Feature

Are you registered
to vote in Oregon?
Learn more about
seven measures on
the ballot today.
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Interested in climb-
ing, but not sure
where to start?
Check out the
sports section for
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OPINIONS

Make the most of every moment

NATASHA PARERH

Paella in Brussels, Belgium; Grand Place in Brussels, Belgium.

NATASHA PAREKH
COLUMNIST

As much as I could
spend every moment of my
103 days studying abroad
exclusively in Prague, it is
amazing to have the mobil-
ity to visit other European
countries every weekend.

Studying in the Czech
Republic puts me a three
hour bus ride from Vienna,
an hour plane ride from
Paris and a two hour tram
ride from Slovakia. After
spending my first three
weekends in Germany, Bel-
gium and Poland respec-
tively, I've accumulated
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NATASHA PAREKH

some tricks for efficiently
planning weekend travel

in Europe.
1 Plan out your dates
of intended travel be-
fore you get to your program

by basing them on your fi-
nals and midterms schedule.

See ABROAD, Page 10

NEWS

‘Late Night’ numbers drop
Senators reject strategic plan

ALYSSA MILSTEAD
STAFF WRITER

At the ASWU meeting on Thurs-
day, Oct. 9, senators and executives
discussed Late Night Eats, a week-
ly program on Wednesdays in Cat
Cavern from 8-11 p.m.

According to ASWU President
Andrés Oswill, Late Night Eats Di-
rector Yulya Yakubovsky expressed
concern about the amount of stu-
dents attending the event, and said
that the program made approxi-
mately $300 on Wednesday, Oct. 8.

“She experienced low turnout at
yesterday’s event and spent a lot of
time talking to students about why
they weren’t attending,” Oswill
said. “Her sense was that numbers
are dwindling because people can’t
afford to spend cash every week.”

Chris Linn, director of Bon Ap-
pétit at Willamette, suggested mak-
ing Late Night Eats more special by
not having it as often. ASWU sen-
ate spent a few minutes debating
the pros and cons of this option.

“My concern is that people
would forget about it entirely if it
was biweekly,” junior ASWU sena-
tor Teo Ekstrom said.

During senator reports at the
same meeting, Ekstrom asked if
ASWU could inform University
President Stephen Thorsett of the

senate’s collective disapproval of his
plan to make all Willamette students
live on campus for three years.

“We could put out, hey, just so
you know, nobody wants you to do
this,” Ekstrom said.

At an ASWU meeting last year,
Thorsett presented a plan that
would extend the number of years
that students must live on campus.
He explained the reasoning be-
hind this plan and its successes at
schools like Harvard University.

ASWU senators agreed that it
could be worthwhile to invite him
back to a senate meeting for those
who did not get to hear his plan.
Senators decided that they might
advertise the visit so that any Wil-
lamette student could attend that
specific meeting.

At the meeting, Oswill asked if
any senators would be interested
in assisting in the drafting of a pro-
posal that would suggest a week-
long Thanksgiving break for Wil-
lamette students. He said that As-
sociate Dean of Campus Life Jackie
Balzer thought that a proposal for
a weeklong break would be more
successful if it was data driven.

“She had some information on
what would be persuasive concern-
ing why it's not worth going [to
classes that week] at all,” Oswill said.

amilstea@uillamette.edu

NEWS

‘A huge problem’

WARNING: This article contains statistics about
power-based violence and sexual assault.

ZANE SPARLING
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The number of forcible
sexual offenses reported to
University sources jumped
to 20 in calendar year 2013,
up from 13 last year, ac-
cording to federally-man-
dated security data pub-
lished Oct. 1.

University officials said
the rate of incidents of rape
and sexual harassment had
stayed flat, but that the in-
crease meant a growing
number of survivors were
accessing adjudicative pro-
cedures and other resources.

The Oct. 1 report is man-
dated by the Clery Act,

which requires institutions
of higher learning to pub-
lish crime and fire safety
statistics annually.

An additional three cas-
es of sexual assault were
disclosed to confidential re-
sources, like Sexual Assault
Response Allies. They were
referenced in the Clery re-
port but not included in the
final tally.

Director of Campus
Safety Ross Stout said the
data did not accurately cap-
ture the number of cases of
gender-based violence oc-
curring at Willamette, but
that the rise in reports was
encouraging.

See STUDY, Page 2

LIFESTYLES

IAN SIEG
LAYOUT EDITOR

Twisted does not even
begin to describe human
nature. If Hollywood is
an accurate barometer
of our culture, we're be-
yond fucked up.

“Gone Girl” opens
with a question: What
do you feel when you
look into your lover’s
eyes? The narrator
considers the answer
a universal truth: We
want to bash their
head open and unrav-
el the secrets of their
brain—at least that’s
what I took away from
the premise.

I went into “Gone
Girl” with only the

‘Gone Girl” turns matrim

knowledge that Da- ;
vid Fincher directed
the blockbuster and

ony on

Ben Affleck, the young
blood Batman, stars
in it. I didn’t read the
book by Gillian Flynn
or the movie reviews;
I just hoped “Girl”
would fare better than
Fincher’s paltry Ameri-
canized version of “The
Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo.”

Fortunately, the di-
rector has delivered
another dark, twisted,
messy human look at
America in the same
vein as “Fight Club.”
The target of 2014: me-
dia and marriage.

its head

(GONEGIRENVCGVIEXCON

Gillian Flynn’s popular book, ‘Gone Girl,” is transformed into

See GONE, Page 4 a blockbuster that questions both media and marriage.
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Math dept. builds global prolect

MAXIMILIAN NOHR
CONTRIBUTOR

People who visit the second floor
of Ford Hall are likely to find an un-
usual sight: hundreds of small cubes
built out of business cards are sitting
on a table in the middle of the hall.

The cubes are part of the global
MegaMenger project. Along with 19
other locations around the world,
Willamette University is part of
the project to build a giant Menger
sponge out of more than one million
business cards.

Menger sponges are fractals. A
good example of fractals that can be
found in nature is snowflakes. If you
look at a fraction of a snowflake, it

Anyone can helb build the fractal cubes
on the second floor of Ford Hall.

looks like the whole snowflake itself.

“You have a cube, and you build
a larger cube from 20 copies of the
smaller cube,” said Josh Laison, asso-
ciate professor of mathematics and de-
partment chair of mathematics, who
initiated the project at Willamette.

The smallest cubes are made out
of six business cards. Twenty of these
cubes are then put together to form
one bigger, “level one” cube. Twen-
ty level one cubes make a level two
cube, and 20 of those make a level
three. MegaMenger’s goal is to have
each of the 20 sites build a level three
cube by Oct. 26.

Willamette’s level three cube will
be built out of almost 50,000 business
cards. Professors, the Office of Ad-
missions and Select Impressions, a
local printshop, donated many of the
business cards.

As of Oct. 11, 79 out of the 400 lev-
el one cubes that are needed to build
the level three cube are finished and
being stored in Laison’s office.

The MegaMenger project is not
limited to the math department, and
Laison said he wants to include the
entire Willamette community.

“Our hope is that as people learn
about the project, they can get ex-
cited about it as something that we
do as a community,” senior math
major David Livingston said. “Peo-
ple think that math is less creative,
but we're building this really cool
thing.”

The Math club is planning to host
a cube building party on the final

KELLIE ‘I!! DIS

Math professor Josh Laison holds one of
many fractal cubes that have been built.

weekend of the project.

“It’s been a good bonding experi-
ence within the math department,”
Math club President Breanne Zele-
nak said.

For now, it is unclear what will
happen to the cube after the project
is finished.

“I think the math hearth could
use a little more decoration,” Lai-
son said. “People have said that we
need something to make it a little
more homey, so I think maybe a gi-
ant, five-foot Menger sponge might
be just the thing.”

mnohr@uwillamette.edu

Study shows better reporting

CONTINUED from Page 1

“Two-thirds of women
are affected by sexual ha-
rassment or sexual assault
during their four years in
college, but the number
that we actually report is
very small,” Stout said. “So
we want people to know
this, that this is a huge
problem.”

The University also re-
corded five incidents of
dating violence and six
cases of stalking, two new
reporting categories that
will become standard for
the Clery Act next year.

A Nationwide Issue

According to a 2007 De-
partment of Justice study,
fewer than five percent of
students disclose sexual
assault to official sources—
like Willamette’s Office of
Campus Safety.

University spokesman
Adam Torgerson said that
the school looks at two
anonymous, across-cam-
pus surveys for informa-
tion regarding the rate of
sexual penetration with-
out consent occurring at
Willamette.

“The incidents have
stayed flat, unfortunate-
ly,” Torgerson said. “We
know that from the big
surveys. But the number
of reports has gone up,
[and] that means people
feel more comfortable re-
porting. And that’s the
first step.”

Eight percent of female
students reported expe-
riencing an attempted or
completed rape, according
to a campus life survey con-
ducted by the President’s
Working Group on Sexual
Assault and Harassment in
October of 2013.

If the poll had taken
place this year, that per-
centage would equate to
roughly 114 of Willamette’s
1,422 full- and part-time

who made up 0.5 percent of
respondents, had the high-
est rate of attempted or
completed rape; 40 percent
of transgender students at
Willamette reported sur-
viving sexual penetration
without consent.

Senior ASWU senator
Jerome Sader—who served
as a student representative
on the Working Group as a
junior—said while the data
was incomplete, the rise in

Two-thirds of women are affected
by sexual harassment or sexual
assault during their four years in
college, but the number that we
actually report is very small. So
we want people to know this, that
this is a huge problem.

Ross Stout

Director of Campus Safety

female students, including
the College of Law and the
Atkinson Graduate School
of Management.

The majority of those
respondents said they sur-
vived completed rape, not
attempted.

One percent of men at
Willamette reported expe-
riencing a completed or at-
tempted act of non-consen-
sual sex. That percentage
would translate to about
twelve male students based
on 2014 enrollments.

Transgender students,

reports didn’t suggest an
increase in incidents.
“There were absolutely
more than 13 or 14 cases
of sexual assault last year,”
Sader said, referring to the
Clery data for 2012. “Those
numbers don’t tell you
how many sexual assaults
happened. They tell us
how many were reported.”

Gaps in Clery data

Stout, the campus safe-
ty director, said Clery Act
data only accounts for
criminal incidents that oc-

cur on, near or adjacent to
University property.

Willamette’s  reporting
area includes Zena Farm
and McCulloch Stadium,
(as well as the entirety of
Bush Park), but extends
only onto the adjacent
street and the sidewalk on
its opposite side for most
campus properties.

