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Roxane Gay: Diversity, trigger warnings and Beyonce

IRIS DOWD
STAFF WRITER

Self-described Bad Feminist
Roxane Gay gave the Fall Atkinson
lecture on Tuesday, Oct. 4, bringing
her signature combination of hu-
mour, sass and stinging social cri-
tique.

She spent a large part of the event
reading from her work, but left
time at the end for questions. Top-
ics ranged from her description of
her crush on a “very attractive UPS
man,” to her experience as a first-
time professor, to how to be friends
with other women, to trigger warn-
ings and, of course, Beyonce.

On female friendships, she wrote
about not allowing them to become
“bitchy, toxic or competitive.” In-
stead, she emphasized the idea of
supporting and empowering one an-
other, and differentiating between
constructive criticism and “tearing
down cruelly.”

Her position on trigger warn-
ings is an uncommon one, and she
doesn’t believe in them.

“I don’t believe in safety,” Gay
said. “People want to be safe. We
want and need to pretend this is
possible.”

See BAD FEMINIST Page 2

Fall Atkinson Lecturer Roxane Gay shares anecdotes from her work with students on Oct. 4.

Football still in the
running for NWC title

Choosing my own identity:
(Gender pronouns matter

MADDEN OTT
CONTRIBUTOR

Pronouns are a hot topic of debate
and discussion lately, and people seem
to be arguing passionately on both
sides. For the first time in the histo-
ry of our culture, it’s no longer best to
assume you know someone elses’ pre-
ferred pronoun in any and all situa-
tions. Many people feel attacked; they
feel that things have gotten so politi-
cally correct now that it’s impossible
to speak freely anymore.

Since we've all grown up in a cul-
ture where those we perceive as wom-
en are always “she” and those we per-
ceive as men are always “he,” it makes
sense why suddenly having a notion
so deeply entrenched in our commu-
nication challenged is uncomfortable
for some people. Yet here’s the thing:
it’s not inherently bad to be uncom-
fortable. That’s how we grow.

Society never got anywhere by mak-
ing sure everyone was comfortable the
whole time; in order to get where we
are today, there had to be revolutions,
protests and near-constant challeng-
es to the status quo by the oppressed
and the marginalized.

Like culture, language evolves and
changes over time. No matter how

After a tough loss to PLU on Saturday, the Bearcats look to beat linfield on the road this coming

Saturday, Oct. 1 See WILLAMETTE Page 8

set-in-stone it seems, culture is all

made up, all constructed. It can be
changed. The singular “they” may not
be ubiquitous throughout the English
language, but it’s been in use since
Shakespeare’s time.

Some people use words they them-
selves make up as pronouns. Again,
Shakespeare made up dozens and doz-
ens of words, and no one questions it
the way they question neo-pronouns
today. You can look at it academically
in fields other than those dedicated
specifically to it.

My perspective on this matter
comes from my background as a trans-
gender anthropology/sociology dou-
ble major. The way I see the world is
through the lens of a social scientist.
When I think about language, the first
thing that comes to my mind is the
Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis, a relatively
simple concept in both fields. Essen-
tially, it says that language affects (and
reflects) worldview. We have sepa-
rate names for red and orange, but in
some cultures, they’re the same color,
just as burgundy and scarlet are both
red. So the way people who live there
view color is different from our way of
viewing it, and this is tied in with the
language we use to refer to color.

See CORRECT Page 10
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Administrators

visit ASWU

GIANNI MARABELLA
NEWS EDITOR

Dean of the College of Liberal Arts
Ruth Feingold and Vice President of
Campus Life Ed Whipple attended last
week’s ASWU meeting to discuss their
positions within the University and
their plans for the future.

Similar to last week when Pres-
ident Stephen Thorsett came to the
meeting, students on senate expressed
their concerns in terms of correcting
the issues with transparency that the
school struggled with last year.

“Dialogue between students and
faculty and the community has to take
place,” Whipple said. “I wasn't here
last year, but I know the President is
dedicated to that.”

Feingold also wanted to encourage
students to be willing to work things
out with the administration before
taking drastic action.

“Sometimes a decision is made
that seems basic, simple, and yet it be-
comes a big deal and that can be a real
surprise. Don’t assume you're being
shut out: let it be a chance for change.”

Whipple explained that having a
transparent system of government is
important, but that there will inevi-
tably be situations that have to remain
classified, and that he hopes that stu-
dents can understand that without
seeing it as a breach of trust.

“The key is to move ahead,” Whip-
ple said. “We all have a stake in this
and we all need to do our parts to make
this better.”

Senior Senator Kate Steffy asked
about rumors saying that Sparks Cen-
ter will be cutting back on its hours.

“If we have the money, we'll keep
it open,” said Whipple. “But there are
safety concerns. There have been peo-
ple who have been wandering around
there who aren’t a part of the Willa-
mette community, and so we'd need to
be able to pay for a manager to be there
24, hours a day.”

He did emphasize that regardless
of what the funds show, students will
be a part of the discussion.

“We would bring Bryan Schmidt in
and we would make sure that there is
dialogue about the issue before any-
thing actually happens,” said Whipple.

Whipple also discussed the
planned renovations for on-campus
residences, with York, Lee and Shep-
ard tentatively scheduled for renova-
tions this summer and Matthews the
next year.

“We want our dorms to be a place
where people legitimately want to live,
and a quality place for freshmen,” said
Whipple.

Feingold then went over intend-
ed changes to general education. In
the fall, the Academic Council will be
creating a framework of resources for
changing gen-ed, and in the spring
groups will be created to discuss pos-
sibilities.

“We want to have groups of stu-
dents and faculty and administrators
coming together to make the best pos-
sible decisions here,” Feingold said.

ASWU President Liz Gill conclud-
ed by pushing students to do their part
in making the system of governance
work smoothly.

“I think that one of the things that
we all should try and keep in mind is to
be willing to listen,” Gill said. “Ifwe do
that, we will be listened to in return.”

gimarabella@willamette.edu

‘Bad Feminist’ discusses today’s social issues

Writer and critic Roxane Gay speaks to the Willamette community in the Smith Auditorium for the 2016 Fall Atkinson lecture.

CONTINUED from Page 1

She discussed the fact that,
in her view, safety is an illusion.
Writing about and discussing top-
ics that might be “triggers,” in her
experience, promotes healing.
However, she admitted that trigger
warnings are not for those of us
who don’t believe in them, but in-
stead are for those who need them
and benefit from them. They are,
she wrote, “ineffective, impracti-
cal and necessary.”

Gay also discussed what her title
of ‘Bad Feminist’ means.

“I want to be taken care of and

have someone to come home to. |
know nothing about cars,” Gay said.
But, she concluded, “I would much
rather be a bad feminist than no
feminist at all.”

Diversity came up multiple
times in students’ questions. Gay
did not hold back on what she had
seen at Willamette. “This cam-
pus has a diversity problem that is
shocking.” Over the course of the
night, she stressed that it is not
the responsibility of marginalized
people to push for change, it is the
responsibility of privileged groups.
She hinted at the possibility that
white students could stop paying

8

tuition until the lack of diversity on
campus is addressed.

She also addressed questions on
Willamette’s Eurocentric curricu-
lum, recommending that profes-
sors read Bell Hooks” books on the
subject. She noted that academics
tend to be what she terms “liberal
racists.”

She also expressed her apprecia-
tion for Beyonce’s music.

“I believe Beyonce is holy,” Gay
said.

She also defended herlove of rap,
even when it has misogynistic lyrics,
saying that it is “cathartic” and, as a
writer, she loves the wordplay.
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Gay’s recent novel, “An Untamed
State,” is in the process of becoming
a movie. She is also working with
Marvel to write a comic titled, “World
of Wakanda.” It is a companion to ac-
claimed journalist Ta-Nehisi Coates’s
“Black Panther” comics. In doing so,
she becomes the first Black woman to
write a Marvel comic.

Gay’s most famous work, “Bad
Feminist,” is a collection of essays, all
of which are available for free online.
Coates, also the author of “Between
the World and Me,” will be coming
to Willamette as the spring Atkinson
presenter.

idowd@uwillamette.edu

EMERGENCY MEDICAL AD

Oct. 4, 10:45 a.m. (On Cam-
pus): Campus Safety received
a report of an individual expe-
riencing some sort of medical
distress. Officers responded and
contacted the individual, who
stated they would like to be taken
home. An officer transported the
individual back their residence.

Oct. 7, 11:06 p.m. (On Cam-
pus): Campus Safety received a
call about an intoxicated student
and asked to have them evaluat-
ed. WEMS responded and evalu-
ated the student and determined
that further medical attention
was necessary. Paramedics were
called and transported the stu-
dent to the ER.

