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THE SONGSTRE S S 

(La Canterlna) 

A Comic Opera in Two Acts 
by 

JOSEPH HAYDN 
(1732-1809) 

English version by Karl Geiringer 
Secco Recitatives translated and adapted by Charles Heiden 

CAST 
Gasparina , a songstress . ..... ... . . .............. . ..... .. Caroline Calhoun 
Apollonia, her duenna ... .. ..... ..... . .. . ... . ........ . ...... Sharon Pratt 
Don Pellagio, a voice teacher ......... . ............. .. ....... Dan Johnson 
Don Ettore , a merchant's son ...... . . ... . .. . ... . Tonda Kemmerling-Beth Roop 
Bailiff ............ ........ . . ................... . ....... Julio Viamonte 
Porters ............ .... .. .... ............. . . . .......... Tinh Mahoney 

Place : A room in the house of an Italian musician . 
Time : The eighteenth century. 

Tom Savage 
Stuart Sparkman 

Gasparina and her duenna are living in luxury at the expense of the singing teacher 
Don Pellagio. Don Ettore, the son of a rich merchant, is in love with Gasparina and 
makes her a present of his mother's jewels. Don Pelagio overhears a conversation 
between the two women mocking him after he has proposed marriage to 
Gasparina. The voice teacher is furious and summons the bailiff to get back all his 
furniture and to put the songstress and her duenna out of the house . Gasparina 
pretends to faint and Pellagio moved by pity forgives her. 

Until very recently, Haydn's operas have been almost totally eclipsed by the dazzling 
brilliance of his achievements as a symphonist and composer of string quartets. La 
Canterina (The Songstress), is a case in point. Performed at Pressburg in 1767 
before an audience that included the Empress Maria Theresa , this Italian opera -
buffa , or two-act "intermezzo in musica" was published for the first time in 1947 in 
an English revision by Karl Geiringer. A definitive publication of the original Italian 
version appeared in 1959, edited by Denes Bartha. The present English perform­
ance is based on these editions. Geiringer's translations of the aria texts have been 
retained, with minor alterations, but the radical cuts and spoken dialogue which, in 
his education , apparently seeks to convert Haydn's opera buffa into a kind of 
English ballad opera, have been eliminated and a new English version of the 
recitative texts, prepared in collaboration with Julio Viamonte, has been composed 
in classical recitative style by former Willamette Professor, Charles Heiden. 

GALLANTRY 

A Soap Opera in One Act 
by 

DOUGLAS MOORE 
(1893- ) 

Libretto by Arnold Sundgaard 
(Used by arrangement with G. Schirmer Inc ., 

publisher and copyright owner) 

CAST 
Announcer .. . ................ . ........... Tonda Kemmerling-Heidi Person 
Dr. Gregg ...... . ......... ..... . ..... ....... ...... ... .. .. . Dean Olsen 
Lola .. ........ . .... . .... . ... . ............ Caroline Calhoun , Moira Joyce 
Donald .. . ..... . ..... . .... . .. . .................... . ... . . David Russell 
Billy Boy Girls ..... . ... . ............. . .... .. ....... . ..... Michelle Petix 

Liza Parvaresh 
Diana Williams 

Choreography by Holly Hamblen 

Place: A television studio. 
Time : The present. 

Dr. Gregg , a surgeon, declares his love to Lola , the anesthetist. She stops his ad­
vances by reminding him that it is time for "the operation." Lola enters the surgery 
room and to her surprise discovers that the patient is Donald her !::Weetheart. At the 
end of their love duet Dr. Gregg enters. He orders Lola to anesthetize the patient 
and while Donald lies in deep sleep the surgeon renews his protests of love for 
Lola . She realizes that Dr. Gregg cannot be allowed to operate on her beloved and 
she rushes out to expose Dr. Gregg. 

The story is interrupted for commercials and the opera ends with a Quartet. Lola 
and Donald with arms around each other sing of their love while Dr. Gregg joins 
the Announcer to say a few words on behalf of the sponsor "Loch-in-var" soap. 



ORCHESTRA 

Flute Trumpet Oboes 
Karen Jones• Jane Sanford Mary Lott• 
Janet Sheer• David Monnie Eric Dudley• 

Clarinet Trombone Bassoon 
Tim Duffy Joe Hromco Barbara Kelly 
Laura Rehfeldt 

Horns Percussion 
Violins David Crand Sarah Rice 
Karma Herd Penny Bidwell Michael Adcock 
Mia Nicholson Randy Graves• 
Nels Peterson Jana Fankhauser• Cellos 
Cathy Carter Becky Cate 
Diane Mclin Violas Rhonda Johnson 
Kathy Wykof Maija Straw Bruce McIntosh 
Susan Rutherford Derek Nishimura 
Gretchen Jensen Ellen Ino Bass 
Mark Allen Paul Carr 
Barbara Petta 

• Winds in The Songstress 

Lighting ................................. . .......... Ron Hirth 
Costumes .. .. ... . ... . ... . ... . ........ .. . WU Theatre Department 
Props . . ....... . ... . ..... . ....... .... .............. Kathy Rice 
Rehearsal pianist .. . ..... .. . .. . . ... .. ......... .. ... . Linda Miyake 
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