“Clery shows calendar
[year] stuff that happens
on or very near campus.
But things can happen
when you're out on study
abroad of at a conference,
and [Clery] won't capture
those,” Torgerson said.

At the same time, Clery
Act data only shows that
a Title IX report has been
filed, without indicating
what further steps were
taken by the survivor, or
administrators.

Stout said students
should be aware of the
many reasons why sur-
vivors of sexual violence
choose not to report to an
official source.

“People don’t report be-
cause of the stigma of re-
porting, the fear of report-
ing, the guilt of reporting,
the embarrassment of re-
porting,” Stout said.

“But if someone were to
read the report and think
that there were only 20 stu-
dents, in an entire calendar
year, who were sexually
assaulted—they would be
grossly wrong.”

zsparlin@uillamette.edu

JAMPUS SAFETY
REPORT

October 7-12, 2014 |

Information provided by Campus
Safety

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF

October 11, 4:05 a.m. (Atkinson An-
nex): An officer discovered an emer-
gency phone light lying on the ground.
The light had been removed from its
bracket and was found in the planter
nearby. A work order was submitted to
repair the light.

POLICY VIOLATION

October 7, 4:00 p.m. (Sparks Park-
ing Lot): A student received their 21st
parking citation, their third this school
year. A report was forwarded to the Of-
fice of Rights and Responsibilities.

POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE

October 10, 9:13 p.m. (Lausanne Hall):
Campus Safety received a report of the
smell of marijuana. The officers arrived
on scene and located the origin of the
odor. After several attempts, the officers
made contact with the residents of the
room. After a brief conversation with
the students, two containers with mari-
juana were handed over to the officers.

October 11, 2:57 a.m. (Haseldorf
Apartments): Campus Safety received
reports that someone was on the fire es-
cape of the building. One report stated
that they heard vomiting as well. The
officers observed an individual hang-
ing out of a window. The officers en-
tered the building and encountered a
strong smell of marijuana. The officers
made contact with the residents, who
admitted to smoking marijuana. One
of the students also admitted to drink-
ing earlier that night.

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

October 11, 2:15 p.m. (Matthews Hall):
A student reported that someone had
entered their room while they were
sleeping. The student had gone back
to their room to take a nap, and when
they awoke, their roommate’s bed had
been raised. The student reported that
the bed was definitely much lower be-
fore they took their nap. The student
stated that a work order had been
placed to raise the bed, but no sign was
put on the door, and the student was
not woken while the work was being
done. Campus Safety contacted the
on-call maintenance manager in an at-
tempt to locate who may have done
the work.

SUSPICIOUS PERSON

October 7, 6:25 a.m. (Sparks Parking
Lot): Campus Safety received a report
of a suspicious male lying face down
in the parking lot with his pants pulled
down. The officer arrived on scene to
speak with the individual. As soon as
the officer made contact, the man got
up and left campus. Later that morn-
ing, the officer received another report
of a suspicious individual at TIUA. The
officer arrived to find the same subject
that was on campus earlier. Salem po-
lice were called, and the man was tres-
passed from campus.

THEFT

October 10, 2:00 p.m. (Matthews Hall):
A student reported that the rear tire of
their bike had been stolen. The student
had left the bike locked up the previ-
ous evening. When they returned later
that night, the bike tire was gone.

*PLEASE  CONTACT CAMPUS
SAFETY IF YOU HAVE ANY IN-
FORMATION REGARDING THESE
INCIDENTS.
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— BRIEFS —

Elections for ASWU treasurer
and a senior ASWU senator will
take place on Tuesday, Oct. 21 and
Wednesday, Oct. 22. Jullian Haley,
Bradley Russell and Soren Un-
derdahl are running for treasurer.
In an email to the student body,
ASWU Vice President Colleen
Smyth explained the changes to
the voting process. Students will
rank candidates according to pref-
erence, eliminating the potential
need for a run-off election.

NEWS

Smaldone

EMILY HOARD
STAFF WRITER

earns Whipple Chair

from the social democratic party’s per-
spective that Smaldone’s lecture was
illustrating helped me consider things
in another way.”

Lindblom-Masuwale is currently
in Smaldone’s Twentieth-Century Eu-
rope class, and said that some of the
ideas Smaldone highlighted during
his lecture were points that he illus-
trated in class.

“T'll be excited to see him as the
Whipple Chair,” Lindblom-Masuwale
said. “T hope he puts it to good use.”

Department Chair of History Cecily
McCaffrey said that endowed chairs,
like the Whipple Chair, enhance de-
partment programming for the profes-
sor and for the university.

“It helps a university because it
helps support a faculty position,” Mc-
Caffrey said. “It also helps both a de-
partment and the person holding the
chair, because it provides a little ex-
tra discretionary income that usually
is used both to support the research

agenda of the person holding the chair
and also is used, for example, to bring
speakers to campus.”

Professor William Duvall most re-
cently held the Whipple Chair for 14
years.

McCaffrey explained that Smaldone
was nominated by the history depart-
ment faculty, and was approved by
Dean Marlene Moore and the Whipple
family. He was chosen because of his
strong record of teaching, service and
research at the University.

Smaldone has taught history at
Willamette since 1991. His research
focuses on 20th century German and
European labor history. He has pub-
lished several books, including “Ru-
dolf Hilferding: The Tragedy of a Ger-
man Social Democrat” in 1998 and in
2013, “European Socialism: A Concise
History with Documents.”

On Thursday, Oct. 9 in the packed
Paulus Lecture Hall of Willamette’s
Law School, Professor William Smal-
done presented his inaugural lecture
as the new E. Jerry Whipple Chair in
History.

The lecture was called “To Change
the World: Revisiting the Dilemma of
Democratic Socialism.” It explored
the social democratic governments

ok of Austria and Germany during the
On Monday, Oct. 13, the interwar period through the lens of

Bearcat Bulletin published a let- four' historical figures: Rudolf Hil-
ter from University President ferding, Otto Bauer, Karl Renner and

Stephen Thorsett. Dated Oct. 3, Max Adler.

the message outlined Thorsett’s Smaldone - discussed how demo-
thoughts on his first four years at cratic socialism gained momentum
Willamette, and the progress his partlcularly'a.fter .World_ War I, but
administration has made in com- then faced difficulties during the Great
pleting goals from the Strategic Depression and the”rlse of fascism.
Plan. In addition, Thorsett shared He questioned, “How could these
his plans for the University’s fu- enormously successful socialist par-
ture. “In every sector of campus,” ties led by talented people, how
he wrote, “there is ample evi- could these parties and the states they
dence that this is a place that cares founded be so ignominiously crushed

deeply about its students in every within the short space of three years?”
aspect of their experiences.” During the lecture, Smaldone said

that historians have been arguing about
these questions for over 80 years.

“What I would like to have us con-
sider though, is the nature of the so-
cial democratic dilemma, and how the
question remains relevant to the pres-
ent,” Smaldone said.

Junior politics major Joseph Lindb-
lom-Masuwale said that he found the

ehoard@uillamette.edu
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In an email released to student
club leaders, ASWU Treasurer
Greg Ebert wrote that “due to
some truthfully awful mistakes
last year, ASWU is running low
on money this semester.” ASWU
is asking that clubs delay request-
ing money for the spring semester lecture to be very informative.
until a later date. “It helped bridge a lot of ideas from

Kk the Nazism class I took from Professor

. . . [Sammy] Basu last year,” Lindblom-

Got tips? Email News Editor Masuw};le said. “We }t,alked a lot about
Bronte Dod <bdod> the rise of Nazism within a democratic

state, and being able to understand it

Bill Smaldone is described as having a strong record of teaching and service at Willamette.
He is pictured here with senior Kacey Peterson in his class history of modern socialism.

ADVERTISEMENT

Clery report released

KATIE DOBBS
STAFF WRITER

EAT . Deidi . WA TiOM B 5

However, some of the statistics
varied. In 2010, both liquor law vio-
lations and drug abuse violations

(- i
I

The Willamette University Fire
Safety and Security Report contains
the crime statistics for 2011 through
2013 and was released on Oct. 1, 2014.

The Jean Clery Disclosure of
Campus Security Policy and Cam-
pus Crime Statistics Act is a federal
law that requires colleges and uni-
versities to report information re-
garding crime on and around their
campus properties.

The crimes that are reported are
only those that occur within a pre-
defined geographic area. This in-
cludes the main campus, the busi-
ness and law schools, Bush Park and
its adjacent streets, Zena Farm, Wil-
lamette’s Portland campus and the
Granada, Spain campus.

Recently, mainstream media and
the federal government have taken up
the issue of sexual assault on college
campuses, resulting in changes in re-
porting procedure and Title IX policy.

“Basically, since the 2011 ‘Dear
Colleague’ letter, the federal gov-
ernment Office of Civil Rights has
worked with colleges to find a com-
mon, consistent way to investigate,
collect information about and judi-
cate sexual harassment and sexual
assault,” Willamette Spokesman
Adam Torgerson said.

These changes are reflected in the
number of reports. The number of
forcible sexual assaults reported has
gone from two in 2009 to 20 in 2013.
The increase does not mean there
are an increase in assaults, but an in-
crease in reporting.

Many of the offenses on the list
have remained consistent for the
past several years. From 2009 to
2013, criminal homicide, non-forc-
ible sexual offenses and robbery
have not been reported.

reported dramatic decreases. Li-
quor law violations dropped from
363 in 2009 to 66 in 2010, and drug
abuse violations dropped from 106
in 2009 to 49 in 2010.

These shifts in reporting occurred
when Michael Seals was the director
of residence life from 2010 to 2012.

“The explanation is not that there
was dramatic change in use of al-
cohol and drugs from one year to
the next,” Campus Safety Director
Ross Stout said. “The explanation
is that there was different manage-
ment within Residence Life and dif-
ferent emphasis on enforcement in
Residence Life, and they are the ones
who pass the numbers on to me.”

The statistics of other schools in
the area generally match up to those
at the University.

Willamette, University of Puget
Sound and Lewis & Clark all report-
ed over 250 liquor law violations.
Both Linfield and Portland State
University reported less than 200.

The reports on drug-related vio-
lations show more fluctuation. In
the most recent report, Lewis &
Clark reported 332 counts of drug
violations, compared to Willamette
and Linfield, which reported 124
and 37, respectively.

The purpose of these reports is
to increase awareness of crime on
campus among students and pro-
spective students.

