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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, critical

or complimentary, are always
welcame. Send your-guestions,
gomments and suggestions te

Edliton, The Scene
Willamette University
900 State Strest
Salem, OR 57301
Qr 1o
scene@villarmette edu

Letters may be edited for langth
and content or posted onling in
thair afitirety as the editor deems
appropriate.
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FAREWELL TO AUGHT EIGHTS

The University bid adieu to the graduates of 2008 in four
ceremonies Sunday, May 11

The College of Liberal Aris honored its In et Cliss e ar racloates fFrom
W stites aned two connrmes. The most propla rnjors mcludled econonnes
hiology (7)), politics and Spaonsh (hoth at 399, The College of Law awarded
104 FE el LM degrees. and the Sohood ol Education presevireod s MA'T
degrees. The Atkinson Garadivre Schoal of Management tecognped 47 Early
Career MBA wraduates g thea commencerent: 15 Professicnal MEBA grdgates

wore oncred in fadiwiey
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P Cason [r, JI762 farmer oloel jistiee of thie O
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Oregon Supreme Cour Justee Paul De Moz [EY75 (shown

M. Lee Pelion sl Ciallege of Law Dsany Svinean Ssmeogydes, |
U law commencemoent addvess, and Jack Moo
clivector al SOLA spacke at thie Atkison coremsin
Civtineneement -.|-;-.|:_. vowas Dean Nakanishi U8
special edication academy near Setle and hias researc)
history ol Salem Japanese-Ametioan sttdents $enl o conce

Waorld War 1]
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Collegian Honored with Top Award

The Collegian also woh awards

Best writing:

Best news ‘.it-:i!'_.'

Best editorial:
Best calumnist
Best sports photo:

Best cartooning:

in the !'gil:-u.ing categories

Journal Celebrates 25 Years
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University Honors
Wartime Students
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Willamette Faculty in

Willamette Establishes New
the News

Academic Centers
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Justice Ginsburg Delivers Fall Atkinson Lecture
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MBA Students Make Community Impact

A Legacy of Service:
Remembering Bryan
Johnston

At Willarnette, Johnsten sarvead as menm

Hewas very varsatile n the areas ot edu tar

Thesite alko incllves information onthe Bryal




Stanford Law Review Calls Symeonides
a 'Conflicts Giant’

The Caollage of Law held: receptior Ot VWL
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FROM SALEM TO D.C.: FELLOWSHIP FURTHERS
STUDENT'S POLICY WORK
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Students and Alumni
Rake in National Honors

As of press time, 17 Willamette
students.and recent alumni
received national scholarships this
spring, including four Fulbright
Grants, a Watson Fellowship, a
Goldwater Scholarship and an
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship,
Meet all the winners in the fall
issue of The Scene, and read'their
stories online now at
htip://blog.willamette.edu/stories.




THE EMANCIPATION OF ROBIN MORRIS COLLIN
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Leaving Mom and Dad at Home

During the heady 1960s, students seemed
hell bent on pushing experience to the outer

limits, bringing drugs, psychedelic rock and

more liberal sexual mores to American cam-
puses. At Willamette, the earliest intimations
that the "Leave It to Beaver" era was over
came In 1941, when students organized a suc-
cessful boycott to protest compulsory chapel
attenclance. They also protested nules in the
Student Handbook: one page for men and
six for women, including a requirement that
women sign in gnd out of dorms: Students
complained that deans shouldn't be able to
tell them what to wear, when 1o go to bed, or
who could visit their rovms. "They wanted 1o
throw off the chaperones,” says Tom Edwards
'53. Across the country, schools eventually
dropped the parental rules, with the small pric
vate schools like Willamette being the last 1o

give way.
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The New Activism on the Streets of Portland

"Soime students said the Take a Break vol-
unteer tip is'a very nice experience, but |
ladd few English skills so | didn’t have the
courage to join,” says Yuki Sugisawa '09.