Oct. 8, 11:56 p.m. (In a cam-
pus Residence): Campus safety

received a call asking that a stu-
dent be evaluated. WEMS and
Campus Safety responded and
it was determined that further
medical attention was need-
ed. Paramedics were called and
transported the student to the
ER.

Oct. 9, 1:02 p.m. (In a Cam-
pus Residence): Campus safety
received a call asking that a stu-
dent be evaluated. WEMS and
Campus Safety responded and
it was determined that further
medical attention was needed.
Campus Safety transported the
individual to the ER.

FIRE
Oct. 4, 2:00 p.m. (Pelton The-
ater): Campus Safety received a
report that a small fire had oc-
curred. Officers responded and

CAMPUS SAFETY

determined the fire was caused
by an overheating humidistat.
Maintenance was called and re-
moved the faulty device.

POLICY VIOLATION

Oct. 7, 11:40 p.m. (Walton
Hall): Campus Safety received a
report of a loud party going on in
Walton Hall. Officers responded
and located more than 120 indi-
viduals partakingin a “rave.” Of-
ficers ended the party and took
down names of all of the partic-
ipants. A report was filed about
the activity.

POSSESSION OF A CON-
TROLLED SUBSTANCE
Oct. 6, 11:49 p.m. (Doney
Hall): Campus safety received
a call asking to confiscate some
marijuana paraphernalia from
a room. Officers responded and

made contact with the occupants
of the room. The officer confis-
cated the paraphernalia.

Oct. 6, 11:10 p.m. (Belknap
Hall): Campus Safety received
a call asking them to confiscate
some paraphernalia. An officer
responded and confiscated the
items.

THEFT

Oct. 4, 6:45 p-m. (Campus
Safety): A student came in to
Campus Safety and reported
their bike had been stolen. The
student stated they had left their
bike locked to a bike rack about
a month ago, and upon return
found their bike to be missing. A
report was filed.

See BACK page 12
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Clery statistics show the divided progress

University publishes Security and Fire Satety Report for the 2015 school year
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DORIAN GRAYSON
STAFF WRITER

The University recently published
the Willamette University Securi-
ty and Fire Safety Report (Clery &
HEOA Report) for the 2015 calendar
year. The report is published due
to the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of
Campus Security Policy and Crime
Statistics, a federal law that requires
universities to keep information on
crime and fire safety and annually
publish it.

Despite being the Willamette se-
curity report, it encompasses areas
outside of the University’s borders.
It covers the main block of campus,
and some of the buildings outside
of it, such as the Hallie Ford Mu-
seum of Art. Bush’s Pasture Park is
also included, along with some other
residential properties owned by Wil-
lamette.

Even considering that the Uni-
versity only has about 2,000 under-
graduate students attending, most
of the statistics are comparatively
low for the size. Some, however, are
worrying in terms of the safety of stu-
dents and the community in general.

Crimes classified as “Sexual Of-
fenses, forcible rape” went from
three instances in 2014 to five in-
stances in 2015, with four of them oc-
curring “Ina Residence.” “Sexual Of-
fenses, forcible fondling” increased
from two in 2014 to five in 2015.

Non-sexual, but tangential crimes
also increased. Dating violence went
from five in 2014 to eight in 2015.

Additionally, there were seven in-
stances of stalking in 2014 and nine
in2015.

There were only two reported
instances of robbery in 2015, both
classified as “Adjacent to Campus” —
occurring within “one block in all di-
rections.” Aggravated assault is also
at only one instance, with it having
happened adjacent to campus.

However, burglary went from
four instances in 2014, to 12 in 2015,
with six in campus buildings and five
in a residence. Additionally, motor
vehicle theft spiked, from three in
2014 to 15 in 2015, with six on cam-
pus and nine adjacent to campus.

There continue to be no arsonin-
cidents and no fires.

Substance abuse mostly went
down. Liquor law arrests were re-
duced from six in 2014 to zero in
2015. Liquor law violations went
from 158 occurrences in 2014 to 152
in 2015, however there was a drop
from 144, instances in a residence
in 2014 to 128 in 2015. The real
dramatic change was in drug abuse
violations, which went from 84, in-
stances in 2014 to 41 instances in
2015, with 8o in aresidence in 2014,
but only 34.in a residence in 2015.

Whether these reflect a reduction
in drug and alcohol by students on
campus or a reduction in successful
enforcement of the University’s drug
policies is unknown.

dgrayson@uillamette.edu

EcoChallenge: Stop waiting on the world

GIANNI MARABELLA
NEWS EDITOR

From Oct. 14-28 the Universi-
ty will be participating in a cam-
pus-wide program called the Eco-
Challenge.

The EcoChallenge was created
as a way to encourage organiza-
tions and large groups of people
to collectively make a number of
small changes to their lifestyles so

as to make a big impact as a whole.
People can host challenges them-
selves or join one that already ex-
ists through an organization they
are a part of.

Once you have made yourself a
part of the EcoChallenge, you can
choose a challenge for yourself to
follow for two weeks. The EcoChal-
lenge is based around communica-
tion as well as improving the state
of the planet. Participants track

their progress over the course of
the two weeks and accumulate
points, but are also supposed to
write about their experiences and
interact with other members of
their team.

Those who become a part of the
program can choose their challenge
from a number of categories, in-
cluding food, waste and transpor-
tation. Participants can also create
their own categories if they'd prefer.
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All of this is based upon the
principle that getting people to act
in the smallest of ways can lead to
real impacts in the world around
us.

“The EcoChallenge engages
individuals to commit to person-
al behavior changes they stick
with for two weeks, and quantifies
benefits and impacts across our
team for our community and the
planet,” said Director of the Wil-
lamette University Sustainability
Institute Joe Abraham. “The goal is
for participants to keep going and
for challenges they choose to lead
to permanent personal behavior
changes.”

Last year the program was run
by Community Service Learning
(CSL) alone.

“CSL organized the WU team
last year and we had moderate par-
ticipation,” said Director of CSL
Eric Lassahn. “I'm anticipating
that the collaboration between the
Sustainability Institute, CGSL and
other areas of campus will yield
much greater participation this
year!”

Lassahn hopes that students
will enjoy the competitive aspects
of the program as well.

“Given the team component,
there’s an opportunity for folks
who are more competitive to chal-
lenge one another and it’s fun to
see how our team stacks up against
others,” Lassahn said. “Last year
WU was one of the more competi-
tive teams in the eco challenge and
we finished in the top five overall.
This year, WU currently ranks 31st
overall and second among partici-
pating colleges and universities!”

The University currently plans

to change

on continuing to participate in the
EcoChallenge for the foreseeable
future.

“We're hoping enough stu-
dents, staff and faculty join the
WU EcoChallenge team and create
their own teams to help us under-
stand how to consider promoting
this annually,” Abraham said.

The intent is for the Willamette
community to become more aware
of the environment and to make
long lasting positive changes.

“The EcoChallenge will engage
participants in positive behav-
ior change and help our campus
community contribute to a more
healthy, vibrant and sustainable
future for everyone,” Abraham
said. “We hope this becomes an
annual activity with more partici-
pation every year.”

The program was created by
the Northwest Earth Institute,
a nonprofit organization based
out of Portland. The institute was
created 23 years ago as a program
geared toward pushing individuals
to make changes in their daily lives
and to make a difference through
working together.

Willamette currently has over
30 people participating in the pro-
gram. Students are encouraged to
register before Oct. 14, but they are
allowed to register while the chal-
lenges are going on.

“Making a difference begins
at the individual level often with
small changes that can collective-
ly lead to large-scale transforma-
tion,” Lassahn said. “Together,
we can turn this very large ship
around with myriad small course
corrections.”

gimarabella@willamette.edu
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An interview with the QT Collective editorial board
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‘QT" editorial staff. Left to right: Alexis Jimmenez, Jesse Sanchez, Marrisa Louie.

NIC SHIPLEY
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Nic Shipley: What does “QT” stand
for?

Jesse Sanchez:It doesn’t stand for
anything. It's just cutie, we joke
sometimes that it'’s a Quentin Taran-
tino fan club.

Nic Shipley: What do you like most
about QT?

Marissa Louie: It forces me to output
work and not get stuck or lazy and I
like that.

Alex Jimmenez: I like that we get to
publish our own work and be creative
and expressive. I like to see how other
people create and what goes through
their mind and help share those ex-
periences.

Jesse Sanchez: Last night [ was on a
rant. Often I repress how I feel and
and act like a happy gay brown person
and I feel I can productively yell into
the zine. The zine is also really infor-
mative, especially when encounter-
ing marginalized experiences that are
not your own and relating to norma-
tive groups.

Nic Shipley: Is there an aspect of the
zine creation process that has not
lived up to your hopes/expectations?