“It is important to keep people
informed about crimes on campus
so that they can make personal de-
cisions from a well-informed stand-
point,” senior physics major Elisa
Ahern said.

kdobbs@uwillamette.edu
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All movies

Monday thru Thursday

Cinebarre Salem
201 Marion St NE

Telephone:
(003] 364-2621

Salem, OR 97301 cinenarre is an 18 ann up estantishment
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Willamette’s annual Falla-
palooza festival serves as an out-
let to tide over music fiends who

just can’t wait for Wulapalooza
in the spring. Come to Montag
Den on Thursday, Oct. 16 at 7:30
p-m. to celebrate mid-semester
break with Seattle-based “doom-
pop” band Kithkin and a bevy of
campus talent.

*khk

Everybody loves a good show
at the IKE Box, the coffee joint
located at the corner of Cot-
tage and Chemeketa streets just
downtown. Musée Mécanique
and Yaquina Bay, both Oregon
outfits, will play at the low-key
venue on Friday, Oct. 17—doors
open at 7 p.m., tickets are $8
each.

L

This year, the Hallie Ford
Literary Series will host award-
winning poet Jennifer Richter
and prolific essayist Elena
Passarello for its New Voices
Showcase. For those interested
in some choice words from deco-
rated minds, head over to the
Hatfield Room (located on the
second floor of the library) on
Tuesday, Oct. 21 at 5 p.m.

*k%k

Got culture? Contact Lifestyles
Editor Juliana Cohen <jacohen>.

COMEDY REVIEW

Parents will laugh at anything

SAM HILBURN
GUEST WRITER

A few days ago, we all survived
Family Weekend, where everyone’s
parents (except mine) come to see how
far their kids have let themselves go in
only a few short months without adult
supervision.

Seeing your kids grow up can be
hard (or so I've been told). A great way
to relieve newly created generational
tension is through laughter, arguably
the lowest common denominator of
humanity.

Willamette Events Board astutely
picked up on this phenomenon and
commissioned “comedienne on the

rise” Tracey Ashley to perform in Smith
Auditorium on Saturday night as part
of the conglomeration of force-fed fun
that constitutes the events of Family
Weekend.

Before her performance, the ten-
sion between parents and offspring

seemed palpable. Ashley’s set suc-
ceeded in lessening the hostility in
the air and received plenty of laugh-
ter and applause throughout.

Moms cackled like hens and dads
bellowed like Jabba the Hutt at her
jokes about married life, while being
reminded that they too, at some point
in their lives, were married.

I didn’t laugh much that night—
maybe because I've never been mar-
ried, or maybe because I spoiled the
entire set for myself the night before
by watching her previous sets (which
were identical to this one) online.

I sat alone in my silence, howev-
er, as the adults around me laughed
away the memories of their children
mentioning their new fake IDs at last
night’s Goudy dinner.

I realize that it's easier to laugh
when you're trying to forget about
your son or daughter’s decision to
change majors from economics to art
because they’d rather “do something

Tracey Ashley |

real.” But it's harder to laugh when
you can’t stop wondering if your night
would’ve been better spent drinking
alone and watching Jerry Seinfeld’s
stand-up compilations on YouTube.

As much as I love being a stick in
the mud, I am self-aware enough to ad-
mit that I might be complaining for the
sake of complaining—most people in
the crowd had a good time that night.
And to be fair to the talent, she wasn’t
entirely unfunny, I just hadn’t eaten in
a while.

Also to her credit, Ashley’s had a
successful run on the NBC TV show
“Last Comic Standing” and has the en-
dorsement of fellow comedian Wanda
Sykes—who has my endorsement be-
cause of her appearance on “Curb Your
Enthusiasm.”

So, at the very least, if Tracey Ashley
becomes incredibly famous, I can say “I
was there when she wasn’t.”

shilburn@uwillamette.edu
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Since 1986,

we have been serving authentic New York Pizza.

We use only the freshest ingredients and our pizza is hand-crafted.

We buy local and support the local communities we serve.

STRAIGHT FROM

NEW YORK

CONTINUED from Page 1
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turn a third of the way through,
though I'll do my best to avoid
spoilers. Nick Dunne (Ben Affleck)
is married to semi-celebrity Amy
(Rosamund Pike), who goes miss-
ing on their fifth anniversary. This
situation, of course, seems sketchy,
with possible scenarios including
abduction or first-degree murder.

Also, the fifth anniversary tra-
ditionally warrants a gift of wood,
and Nick’s oh-so-cool sister Mar-
go (Carrie Coon) makes the raun-
chy, immature joke that everyone
in the theater was thinking.

As Amy’s disappearance drags
on, Nick becomes demonized by
media personalities as the mur-
dering boyfriend. It’s an interest-
ing and disgusting look at how
the news, a traditionally objective
medium, fuels sensationalist sto-
ries with obvious villains. They
give the public what they want,
not what's true.

The traditional American narra-
tive of marriage, even today, tends
toward idyllic bliss. The disappear-
ance of a beautiful, innocent wom-

become simplified by the public
consciousness into one-dimension-
al beings, despite the fact that peo-
ple are never that basic.

Fincher uses this dichotomy to
concoct one of his darkest films
yet, by constantly reminding us
that the community’s conception
of Nick and Amy is shaped by
reporters and the type of overly
intrusive neighbors that can only
exist in small towns. Yet we also
get a very personal look at the
genesis of Amy and Nick’s mar-
riage, from its sugarcoated begin-
nings to the convoluted as all hell
condition into which it evolves.

Fincher leaves us with a de-
pressing central message: People
are messy and selfish beings. Re-
lationships often revolve around
the ideas that we have about one
another, instead of a lover’s less
attractive (but truer) inner self.
No one gets out clean.

Also, this director can make
Tyler Perry look like a damn good
actor.

isieg@uillamette.edu
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Vince Staples paints a violent reality

WILL FALVEY
CONTRIBUTOR

Long Beach native and 21-year-
old Vince Staples dropped “Hell
Can Wait” this past Monday, to the
delight of many in the backpack rap
community.

It's only a seven song EP, yet it
manages to pack a heavier punch in
terms of narrative than most of his
contemporaries’ twice as long projects
(I'm lookin” at you, Casey Veggies).

In the wake of Ferguson and height-
ened awareness (and documentation)
of police brutality in America, Staples
brings gangster rap to the modern era
in a nuanced context.

His LA story talks about police-ci-
vilian violence in equal measure with
gang-on-gang conflict.

Staples grew up in north Long
Beach. His mother worked during the
day while his dad sold drugs in the
neighborhood. On his previous proj-
ect “Shyne Coldchain Vol. 2,” the song
“Nate” opens, “As a kid all I wanted
was to kill a man / be like my daddy’s
friends hoppin’ out that minivan.”

“Rap ain’t fun,” Staples remarks in
one Noisey special. His content and
delivery reflect this angle. He says he
didn’t grow up wanting to be a rapper,
but saw it as his only way out of the
bloodshed his neighborhood hosted.

Staples doesn’t glorify violence, he
examines it. The hardened, no-non-
sense verses that make up his sober-
ing stories a means-to-an-end attitude
to his music.

“65 Hunnid” gives an insider’s per-
spective of any given drive-by shake-
down robbery, where the flashing, and
use of weapons grants access to en-
emies’ pockets and their possessions.
In “Screen Door,” he narrates his fa-
ther’s lifestyle as a stay-at-home dad,
(which primarily consisted of illegal
transactions conducted at the front
door), followed by his demise and ar-
rest in their home.

TN g
SHAYNA WEIMER

On “Hell Can Wait,” Vince Staples links his turbulent childhood to current events.

“Hands Up” holds an important
place in the middle of the EP, address-
ing in full the police-gang conflict in
his area of the city. The beat, produced
by No LD., combines YG/DJ] Mus-
tard-esque “Bicken Back” bap with
syncopated sirens, complemented by
Staples’ mock-police hook “Putcha
hands in the air. Freeze! Putcha hands
in the air.”

By repeating the police’s domineer-
ing rhetoric, he displays his imminent
capacity to injure to the same degree
as the boys in blue. After pointing out
the irony of his mostly black North
side community paying taxes to fund
the police’s violent discrimination, he

concludes, “They expect respect and
nonviolence / I refuse the right to be
silent.”

With these tales, Staples earns his
seat at the table with fellow LA spit-
ters like Kendrick Lamar and Jay
Rock. His community has been sub-
jugated for generations, but he brings
awareness to systemic problems by
way of his music.

Sitting down with this “Hell” edu-
cates us on a hostile world not all that
far from our Willamette bubble. Vince
Staples has dished up a reality check
to the rap industry and listeners alike.

wfalvey@uillamette.edu

Pizza wars: The quest for cheesy ecstasy

AY

Pictured above: Padington’s; below: Odd Moe’s Pizza.

ANDREA RISOLO
CONTRIBUTOR

Does bad pizza exist? Of
course not. But after pitting
Padington’s and Odd Moe’s in
a taste test battle to the death, I
learned the difference between
decent pizza and superior pizza.

As a faithful disciple of down-
town Salem’s Straight from New
York since my freshman year, I
decided to finally branch out in
my continuing pizza education.

With Yelp as my guide, I
found two pizza parlors in
South Salem, a neighborhood
slightly off the beaten path for
Willamette students.

Both Padington’s and Odd
Moe’s offer delivery (a valuable
tool for college kids without ac-
cess to a car) as well as a wide
variety of toppings. I decided
to stick with classic, uncompli-
cated cheese at both restaurants.

I made a foolish decision and
ignored the dollar sign rating on
Yelp for Padington’s ($$), as the
most remarkable thing about the
parlor lies in the ridiculous price
of their pizza.

My small (read: minuscule)
cheese pizza cost just upwards
of $9. To add insult to financial
injury, it looked like something
that had been reheated in a mi-
crowave, with chewy cheese and
bland crust. Luckily, my order
was ready when I arrived to pick
it up, so I got to be disappointed
as soon as I got there.

I might as well have gone
to Little Caesars for an equal-

ly mediocre pizza at half the
price, and then purchased an-
other to drown my pizza-relat-
ed sorrows.

Odd Moe’s came out on top
in this battle, with good pizza
and great service. I ordered a
large pizza for only $1 more
than Padington’s tiny pie. Since
my friends and I chose pick up
rather than delivery, we also got
a free two-liter soda—wholly
unhealthy and yet completely
delicious.

Unlike Padington’s rubbery
cheese, Odd Moe’s pizza tasted
fresh, with sauce that wasn’t too
sweet and a nice, fluffy crust.
The reasonable price also made
the already superior pizza taste
that much better. My wallet
thanks you, Odd Moe.

