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Except perhaps for the nyth-
icd nouta ntop hermit, paitics
natters. Inthe dassic dffintion,
it is the process wereby we
decide who gets what, when,
and how Therefare the pditicd
is persond i.e every aspect
o ou lives, even the nost pri -
vate, is shaped by the pdicies
and actions of governnent, of
busi nesses, of non-profit organ -
zaias, o phic ad private imstituias, ad o the
nasses of our fellowcitizens.

Fomthis premse fdlow three cordlaries. Frst,
vwhat ever our guiding principles mne are freedom
eqdity, didxity, and rationdity we can only
inplenent them if a dl, throuwh the pditica
process. Second, the less we exert or pditica influ-
ece, the nore the influence of others wll court.
Third, the quaity of pudic paicy depends on the
qeity o theimusinothe pditicd process.

| have been pditicaly active for over tventy years,
since | was a teenager, because | feel conpassion
for others and because | see the quality of ny own
life as deepy intertwned wth that of every ather
hunan being. Injustice anywhere is athreat to jus-
tice everywhere , asserted Dr. Mrtin Luther Kng,
J.; vecoudadd that pdlution aywhere is athreat
to a livable environnent everywhere, econonic
instability aywhere is athrest to econonic staaility
everywere, bigotry awywere is a threat to tder-
ance everywhere, and so on.

| often despair, as | behdd the tides of igno-
rance, stupidity, irraiadity, and sdfish greed
Each tine, however, ny confidence is restored by
a few bright, conpassionate, and conmitted indi -
viduals. They span the gamut of soci o-econonic,
ethnic, and persona characteristics, but they share
the ability to think i ndependently; envision a better
verld idetify, diagnose, and sol ve probl ens; and
lead or inspire others. Wat they often lack is a
venue for fully articuating their argunents and
their vision, sharing themwth a large aud ence,
and debating them wth others who are equaly
capable of thinking clearly about public af fairs ad
who are equal Iy inclined to nake their views public.

Gegon s Future is this vene It seeks to foster
sincere debate and pragnatic probl emsol ving
revea ing consensus Were it exists and, were it is
absent, clarifying wy. In shat, it is bt axther
neans to the end | have aways pursued: a better
sciety, i.e oe that is nore freg just, compes-
siomate, rationd, and sustainad e

by Matteo
G. Luccio
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Fairness on the Farm

Roberto Franco s article Wo Mkes the Grden Gow? (Qegon s
Riture, Sunmer 1999) paints an inconplete picture and perpetuates
sone nyths about agricultura |abor in Gegon.

Frst, asserting that farners net inconeis drectly prgportiod tothe
vaue of their crops shows little understandng of agricuture. Farners,
innost instances, are price takers, wth no opportunity o adility to
establishthesdlingprice of their crop onthe narket. Ufortunatdy, the
farners cost of production including nachinery, land, huldngs, ad
other equipnent are fixed. Mt growers borrow noney fromlenders
to cover their variable annual operating expenses, such as seed, pes-
tidas fatilizar, and labor. Bespitemllios insdes, there nay ke little
net incone |eft after expenses. Farners costs have risen over 15 per -
cent since 1992 vhile the prices they receive for their comadities has
actual |y gone down.

In 1997, according to the latest Qensus of Agricuture, Oegon
goers sdod B hillionof agicudturad products. They spert £ 2 billion
to produce these conmodities. The average net incone gr oss
incone mnus all operating expenses per farm for 1997 was
$21,384. Qperating expenses do not include principal paynents for
land and equi pnent. Ater dl of these costs are deducted very littleis
left to pay for famly living expenses. That is wiy nost of Qegon s
farners or their spouses a so work of f the farm

In 1997, Oegon s farners paid $625 nillion in sal aries and vages
for hired farmvorkers. That is 24 percent of total farmexpenses and
the highest single category of farmproduction costs. In nany coun-
tiesinthe Wllanette Va | ey vhere nursery and field crops are gromn,
| abor al one accounts for 30 to 45 percent of producti on expenses
nore than is spent on seed, fertilizer, fuds, rent and property taxes
toget her .

Sone woul d have us believe that there are fewif any laws protecting
farmworkers and that even those are not enforced. Both assertions
are not substantiated by the facts.