Marissa Louie: Not really. We didn’t
have any expectations. Nothing like
this existed prior so we had nothing
to go off so we just experimented.
Alex Jimmenez: I think how it was
created, it was meant for us to express
ourselves. I did not expect the mo-
mentum it has been getting, but it’s
really exciting.

Nic Shipley: Do you have a favorite
personal submission?

Marissa Louie: My favorite is Wu's
piece about our breakup in the
“Home” issue. I love that this dra-
ma got broadcast around the entire
school.

Alex Jimmenez: All are great, but I
really like the photography because
it’s good to not always have lines and
lines of work.

Jesse Sanchez: For the “Home” issue
I expected to write something soft,
but instead I wrote a tirade against
gentrification and the queer experi-
ence in gentrification, as well as the
tensions at the intersection of being
queer and a Person of Color, consid-
ering how race politics can be heter-
onormative, and queer politics can be
racist. I said fuck alot.

Nic Shipley: What do you hope peo-
ple will feel after reading QT?

Marissa Louie: I wrote a piece at the
beginning of the zine that ‘this is a
zine created for artists, writers and
creatives of marginalized identities to
begin to take up space. This is a work
of both resistance and love.” And I feel
that pretty much sums it up.

Jesse Sanchez: That’s an interesting
phrasing because resistance is con-
sidered a contentious thing whereas
I feel resistance to racism and ho-
mophobia requires empathy and I
hope that comes through.

Nic Shipley: In the most recent issue
of QT, the inside of the front cover
mentions the zine being a place for
people of marginalized identities to
begin to ‘take up space. What does
space mean to you?

Jesse Sanchez: We just made a zine
about it.

Marissa Louie: I think space to me
means people, and that’s how I con-
ceptualize and define who I spend my
time with and we decided to make it
for all marginalized people. I want to
make it a place for the people I love.
Alex Jimmenez: It's something I
think about when I walk on campus
and the individuals who take up that
space is on my mind and whether I'm
safe ornotas a queer brown nonbina-
ry person. I have to think a lot about

whether spaces are safe for me.

Jesse Sanchez: 1 think a lot about
mental space and what it’s like to be
a queer Person of Color at a white
and heteronormative campus. Espe-
cially when many don’t acknowledge
the whiteness or heteronormativity.
I don’t get to choose whether or not
identity politics invade my mind and
I want to invade others headspace,
that way we can be equals!

Nic Shipley: What, if any, sorts of
criticism has the zine received and
how do you feel about them?

Marissa Louie: People complain we
waste paper. We forced the library
to rewrite their printing rules. They
made new ones and said we can’t use
your own paper in the printer or use
the long arm stapler in the fishbowl.
Alex Jimmenez: | don’t think there
has been any. People always compli-
ment it.

Jesse Sanchez: (To Alexis) Where
have you been? People call it an-
ti-white. Some People of Color have
expressed opposition to some of what
we print, but I think that’s a product
of the success because it reveals a
difference in opinion among People
of Color and the differences among
brown people. Which kind of proves
our point.

Nic Shipley: I really enjoyed Maris-
sa’s piece about her time in the air-
port with her sister. Have you shared
the zine with her? How have your
non-Willamette friends and family
responded to it?

Marissa Louie: I didn't send it to her
because were on tenuous ground,
but I do share it with my family and
therapist. For the most part it’s been
a good way to bond with them. My
dad is a graphic designer; he compli-
ments the layout!

Alex Jimmenez: 1 haven’t shared it
with my mom but we talk about it. I
share with close friends outside of

Editors of literary zine offer space for selt-expression

Willamette.

Jesse Sanchez: My family knows
nothing of the zine which is a compo-
nent of QT, which is a place to freely
express my identity. In some ways it’s
acomponent of how I use this campus
to get away from all that.

Nic Shipley: Jesse, in this issue your
submission is what appears to be two
blank pages, with just your name in
the bottom right corner of one. What
was your intent with this piece?

Jesse Sanchez: I'm a big Taylor Swift
fan (just kidding). I've been dying
to speak these thoughts. I did not
submit anything because my life is a
mess and I am an anxious person just
getting shit done and thus things fall
apart and so Marissa suggested we put
in blank pages because it’s represen-
tative of me because people often ask
‘where the fuck is Jesse?’ It's a mean-
ingful absence and representative
of how I submit things late or never
along the lines of where I was at that
moment in time. Literally and meta-
phorically absent, but maybe I'm just
projecting onto this absence of work.

Nic Shipley: Alexis, I really admire
your piece “A Mi Abuela.” Would you
say she has a big impact on your life
and work as a creator?

Alexis Jimmez: I think a lot of my
work is really tied to where I come
from and my family. That’s why I
create pieces with my identity and
people I've been surrounded with my
entire life. I created the piece because
brown women are underappreciat-
ed and work that appreciates them
should be produced and I wanted to
do that.

Nic Shipley: Any parting remarks?
Alex Jimmenez: More submissions.
Jesse Sanchez: Submit to the body is-
sue, we appreciate the support!

nshipley@uwillamette.edu

Amateur’s guide to self care during midterms

ELI KERRY
STAFF WRITER

As midterms approach, it be-
comes both more important and
more difficult for us to take care
of ourselves. The value of self-
care bears repeating in light of
these sources of stress, anxiety
and exhaustion, whether academ-
ic or social.

Writing about self-care does
not come naturally to me. For
some people, writing is a form
of self-care; in my case, writing
necessitates self-care. Writing
is anxiety-inducing, and after I
write this I will need to unwind by
following my own advice. To that
end, here are some time-honored
methods of self-care:

Reading books is considered
by many to be among the most
effective ways of reducing school-
and life-related stress. This is
because books substitute actual
stress with fictional stress, which
is much easier to deal with. Fre-
quently — right now, for example
— a book occupies my headspace
after I have read it, distorting
the syntax and thematic content
of my thoughts. In such a state, I
am transported somewhere away

from my problems for a while. I
am distanced from the stresses of
my everyday life.

Most of the happiest peo-
ple I know go to the gym at least
semi-regularly. It is clear that
their bodies have thanked them.
The gym is the ideal setting in
which to mime running away from
your fears, feel that you're be-
coming more attractive or avoid
spending too much time in the
room that you sleep in.

At the gym, loud music, re-
petitive motion and physical ex-
haustion combine to distance you
from your life as a college student
and remind you of your life as a
breathing and moving body. Like
reading a book, going to the gym
reduces stress by temporarily ob-
structing the ego.

When other, more regularly
scheduled self-care methods are
simply not enough to leave you
feeling cared for, crying in var-
ious isolated corners of campus
can be very effective. Crying in
your room is a functional alter-
native as long as you don’t have a
roommate or are very mindful of
their schedule, but this is probably
not an option for most of you, who
will have to find a different spot.

To that end, I recommend
reading the expertly-written
guide which appeared in last
week’s edition of The Collegian.
However, be careful not to over-
use this method, as it suffers from
diminishing returns. Crying is
valuable primarily as a rare break.

These seem to me the three
most broadly representative and
frequently effective methods of
self-care, between my own ex-
perience and that of people I've
talked to. However, there are
many others which are tested and
proven, such as watching a movie
with friends that you've all seen
before, going away for the week-
end, or listening to one song on
repeat at an excessive volume.

Self-care is self-defined: this
is how I need to feel, and this is
what I need to do to feel that way.
Therefore it’s possible that none
of the specifics of what I've writ-
ten make sense for you. Never-
theless, whether it’s an attitude, a
particular technique or even just
the experience of reading this, I
hope something here helps you to
feel a little bit less stressed over
the next few weeks.

erkerry@uwillamette.edu

KYLIE MISHMURA
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Smart, steamy satire: Seth Rogen’s ‘Sausage Party’ is underrated

AARON WIESENFIELD
STAFF WRITER

“The boundaries which divide
Life from Death are at best shad-
owy and vague” are words from
lauded American author and poet
Edgar Allan Poe. Life and death
are very typical themes for any
movie which features a complex
plotline and many characters
— but a truly beautiful film forces
moviegoers to analyze the stage of
liminality between living and dying.

This is exactly what “Sausage
Party” does in an incredibly un-
suspecting way. Normally, phil-
osophical movies do not take the
form of R-rated, computer-ani-
mated comedy films; for precisely
this reason, “Sausage Party” is a
refreshing take.

Released during the tail end of
summer 2016, Seth Rogen’s new-
est big screen edition features a
star-studded cast which includes
Jonah Hill, James Franco, Paul
Rudd, Edward Norton, Selma

-
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MIRANDA MARTIN

Hayek, Bill Hader and Kristen
Wiig. Moreover, “Sausage Par-
ty” accomplishes a significant
amount of existential questioning
over the course of just 88 minutes
running time.