Unitil last spring, that s, when Sugisswa spent
eight days on the streets of Portland with

the homeless. Students organize altema-

tive spring bireak trips each year and fan out
across the country, volunteering in homeless
shelters, inner-city schoals and impoverished
rural neighborhoods. They also take their first
steps toward stewardship of their lacal and
national communities, addressing literacy,
paverty, racism, hunger, homelessniess, HIV/
AIDS and the environment.

“This was my first intense exposure to the
voluritear expenience,” Sugisaws says. "We
talked to the homeless people, and they were
very kind, They tried to take care of each
aother and of us, For their commiinity, we were
visitors. We asked about their lives, but we

THE SCENE — WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY
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didn't ask directly. They are careful and so we
used apptoptiate language.

"This trip made my point of view expand,
Ifl don't talk to those who have different
perspactives from my own, my vision will
ba very nairow. Before | thought study-
ing was much more important, but now

| kriow | need experience, too. For me,
this connects my education and real life.
Volunteering is important to understand
how we are linked to each other.”

“Student activism is a lot stronger than when
I was astudent,” says Tyler Reich '06, who
gradhuated just two years ago, “| think stu-
dents are idealistic and see the real possibility
of ahange, and they're not going to let others
make that change — they want to affect their
surrouridings in a more personal way.”

Sugisawa, called the "philosopher of the
trip" by his teammates, is majoring in inter-
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OMDARSIONn (1 Action

Todday's stucent activism is not just

poligical, hut humaniviian, with
Civie enpzacemen et an atl-nme fieh
Nolunteensan ‘-Hlu_.l.'l.l 2() [HETCETE bt
Y1 acaorching s rgpont from

the Corporation for National and
Communin Service, whicly sgys that
collewe studenp are twice as likely 1o
voluricer ag viung people whoar

ol eipralled b Bigher edicatio.

Willamene students voluntesped an
icredible 57,5000 hours bt year

Each yvear they clean heaches, Palor
children avlocl schools, offer pro
(TELS |:'_'.;_.'|| advices, restore siveams
ancd feed the homeless. "I:'l"-'-])l-' a1t
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national studies and hopes to work at the
United Nations someday. "I would like to

chanige even a little pigce of the world.”
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FROM THE SENIOR DIRECTOR

Demacracy 15 not enly the themie De this issue of
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Reunion Weekend 2008
September 19-21
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JOURNEY: 2009 ALUMNI ABROAD
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RING YOUR CAREER QUESTIONS

5. Build momentum: ['he haidest
part of'a pew job searcly is just getting
starteed. Start watly, one step, hike buildd-
iir_‘_; yonr LinkedIn {F]l)'“l anl Ko
from there. [F that's not vour style, start
with face-to-face nemwvorking mesneaal
Youw ko't have o bave all the pieces
tagether before vou ger started. Te's
olles an difginic process, one that
untolds with unexpected nwisth and
turns. Trust that the process will vigld
resu s — viory " re s the o MNPy ol
ey other alimmm with career chal-
lenges, Who knows. vour jol search
story might somecday mspire vuhet

lberal arts oraduates

Best advice?

fyou're searching for a new
job, yolu've undoubtedly heard
maore than yourshare ot caresr
advice— natwork, have a pro-
fessional write your resume;
practice your interview skills
with & friend, etc. Whether
you graduated 10years age
or threa manths ago, you ve
prebably heard something

that made a diffsrence

So,what’s the Best sareer
advice you've ever received?
Write and tell us, and wea'll
publish yeur submissions in

an upcoming Careern Natworlk




YOU'RE DOING WHAT WITH YOUR DEGREE?
2008 Award Winners
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2008 ALUMN! AWARD CITATIONS

F Sapt r-during Raunion Weekend Willametta | nors and celelyrates outstanding
. 1 its and devotion to the University, Here's a | k at those who will be
aar
George Hoyt '58
Lestle J. Sparks Medalliory 2008
= c ; eating with : aqald, oy th ; Juate