If you need a group order, I
recommend Odd Moe’s for both
taste and price.

For a solo meal, scrap both:
Odd Moe’s doesn’t offer a small
pizza, and Padington’s falls
short in all areas.

While I found a clear win-
ner in this taste test battle, nei-
ther Padington’s nor Odd Moe’s
made me cry the sweet, sweet
tears of ecstasy that comes with
a truly sublime pizza. Thus, it
appears that my quest for the
best pizza in Salem continues.

It is quite a sacrifice, but I do
it for you, Willamette. You're
welcome.

Keep on munching.

arisolo@uwillamette.edu

Not that kind
of atheist

JULIANA
COHEN

LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Our country has never elected a presi-
dent who identified as an atheist.

This bothers some people, especially
those concerned with the separation of
church and state.

Don’t get me wrong: making the divi-
sion of religion and state a central provi-
sion of our government turned out to be a
rather successful experiment. I am taking
a class right now (with Stephen Patterson)
that debates Christianity’s implications
for American culture, which inevitably
bleeds into governance.

American activists who blame reli-
gious tendencies for most of our prob-
lems enter incredibly disrespectful zones
in their discourse. Any mention of the
word “God,” even metaphorically, sets
some people off, who will then feverishly
attack their credibility.

Non-believers like Bill Maher exude
horrible incredible arrogance; he often
says things about cultural norms of places
he has never been to and traditions that he
refuses to understand in any kind of ho-
listic way.

I'm talking about his very polarizing
“Real Time with Bill Maher” roundtable
discussion with Sam Harris (author of
“The End of Faith”) and Ben Affleck,
which provoked a response from Reza
Aslan, a religious scholar born in Tehran.

Both Affleck and Aslan balked at Ma-
her’s characterization of Islam as “the
only religion that acts like the mafia, that
will fucking kill you if you say the wrong
thing,” to which Affleck responded,
“That’s gross and racist.”

I used to watch and enjoy Maher. As an
edgy high schooler, “Religulous” validat-
ed my views much in the way that actual
religious people probably relate to each
other. Like me, Maher is culturally Jewish
but also an atheist.

After a little more time and education, I
began responding differently to his snide
comments and patronizing humor. In “Re-
ligulous,” Maher literally walks around
areas of rural America and makes fun of
lower- to middle-class citizens for just liv-
ing their lives.

In a YouTube video I found that pretty
much sums up “public stunts,” (which re-
ally make you look like an asshole), a man
in a fedora marches up to a homeless man
with “God” written somewhere on his
sign and offers him $20 to cross the word
out. The recipient of this rude gesture
didn’t accept the deal, which incurred a
long interrogation that makes one under-
stand why Athens executed Socrates.

Maher and the presumptuous YouTu-
ber in the fedora have much in common.

When Maher makes the mafia anal-
ogy, his tone turns comical and incred-
ulous, as though not seeing it his way
were unimaginable.

“Real Time,” which airs on HBO in order
to accommodate Maher’s “unedited” quips,
provides insight into the host’s superficial
relationships with celebrities like Seth Mac-
Farlane or Rob Lowe. Politicians, journalists
and comedians sit around a table ultimately
controlled by the host. Maher’s smothering
self-assurance leaves even the most pow-
erful people unable to really make a point
without him talking in circles.

The redundant phrase “thinking for one-
self” fuels a lot of self-congratulatory talk
among atheists, as if it were some unique
trait. ISIS probably fits the description of a
cult, and so does a group of people that de-
monizes a quarter of the Earth’s population
for following a spiritual routine.

jacohen@uwillamette.edu
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x OREGON VOTES O\

JESSE SANCHEZ
GUEST WRITER

This November, Oregonians will be voting on seven measures that (if approved) could very well turn Oregon into a more progressive place, comparable to neigh-
boring states like California and Washington. These measures range in topic from the legalization of recreational marijuana to the inclusion of undocumented
individuals into our public transportation system and the creation of a post-secondary education fund. Find out what your fellow Bearcats think are the right steps

for Oregon to take.

Measure 86

The Oregon Funding for
Post-Secondary Education
Measure seeks to create a
fund dedicated exclusively
to Oregonians pursuing
higher education, includ-
ing technical, professional
and career training. The
measure authorizes the
state of Oregon to lend
credit and acquire debt, as
long as that debt does not
surpass 1 percent of the
real market value of all
property in the state. The
money in this fund is not
subject to investment by
the state in any other form
other than funding Orego-
nians” education. Support-
ers of the measure argue

that with the tuition of
higher education growing
disportionately in Oregon,
the creation of this fund
is a common sense move.
Opponents of the measure
worry that the state’s in-
debtedness will surge.

Endorsements:

Oregon Opportunity Initia-
tive Oregon’s Opportunity,
Friends of Ted Wheeler
Opponents:

Bob Clark, guest contribu-
tor for Cascade Policy In-
stitute and Steve Buckstein,
Senior Policy Analyst and
founder Cascade Policy In-
stitute

Ari Greif
sophomore, psychology major

“I think it's commendable that Oregon
wants to make legislation that thinks in
the long term and not just the short term.
I do, however, think that it’s going to take
a while for the measure to pass, simply
because Americans, and that includes
Oregonians, of course, are very inter-

= 2 FORRESTSMITH

Measure 86 would create a fund to aid Orgonians

pursuing higher education.

ested in making profit, and this measure
does put Oregon in debt. I think that
might bring into question issues [regard-
ing] the national debt and how state mea-
sures reflect that. I still think it could be a
great way to institute the opportunity of
higher education to a bigger population,
as America is a country that makes it dif-
ficult to achieve higher learning.”

Melissa Rogers
sophomore, biology major

“I think it's a good idea because we
have to look at the long-term results—
it’s investing in Oregon’s future and
also just the future of the U.S. at large.”

Measure 87

Article 3 Section 1 of
the Oregon Constitution
states that a person can-
not serve in more than
one government branch
to keep power from be-
coming concentrated in
any one section. Measure
87 would amend that
clause and allow court
judges to serve as edu-
cators in Oregon public
universities. The amend-

ment would also allow
judges to serve in the
Oregon National Guard.
The opposition argues
that judges should not be
drawn away from their
primary responsibilities
as court officials.

Endorsements:

Floyd Prozanski (D)
Opponents:

No large organized opposi-
tion

Sarah Chan
junior, politics major

“I'm thinking of going to law school
someday and I think it’s better to have
someone who has been practicing law
and is most informed about the law to
be teaching. I don’t see any conflict of
interest in having judges be professors
and I think we could all benefit from it.”

Beatrice McAlister
junior, environmental science major

“I think: Why the fuck not? They would
definitely make a valuable resource to
students who are interested in pursu-
ing a career in the judicial branch.”

Measure 88

Measure 88 seeks to grant
driver’s cards to those un-
able to prove their legal
presence in the United
States. Applicants are re-
quired to adhere to all
other requirements sought
when applying for a driv-
er’s license, including the
written and behind-the-
wheel driver’s tests, proof
of at least a year’s resi-
dency in the state of Ore-
gon and proof of identity/
date of birth. The driver’s
card cannot be used to ac-
quire any form of govern-
ment benefit that requires
proof of citizenship (i.e.,
air travel, entering fed-

eral buildings and voter
registration). Proponents
of the measure argue that
the measure would make
roads safer for everyone,
while the opposition sug-
gests that rights should not
be granted to undocument-
ed immigrants.

Endorsements:

John Kitzhaber (D), YES on
Oregon Safe Roads, Causa
Oregon, Oregon Dreamers,
Council of Filipino-Ameri-
can Associations, etc.
Opponents:

Oregonians for Immigra-
tion Reform PAC Sheriffs
of Oregon PAC, Protect Or-
egon Driver Licenses

Anonymous
sophomore, undecided

“It's a good idea because it allows
people to get insured and to be held ac-
countable in case of a car accident. But
it’s limited—it doesn’t give individuals

any other benefits.”

Measure 89

The Oregon Equal Rights
for Women Initiative, also
known as the Equal Rights
Amendment will guar-
antee “equality of rights
under the law shall not
be denied or abridged by
the State of Oregon or by
any political subdivision
in this state on account of
sex.” The measure seeks to
add an additional Section
46 to Article 1 of the Or-
egon Constitution. Many
women’s rights activist
groups have advocated
for this amendment on the
federal level, but have not

succeeded. Twenty states,
however, have already
made this amendment in-
dividually. Supporters ar-
gue that passing this mea-
sure will be a positive step
toward  acknowledging
and moving past discrimi-
nation based on sex, while
opponents argue that the
Oregon Constitution al-
ready protects its citizens
equally, therefore it does
not need to be modified.

Endorsements:
Vote ERA

Opponents:
Sen. Doug Whitsett (R)

Emily Rolin
sophomore, biochemistry major

“I'm not sure how this measure in-
tends to achieve this goal of equality.
To me it sounds very vague. There are
already measures in place that aim at
equality, but is there any real plan on
how we will achieve it? I think it's a
great idea to put it into writing, but I
just don’t know if it will actually do
anything different. I know there’s a
significant gap in STEM jobs, for ex-
ample, and I don’t think it's neces-
sarily due to women being unable to
achieve those kind of careers. It seems
to be more of a societal thing, like it’s
been embedded into our culture, and
that’s where change has to start. ”

EDGAR JIMENEZ

Members of Students for Feminis discuss Measure 89,
which seeks to end discrimination on the basis of sex.
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'OU DECID

N\ SEVEN MEASURES

Anna Carlin
sophomore, politics major

“My opinions are mixed. It might lead
to a further split of the parties, where
you have to prove yourself to be the
most worthy candidate toward the ma-
jority of the people. This might lead to
a stupid form of liberalism, which on
some levels I endorse. On some levels
there’s going to be screaming into the
night about how we are going to legal-
ize all sorts of things, but it's not going
to happen. In general, it'll lead to fur-
ther partisanship, which is not a good
thing. On the other hand, 48 percent of
young people are not registered with a
party and can’t vote in primaries. No
one should have to compromise their
political belief as they register to have
full enfranchisement. “

Scotti Anderson

Members of College Democrats work at getting their peers registered to vote.