While “Sausage Party” does
not conceptually break any new
ground via mise en scéne prac-
tice, it combines two very oppo-
site film genres, that of existen-
tialism and 3-D animated adult
comedy, in the body of one work.
Exactly for this reason, I decided
to make “Sausage Party” my first
Hollywood blockbuster movie re-
view and I was caught off guard in
a very positive way by this movie.

Other people apparently have
felt the same way, as Rogen’s film
has grossed over $120 million in
box office returns. The movie it-
self was created beneath a $20
million budget.

Some areas of “Sausage Par-
ty” could have benefited from a
larger budget — namely the tech-
nical computer animation budget
which Columbia Pictures should
have increased. The animated
visuals of Rogen’s movie are not
even in the same league as stu-
dios like DreamWorks and Pix-
ar. However, the animation was
passable enough to not interfere
with various plotlines and char-
acters.

The crown jewel accomplish-
ment of “Sausage Party” remains
the social commentary and meta-
physical basis behind the movie.
Rogen created a film which uti-
lized anthropomorphism in order

to question humanity’s consump-
tion of food and basic under-
standing of life after death. This
was pure genius; after watching
the film I even briefly looked
through the cupboard in my house
and questioned what animal each
food product was originally from.
While “Sausage Party” did not
convince me to adopt veganism,
my anecdote serves as evidence
supporting the effectiveness of
Rogen’s film.

Moreover, Rogen even manag-
es to play on commonplace racial
stereotyping in the United States.
Various “ethnic” foods (as de-
fined by the grocery store setting)
interact with each other in a quite
telling manner. Harmful stereo-
types often associated with Native
Americans, Latino and Jewish
communities are instead broken
down and subtly analyzed — not
reinforced.

“Sausage Party” highlighted
the genius directing of Seth Rog-
en, and offered a different genre
of film to his already extensive
comedic filmography including
“Superbad,” “Knocked Up,” “Step
Brothers,” “Pineapple Express,”
“so/s0,” “Neighbors,” and “22
Jump Street.”

In summary, Seth Rogen man-
aged to create one of 2016’s best
comedies, while diversifying his
résumé and creating a film which
serves multiple audiences.

4./ 5 Stars

awiesenf@willamette.edu

E-sports - the rise of a new competitive sport

NIC SHIPLEY
LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Imagine a stadium full of pas-
sionate fans wearing their favorite
player’s jersey. Jumbotron screens
display action from multiple per-
spectives while fans gobble con-
cessions and talk trash about
opponents with friends and over
social media. Is this a Dallas Cow-
boys game? The Indie 500? No,
this is e-sports.

E-sports refer to video game
competitions held either over the
internet or via LAN connection in
smaller settings, usually with a group
of spectators viewing the games via
communal or private screens.

In 2013, an estimated 71.5 mil-
lion people worldwide watched
e-sports, especially on websites
such as twitch.tv. Twitch displays
competitions in games ranging
from staples like “Super Smash
Bros: Melee” to more niche e-sport
games like “League Of Legends.”

A 16 team tournament for the
game “Dota 2” was held this past
August, with spectators filling
much of Seattle’s Key Arena. The
total prize money, split among
the top placing teams, totalled
$20,770,460. This is incredible
considering that tournaments or-
ganized professionally for cash
prizes have only existed for a little
over a decade.

E-sports are poised to gain larg-
er and larger audiences as networks
like ESPN acquire television and
online streaming rights and actual
sports teams, such as the Philadel-
phia 76ers, acquire e-sports teams
as part of their corporate portfolio.
Shaquille O’Neal is a part owner of
the multi-game team NRG.

As a culture and entertainment
source, e-sports are still somewhat

PATRICK LOFTUS

controversial. Many commen-
tators, especially those on more
traditional sports-entertainment
radio and television channels,
disagree with calling competitive
videogaming ‘sport.’

Additionally, e-sports suffer
from a gender disparity in both
players and viewers. According to
varying estimates, about 30 per-
cent of spectators are women, but
there are comparatively very few
female professional gamers.

This has been variously at-
tributed to the rampant sexism and
sexual harassment commonplace
in many gaming communities.
This harassment comes in many
forms, including not allowing fe-
male-only teams to compete, con-
descendingto female competitors,
cyberbullying and even threats.
Fortunately, notable female and

non-binary players such as Sasha
Hostyn are gaining recognition
and respect both in professional
and fan circles.

Like many internet phenom-
ena, e-sports has morphed from
being the domain of amateur en-
thusiasts and experimenters to
that of startup corporations and,
increasingly, media and enter-
tainment hegemons.

Similar to the recreational
and professional sports mar-
kets, e-sports fans often play the
same games they watch the pros
plays and there are entire sites
and channels devoted to analysis
of game strategy and predictions
of how tournament brackets will
play out. It is unlikely that the
conventional sports-entertain-
ment world will be able to ignore
e-sports for long as corporate

sponsorship and prize money
keep growing.

Video games have been a part of
various cultures around the globe.
Many people of our generation
have memories of growing up with
video games and still use them as
a way to bond with friends, de-
stress from school, and appreciate
new ideas and aesthetics.

Questioning whether e-sports
are really ‘sports’ may miss the
point. Of course, e-sports and
traditional sports challenge mind
and body in different ways, but
the communal and recreational
potentials are very similar, and
for that reason they will continue
to have a role in shaping the in-
dividuals and cultures who play
them.

nshipley@uwillamette.edu
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Dream on

CHRISTINE SMITH
STAFF WRITER

A professor I had a couple of
years ago began the first day by ask-
ing everyone to tell the class about
something they hate. Some people
hated bugs, others hate when people
chew like a cow and I elaborated on
my hatred of plastic bags. One indi-
vidual shocked the class by standing
up and boldly stating, “I hate when
people tell me about their dreams.”

I made a mental note to never
share my life goals and aspirations
with this person, and judging by the
deafening silence that followed, I
think the rest of the class shared the
same sentiments. Once this indi-
vidual realized what their statement
implied, they clarified that they
were referring to the dreams people
have while sleeping. They said that
you simply can’t relate because that
individual was having the dream,
not you. I have been more curious
about dreams ever since.

Dreams are another one of life’s
mysteries that will never make
sense to me. I once had a dream
that my nose ring had been ripped
out of my nose, and then woke up in
the middle of the night holding the
nose stud because I had somehow
managed to take it out in my sleep.
It was an unsettling feeling, much
like “the uncanny” that we have
been studying in one of my classes.
The uncanny is familiar but foreign,
like looking into your reflection and
seeing yourself blink.

It’s interesting to me that ev-
eryone I've dissected dreams with
has a very different view on their
meanings and what influences
dreams because they are so wide-
ly not understood yet. Many have
told me that no one actually speaks
in your dreams, but I swear on my
life I've had full conversations in
my dreams. The most recent tidbit
I've heard in a classroom setting is
that falling in a dream is followed by
a nerve-wracking feeling and usu-
ally the individual awakening from
the dream, but if they don’t wake up
and they fall until they hit the bot-
tom of the canyon (or wherever they
are falling), they will die. How does
one even study that? Is that a new
take on “died of natural causes while
sleeping?”

I'd never had dreams that caused
me to wake up shaking or crying un-
til the past year or so. My unhealthy
obsession with the spicy snack
Takis was born in this same year and
I never thought they were linked
until recently. Just the other day, I
bought a bag of Takis late at night
in an act of self-hatred. My friend
was appalled that I'd dive into these
snacks at an ungodly hour because
he said they'd give me crazy dreams
due to how spicy they are. This com-
ment, factual or not, took me for a
whirlwind because I realized that
my indulgence in everything and
anything spicy blew up this past
year. Sure enough, I went to sleep
and woke up hours before my alarm,
shaking and certain that I'd missed
my class.

Some dreams may be indicative
of a deeper meaning or may just be
products of a spicy dinner. Either
way, I find the dreams that people
have fascinating. The only person
who probably knows what dreams

are made of is Hilary Duff anyways.

cssmith@uwillamette.edu
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MLB Playoffs are
about to heat up

LOUIS KNOX
STAFF WRITER

It's finally the month of October!
You might ask yourself, what does that
mean? [t means it is time for the Major
League Baseball playoffs to begin. This
year we have a multitude of storylines
going into the postseason. Teams from
the National and American Leagues have
the ability to make their own unique
form of history.

The Chicago Cubs have been in the
spotlight for many reasons up to this
point. The team is going into the play-
offs holding the best record of 103-58.
The last time they were in the playoffs
was 2003, when a Cubs fan named Steve
Bartman interfered with a foul ball that
outfielder Moisés Alou was attempting
to catch.