Tara (Wilson) Graham '98
Young Alumni Leadership Award

Tara (Wilson)

Graham '98

grew up in

Nevada and

didn't travel
muchuntil after graduation. Then she
took a job in the Willamette admis-
sions office and traveled around the
cauntry recruiting students. That's how
sha caught the travel bug, but rather
than becoming a tourist, she joined the
Peace Corps and vantured to Tanzania,
where she saon came to embrace the
culture and learn from it.

| used to think that | didn’t need very
much to be happy,” says Graham. “But
it wasn't until my Peace Corps experi-
erice that | had to live that.” She recalls
one Christmas overseas with a couple
who was working 1o find housing for a

THE SCENE — WILLAMETTE UNIVE
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group of orphaned boys they had found
living in a filthy warehouse. "It was the
simplest Christmas ever, but it was a
demanstration of how amazing spending
time with people can be.”

After two years teaching advanced-level
chemistry in the small village of Mzumbe,
Graham decided to extend her tour to
build on her community work on HIV/
AIDS prevention, She moved to the city
of Dar es Salaam, working part time as
a schoal health volunteer leader. She
also worked with nen-governmerital
orgarizations on a radio show, a maga-
zine and a televisio wi focused on
educating youth about behaviors that
could lead to contracting HIM/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted diseases

Back in the States, Graham worked
at an inner-city sthoolin Los Angeles

while waiting to hear about acceptance
to graduate school, After working with
2ople who had'so little and who were
ful for their education, it was diffi-
cultfor Graham to work with American
school children who took education for
granted. *| didn'tle
how lucky they w

ire my kids about
say Graham, “but
sxperience so they

could came to conclusions an their own.”

| would share my

Graham earned her master of public
health degree from the University of
North Caralina Chapel Hill in 2006, She
continues to work with communities in
the U.5. to identity needs and find
solutions. "l feel very strongly about
working with younger children and
womenta Imprave their lives, " says
"TEmpo!
whole community better.”

ering them will make the
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Suzy Platt ‘58

Distinquished Alumni Citation 2008
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Robert C. Seeger ‘62
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Marlene Anderson '68
Distinguished Alumni Citation

2008
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— 3 time she rermaimbiers as
3 m.;h!.gh'. cfiher cirear Tl
was total academia, and | bad
g latof fun wiiting pa

and teaching.” she recal
"My research was in tissue
Sullture —that would maks

Grant Thorsett happy.”

i years later Anderson

o that whileshe lovad

shereally wanted to
work.with' people, She ey
pleted a masters degres n'sogial Witk
fram the University of Michigan in/ 1979
and spent the next 20 vears Ih Portland,
working at private mental health agan:
cies — worll some sacial workers
coasigder “timein thetranihes " /But

Andarson has & philanthrople approach
ta har.careen "There are so many

people m desgarate nead of helg " she

says "Even in private practics, | have
some geople | don'lt charge so those
wi

10

edhalp can getit”
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In 2001, Andarson went on a'safarite
pursue Hen Interest in bitding) Alang
the delta on the Sapak Rvern in Kenya,
she met Baya, a young boywho cartied
her bags. “We made & grest.connec
tion ™ she ramembers, "and | wanted to
know mare absaut this child!™ Thraough

the one computar with Intemet access

in Baya’s village, Andersan leamed of
thie devastation thate causad by HIV/
AlBS5, She soon returmed wothe village
and began teaching |
groups eiwllagars how to prevent the
snread of HIV/AIDS She partneted
with villager Frandis Kahindi Mwaduna

armilies-anad

of Mastishen, Kenya, td start the Imani

P!C};-.’.’:’.'t, ant{orthe [ast seven yeys

Anderson has takern valurteers from

araund the world to help Atnicans
devalop programs 16 bring HIVAANDS
sducation 1o rural villages. “Tie African
"she says "I
<in kesp ang pérson fram getting AlDS,

people are soinspiring

Ly [ will ave ar_-_un":;.h*,l-.ec! what | et
outto da:"




