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If education is the key to success, a liberal arts education
will unlock any door. Few other experiences pm\'idc the I

skill set, depth of perspective and ethical conditioning that
come standard with any liberal education. That’s why lib-
eral arts graduates aren't just ready for a job, they're ready

to take on the world.




52

TP
y

Wig
'l !}"‘




“_7 LIBERAL EDUCATION
SAYS YOU CAN WRITE. YOU
CAN SPEAK. YOU HAVE
FUNDAMENTAL QUANTI-
TATIVE SKILLS. YOU HAVE
A SENSE OF ART AND A
SENSE OF HISTORY. YOU
HAVE THOSE THINGS
THAT CAN PUT YOU INTO
ANY NUMBER OF PLACES.”

T Hm'mgl.‘}'mirh
Bean of the Callege of Liberal Arts




. 7 2000 SURVEY OF
FORTUNE 500 CHIEF
EXECUTIVES REVEALED

THAT AN ESTIMATED 40
PERCENT OF CEOS HOLD
LIBERAL ARTS DEGREES,




of Oregon’s largest cautle operations. “The

Jack Wilson 52
Cattle Rancher
North Powder; Ore.

A liberal arts education prepared Jack
Wilson '52 for two completely different ven-
tures — cattle and corks. As.a political science
major, Jack wanted to become ari attorney,
moving on from the life he knew. growing up
on a cattle ranch in Eastern Oregon. But his
love of ranching called him home.

Afier returning to North Powder, he mar-
ried Meredith, his high school sweetheart and
life partner, and ogether they raised a son
and three daughters. Jack. along with his
brother, grew the Wilson Cattle Co. into one

ideals Willamette taught and the people I met
there have made me a more successful busi-
ness person.”

Willamette also taught Jack to be respon-
sible for the world around him. He has taken
that lesson and incorporated it into his busi-
ness by being a caretaker of his land and a for-
ward-thinker in the catle business. “I call
mysell a conservationist. We try to do whatev-
er is right for our land. We are also looking
nto ways of identifying our cattle other than
hot branding, possibly with the use of com-
puter chips. The less stress we put on animals
the happier they are.”

The lamily business comtinues with the
filth generation. Jack’s son and nephew now
run the contpany. with the addition of three
30,000-head custom cattle feedlots in Oregon
and Washington. Although Jack still rounds
up cattle from time to time and manages parts
ol the business, he and Meredith use their free
time to travel the world learning about dilfer-
ent cultures and tasting and collecting red
wines. Jack’ love of red wines led him 1o
invest in a start-up synthetic cork company
in 1993, now the largest producer of

}

synthetic corks worldwide. “I love

what I've done and 1 think

Willamette prepared me well for :
the business career that I've had.”




SPIRITS

rom a cattle rancher to a 3rd grade teacher to a quiz show
champxon Willamette alumni have used their broad liberal
arts education to lead creative and balanced lives filled with
personal and professional success. The following pages will
introduce you to seven fascinating men and women — a sampling
of Willamette’s diverse alumni — who continue to expand their
knowledge of the world and to seek out new experiences.

By Michelle Maynard

20




Ryan Holznagel '83
Writerfeditor
Boston, Mass.

Ryan Holznagel '83 can tell you all about
Buddha, Babe Ruth and Bigfoot along with
1,700 other famous figures. As writer and edi-
tor of www.who2.com ~ an online encyclope-
dia created with Paul Hehn 82, Ryan has
spent the last five years gathering bits of data
on all kinds of subjects. In 1995, Ryan’s mem-
ory and broad knowledge were put to the test
when he competed and won Jeopardy’s
$100,000 Tournament of Champions.

Willamette supported Ryan’s interest in
varied subjects. Even as a history major, Ryan
took diverse classes, including computer pro-
gramming, “Many times in the past two
decades I've been surprised to lind that some-
thing 1 took as a sidelight at Willamette has
proved crucial in real life. My familiarity with
computing made me comfortable working in
the technology field. Thats a classic liberal arts
‘accident’ - finding you're prepared for some-
thing you never planned for.”

Ryan’s liberal arts background also pre-
pared him for a diverse writing career. “My
career has zig-zagged several times, from live
film production to writing for the Internet,
and it seems clear that my education made
that possible.” Ryan has written electronic

learning games and worked for the Internet
portal Lycos where he produced Lycos' enter-
tainment section and created the Lycos 50, a
weekly ranking of the Web’s most-searched
terms. Prior to writing for the Internet, Ryan
wrote for television and won an Emmy Award
in 1993 for writing the animated TV special
*A Claymation Easter.”

Ryan thrives on tackling new challenges
and has used his years ol writing experience to
become a sell-employed writer and editor;

however, he continues to expand his knowl-
edge of facts by profiling famous figures for

- 43
Who2. “I've always felt 1 had a flexible future

— that I could make my way in many /™ \\
jobs any fields —and a liberal ™ ‘
jobs or many fields —and a P -'-“:. \\

arts education helped give me that w7\ I
confidence.” A
%







Barry Nelson '99
Financial Planner
Salem, Ore.

Planning for the future is one of the
biggest puzzles everyone faces. Barry Nelson
‘09, an associate at Capital Financial Planners,
helps people assemble their financial puzzles,
“I find the problem-solving very interesting in
this business. I enjoy dissecting situations and
building them back up.” However, working
in the financial world was the last thing on
Barry's mind when he entered Willamette.

From the time he was a child singing in
the car with his dad, Gregory '64 L67, mom,
Linda (Stewart) ‘67, and younger brother,
David '02, Barry had a passion for music. In
elementary school, he sang in the church
youth choir. Throughout high school he sang
in the jazz and concert choirs while balancing
other school activities such as basketball and
baseball. In high school, music was a hobby
for Barry, and his strength in mathematics led
him to dream of bécoming an engineer.