The sane |avs and restrictions apdy to hiring mnors and adults for
seasonal vork; whether they are neighbor kids or migrants nakes no
df ference. Al provisions of state and federal hunan rights and non
discrinination lavws apply, includng prohibitions agai nst d scrimnetion
based on race, coor, agg sex, rdigon, dsaility ad naritd staus.
Farm enpl oyers are required to train enployees in the safe use of
equi pnrent and chenical s, provide protective equi pnent and dahing,
post notices and keep records of chemical applications, and provide
decontannation facilities, to nane a few

The Gegon Departnent of Agriculture s handobook of rues for farners
is over 100 pages | ong and the Gregon Gcupational Health and Safety
Dvision has 683 pages of rues that farners nost folowto pratect farm
enpl oyees. Both state and federal agencies enforce these | avs.

Qegon farners have al so taken steps to deal wth nisunderstand-
ings wth farm workers. Paolo and Mrta Gurcia (503-9381-8042)
operate a grower-funded on the ground ontudsnman programout of
the Wodburn-based House of Zion Church. Gill themand find out
about sone positive things being done. The Gegon Departnent of
Agriculture operates a nediation program for |abor disputes that
involve fornal conplaints filed through the Gregon Legal Services
Qrporation. Quit of 30 cases handled in the past tw to three years,
95 percent have been settled in nediation. This is an extrengly suc-
cessfu programthat has benefited al parties invoved by avoiding
protracted litigation thet is costly ad generdly ends wthout e ther
party being fuly satisfied
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Frdly, Qegon farmworkers are anong the highest paid in
the the nation. In Juy 1999, the nost recent data availabl e,
farmworkers in Gegon and Washi ngt on averaged over eight
dolars per hour. That is about the sane as preschool
teachers. Jobs requiring nore skill and experi ence can pay up
to $17.22/hr . Experienced tree and vineyard pruners average
$12.94/hr. Workers doing spraying and application of chem -
cas average $12.35/hr. Farm equi pnent operators earned
$.53hr. In no case can a worker be paid | ess than Gregon s
highest-in-the-nation nmininum wage of $6.50/hr. In nany
Qegon communities college-age students and other non-
mgrants work on farns because the pay is better than for jobs
inrgal o fast food

The bottom line is this: Oegon s famly farners know
better than anyone the inportance of areliable work force to
care for and harvest our nation s crops. The consuners who
enjoy year-round fresh produce and abundance in all types
of foods nay never redlize it, but you can bet your |oca
farner does.

Dave Ollon

Gommuni cations DO rector

QO egon Far m Bur eau

Qegon s Future encourages readers to respond to
aticles ve pidish. Sed letters to the address on the

E hi cs and e- conmer ce

fs the Internet becones the latest panacea for this country s
ills ad the pdic s faith in the Dow Jones Industrid Average
cinbs as fast as the average itsdf, it was refreshing to read
Gordon DOckey s article  Rosperity and Roverty in Qegon
(Oegon s Future, Summer 1999).

D ckey touches on the underside of the stock narket boom
and of the supposedy shrinking unenploynent rate an
underside that nest of us seemwlling toigiore. The rising tide
inOegonadintherest of the country has nat raised al ships.
In fact, nany of themhave been chained to the bottomof the
sea and are bei ng sucked under the waves.

O perhaps ve honestly fail to see the dark side of the boom
We seemto have been so seduced by the el egance of such
vords as synergy and stock split that we are unable to recog-
nze o act to avert these sinple facts. The witten vord wil
Oefeat theilliterate as thoroughly on the web page as it has on
the book page. The nasses who have nothing to do wth the
stock narket wll strugge dl the sane to feed their children and
nake it to work on tine, regardess of the perfornance of
Warren B fé s potfdia

We nay well be a healthy society. W nay not. Ether way,
the health of this society has nuch less to do wth econonic
prosperity than wth whether we use things and | ove peopl e, or
Vi ce versa

lan Gawford

Tigard

Rease donat cut ot thisad copy it instead This will leave the nagazine intact for athers to enjoy and the ad for athers to copy.

You aeinvitedtojanone o the nost e fedtive
vol unteer groups active today.

League of Wnen Voiers of Rxtland

Join ! AVoice for Gtizens! AForce for (hangel

921 SWMrrison &.

Name
Addr ess
Sgn M W!
[] $55.00 Sngle
Menber shi p Phone Nunber
[] $82.50 Househol d
Menber shi p Ml ta LWP
[] $40.00 Limted | ncome #410

Menber shi p

Jononline a oo vesite
www, | wypdx. org

Portland, AR 97205

For infornation on the League in your conmunity call 503-581-5722 (in Sal en).
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