Measure 90

This measure seeks to create an
open primary in which the two
candidates receiving the most
votes move on to the general
election, regardless of party af-
filiation. Candidates can still
identify themselves by party
on the ballot. Proponents want
a system in which party affilia-
tion does not limit candidate op-
tions, as well as providing a vot-
ing opportunity for third party
or unaffiliated voters to partake
in a primary. Opponents argue
the measure devalues the party
system that voters may base de-
cisions on. There are perceived
risks for third parties, who use

freshman, theatre major

“From the candidate’s perspective,
they have to appeal to their party. From
the people’s perspective, they have to
fit into the parties. A lot of people that
would be more moderate are going to
extremes because they’re told to, and
because they’re told they have to fit

their party to gain entry into
elections in which they might
otherwise be unknown.

Endorsements:

Working Families Party, Gov. John
Kitzhaber (D)

Opponents:

Democratic Party of Oregon, Or-

into a party.”

egon Republican Party Executive
Committee

“easure 9 T

Addison Barton
sophomore, politics major

“The Washington law was similar. After
it happened we were like, “Yay this is
cool.” There weren’t a bunch of new high
people out on the streets. Normalization
of marijuana is a direction the northwest
is taking. Put responsibility on the indi-
vidual to learn how to deal with weed.
We let people drive, drink and make a
number of other decisions that could be
dangerous, but we can’t make decisions

about certain substances.”

Will Tigar
senior, politics major

“Marijuana should be regulated like to-
bacco and alcohol. Tax it and set an age
limit. Make sure revenue goes toward
infrastructure and education. Do things
the way Colorado has done it, not the
way Washington has done it. There
needs to be a plan.”

Measure 91

This measure would legalize
possession of marijuana by Or-
egonians 21 years of age and
over. Users could have eight
ounces and up to four plants.
Proponents project fiscal ben-
efits from millions of dollars in
tax revenue, reduction of the
black market, an ability to focus
on patrolling substance abuse
by minors and an increase in
personal freedom. Opponents
predict increased drug abuse
and a fear of the negative ef-
fects some Coloradans have
cited after their legalization,
such as driving under the in-
fluence and minors using the
substance.

Endorsements:

Drug Policy Action of Oregon,
New Approach Oregon, North-
west Oregon Labor Council
Opponents:

No on 91

Molly Jones
freshman, undecided

“I'm not entirely against it. People can
do their research on their own, and la-
beling is costly. That money can be bet-
ter used elsewhere. If the intention is
to stop people from eating GMOs, it's
possible this won’t be that effective.
Furthermore, we are not combating
the true problem, production of GMO
foods.”

Devon O’Donnell

Measure 92

This measure seeks to require
companies to label GMO foods,
which have been subject to con-
troversial research with different
conclusions about their harms.
Proponents cite observation of
harms to human development
believed to be linked to con-
sumption of such foods, as well
as the right to make personal
health decisions for a matter
on which researchers have not
come to a consensus. Opponents
claim inconclusive research is
not grounds to constitutionally

sophomore, undecided

justify placing this regulation on

“While I think it’s a good thing to label
GMO foods, what this first makes us
wonder is if we should ever have GMO

businesses, while some believe
the research has not demonstrat-
ed a causal link between GMO

foods. In some cases, I think, yes, when and health defects.
we can definitively show that it's not
going to cause harm. But we can’t make Endorsements:

Oregon GMO Right to Know,
Consumers Union, Center for

this a state-level issue that removes fed-
eral ability to take a harder stance for

places that wouldn’t be making such Food Safety

stances. Having a federal action would Opponents:

be much more powerful.” All statistical information was taken from ballotpedia.org Kellogg, Monsanto and Orego-
nians for Food & Shelter

jsanchez@uillamette.edu
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18 Golds,
2 DUIs

MARGARET
WOODCOCK

COLUMNIST

On Sept. 30, in a Land Rover heading
southbound on Interstate 95 in Baltimore
at about 1:40 in the morning, Michael
Phelps was clocked going 84 miles per
hour in a 45 mile per hour zone.

According to the Maryland police, af-
ter being pulled over, “Mr. Phelps...was
unable to perform satisfactorily a serious
of standard field sobriety tests.”

This is not Phelps’ first DUL Ten years
ago, Phelps was pulled over by a Mary-
land state police trooper after running
a red light in southeast Baltimore going
about 85 miles per hour in his 2005 Land
Rover.

Phelps, who grew up in suburban Bal-
timore, was sentenced to 18 months pro-
bation in 2004, right after his eight medal
win at the Athens Olympics. Wicomico
County District Court Judge Lloyd O.
Whitehead accepted an agreement be-
tween Phelps’ attorneys and prosecutors,
granting Phelps probation before judg-
ment, meaning that Phelps’ record has
been expunged due to his compliance
with the terms of probation.

At the time, State Attorney Davis Ru-
ark defended Phelps’ light sentencing,
saying that it was “not out of line with
other first-time offenders who blow .08
in Wicomico County.”

Under the probation, the 19-year-old
Phelps was ordered to abstain from al-
cohol, and attend a victim panel meeting
sponsored by Mothers Against Drunk
Driving,

His latest arrest came about a month
after Phelps won three gold medals and
two silver medals in the Pan Pacific
Championships in Australia. Phelps re-
tired after the 2012 Olympics, having
won a record 22 medals in three games,
then came out of retirement earlier this
year, with his sights supposedly set on
competing at a fourth Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro.

USA Swimming suspended Phelps
for six months, forcing him to withdraw
from next year’s world championships.

These sanctions have taken effect im-
mediately.

This is the harshest punishment im-
posed on the merman, not only in the
wake of his 2004 DUI, but also after a
2009 photo incident involving documen-
tation of Phelps’ marijuana usage.

Chuck Wielgus, USA Swimming ex-
ecutive director, spoke publicly about
his support for Phelps, encouraging
the superstar to take time for personal
development.

Over the weekend, Phelps announced
he was entering a six-week, in-patient
program, which will be finished just in
time for his Nov. 19 trial. If convicted,
Phelps faces up to one year injail, a $1,000
fine and the loss of his driver’s license for
six months.

Despite his previous infractions,
Phelps faces the same penalties as a first-
time offender.

Phelps’ major endorsers, such as Aqua
Sphere, Subway, Under Armour, Omega
and Master Spas, have continued to
stand by the swimmer in the aftermath of
the current scandal, citing Phelps’ apolo-
gies as justification to continue to pay
him millions.

Mothers Against Drunk Drivers, the
group Phelps was required to spend
some time with in 2004, released the sta-
tistic that the average drunk driver has
driven under the influence 87 times be-
fore their first arrest.

This leaves me to wonder—with two
arrests under his belt, how many times
has Phelps actually driven under the in-
fluence in a Land Rover purchased with
the funds made off his public support of
the five-dollar foot long?

muwoodcoc@uwillamette.edu

Volleyball carries momentum
into second half of season

BLAKE LEPIRE
STAFF WRITER

With already half of their confer-
ence play behind them, the Bearcats
sit at 4-4 and right in the middle of
the hunt.

Coming into the weekend, the
Bearcats had wins against Lewis &
Clark, George Fox and Whitman—
and dropped games to only Lin-
field, Puget Sound and Whitworth.

This weekend, Willamette began
on the road against Pacific Lutheran
and lost in three sets.

However, the Bearcats came right
back home the next day and swept
Pacific for a nice bounce back win
and their fourth conference victory
of the season.

“Going .500 in the first half gives
us a great feeling going into the
second half of conference,” junior
Sarah Fincher said. “It means we
worked hard but there is still room
for improvement.”

The game against nationally
ranked Pacific Lutheran only lasted
three sets, but sophomore Taylor
Lum was a standout, with seven
kills and a block. Freshman Peyton
Wahl also contributed 12 digs.

Despite the tough loss on Fri-
day, the Bearcats regrouped in time
to win against Pacific on Saturday
night.

During the first set, the Bearcats
took an early 6-5 lead and never
gave it back.

Fincher led the way in the first
set, with a string of four straight
points, including one kill, forcing
three attack errors and one service
ace. Willamette won the first set

easily by a score of 25-14.

Similarly, the Bearcats took the
lead on the first point of the second
set and held it the whole way.

With a score of 24-22, senior Tay-
lor Gee gave them a huge kill to put
the set away and give Willamette a
2-0 lead going into halftime.

Willamette came out much slow-
er for the third set, and allowed Pa-
cific to maintain a lead until 14-15.

Then, the Bearcats were gifted a
service error by the Boxers to tie the
game and springboarded off that to
a 25-19 third-set victory to clinch
the match.

Opverall, Fincher led the way with
13 kills. Junior Lindsey Compton
had 26 assists and Wahl had 13 digs.

“In our locker room we have a
quote that says, ‘It doesn’t matter
how hard you get knocked down,
but whether or not you get back up,’
and that was a perfect description
for this weekend,” Fincher said.

“The game against PLU was a
tough loss because we didn’t play
as well as we could have, but com-
ing back from that and beating Pa-
cific on Saturday night just helped
to show us that we are a team of
fighters and [we] just have to keep
that mindset and keep fighting
through the second half of confer-
ence,” Fincher said.

The Bearcats begin the second
half of conference with a redemp-
tion game on the road against Lin-
field tonight, Oct. 15, and then come
back home Friday night at 7 p.m.
for a crucial game against Lewis &
Clark.

blepire@uillamette.edu

Record set despite
football loss

EVAN GIDDINGS
STAFF WRITER

Despite a record-setting day for the
Bearcat offense, they were unable to
keep pace with Whitworth University,
losing the back-and-forth contest by a
score of 61-45.

The Willamette attack, which ac-
counted for 669 yards of total offense,
was led by senior running back Dylan
Jones, who shattered the school’s sin-
gle-game rushing record with 350 yards
on 30 carries and three touchdowns.
Until Saturday, the previous record was
275 yards in one game and had stood
since Nov. 14, 1970.

Jones gave cedit to his teammates af-
ter the game.

“The blocking by the line and our
receivers was what got me there,” he
said. “They were doing the hard part
and it makes it a lot easier to just run.”

The first two touchdowns Jones
scored occurred in the first half, as
both teams traded points throughout
the first 30 minutes of the game. One
went for 67 yards on the second pos-
session of the game and the other for
75 yards in the second quarter, but
the Bearcats still found themselves
down 35-41 going into halftime.

The other three scores in the first half
for WU came via the pass, one to senior
wide receiver Beau Smith and two to
junior wide receiver Ryan Foote, the
second one going for 64 yards, 43 sec-
onds before the half.

“] feel like all our scoring plays
helped build momentum,” Smith said.
“It was just such a shootout that scoring
plays were happening all the time and
it constantly switched.”

All three scores were thrown by
sophomore quarterback Trent Spallas,
who threw a career-high 274 yards. He
also spread the ball around, completing

passes to seven different receivers.