The Chicago Cubs have not won the
World Series since 1908 when they de-
feated the New York Giants.

The San Francisco Giants also had
their own history to make. San Francisco
won the World Series in 2010, 2012 and
2014, and the teams was looking to add
another World Series trophy this season.
Too bad their dreams were dashed after
a 6-5 loss to the Cubs to end the series
3-1.

On the other side of the league,
somewhat overshadowed by the Cubs’
story, the Cleveland Indians have had a
dry streak of their own. They have not
won a World Series since 1948. They
look to match their NBA counterpart,
the Cleveland Cavaliers, with a title of
their own this year.

The Indians’ opponent in the open-
ing series of the playoffs was the Boston
Red Sox. Boston looked to repeat their
playoff magic just as they had done in
2013, but instead fell victim 3-o sweep
from the Indians. The Red Sox also hope
to put a strong playoff run together for
their long time slugger David Ortiz, bet-
ter known as “Big Papi,” whom is plan-
ning on retiring at the end of the 2016
season. Ortiz has been a key member of
Boston’s offense since 2003, and was a
part of three separate World Series runs
with the team.

The Texas Rangers have become a
playoff regular since the turn of the de-
cade, having reached the World Series
on two separate occasions and winning
four Western Division titles. The Rang-
ers sought to put it all together this post-
season and win their first World Series
in franchise history.

The Toronto Blue Jays who just
squeaked into the playoffs, beating
out the Baltimore Orioles in a winner-
takes-all wild card game. The Blue Jays
offense can pack a punch as seen in their
defeat of the Rangers, having hit a total of
221 home runs this season, which is the
fourth best in all of baseball. The Blue
Jays, with Canada in their corner, look to
win their first World Series since 1993.

The Los Angeles Dodgers enter the
playoffs having won the National League
West for the fourth consecutive season.
The boys in blue have not been able to
accomplish anything significant given
the chance in the playoffs in all four of
those seasons. However, the Dodgers
look to change their luck as they take on
the Washington Nationals in the divi-
sional series.

The Washington Nationals look to
create some history of their own. The
franchise, once the Montreal Expos, has
never won a World Series or a Pennant.
Veteran manager Dusty Baker, who is in
his first season with the club, looks to
use his vast wealth of experience as they
enter the postseason this year.

With all of these teams having an
opportunity to make history while en-
tering the 2016 MLB Playoffs, we know
that this year’s post-season is bound to
be full of excitement and history in the
making.

lknox@uwillamette.edu

Bearcat comeback not enough against Pacific Lutheran

ERIC DEL PRADO
STAFF WRITER

The Willamette football team
had their first home confer-
ence game last Saturday, Oct. 8,
against Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity. The stadium seats were full
of Willamette fans ready to cheer
on their Bearcats. The Pacific
Lutheran Lutes traveled well, as
they had a full sideline and the
visiting fan section was full as
well.

The loss dropped the Bearcats
to 2-3 on the season and 1-1 in
the NWC. They are still within
striking distance for the play-
offs, currently in second, trailing
a trio of 2-o teams: Whitworth,
Linfield and Pacific Lutheran.

The Lutes started the game
scoring as they had an inter-
ception return for a touchdown
three plays into the game. Pacific
Lutheran came to play during the

first half, with a score of 23-0 at
halftime.

The Bearcat offense was led
by senior running back Taylor
Wyman, who had 133 rushing
yards and completed a 62-yard
touchdown pass. Wyman’s game
was another solid performance
on the season, as he now has 591
rushing yards this year and a to-
tal of 1,581 rushing yards in his
career. Leading the Bearcats on
the offensive stat sheet was ju-
nior wide receiver Jordan Fickas
as he caught a game high of eight
passes for 109 yards.

Willamette ended the game on
a strong note, as they outscored
the Lutes 10-7 in the second half.
This could be attributed to the
scouting report.

“We had scouted them pretty
well going into the week, and we
were pretty confident in what we
were going to see when we got out
there,” senior Louis Knox said.

The Bearcats have made a
trend of coming from behind and
outscoring teams in the second
half as they have outscored op-
ponents in four of their games.
This could be because of a great
halftime adjustment made by the
players and the coaches in the
locker room. It could also be due
to the fact that Wyman’s running
takes its toll on teams and they
eventually start to crack in the
second half.

If the Bearcats put together
a full football game, as they did
against Puget Sound, they may
have a chance to beat any team in
the conference and make a run at
the NWC title.

In order to challenge for the
title, the Bearcats need to take
care of business this coming
weekend as they take the short
bus ride to McMinnville, Ore-
gon, home to bitter rival Linfield
College. Linfield ranked No.8 in

the nation by the D3football.com
poll.

Willamette is hoping to stir
up some déja vu, as the last time
they traveled to the University,
they were able to achieve an up-
set victory on Halloween of 2014.

“Linfield is going to want to
make sure that doesn’t happen
again, and we are going to need
a focused and determined ap-
proach to this game,” Knox said.

With a great week of practice
and a game full of execution, the
Bearcats have what it takes to
make the upset happen. If you
are not doing anything on Satur-
day afternoon (you are probably
just procrastinating on home-
work), make the short drive to
McMinnville and support your
fellow Bearcats!

edelprad@willamette.edu

PRESTON SCHERR

Senior Taylor Wyman breaks away from the Pacific Lutheran defense. He ran for 133 rushing yards against the Lutes last Saturday.
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Kevin Durant joins
Bearcat volleyball falls short to the Boxers ')
the Dub Nation
JARED SPOHR In the first set, Pacific struck from Higa, the Bearcats tied the responded with a kill from fresh- ALEX GORDON
STAFF WRITER early by taking a 5-2 lead. Duncan  set up at 7-7. Pacific responded man Kendall Fox. STAFF WRITER

This past Friday night, Oct. 7,
the women’s volleyball team took
on Pacific University at Cone Field
House in a conference matchup.
Despite senior Alexa Dowdell’s 11-
kill performance, Willamette fell
shortto the Boxers, losing the over-
all match 3-o.

Freshman Karlee Duncan of Pa-
cific University registered 19 kills,
and the Boxers managed to keep the
momentum going during the entire
match. Sophomore Kaylen Higa
played an outstanding defensive
game with a total of 19 digs, which
was the most out of any player in the
entire match. Willamette freshman
Madison Haley led the team in
blocks with a total of six.

W SEAMOTS

recorded four kills alone during
those points. Willamette fought
back, and eventually took the lead
after kills by Dowdell and junior
Tynan Gable, which put the Bear-
cats in front, 7-5. They extend-
ed that lead to 9-8, until Pacific
surged ahead with a 6-1 run. With
the score 14-10, the Bearcats
managed to mount a small come-
back. They were within two points
of Pacific, with a score of 15-13.
However, Pacific was able to gain
a sizable lead from this point on,
and won the set 25-20.

The Boxers came out strong
in the second set, as the Bear-
cats were unable to gain the lead.
Thanks to a two—kill effort from
junior Emma Liband and an ace

7}
) WILMTEIEAS  WLLMTEIER,

by scoring four points in a row,
and then built a lead to make the
set18-11. Willamette battled back
and reduced the score to 19-17,
but Pacific once again scored four
consecutive points and used that
momentum to take the second set
with a score of 25-18.

The third set of this match was
very back and forth, as Willamette
fought hard to prevent being shut
out. Pacific held a 12-9 lead un-
til the ladies tied the game 12-
12. Willamette pushed through
and gained the lead with a score
of 19-17. Pacific made an error,
and Liband recorded another
kill, which allowed the Bearcats
to take the lead. Pacific then tied
the game at 22-22, but Willamette

Another error was made by
Pacific two bring the score to 24,-
22. Unfortunately, Pacific made
some essential blocks, which gave
them a one point lead. Freshman
Lauren Stiles and Dowdell then
stepped up for Willamette and
blasted two kills, which put Wil-
lamette in a position to win with
a score of 26-25. Pacific refused
to go down and Duncan recorded
two more kills, and, along with a
ball-handling error by the Bear-
cats, Pacific took the third and fi-
nal set with a score of 29-27.

jspohr@willamette.edu

Left: Sophomore Jo Stensaas and sophomore Emma Liband reach high for the block against Pacific. Top right: The lady Bearcats
anticipate the dig from Senior Alexa Dowdell. Bottom right: Senior Alexa Dowdell goes up fo tip against Pacific.

this week in sports

AARON ODA
STAFF WRITER

Watching sports is a great
distraction. With all of the
chaos going on in the world
right now relating to the pres-
idential debates, racial ten-
sions and economic struggles,
sports provide people with a
form of entertainment that
will distract them. Sports are
able to bring thousands of
people to a central sight with
a common goal — defeating
the opponent. What could be
greater than that? So if you
ever need a distraction from
the world, turn on SportsCen-
ter and let the show loop over
and over again as you forget all
of the problems that you may
find yourself in.

