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I'HE LIBRARY PROBLEM

The student body of Willamette University s belng wodprd
the bolance of administraliv ion amd is being found
i thosa virtues of good judgment and self
ontbitle the students to further extension ol
it I is the 's helief p ilimg disclinatic
on the part of the st ion ] eriousness ol
the: present library situation coupled at the pre et
asysem of conrol is not coming up Lo the 15 whith makes
tlie much mooted Hbrary question doutily

The facts, that the library control was assumed by the stu-
dent body in apite of its unauspicions heritage of pre 15 adoles- |
cent type of control; that the library at this school is merely 4
study Il and a social gathering place instead of u place where
yveference books are consulted; and that s library 18 furnished
with that partieular type of equipment which makes the most |
tavorable acousties for the slightest noise, do not in any way les-
sent the gravity of the circumstance that students have failed to

giame thedr full 1-_--i.:ut.-=;.]l!'[|.‘..-"".

The hibrary was oy over with o knowledge of all the unflav-
vrable eirecumstanees, which have been mentioned, and the con-
tihunnce of atadent control hinges at present on the successtul
solution ‘«of ghe problem of proper conduct in the face of thes
unavoidable conditions,

Two possibilities faces the student body: an improvement in
gy diseipline to demonstrate that the students arve capable of
& tontinuation and possible extension of student responsibility;
or, through a failure to realize the possibilities of Hbrary control,
indicate that they do not desire stduent self-government

That there: has been retrogression under student control is
doubtful, but the improvement has been «o slight that library
conduct s still on a low standard. There is a probability thal
conditions might warrant another change,

For the prese nT it appears that the successful solution of the
problém lies in edch individual student assuming the responsibil-
iy as an integral Im tor in thiz experiment in student demacracy,
and to satisfy the authorities that there is justification for the
faith which has been placed in the student body.

The fivsl opportunity for stude 411‘ to give an active manifes-
talion of their support this vear of the football men will come
when the Bearcats meet the Portland Multnomah Club next Sat-
urday on Sweetland figld. 1t is the first home game. Everyone
should be in the stands at 2:15 for a vell rally before the game
which starts at 2:30, Much enthusiasm has been aroused in
assembly rallies. Al aut now to demonstrate it on the field one
hundred per cent.
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