Despite playing better than the first
half, the Bearcat defense snapped their
three-game no-touchdown streak in the
second half. They gave up two touch-
downs in the fourth quarter leading to
20 second-half points.

Senior Wendell Galvan contributed
heavily to the defense, recording a team-
high 14 total tackles and an interception.

“As a defense there were a lot of ar-
eas we could have done better,” Galvan
said. “As a whole there were too many
little mistakes throughout the game
that cost us.”

Also, in surprising fashion, the Wil-
lamette offense—which came alive
in their previous matches late in the
game—was relatively stagnant, only
registering 10 points in the final two
quarters. Seven of them came on Jones’
third touchdown run of four yards with
14:30 left to play in the game.

In preparation for next week, the
new Willamette single-game rush-
ing record holder feels there is a lot to
cleanup, and it is the little things that
will matter.

“We're going to have to watch a lot
of film over the weekend and correct
our mistakes on Monday,” Jones said.
“It's the details that we need to iron out
and we'll be better for next weekend.”

Head Coach Glen Fowles also be-
lieves that it was more mental mis-
takes—rather than physical—that hurt
the team this week, and he will look to
clear that up this week in practice.

“Obviously we want to execute bet-
ter. We win and lose games as a team,
and we made too many mistakes on
Saturday,” he said. “Our entire focus in
practice will be on the details needed to
improve our play.”

The Bearcats will host Lewis & Clark
this Saturday at 1:30 p.m.

egidding@uwilllanette.edu

SPORTS BRIEFS

FOOTBALL (3-11
Whitworth 61, Willamette 43:

Despite senior running back
Dylan Jones’ record-breaking
offensive performance, the
Bearcats fell to the Pirates on
Saturday. Jones shattered Wil-
lamette’s single-game rushin8
record setin 1970, rushing 35
yards on 30 carries. He was
named Northwest Conference
(NWC) Offensive Student-Ath-
lete of the Week for his perfor-
mance in the game.

Additionally, senior Wendell
Galvan was named NWC De-
fensive Student-Athlete of the
Week for his defensive perfor-
mance in the loss. Galvan tal-
lied 14 unassisted tackles, in-
tercepted a pass, broke up two
passes and blocked an extra
point in the game.

MEN'S SOCCER (8-4-1, 5-1-1 NWC)
Willamette 1, Linfield 0:

The Bearcats defeated rival
Wildcats on Saturday, led b
junior Yazan Hishmeh’s 11t
goal of the season. Senior
captain Luke Falcone received
a red card in the matchup, as
did Linfield’s starting goalie.

Junior goalkeeper Braydon
Calder recorded four saves
for his sixth win and second
shutout of the year, and was
named NWC Defensive Stu-
dent-Athlete of the Week for
the second time this season.

WOMEN'S SOCCER (2-3-1, 1-6-1 NWC)

Pacific 1, Willamette 0:

The Bearcats fell to the Box-
ers on Saturday, in their first
NWC road game of the sea-
son. The only goal of the game
came on a penalty kick by
Pacific, after Willamette was
called for a foul in the box.

Pacific Lutheran 3, Willamette 0:

_ Sophomore goalkeeper Em-
ily Sewall registered a_game-
high three saves on Sunday,
but the Bearcats ultimately fell
to the Lutes, who remain first
in the NWC standings.

VOLLEYBALL (3-8, 4-4 NWC)

Pacific Lutheran 3, Willamette 0:
_ The Bearcats slipped to the
first-place Lutes in three sets
on Friday. Willamette was led
sophomore Taylor Lum
who earned seven’ kills, an
sophomore Alexa Dowdell
who_contributed five kills and
10 digs.

Willamette 3, Pacific 0: _

Junior Sarah Fincher tallied
13 kills to lead the Bearcats
offensively as they swept the
Boxers on Saturday. Fresh-
man Peyton Wahl_added 13
digs, while senior Taylor Gee
contributed one block solo and
eight block assists.

The Bearcats suffered their first loss of the
season Saturday, but they look to recover.

EMMA SARGENT
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Men’s soccer
against
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MIKE RHINE

rival I?in

BETHANY HLADICK
CONTRIBUTOR

The men’s soccer team defeated
Linfield at McMinnville on Saturday,
with junior forward Yazan Hishmeh
scoring the game’s sole goal at 70:30,
leading Willamette to their fifth vic-
tory against a Northwest Conference
(NWC) opponent and their eighth
win overall.

Linfield outshot Willamette 10-8
in the first half, with a 4-2 advantage
in shots on goal. The Wildcat’s best
chance came just over 16 minutes
into the game, but junior goalkeeper
Braydon Calder was able to ward off
the powerful 30-foot shot, one of his
four saves of the game.

In the second half, senior captain
Luke Falcone received a red card af-
ter colliding with another Linfield
player. The Bearcats played with
only 10 men for the next 10 minutes.

“Going down to 10 players is al-

MIKE RHINE

Matt Baur and Sam Gonzalez work hard with
the rest of their team to secure the win.

ways really tough, and we had to
shift some things around, but we
had a lot of new guys come in that
did really, really well,” senior captain
Adam Lewis said.

Another red card was issued to a
Linfield goalie who attempted to trip
Hishmeh on a counterattack. The
Wildcats also received two yellow
cards later in the game, while Willa-
mette received three.

“Those games are always event-
ful,” junior Jesse Thompson said.
“Any of our games have the poten-
tial to get rowdy and physical, but
playing against Linfield is always
particularly intense.”

After receiving a pass from soph-
omore Julian Hanlon-Austin, Hish-
meh scored on a shot from the top of
the penalty area, with a backup goal-
keeper in for the Wildcats. Hishmeh
has now scored 11 goals this season,
five of which were game winners.

“Being a junior this year is a lot

rabs win

field

different than being a sophomore,”
Hishmeh said. “Last year I didn’t
have too much responsibility, but be-
ing a junior and being part of a class
that’s so big, I kind of have to take
control of the team—especially play-
ing forward.”

Willamette ended the game with
14 shots to Linfield’s 21.

“We are lucky enough to have a
keeper as talented as Braydon in the
goal. We know that Braydon is one
of the best keepers in the league right
now, and we have a lot of confidence
in him being able to deal with those
long-range shots,” Falcone said.

With a 5-1-1 record, Willamette is
now tied with Whitworth for second
in the NWC, and just one win behind
first place Puget Sound.

“In past seasons, and even this
season with the Pacific game, we
kind of look ahead and look past
some teams and they can come back
and bite us. We want to keep up this
pace, and [we] will continue to take
things one game at a time,” Thomp-
son said.

The game against Linfield was
just the first of a five game road
trip for the Bearcats, continuing this
weekend at both George Fox and
Pacific, and the following weekend
with games against Whitworth and
Whitman.

“It's tough being on the road. It
sucks getting on a bus and playing
on a field that you're not used to,”
Hishmeh said. “But we’ve faced
worse. I'd say this is the biggest shot
we have of going to playoffs that I've
had since I've been here. We're all
fighting for something that we want
really bad as an underdog.”

Willamette will play at George
Fox University in Newberg this Fri-
day, Oct. 17 at 6 p.m.

bhladick@uwillamette.edu

Take your fitness to new heights

KELLIE STANDISH
PHOTO EDITOR

If someone had told me two years
ago that I, with my extraordinary fear
of heights, would be heavily addicted to
rock climbing, I would have told them
that they were crazy.

But here I am two years later, climb-
ing once a week and trying to convince
everyone that they should take up the
sport. Even if you have never tried it, I
encourage everyone to give it a go at
least once. Here are a few spots where
you can try it out.

The Circuit in Tigard: The rock climbing
gym in Tigard is the newest and largest of
three Circuit locations near Portland. This
large, 19,000-square-foot gym opened in
August, and has tons of different climb-
ing routes, two of which are huge top-
out boulders. Because of its size, there
is always enough space for everyone to
climb. The facility is also home to a yoga
studio, fitness center and slackline.

Cost: $12 (Student rate)
Drive from WU: 40 minutes

Oregon State University: The OSU facil-
ity is still relatively close, and a cheaper
option for climbing. This university has
not one, but two climbing areas, as they
built a second to include all the features
that the first did not. Both centers have
top-rope climbing, the first with a boul-
dering cave and the second with a 60-foot
linear bouldering wall. In total, these two
centers have 11,000 square feet for climb-
ing, three types of climbing spaces and
eap equipment rental ($1 for shoes).

Cost: $7
Drive from WU: 45 minutes

The Kroc Center: Though some of the
best spots are a little farther from Wil-
lamette, part of improving in climbing
comes from practicing, building strength
and developing a good technique. For
an option a little closer and cheaper, the
Kroc Center is the only real climbing wall
in Salem. While small, it has an auto be-
lay system, a number of different routes
and is close enough to bike to from cam-
pus. While climbing wall hours are lim-
ited, the day pass does include access to
the entire fitness center.

Cost: $6
Drive from WU: 9 minutes

WesternW Oregon: This climbing wall,
while smaller, has a 40-foot high wall and
over 1600 square feet of climbing surface.
It has more than 10 top ropes set up as
well as an additional bouldering rock
and hang board available with routes de-
signed for climbers of all levels.

Cost: $6
Drive from WU: 24 minutes

On campus: The good news is that there
are even some routes set up on the little
bouldering wall in Henkle Gym, which
are great for a little strength training
when there isn’t time to get away, and
there are always people heading out to
climb. Check out the Outdoor Program
and the climbing club page on the Willa-
mette website for more information. The
climbing club page even has a forum for

people of all skill levels to connect and
carpool to different climbing spots.

kstandis@uillamette.edu

Kroc Center and OSU are two good
climbing resources close to Salem.

Own your
name

MAX
CRADDOCK

COLUMNIST

Last week it was discovered that Heis-
man Trophy frontrunner Todd Gurley
had been signing and selling autographs.

The National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCAA) prohibits college athletes
from accepting compensation for their
likeness, meaning that Gurley’s selling of
autographs conwstitutes an NCAA viola-
tion.

Gurley’s actions have resulted in him
being suspended indefinitely.

To the casual observer, this NCAA rule
may seem stupid, but in terms of earn-
ing large sums of money for the people
whose large incomes depend on the work
of student-athletes, the rule is rather in-
genious. The NCAA's official stance on
why they don’t allow players to sell their
autographs is that it ruins their amateur
status.

When pressed to explain why ama-
teurism is so important to college athlet-
ics, NCAA President Mark Emmert said
that it’s because amateurism is a profit-
able quality of the NCAA product. In
fact, the Louisiana State University Tigers
draw more fans than the neighboring
New Orleans Saints.