MLB

The playoffs have started,
and they have been as good as
they were advertised. Starting

with the series that is already over,
the Toronto Blue Jays swept the
Texan Rangers in three straight
games. This series was dominat-
ed from the beginning by the Blue
Jays’ offense, scoring a combined
22 runs in the three games. The
only close game of the series was
the last one when the Blue Jays
barely won in extra innings with a
score of 7-6.

The series between the Boston
Red Sox and the Cleveland Indians
has just wrapped up. The Indians
swept the Red Sox in three games,
ending David Ortiz’s tremendous
career. Ortiz is a fan favorite and
will most likely be a future Hall of
Famer when it’s his turn to be on
the ballot.

[The San Francisco Giants are
down two games to one to the Chi-
cago Cubs, and the Washington
Nationals are tied after four games
against the Los Angeles Dodgers.]

NFL

The NFL was dominated by
the return of New England Pa-

triots quarterback Tom Brady.
Brady was suspended for the
first four games of this season
because of his involvement in
Deflategate.

Week five of the season has
been circled by all the Patriot
fans because one of the best
quarterbacks is finally ready
to win another Super Bowl.
The Patriots were 3-1 without
Brady, but are now without a
quarterback because the previ-
ous two quarterbacks have gone
down with injuries. So Brady’s
return to the gridiron could not
have came at a better time, and
Mr. Brady did not disappoint.
Brady ended the afternoon with
406 passing yards and three
touchdowns, which all went to
his tight end, Martellus Ben-
nett. The Patriots took down
the Cleveland Browns with a
final score of 33-13.

The Minnesota Vikings also
won their game against the
Texans, 31-13, allowing them to
move forward with a 5-o record
on the season.

NCAA Football

The upset that happened in
college football this last week
came from the matchup be-
tween the Houston Cougars and
the Navy Midshipmen.

The Navy Midshipmen are
students in the Naval academy,
where attendees of the school
go on to serve in the Navy. I al-
ways root for the service acad-
emies in athletics because all
of those athletes will go on to
serve our country before ever
touching a professional playing
field. These men and women
are the real definition of stu-
dent-athletes.

Focusing on this particular
game, the Midshipmen were
able to force the Cougars to
turn the ball over three times.
They turned two of those three
turnovers into touchdowns,
and won by a score of 46-40.

Until next week, K DEN!

aoda@willamette.edu

The Golden State Warriors are in a
strange position this year. They could
have had the chance to go for a three-
peat last season. This would have ce-
mented their legacy as one of the best
teams of all time.

Instead, they fell short in the finals
and responded by signing Kevin Du-
rant. With this signing, the Warriors
could easily run off a new three-peat if
everything breaks right. Or this could
be an unstable chemistry experiment
that ends with Durant opting out of the
second year of his deal.

Experiment is a good word for what
the Warriors will be doing this season.
Since this core group has been work-
ing together, they've been making us
all question what “winning” basketball
looks like. This is the year it could go
from chem-lab to mad science.

The style they play, much to the ire
of many retired players, is very perim-
eter centric. Conventional wisdom has
always held that you need a surefire
way of producing baskets inside in or-
der to win at the highest level. Shoot-
ing, no matter how great, is much
more erratic, and therefore cannot al-
ways be relied upon to win you games.
The Warriors do produce buckets in
the paint, but they just do it by ball and
player movement as opposed to much
more conventional post ups.

Though their success speaks for it-
self, these critics were somewhat vali-
dated on the final play of the Warriors
last season. With the clock winding
down, point guard Stephen Curry laid
out a combination of ineffective drib-
ble moves, and hoisted a fading three
over Kevin Love. Curry makes these
shots on a routine basis, but with ev-
erything riding on the percentage of
that shot going in, it's understandable
to prefer a simple post up 10-feet from
the basket.

Durant solves this problem. Be-
sides Shaun Livingston, the Warriors
have almost never posted the ball to
score in the last two seasons. Dray-
mond Green and Andrew Bogut are
and were great playmakers out of the
post, but youwere never going to throw
it to them in order to get a basket late
in the game. Durant is a walking mis-
match. In the post or on the perimeter,
giving him the ball and getting out of
the way will almost always produce a
high quality look. Unlike in Oklahoma
City where Durant was simply one of
two threats to score, the thing that will
make this team unlike anything we've
seen before is the sheer amount of
passing and shooting skill they will be
able to put on the court at once.

Durant is a very heady basketball
player, something that gets overshad-
owed because of his scoring ability,
and should be able to fit right in with
the other offensive weapons around
him. On paper, it looks like they have
thrown conventional basketball to the
wind.

With Bogut in the lineup, they al-
ways had some kind of insurance
against teams with dominating big
men. Though Zaza Pachulia is a very
good replacement for him in wake
of the Durant signing, he isn’t the
same defensive player that Bogut was.
The Warriors are going all in on this
bet now. A bet that a combination of
heady, undersized basketball players
will be able to beat a physically larger
team more often than not. The result
will probably cast ripples across the
basketball landscape for years to come,
and watching how it will play out will
be fascinating.

atgordon@willamette.edu
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Taking a knee in solidarity with victims of injustice worldwide

MONTREAL GRAY
CONTIRBUTOR

Maybe this will fault me one day,
butithasn'tso far: I'm aheart-think-
er. I do what my heart compels me to,
and my heart screams at every injus-
tice this nation procures. I used to
use Snapchat as an outlet for these
screams by posting vlogs speaking
up about injustice. No matter how
many views my vlogs received, I
found myself left feeling angry and
unsatisfied.

I thought about what more I could
do. It's one thing to speak up about
injustice; it's another to act against it.
I realized that I could show solidarity
and support in a more pronounced
manner. | could take a knee during
the national anthem. I did not want
to be an example in the same capaci-
ty as Colin Kaepernick, but I did want
to be a co-facilitator of the recogni-
tion of the fallacies that this country
has convinced many of regarding its
own nature.

Many of these lies are held in the
image of the American Flag. I do not
argue whether the flag and all things
related claim to represent freedom
and justice for all, I argue the false
integrity of those claims this na-
tion holds to. My conscience cannot
stand in front of and unite myself to
a symbol of false piety, so I kneel in
unity with the movement that seeks
to restore the integrity of this nation.

Yet even those who recognize the
fallacy behind the ideals of our na-
tion find an insurmountable num-
ber of reasons to distract themselves
from the main cause of the demon-
stration. These include claims that
doing so indicates disrespect toward
our military veterans. In my opinion,
the action of kneeling provides quite
the opposite effect.

This is the same construct that
makes it more traumatic for veterans
to enlist under non-binary identi-
ties. It is the same system that told
one veteran that her uniform being
too closely fit to her natural body
shape was the cause of her rape. This
is the nation that welcomes veterans
back to the country they fought for,
and then deports them. It is the same

All citizens are alike in their tre-
mendous struggles with inequality
and injustice in the United States,

Kneeling before the flag during
the national anthem serves to pro-
test the institutional discrimina-
tions which oppress our veterans.
The system that proliferates barriers
of opportunity between class, race,
gender, age and ability is the same
system that allows Native Ameri-
can veterans at Standing Rock to be
attacked by militarized dogs while,
once again, defending their land.

This institution is the same one
that turns a blind eye when unarmed
veterans are continuously murdered
by law enforcement because of racist
and classist biases internalized by
individual officers.

nation that leaves many non-white,
LBGTQ+ and differently abled veter-
ans to walk the sidewalks asking for
spare change.

Taking a knee can be observed by
some as disrespect, but the central
idea behind the action is to show
support and solidarity with veterans
and civilians. All citizens are alike in
their tremendous struggles with in-
equality and injustice in the United
States.

The day before this weekend’s
home game, I still had no definitive
decision regarding whether I would
be kneeling or not. I brought the top-
icup againto be received by the advi-

sory of my cheer teammates. In sum-
mary, there was not a lack of support
for individual actions. However,
there was a great deal of cautioning
regarding the repercussions that
could potentially follow my actions.

Conversations with peers and
other advisors the following day
were supportive, but also reminding
me of the consequences of demon-
strations. These included retalia-
tion, the bias of potential employers,
etc. On the other hand, there was my
heart-thinking, my consciousness
of the debauching of this nation’s
promises and wanting to maintain
my reputation as someone willing to
follow my words with my actions.

The pressure I'd internalized to
make a decision was immense. It’s
something I had been discussing
for weeks, but hadn’t fully made a
decision about. In fact, the entire
week beforehand, I was leaning to-
wardsnot demonstrating. Only seven
minutes before the anthem was to be
sang, I changed my mind again. Five
minutes before, I tried to compro-
mise. I announced to my team and
my friends that I would not be taking
a knee, but rather raising my fist in
protest instead.

