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S5ING, OH SING, OF OLD WILLAMETTE—
“Pheré zan ole Histuric tempul—" warbled the student
body, as the meeting opened.  “That surely doesn’t sound |
like the same song we sang this summer,” whispered one |
member of the Philharmonic Choir to anether. “You gaid it |/
the slangy but none-the-lesa emphatic reply. Sounds

WAS
like a dirge.'

FHlave you ever read the words to our Alma Mater and
grasped the spivit and thought they convey? tehind those
phrases lie the love and pride that nenrly a hundred years |
have brought to our University. That song was written by
the dean of the School of Music—Dean Mendenhall—way
hack when, and it stands today ds 4 token and expression of |
reverence to Willamette. _

Hael you accompanied the Philharmonic Choir on its
month-long trip this summer, “0Old Historic Temple!” would
hold & different meaning., Imagine being in a strange town, |
staving with a gtrange family, ginging before an audience |
that was totally unfamiliar. You cing through the concert
more or less mechanically, because you know the numbiers so
well. Then the last number is announced, Prof. does his
crayon drawing, and Bob Magin down there at the piano
strikes the first chords of OUR song. You puf your arm
around the pal next to you, and with the realization that here,
among Willamette students, are your life friends and that
they mean a great big lot to you, the first lines of Historic
Temple are sung,

Up to this time, the whole audience has been composed
of strangers. Now, obeying the first notes of the Alma Mater, |
a Willamette grad stands up. Over there another stands, and
another. You look at them and see, not strangers, but
FRIENDS., You know them, and they know you. The old
Historic Temple has given you a friend where all were
strangers; it has given you love for your classmates; it be-
comes not a mere song, but the.very breath of Willamette.

Our song can give evéryone & priceless gift; let us here-
after sing it with the thought and reverence it iz worth.
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