LSU can draw large crowds and
charges hefty ticket prices for fans to
watch their student-athletes perform free
labor. Protecting amateurism makes col-
lege sports more profitable for universi-
ties and NCA A administrators.

While it’s true that a large portion of
NCAA schools” athletic programs oper-
ate at a loss, this metric only takes into
account how much schools make from
ticket and merchandise sales. These pro-
grams also attract prospective students
and encourage them to apply and enroll
at a school.

Take a university like LSU, from the
example above. On paper, going to an ac-
ademically average state school in Baton
Rouge doesn’t seem too appealing.

However, the ability to spend your
college Saturdays tailgating in a parking
lot and watching a perennially success-
ful team play football? That's enough for
a large number of students to apply to a
college.

Some proponents of amateurism ar-
gue that athletes are compensated for
their work on the field with a college ed-
ucation. However, for an unfortunately
large number of student-athletes, these
scholarships are worthless, as playing a
D1 sport is comparable to holding a full-
time job.

For example, 2014 National Cham-
pion Florida State was found guilty of
academic fraud in 2009, after they were
found to be committing offenses such as
having academic tutors write significant
portions of athletes’ papers.

Also, athletic powerhouse University
of Oklahoma has a 47 percent gradua-
tion rate. Even if schools have the tools
in place to ensure that athletes can have
a successful academic experience, a large
number of high-level student-athletes
only go to college to continue competing
in their sport.

While Gurley broke a set of rules that
he agreed to, what he did should not be
considered an NCAA violation. The vast
majority of student-athletes do not earn
significant amounts of money for their
school and the ability that a university
has to pay every single one of them is
limited.

Thus, I am not advocating for schools
to pay every single student-athlete. How-
ever, if a player is admired enough that
signing a piece of paper with his name
can earn him money, the NCAA should
not be allowed to stop him from exercis-

ing his right to do so.

mcraddoc@uillamette.edu
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To limit or

ZACK BOYDEN
COLUMNIST

AT LR
One Cigar at a Timé|

For the many issues in Washington that
get a lot of lip service—but little to no leg-
islative action—the idea of congressional
term limits is one that’s the least conten-
tious in the public eye. Honestly, there’s a
good chance that if you asked your rep-
resentative if they supported term limits,
you’d probably be affirmed, and yet noth-
ing would ever come to fruition.

It seems like it’s a pretty basic issue
that everyone could support. Of course,
it'’s Congress who has to vote it in, and
all it would do is limit their own power.

Skeptics attest that this makes any
action on term limits nearly impossible.
I'm somewhat in agreement with the con-
ventional wisdom on this, but I'd like to
look at an alternative perspective as well.
I'd argue that term limits could limit the
potential power of effective politicians.

As much as we parade around the
idea of a humble government with sim-
ple solutions and common sense ideas,
politics is not an easy process. It's essen-
tially directly applying theory to real life
problems in hopes of finding a practical
solution. Laws are hardly ever written to
perfection and the stakes are incredibly
high, so there is constant consideration
to prevent the absolute failure of a law.

This, of course, hampers effective legis-
lation from being passed. What this means
is that there is a definite learning curve for
writing and negotiating legislation.

New congressmen may have diffi-
culty establishing themselves in the po-
litical process. For their first term or so,
it's likely a bit hard to learn the ropes
and the ins and outs of passing bills,
and how to reach across the table. That
kind of knowledge takes experience,
and that’s the kind of experience you
don’tlearn in just two years on the Hill.

Consistency is another thing that’s ex-
tremely important for a functioning Con-
gress. If term limits were implemented,
we’d have a large problem with turnover
of congressmen, and have a hard time
dealing with certain people.

One significant advantage of having
long-serving congressmen is that they
are mainstays at the Capitol and are reli-
able supporters of certain kinds of bills.
If a representative establishes themselves
as someone who supports business in-
centives and serves for a few terms, then
perhaps they’ll have the ability to en-
dorse and promote bills started by newer
representatives who don’t have the clout
to propose legislation.

This all being said, term limits are
still something that should be strongly
considered. There are good politicians
that use the lack of limits to forge solid
politics, and there are those who abuse
the privilege and simply become com-
placent with their power.

If you'll allow me to be a bit senti-
mental, I yearn for the kind of politicians
like George Washington, who retired
from the presidency of his own volition.

Perhaps the onus should be on us to
consider electing Americans who have
a stronger sense of personal responsi-
bility and humility.

zboyden@uwillamette.edu

Letters to the Editor

We invite you to submit letters

to the editor. Letters are limited
to 150 words, must include your
name and must be submitted by

Monday at noon on the week of
intended publication.
The Collegian reserves the right to
edit for length and clarity. Please
email letters to <zsparlin>.

The Collegian invites its readers to
submit corrections for publication.
Errors found in print can be sent to
<zsparlin> and will be corrected in

the next edition of the paper.

CONTINUED from Page 1

2 Broaden your spectrum
of travel beyond the

airplane. Buses, trains and
the EuroRail system are phe-
nomenal ways to get around
on a budget. Most universi-
ties don’t have classes on
Friday, so if you leave on
Thursday, you have ample
time to spend in a new city!

If time is a factor, utiliz-
ing apps like Skyscanner
will give you the cheapest
flights on budget airlines
like Ryanair and easy]Jet.
You're allowed one carry-on
item and the flights are un-
comfortable, but the antici-
pation of touching down in
a new place will easily get
you through a few hours of
vexation. To be extra money
savvy, book your flights on
a Monday or Tuesday, as
ticket prices are much lower
earlier in the week.

NATASHA PARI

From left to right: The carnival rides at Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany; Queen Anne’s summer palace in Prague, Czech Republic;
Chocolate from Bruges, Belgium.

3 The thought of travel-
ing internationally can
be scary for a first-time trav-
eler, but there are companies
such as Bus2alps and WSA
Europe that plan out the en-
tire trip for you, with the op-
tion of having travel includ-
ed or just meeting the group
at your first destination.

These tour companies ca-
ter specifically to students on
a budget, and most often in-
clude lodging, a few meals,
sightseeing and nighttime
activities.

Traveling with a tour
company also gives you a
model for planning the rest
of your trips if you want the
freedom of traveling alone.

4 As long as it’s a safe
place, where you stay
for the night doesn’t matter.

Don’t be afraid of sleep-

ing in a hostel or roughing
it a bit in a place that isn’t

Euro trip the right way

u*

exactlya five-star locale.
With a good 5-euro lock, all
your belongings will be safe.
Hostels will also allow you
to meet adventurous people
who will enrich your week-
end travel.

Otherwise, you can utilize
Airbnb to rent an apartment
from a local host, which, if
you're traveling with others,
can often be a much cheaper
option. If you're doing Eu-
rope right, you shouldn’t be
spending much time in your
weekend lodging.

5 Take advantage of all
the free things a new
country has to offer. Almost
every major European city
offers free walking tours
and that is without a doubt
the best way to go. Tip
your guide a few euros for
some advice on local eater-
ies, cheap bars and student
nightlife hotspots.

™|
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Alternatively, renting a
bike or a Segway can get
you around European cities
quite quickly while cutting
out the cost of public trans-
port. Hit up local markets
for free samples of cultural
cuisine, live music and a
snapshot into the life of the
city’s residents.

6 Reach out to local
alumni.

Utilize Willamette Switch-
board, connections with pro-
fessors or the Alumni Office
to find WU alumni living
abroad. Chances are they’ll
know a thing or two about
their city of residence and
will be more than happy to
show you around. I've been
amazed at how warm and
welcoming strangers can be,
especially when you share
an alma mater.

nparekh@uwillamette.edu

The ethics of our editing

As you may or may not have no-

ticed, the Collegian is edited.

Each week, up to four or five pairs
of eyes look at each article we publish
to ensure that it follows the stylistic
and impartial tone we hope to estab-
lish in our paper—with the exception
of opinions pieces, which should re-

flect the author’s opinion.

Included in this group are the rel-
evant section editor, the managing
editor and the editor-in-chief. We (the
writers of this editorial) are respon-
sible for ensuring that each and every
section of the paper follows AP style
guidelines and imparts its content in a
clear, concise and impartial manner.

We attempt to make these edits
without changing the presentation of
the author’s opinions or the facts of
the story. We are more interested in
the placement of commas and over-
all clarity of the ideas put forth. And,
according to an email we recently re-
ceived, we succeed in making small
edits that do not change the meaning

of most articles.

This does not, however, lessen the
number of complaints we receive each
week about edits that were not ap-

offend our writers.

night.

proved by each writer personally.
We would like to be clear that these
edits are never made with the intent to

Writers are essential to our publi-
cation, (obviously), most importantly
because they are the voices we want
to bring together. The Collegian exists
solely to give students a place to speak
freely and express their opinions, as
well as gain journalistic experience and
make a little money.

We also work to give our writers
time to make larger edits themselves.
Many of our section editors ask for ar-
ticles early and send them back with
suggested edits. This is particularly
seen in the Opinions section, where
larger, content edits may change the
ideas each writer wishes to convey.

The reason these smaller, grammati-
cal edits are not communicated more
freely to writers is because there are
hundreds of them made on production

But we aren’t the only ones seeing
the articles. The layout editor who puts
the page together, the photographer or
graphic artist who creates the art for
each section, the web manager who

ited.

posts the story online, the business and
ad managers who work to ensure em-
ployees get paid and the subscription
manager who moves hundreds of cop-
ies of the paper to different locations
on campus each week see them, too.

It would be fair to say, then, that
production night is just that—a pro-
duction. It takes hours to design and
put together this paper each week, and
eliminating the need to clarify each
small edit that is made helps to shorten
that time.

These policies are consistent with
standard journalistic practices in place
at papers all around the country.

This editing is not unethical, and we
do not intend for it to come across as
unfair. Essentially, it is important to re-
member that when you contract with
a newspaper such as the Collegian, you
are agreeing that your work will be ed-

That's why they call us “editors.”

COLLEGIAN EDITORIAL POLICY

This editorial represents the composite opinion
of the Collegian Editorial Board.

Zane Sparling « Editor-in-Chief
Christa Rohrbach + Managing Editor
Maggie Boucher + Opinions Editor
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Curb your criticisms

MARJORIE MEEKS
COLUMNIST

I'm taking a class on sha-
manism this semester.

Like any other student,
I had expectations for the
course. I figured I'd be intro-
duced to a new religion and
its surrounding cultures, and
that it would involve ideas
and concepts that I hadn’t
even considered before. I
knew I would learn details
about things I otherwise nev-
er would’ve gone out of my
way to discover on my own.