The anthem began. My imme-
diate thoughts as I stood awkwardly
with one hand in the air (not even
making a proper fist) were that I was
not staying true to what I had intend -
ed to be my demonstration. I thought

of the hypocrisy of subduing a pro-
test to save one’s self from repercus-
sions when part of the power behind
protests is that the demonstrator is
aware of the repercussions of their
actions, yet is still willing to follow
through.

At that moment, something
stronger than the fear of anything I
had been advised against pulled me
toward the ground. That thing was
the thought of my own integrity. If I
am going to talk the talk, I'm going
to walk the walk. This is something I
find often doesn’t happen in the U.S.
I believe it is part of the reason why
we have many disconnects between
the equalities and liberties all are
promised, yet only a few receive.

I find these disconnects at Wil-
lamette as well, but I did not kneel
to inform students of anything they
could not readily find themselves if
they took the initiative to research.
Here, there are plentiful opportuni-
ties and amenities to aid in quick re-
search. I encourage Willamette stu-
dents to further educate themselves
on the injustices of our country.

Furthermore, I call students to
action. Taking a knee is not for ev-
eryone, but there is a wide range of
capacities in which one can demon-
strate solidarity and action against
injustice. Find one that suits you,
and put your integrity behind it.

megray@willamette.edu

Correct pronouns: Embracing marginalized identities

CONTINUED from Page 1

‘What does this have to do with
pronouns? The answer is that
the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis can
be directly applied to pronouns.
In the English language, we only
use the singular “they” when we
don’t know if someone is male
or female, because we only have
two gendered pronouns and two
genders. For the most part, it's a
shorter way of saying “he or she.”
This hasn’t been questioned in
mainstream culture until very
recently, so we as a culture hav-
en’t yet accepted the change that’s
happening.

Because the way we talk to strang-
ers is so gendered, it’s come to seem
natural for us to assume people’s
gender just by looking at them. It’s
generally been considered impolite,
until recently, to ask what pronouns
someone uses. That would mean
they don't fit their assigned gender
very well, which Western culture has
always viewed as a negative thing.
We say “sir,” “ma’am,” and “Mr.” in
social interactions almost every day.
Yet what if someone is neither male
nor female?

I know alot of people would like
to challenge me on my assumption
that there are more than two gen-
ders, and I know their reasoning
will mostly be based in an over-
simplified and medically inaccu-
rate view of biology.

I disagree with this train of
thought for several reasons. First,
it assumes that gender is inher-
ently based on sex. If that were
the case, men and women could
act exactly the same and no one
would challenge it because sex is
all that would matter. Gender roles
wouldn’t need to exist because
gender would be synonymous with
sex, not based on behavior or so-
cial perceptions. People wouldn't
feel the need to “prove” masculini-
ty or femininity.

This system of thought also
assumes that there are only two
sexes. Yet sex is based on a variety
of things: genitalia, organs, hor-
mones, the brain and secondary
sex characteristics. There can be
divergence from one norm or the
other in any or all of these catego-
ries. Sex categorization does not
come down to just genitals.

Even if it did, not all genitals
fit into one of two categories. We
used to call people whose genitals
didn’t conform to male or female
“hermaphrodites.” This word has
become obsolete in the fields of
biology and medicine, because
the way it translates implies being
completely male and completely
female at the same time. This isn’t
actually biologically possible (at
least in terms of sex; for gender,
it's entirely possible). The word
we use now is “intersex,” because
it is more accurate to say that
these people are a mix of sexes.

See? Language is always rele-
vant. Of course, there is some de-
bate about whether intersex peo-
ple are really a mix of two sexes, or
actually different sexes altogeth-
er. Still, we don’t have a word for
every possible sex yet, so it’s eas-
iest for our culture to just assume
that this isn’t the case.

If someone uses female pro-
nouns to describe me, they're
doing so because it’s been deeply
ingrained in them since birth to
assume my gender subconscious-
ly. In this case, the gender they're
perceiving me as is female. I
don’t blame them for that; that’s
just how our culture has always
worked, so unlearning that con-
cept is a process.

Not everyone comes from a
background where it’'s ever re-
ally seemed to matter. I had to
learn not to gender strangers,
too, and I'm still learning. How-
ever, if someone doesn’t try, and
if they completely reject the idea

of pronouns outside of the male
and female -categories they've
grown up with, that’s a decision
they've made, not biology at work.
In making that decision, they've
decided to completely ignore my
lived experiences, and the lived
experiences of everyone in my
shoes. They may think they know
me, but to pretend my non-bina-
ry identity hasn't shaped me and
isn't real is to completely misun-
derstand me.

According to a study by the
UCLA School of Law, 41 percent
of transgender respondents at-
tempted suicide in their life-
times. This is their response to
being constantly marginalized.
Transgender people are constant-
ly denied healthcare and hous-
ing, discriminated against when
looking for jobs and physically
attacked. Most transgender mur-

der victims who were the targets
of hate crimes have historically
been Black transgender women.
The intolerance of transgender
people isn’t just a bathroom issue.
The marginalization runs so much
deeper than that.

Both biologically and psycho-
logically, there are more than two
sexes and genders. Not everyone is
a man or a woman. Unfortunately,
our language and culture only re-
ally allow the acknowledgement of
two genders.

When a new concept is intro-
duced to a culture and the cul-
ture doesn’t have the language to
describe it, what does the culture
do? We must create the necessary
language, of course! After all, if
the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesisisap-
plied, it becomes pretty apparent
that no matter how real non-bi-
nary genders are, they’ll never

be treated or viewed as naturally
as male and female genders are if
we don’t develop the language to
describe them. As a consequence,
transgender people are constantly
thrown under the bus.

Until we adopt the language to
describe people of different gen-
ders the same way we describe
men and women, this will never
cease to be a problem. The good
thing about language is that we as
individuals have a lot more power
than we realize to change this. By
asking the pronouns of new peo-
ple you meet, and by learning to
use the pronouns people ask you
to use, you can normalize more
inclusive language. That alone
makes all the difference in the
world.

mellis@willamette.edu
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Police brutality: Looking injustice in the eye
s the American public still just as blind to racism?
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PATRICK LOFTUS

AKERAH MACKEY
CONTRIBUTOR

We do not need any more images,
videos or newspaper articles to see
racism’s strong and beating heart in
this country. We have enough imag-
es to make America see the horrors
that Black people in this country
face. There is no need for any more
hashtags, tweets or heated debates
to see inequality. We do not need one
more dead African-American young
man on Facebook, Instagram, Twit-
ter or any daily news shows to see in-
equality.

To many, images are the stron-
gest form of art. What images can do
to the human psyche is unmatched.
An image can inflict pain, love, anger
and even compassion, sometimes all
in the same image. An image is ca-
pable of transporting a person. It can

make a human feel all the emotions of
actually experiencing an event them-
selves. Just as images have the power
to heal and expose the inequalities of
the world, they also have the power to
further the divides that are already in
place.

The proof of this statement lies in
our political situation, our laws and
the images themselves. Every day
when we look at the news, there is
another dead Black bodylaying onthe
ground and paying for the sin of life.
The speed that information travels in
this world is one that we often mar-
vel at. Yet the speed at which Black
bodies travel around social media,
newspapers and news channels is
damaging our ability to grieve. It is
damaging our ability to understand
why these deaths happen.

More importantly, it is damag-
ing our ability to make the changes

necessary to prevent these deaths.
Repeatedly viewing violent images
can give the viewers PTSD. Police
brutality in this country is extremely
violent, from choking men to death
to repeatedly shooting them in the
chest. An example of this includes
the video of a Black 16-year-old girl
named Shakara being placed in a
chokehold, flipped over in her seat,
then dragged and thrown across her
classroom before being handcuffed
by a South Carolina school officer in
October of 2015 .

Images like these oftentimes are
merely constant reminders to those
of us that experience racism that
white people trust us so little, we need
avideo of things like this to prove the
validity of our statements.

We did need these images before
the Civil Rights Movement, when
men were lynched and Emmit Till
was beaten until he was unrecogniz-
able. We needed the images of Black
people being mowed down, thrown
in jail and blasted with water hoses,
all for merely asking for the rights al-
ready legally theirs.

The Civil Rights Movement would
need a woman by the name of Ma-
mie Carthan Till-Mobley to release
the grim images of her beaten son,
Emmett Till, so that America might
open its eyes and see the horror we
needed to face. Emmett Till whistled
at a white married woman, and in re-
taliation was beaten, mutilated and
shot, before being thrown in the Tal-
lahatchie River.

