue his public state-
ments, and shortly afterward quit the com-
pany. Nike fired Chuck Carpenter after he
took time to serve as a legislator, even
though Oregon law prohibits such dis-
missals. Mr. Carpenter accepted a settle-
ment from the company.
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While waiting at Nike to discuss his
case, Carpenter came across a book. The
introduction was by Phil Knight. He noted
that corporations are the true seat of power
and governments must recognize that face.
Judging by recent history, Oregon has. On
paper, states govern those who incorporate
within their boundaries. Yet in reality, cor-
porations use states as foils. As John Dewey
said many years ago, “Politics is the shadow
cast over society by Big Business.” The tail
is wagging the dog. If activists are to nur-
ture a conscience in corporations, they will
have to do it without the weight of the state
behind them.

Max White, a volunteer for Amnesty
International and the East Timor Action
Network, is the founding coordinator of
Justice. Do It, Nike. They can be reached at
PO Box 219231, Portland OR 97225;
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