Willamette University Opera Theatre
presents
two comic operas

Joseph Haydn'’s

THE SONGSTRESS

Douglas Moore’s

Conductors: Bruce Mclntosh
Richard Stewart

Director: Julio Viamonte

April 18, 20, and 21, 1984 — 8 pm




THE SONGSTRESS
(La Canterina)

A Comic Opera in Two Acts
by
JOSEPH HAYDN
(1732-1809)

English version by Karl Geiringer
Secco Recitatives translated and adapted by Charles Heiden
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Place: A room in the house of an Italian musician.
Time: The eighteenth century.

Gasparina and her duenna are living in luxury at the expense of the singing teacher
Don Pellagio. Don Ettore, the son of a rich merchant, is in love with Gasparina and
makes her a present of his mother’s jewels. Don Pelagio overhears a conversation
between the two women mocking him after he has proposed marriage to
Gasparina. The voice teacher is furious and summons the bailiff to get back all his
furniture and to put the songstress and her duenna out of the house. Gasparina
pretends to faint and Pellagio moved by pity forgives her.

Until very recently, Haydn’s operas have been almost totally eclipsed by the dazzling
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Trumpet
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Violas
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Percussion
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* Winds in The Songstress
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