Almost eighty-six years after the
release of the first lynching photos,
and sixty-one years after the death
of Emmett Till, do Black people still
need photographic evidence to prove
inequality exists? Slavery ended no
more than 153 years ago, and lasted
for more than 300 hundred years.

Why do we still push racism to the
side so quickly? We did not need
images to create slavery and the in-
equality it brought, so why dowe need
images to end the inequality?

The answer is this: we need these
images because America refuses to
open her eyes. Police brutality has
been used against African-Ameri-
cans since the Emancipation Procla-
mation that gave slaves their freedom
in 1863. This process started with the
justification of lynchings in the rural
South, then with the creation of Jim
Crow laws (Jim Crow laws were only
abolished in the 1960s). Even then,
we needed to use images to show the
world what inequality in the South
really looked like.

Yet it seems like if there is no sign
hanging over a bathroom dictating
whether the bathroom is for Blacks
or whites, we are equal — until, of
course, the very moment we are lying
on the floor, dead and left to lay there
for four hours, killed at the hands of
awhite man. Yet, even then, America
forgets the anger and sadness it feels
for these people until the next victim
of the cycle.

If it takes any more images of dead
African-American men than the ones
we already have, then lack of images
is not the problem. The problem is
the blind eyes these images fall upon.
This blindness shows us that dead
Black bodies are still “strange fruit.”

The poem “Strange Fruit” was
written in 1937 by Abel Meeropol,
most famously sung by Billie Hol-
iday. The images of this poem still
ring clear today. Yet, now the strange
fruit does not hang from trees; rath-
er, it lies on the ground, it sits in your
newsfeed waiting for you to stumble
upon it. What does it say about us,
when we can stumble upon dead chil -
dren and men on the internet? The

response of apathy is astounding ...
unless you don't see them as people,
but rather something different.
America needs to realize that we
are not equal, and we do not have
“liberty and justice for all.” There is
no getting over this fact, and it’s false
to suggest that drawing attention to
institutionalized racism is “mak-
ing race relations worse than before
Obama,” as the Trump campaign pro-
poses. We need to kneel at football
games, protest on the freeway and
cry at the images of young Black men
dead after being shot in cold blood.
We need to do this until they no lon-
ger are strange fruit. This must hap-
penuntil Blacklives are honored, and
the wounds make way for a blossom-
ing tree that we can all watch grow.
Yes, images of deaths reveal in-
equality and injustice in a criminal
system that let the brutal killers of
Emmett Till walk free. Nonetheless,
it imprisons the mind to see so much
pain and suffering every day, espe-
cially if that day has lasted 153 years.
If Emmett Till's mother had not
released the photos of her son’s grue-
some fate, would America have be-
lieved such horrors occurred? Do you
need proof of these events? Nearly
one in three of those killed by police
in 2015 were Black, and of that alarge
margin were identified as unarmed.
The actual number is likely high-
er due to underreporting. In 2015, 37
percent of unarmed people killed by
police were Black, despite Black peo-
ple being only 13 percent of the U.S.
population. Unarmed Black people
were killed at five times the rate of
unarmed whites in 2015.
It is your choice whether to open
your eyes. I hope you do not need one
more image to do so.

anmackey@uwillamette.edu

Policing race: Otficer abuse of power against the mentally ll

QUINLYN MANFULL
STAFF WRITER

Recently a video was released
of a fatal shooting of a homeless,
mentally-ill, Black man, Joseph
Mann, on July 11, 2016 which on
first take can be mistaken for a
National Geographic video of peo-
ple hunting a wild boar.

My first reaction when watch-
ing the video of Mann being
chased down was thinking back to
the Stanford Prison experiment
and the Milgram experiment,
where individuals, when given the
ability and option to harm other
individuals, will. Without much
prompting, everyday Stanford
University students were willing
to physically and verbally abuse
other students because they had
a baton in hand and were told the
other students were criminals.

Any person, when given the
power of abuse against individu-
alstheyare told are bad, will abuse
“bad” people. When mostly white
men are given this power, and are
exposed to media that portrays
Black communities as criminal
and associates white communities
with the PTA and customized sta-
tionary, the end result is similar
to a hunting game. This cycle does
nothing but perpetuate a self-ful-
filling prophecy about criminality
and Blackness.

If this video doesn’t start more
conversations on the terrifying
nature of fatal power in the hands
of the common person, conversa-
tions about how we treat and han-
dle mental illness in America and
how we can best address issues of
homelessness, I'm not sure any-
thing can.

Mann was shot 14 times by a
Sacramento police officer. A vid-
eo recently released shows a pa-
trol car, with two officers inside,
tailing Mann for several blocks
before one officer exclaiming,
“fuck this guy,” and “I'm going to
hit him.”

“Go for it,” the other officer re-
affirms, before the car speeds up
and swerves off road to try and run
Mann over. They barely miss him
as he crosses the street, and they
attempt again. When they do not
hit him, they get out and proceed
to chase Mann and fire 18 shots.

Now, three months later, these
two officers are on desk duty. The
same can be said for the murders
of Alfred Olango and many oth-
ers. If that is how we handle pre-
meditated attacks by police on the
Black community, if that is how
we handle mental illness and the
pipeline to prison time or home-
lessness, I have lost all faith in ev-
ery sector of our legal system.

When video and audio footage
can come out of this premedi-

tated attack and nothing is done
but perhaps a slap on the wrist, I
question if there is even an end in
sight.

When will we stop making ex-

The public

who are obviously too inept to
handle the job of protecting the
citizens of a community — espe-
cially when those citizens happen
to not be white.

makes ex-

cuses for men who are
obviously too inept to
handle the job of pro-
tecting the citizens of a
community - especial-
ly when those citizens
happen o not be white.

cuses for police officers? Will this
end the long train of letting offi-
cers off the hook because they're
cops, and of course there must
be some explanation? “Cops are
good men doing impossible jobs,
they need our support.” The pub-
lic makes these excuses for men

White police officers are on the
hunt for Black men. Police have
proven they cannot properly han-
dle the fact that Black people are
allowed to wear hoodies, walk on
the streets at night, listen to loud
music or sit on their own porch in
what is seen as a “nice” neighbor-

hood. Moreover, police officers
are clearly not properly trained in
how to handle the homeless pop-
ulation or mentallyill individuals.

The amount of power (and
deadly force) put in the hands of
peoplewith barelyanytrainingre-
garding how to handle people who
may be different from themselves
causes them to kill Black people at
unbearable rates. If we do not ad-
dress all of these issues, the cycle
will continue: there will be (little
to) no (worthwhile) training giv-
en on mental illness for police of -
ficers or lawyers or judges. Pris-
ons and back alleys will continue
to be the largest mental-health
facilities in the country. There is a
privilege involved in being treat-
ed for mental-illness; the vast
majority of those thusly suffering
do not have it.

When police departments and
politicians make excuses for offi-
cers who plan to kill a mentally ill
homeless man, I honestly cannot
imagine an end to excuses on be-
half of officers who kill any Black
person. Without changes to media
portrayal and law enforcement
training, these horror stories will
continue. Protesters will be ar-
rested, while more murderers end
up on desk duty.

gimanfull@willamette.edu
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If you could change the ending of a movie or TV show, which would you choose and how

Emily Schwaner

Senior

Japanese Studies
Albuguerque, New Mexico

The last James Bond film, “Spectre.” It ended] awfully. Like it was a great mix up for the genre, |
thought, but the ending was so stereotypically bad. In the reviews, | was promised a much more
mature love inferest and an actual relationship, and he ends up rescuing this daughter of a scientist
who has to probably be 35 years younger than him, and they hate each other at the beginning.
And of course she falls in love with him. He kills the bad guy and walks away because now he's
moral, which is cinematically beautiful, but it's awful symbolically. | would change it by definitely not
making it dependent on the fact that he has fallen in love with yet another woman who could be
his daughter. It was beautiful up until the end, so maybe watch it until the last 20 minutes.

Student submission from the Bistro suggestion box.

would you change it? (SPOILER ALERT)

Akeylah Hernandez
First Year

Probably Folitics

San Francisco, California

I know exactly what | would do. So the movie “Pretty in Pink." | would definitely change the ending to
the original ending in the book where Andie and Duckie get together. | love that movie and | love
Duckie Dale, but she should not be with Blane. That's 100 percent what | would do like 10 times out
of 10. | heard that there was this choreography where she was supposed to do this dance, but she
wasn't feeling wel and it didn't look good, so they changed the ending and put in Blane. And Im like
what the hel Molly Ringwald? We couldn't wait another day until she was better? You're just ruining
my life because she was sick one night? | love that movie, mostly because | love Duckie Dale. He just
makes that fim.
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