THE CONVERSATION OF ART NS

Gwent Seemel 00 doesn’t belieyve

in plhying iusade. She ook themisk o
pursue hep dream of a career s an
independent artist. “Lwant o dowork
that matters.” she says, “Lwant 1o think
artisvital”

She dlso mkes chances with hey craft
I'he Poxthisncl-hased portrait artist
helieves the witality of it sterns from
its abilily o generate conversatinn
and act as @ camlysy for change, anl
she thnnks the local aresoene conld use
alittle shaking up, “There's iotend —
at lease it Povtlatiel — wowsird sale apt,”
Seemel explains. “The wark doean't
ehallenge the viewerin any way s
simply decoraive or mayhe it hielps
them wemaote, bt it centainly doesin 't
ask themuo rethink their way ol look-
ting anthe world. S ulme’s wiha
urtimust do, especilly mihe Linginel
States. We Tivelin o pation it protecs
our freodom of speealiy andd thar makes
it all'the more unfortione when wi
consior oirselves, Fmonot calling fo
artthar provokes without civse, but a

that stuts s donversation.”

Seemel is most passionates dbout folk
art hecanse “ilaacepis the genepal
public’s one criteriom when viewiig
ant- All that people —ine hacing me —
demand of aptisisis oralt Irsecms to
e that tie beseway 1o canse revolies
thof i ) present a clllenging wopic
11 wwellorafted sway, Evon i the yiewed
doesn’tagreewithinhe message, th
skill that went anto the making of art
. should inspire delerenot om0
level, and 1t might evencianse the
viewer o think again about what the

AT UIAL S saving.”

For Seemel, ant is «n expressioon of
democracy Itis expression by anel ol
the people: Andin hern new seres
b \|>|111' Pie," shecrmws on whatish

calls the “spper genre” of allegoricl

POTTREIE T « lallenge viewers 10
retlink thein concepts of whatt it means
Faces and stofes are

Loy e Anericnn

wreatil o be ovethen,” she says, and
these portris combine Woni
Amierican images with the laces of
those Americans who owere here livst,
thiose who were bBrotghyt Deie sagatist
thiehr will, those who close 1w come
here, those wh have been bere Do
muny generations, Haer “Amazigh
Cvothie” features an Algenan-Amendin
fther and danghren, winle the sudyject
af TRl e Baverer™ s acchildhond

fraenel of Ceermman mid Trantan descemnt

‘Apple Pie

Secimel’s seli-ponait i the serios,
Libery,” s o wibure o hermorher,
A mative of Franee, wha ininngraced
v Clavaclang er 208 and dneievied
Seemel’s Father, an American livirlg
i Montpeall °1 havd iy Guthern o
thank formy Amencan citizenship,”
Seermel savs, b have my monhies
to thank for knowing how ncks
thny makes me.” Noting thathoth
she and Lady Liberty have theu
arigins in France, Seemel sayvs this
particular work Chadlenged Ber own
concept ol |li¢'t‘1i\-|1!!'l. IS edear
the French culiiae is not mimne,

bt Baonld choose it instend ol the
LES. ar amy e With the help of
[Aneoy ind the linguage, ©oould
become almost fully Frenche insteadd
of American. My tnsinonsl statis
allows e o dhoose whiene and, 1o

sene degres, whom o be

I've chiosen the United Stites. My
e knowledge ol another

conpey he & 1K Iirl'll'rll['(il.tl_( the

LIS, evern when it i!h:im JLIVES Te
a1 o iy, sl rnakes ne v
Apperican than someote whise
Fanndly Dias Deen here Tor genera
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For more information about
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Senior Director of Gift Planning
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900 State Swreet

Salem, OR 97501
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