In this respect, my class-
room expectations were spot
on.

But, as I learned the intri-
cacies of spirit guides and vi-
sion quests, I felt myself grow
more skeptical of the entire
concept. How could I truly
be expected to believe such
unreasonably wild ideas? In
my cynicism, I took every-
thing I was learning less and
less seriously.

And then, somewhere
between hallucinogens and
spirit marriages, I had an

epiphany.

It wasn't the class that
didn’t live up to my expecta-
tions. It was me.

In the storm of my own
criticisms, I forgot that I was
studying someone’s culture.
I had ignored that this was
a religious tradition that had
survived thousands of years
and instead focused on my
own biases, completely shut-
ting down any possible rea-
son shamanism may have
done so. I stripped it down to
a distant concept to be prod-
ded and sneered at, rather
than acknowledging it as a
wholesome practice still in
place today.

Somewhere along the line,
I forgot to be open-minded.

L, like many of you, came
here in hopes of gaining ac-
cess to a wonderfully new
fountain of knowledge. Yes,
there’s also the degree and
the college experience and
the glimmering hope of do-
ing something worthwhile
in the future, but knowledge
was a big reason, too. I want-
ed to learn about things I
never had the opportunity to
learn before, and may never

have an opportunity to learn
again. I wanted to be exposed
to new ways of thinking or of
looking at the world around
me. I wanted (excuse me
while I sound like a college
brochure) to enrich myself.

But I cannot do this as a
skeptical, close-minded in-
dividual.

I know I'm not the only
one who has this problem. I
know I'm not the only person
who has the urge to scoff and
dismiss an outrageously dif-
ferent idea before it’s even re-
ally explained to me.

I know I'm not the only
one who struggles to not
think that my opinion is the
best or the brightest.

Maybe you do, too. Or
if you don’t, maybe it's the
person next to you, or the
person across the room. But
if it is you—you're not the
only person who feels that
way. As someone who feels
similarly, believe me when I
say we don’t have to feel this
way forever.

There is no such thing as
complete objectivity. 1 will
never not have a Western or

female or educated or mid-
dle-class or multicultural
bias. I will never be able to
say thatI completely, without
a shadow of a doubt, under-
stand the life of someone en-
tirely different from myself.

But I can acknowledge
these biases. I can keep them
in mind when I'm discussing
issues or listening to some-
one talk or learning about a
religion I'm having difficul-
ties envisioning.

I can push them away as
I let someone who probably
has a better, brighter, more
informed opinion enlighten
me. And I can grow into a
more open-minded student,
friend and person.

I know I'm not the only
one who wants to fix this
problem.

So I extend my invitation
to you: Curb your criticisms.
Strive to be compassionate,
strive to be understanding,
strive to be open.

It might not be perfect, but
we might learn something
new along the way.

mmeeks@uwillamette.edu

This weather’s just a plot device

KATE PILUSO
COLUMNIST

During Residence Life staff meetings,
we do check-ins where we give every-
one an update on how our life is and
what’s going on for us.

Since we are no longer guaranteed
to see each other every day, but instead
are only promised interactions every
Tuesday night, our life stories can get
exceptionally long and maybe a little
dreary—because of stress and school
and the basic act of being present as
both a CM and as a part of Willamette.
So, we try to focus in on a high and a
low or a clever metaphor that can at-
tempt to encapsulate all of the feelings
from our lives during the past week.

Last week, we were asked, “If our lives
were weather systems, what would
they be?”

I take my metaphors seriously, (as
both an English major and a writer), so I
thought on it for a long while. This was a
no pressure situation, and yet I pressured
myself into being profound because I
didn’t want to pick the wrong type of
weather. No clichés; I wanted specific
meteorological accuracy for my life.

So, as everyone went around and
stated what forecast they had for their
current state of being, (like the thick fog
of a coastal morning or the hour before
a thunderstorm when the air fills with
static and everything feels charged to
the touch), I pondered how humidity
levels and barometric pressure could
mean something significant in the
scheme of the shitstorm that had been
my week.

It clicked into place when someone
mentioned the arid heat of a desert and
how I felt like  was living the complete op-
posite of what the Sahara implies to me.

My week had been a Jane Austen style
rainstorm—one that I got caught in un-
expectedly as I was walking through the
cold but clear English countryside. I'd
gotten drenched in my period appropri-
ate layers on layers of clothing, and had
been completely unprepared for it, so
much so that I fell deathly ill. OK, maybe
not deathly ill, but ill enough that I was
forced to seek refuge in the nearest house
in order to wait out the rest of this storm

and to start to feel better.

It hadn’t been the greatest of weeks
in my life but, as I pointed out, this
weather was just a plot device.

Much like an Austen downpour
forces one Jane Bennet to recuperate
at Netherfield Park in the care of her
wealthy and wonderful love interest
Charles Bingley, (ugh, Jane and Bingley
are the real winning couple of “Pride
and Prejudice,” in case you were won-
dering where my shipping allegiance
lies in classic literature), this rainy week
in my life had to happen so I could fig-
ure out the ways in which I can best
cope as of this moment in time.

I've got to combat sadness and stress
and the sucky stuff that happens in life
if I want to be a successful person in the
world. Sometimes you've got to wade
through the bogged down mud of the
rain soaked moors of England so that
you can remember exactly how impor-
tant the sun can be when it warms your
cheeks and lights up the sky.

Take heart, my friends. If you happen
to find yourself out in a storm sans the
appropriate waterproof coat or a place
to seek shelter, this rain could be the
weather that leads you to your destiny.

kpiluso@uwillamette.edu

MELE ANA KASTNER

Vote yes on
measure 90

COLLEEN SMYTH
COLUMNIST

Among the seven ballot measures all
Oregonians will vote on this November is
Measure 90, the very rarely talked about
switch to a top-two primary system. Politi-
cal parties, including minor parties, hate it,
which is exactly why we should love it.

For those who don’t know, Oregon, like
most states, currently has primary ballots
divided by political party affiliation. As
a registered Democrat, I received a ballot
in May listing candidates endorsed by the
Democratic Party of Oregon for each office
for which I am eligible to vote. On its face,
it seems fair: Democrats select Democrats,
Republicans select Republicans, Libertar-
ians select Libertarians, and so on.

There’s just one problem: No one who is
unaffiliated with a political party can vote.
This is particularly troublesome in Oregon,
where non-affiliated voters make up the
third-largest segment of those registered.

Indeed, as The Oregonian reported in
its editorial endorsement of Measure 90,
there are approximately 500,000 non-affili-
ated voters in Oregon, compared to 658,000
Republicans and 837,000 Democrats. That
makes the gap between Republicans and
non-affiliated voters (158,000) smaller than
the gap between Democrats and Republi-
cans (179,000). The next largest group is the
Independent Party of Oregon, with around
100,000 registered voters.

We are routinely disenfranchising
500,000 registered voters from having a say
in who will be on their November ballots.

This is wrong.

(Side note: We practice quite a lot of dis-
enfranchisement in the United States. For
example, convicted felons who are disen-
franchised make up approximately 2.5 pe-
cent of the voting age population.)

Measure 90 would replace the party-
affiliated primaries with what is called
a top-two or blanket primary. All regis-
tered voters would receive the same bal-
lot and would vote for the candidate they
most wanted to see in office for each race,
regardless of party affiliation. The top
two candidates from the May primary
would advance to the general election in
November.

As I mentioned before, major politi-
cal parties (i.e, the Democratic and Re-
publican parties) hate the idea, because it
decreases the amount of power they have
over the political process. However, less
power isn’t necessarily bad.

Attempting to appeal to a wider base
of voters will allow more moderate can-
didates to avoid the trap of being pushed
to the extremes by the loyal party base
during the primaries (see: Mitt Rom-
ney in 2012 and John McCain in 2008).
It also provides the ability for hugely
left- or right-leaning districts to vote on
two general election candidates from the
same political party. This has the poten-
tial to make these races more competitive
in these areas.

Additionally, minor parties (e.g., the
Green, Constitution and Libertarian par-
ties) worry that this will decrease their like-
lihood of having candidates on the ballots
for general elections. While this probably
will be true, minor party candidates rarely
win seats in Oregon anyway. For example,
the Oregon House has seen just five can-
didates not affiliated with the Democratic
or Republican parties win seats since 1937.

Also, we don’t know what the influence
of non-affiliated voters on primaries will
be. It might be the case that these voters
will prefer minor party candidates to more
traditional liberals or conservatives.

Ultimately, we know very little about
how Measure 90 will affect politics here.
We can look to California, Washington and
Louisiana as examples of states that have
implemented blanket primaries with vary-
ing successes and failures, but every state
is different and most of these systems are
too young to have made big impacts yet.

For the sake of democracy and state
experimentation, vote yes on Measure
90.

csmyth@uillamette.edu
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Bearcats on the street

What do you think of President Thorsett’s plan to require students to live on campus for three years?

“It limits the ability of students to transition into living
off campus, which allows them to experience what it
is like to live independently of campus. With campus,
you have a meal plan still and rules and regulations
with dorm living, but when off campus you have more
freedom. It is step two of moving away from home and
getting your own independent life, and restricting that
will frustrate a lot of students.”

-Jhamil Bader-Jarvis, sophomore

“That hurts us, because we're trying to be adults. Forc-
ing us to live on campus doesn’t teach us how to as-
similate into the world. We are taught to be babied,
and then our senior year—which is already the most
stressful because of thesis—we are finally now allowed
to live off campus, when all you're used to is living in
a dorm with a roommate, eating the food on campus,
and you're not taught how to pay bills and take respon-
sibilities.”

-Yulya Yakubovsky, sophomore

“I think it is kind of ridiculous—even the requirement
to live on [campus] for two years is too much for me. I
don’t think you should be required to live on campus
ever. I think it should be a personal choice, because
there are money situations and it costs a lot to live on
campus and it takes away from us becoming adults.”
-Desiree’ DuBoise, sophomore

“I think it kind of limits how people see Salem. If you're
stuck on campus for three years, you're probably going
to just stay here for four years and hate your experience
at Willamette. And the dorms aren’t nice enough for the
money you are paying. You can pay for an apartment
that you share with quiet people off campus for a much
cheaper price. It could possibly save you upwards of
$4,000 on room and board your last two years. So that is
$8,000 you wouldn’t have to pay.”

-Tyler Griswold, sophomore

PHOTOS BY EMMA SARGENT
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