A music scholarship and family history
led Barry 1o Willamette. He entered
Willamettes 3-2 engineering program, where
students spend the first three years at
Willamette and two more years at an engi-
neering school. But as he explored all
Willamette has to offer, Barry’s priorities
changed. He joined the Willamette Singers
and Chamber Choir his freshman year which
led to him to rethink his dream. “It was late in
my sophomore year that I decided to follow
my passion and change my major to music
education.”

Willamette’s liberal arts background gave
Barry the foundation to make the leap [rom
music major to financial planner. “Willamette
doesn't train you in one specific category, so
you're able to adapt to any number of .
things that might come your way. I've |
always been a math guy, a music guy l
and a sports guy, and Willamette ‘_
allowed me to experience all of those.” 2




Laura (Fear) Archer '79

Veterinarian
Independence, Ore.

Ballroom dancing, gardening, writing,
cooking and home renovation are just a lew of
velerinarian Laura (Fear) Archers '79 interests.
But when shes not planting tomatoes or fixing
her sons' favorite meal, Laura is taking care ol
her pets — two dogs. eight cats, a canary and a
bearded dragon — and running Ash Creek
Animal Clinic with her husband, Bob,

Willamette nurtured Lauras broad-based
interests, but she chose her major very care-
Tully. “English was a little less strict in how
many actual English classes you had to take,
$0/1 had more time 1o take other classes. |
-.Ilt}_‘itd_lihistory, the languages, religion, science
and of course, literature.”

F Afier graduation, Laura, lluent in German,
taught English in Germany, but her love of sci-
ence and animals soon called her to veterinary
school. She began graduate school in Europe
and finished her education in the Pacific
Northwest, but her liberal arts background
carried her through vet school. “English
helped me all the way through because it was
my way ol supporting mysell in Germany.
When I was going to vet school at Oregon
State and Washington State, my work study
Jjohs were always English related.”

Even with her career, she continues to use
her English skills by writing a newsletter for
the Corvallis Vet Association, a column for the
Statesman Journal and the handouts she and
Bob give to pet owners. Her role as mom also
keeps her busy with sons Jacob, 14, and
Johnathan, 6.

When Laura speaks to children about her
education, she encourages them to study lib-
eral arts. “T thinlk it is better for your whole life
not 1o focus on one particular subject.
Plus I'still have that idea thar there
is something wrong with going to
school just 1o get a job. It seems
like you should go to school to
improve your mind."
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Tim McFall '87 M'90
Vice President af Marketing

Care for an ice-cold Heleweizen, Hop
Jmh"ﬂlhnﬁe Ale or Sommerbriau? Tim McFall
'87 M'90, beer connoisseur and vice president
ing for Widmer Brothers Brewing
tland, Ore., can tell you the intrica-
v. “1 doubt there is a beer sold
that I have not tasted. A
Great American Beer
¢ than 200 beers.”
Tim’s position allowed him
rning palate for beer, it has
y to study the con-
by people’s enthusiasm
ve that such a high level

on for the product is

bn,stness‘ ness.” Tims position
egic planning, new product

[!ty. thl‘amettes broad-based
e eclucation gave him the (oun-

e:dm:ation pmvided me with a-

‘o think through situations and

ﬁ;@ information-based decisions.

- Willamette challenges you to look at situations

%ﬁ‘n a mietyﬂf perspectives.”

' A[l’thwgb Tims career demands much of
his time. he does enjoy a round of golf now
and then and spending quality time with his
wile; Robin (Schmidi) ‘87, and their children
Zach, 4, and Lauren, 2. Tim credits his liberal

‘ _ ants education for providing the tools 1o

: _;‘1\ attain personal and professional suc-

C . . cess. “A liberal arts education results

e in a stronger and more well-rounded
¥ graduate. Men and women who thrive
| on knowledge and who have an ability
| 1o interact, think and contribute at a
o & higﬁer level.”

VEIN




Sowhatisa
Bearcat?

A beareat, also called'a bintur-
ang (hin'too fong), 15 a shag-
gy-toated mammal native to
Sautheast Asia. Itls the largest
memberof the mengoose
farmily and s nearly 3-teet long
excluding alang muscular tail.
The bearcat, mainly a nociur-
nal animal, feeds onfruit, sags
and small amimals

Willamette is nat the anly
Beafcat amona universities.
Cither schabls that use the:
Bearcat mascol ipclude the
University of Cincinnati, Ohio;
Southiwest Baptist University,
Missour, and Binghamton
University, New Yark,
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Apprecliating your
| Liberal Arts Education
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New Faces

Jill Munger

o
{!lll_‘

ones (1.2
L4y

FORE

WILLAMETTE

Corrina Hawkins

Lt “111 -\le:a..

Join Willamette University for the 27th
Annual Fore Willamette Golf Tournament

Monday, Sept. 9, 2002, lllahe Hills Country Club

Fore Willamette is a fund-raising event for student schol-
arships and the Athletics Department. Tell your friends
... great food, great golf, great prizes for a great cause!

Please call 503-370-6740 for more information.




Alumni

Print and On-line
Directories Coming!
allimni directory, as wall 3 an
online directory schediled for
spring 2003, all alumni will
receive @ suivey 1o give us the.
most up-to-date information for
these directories. PLEASE take:
the time to complete and return.
this survey = it will help ushelp
you stay connected with your
classmates and callege friends.
The survey will be available this
fall. Thanks in advance foryoar |
participation! |
|
|
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Class Links

C.L.A. CLASS LINKS
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